2026 IMLD Scavenger Hunt of Languages

The World Languages & Cultures Department is hosting a Scavenger Hunt of Languages across
Eastern’s campus to celebrate International Mother Language Day (IMLD)!

The Scavenger Hunt begins on Tuesday, February 17. Students can race around campus to find
12 Checkpoints, each featuring a world language, and collectively showcasing the diversity of
languages and cultures represented on campus. Students can share what they have found at
each Checkpoint on Instagram by using the unique #IMLD26Eastern hashtag. Students that
find all 12 Checkpoints by 12 pm on Monday, March 2 (NEW DATE due to weather closures)
will be entered to win a prize!

Overview: Students need to find 12 Checkpoints that are located across campus. Students that
find all 12 Checkpoints and share selfies of themselves at each location, will be eligible to win a
prize. Prize winners will be selected at random from all scavenger hunt finishers.

Step-by-step directions:

1. Follow @EasternWorldLanguages on Instagram, and the WLC Dept will follow you back!

2. Clues to each Checkpoint will be posted on Instagram and WLC Dept Highlights webpage
on Tuesday, February 17.

3. Follow the clues to each of the Checkpoints around campus. Checkpoints can be a
variety of things — pieces of art, books, informational posters, etc. Each Checkpoint will
feature a world language spoken by one or more people on campus.

4. Take a selfie at each Checkpoint.

5. Post each Checkpoint selfie on Instagram. Be sure to tag @EasternWorldLanguages and
add the hashtag #IMLD26Eastern so that you can be entered to win a prize if you find all
12. Sharing helps your friends and fellow students learn about IMLD and the scavenger
hunt fun.

6. Remember to save your selfies on your device.

7. Atthe final Checkpoint, scan the QR code and upload all 12 Checkpoint selfies to an
online form to confirm your completion of the Scavenger Hunt.

a. Inorder to be eligible to win one of the prizes, the Scavenger Hunt needs to be
completed, and all selfies uploaded to the online form, by Monday, March 2 at
12 pm.

Join us in the Student Center Café on Monday, March 2 from 12-2:30 pm for a special
International Mother Language Day event. The special event will feature a number of exciting
and interactive language activities.

Please note: If you don’t have Instagram, do not worry! @ You can still complete the Scavenger
Hunt. @ Simply skip Steps 1 and 5 in the directions above. For any questions about IMLD or
Scavenger Hunt of Languages, email WorldLanguages@EasternCT.edu.



https://www.instagram.com/EasternWorldLanguages/
https://www.easternct.edu/world-languages/highlights/index.html
https://www.instagram.com/EasternWorldLanguages/
mailto:WorldLanguages@EasternCT.edu

Checkpoint #1

This is a part of the International Mother Language Day Scavenger Hunt and
must be completed in order.

Welcome to Cervantes Garage!

Is your car parked here?

Miguel de Cervantes was a Spanish writer
in the mid 1500s and was well known for
his novel Don Quixote, which has been
translated into over 60 languages. To this
day, Don Quixote is known as the first
modern novel and remains fundamental
to literature to this day. Cervantes’
mother tongue was Spanish.

For Checkpoint #2, go to the Joinery (Room 163) in the CECE education
building. Hint: Consulta la fotografia




Checkpoint #2

This is a part of the International Mother Language Day Scavenger Hunt and
must be completed in order. If you would like to participate, please begin at
Checkpoint #1 in Cervantes Garage.

Congratulations! You have made it to the second checkpoint!

Here you will find books in Tamil, a language widely spoken rm’nnw
in Southern India. India is home to over 400 indigenous i
languages, and Tamil is one of them, which makes it the
second richest country in language diversity.
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Dr. Sudha Swaminathan, a professor in Early Childhood Education, specializes
in math and educational technology. Dr. Swaminathan speaks, reads and
writes in Tamil.

Also here, you will find bilingual Korean-English children’s
books thanks to Dr. Kwangwon Lee, an Early Childhood
Special Education professor whose research and teaching
focuses on early intervention for autistic children and their
families. Dr. Lee’s mother tongue is Korean.

For Checkpoint #3, go to where music and art live. Hint: floor eL060TM)



Checkpoint #3

This is a part of the International Mother Language Day Scavenger Hunt and
must be completed in order. If you would like to participate, please begin at
Checkpoint #1 in Cervantes Garage.

Welcome to the Fine Arts Institutional Center!

? "'W This painting was made by an art professor here at Eastern
named Qimin Liu. Have you taken any of his classes before?
You are actually right outside his office! He was born in
Heilongjiang Province, China and painted this wonderful
mixed media piece in 1992. Go ahead and ask him about
the painting if he is in his office!

Professor Lora Lee, whose office is right next door, is an
expert in editorial and commercial illustration here at
Eastern. On her free time, and as a profession, she indulges
in 2D and 3D animation with numerous clients nationally
and internationally.

Mandarin Chinese is the mother language of each of these professors.

For Checkpoint #4, head to the bulletin board by the elevator in FAIC. Hint:
— 1 (Y7 16u)



Checkpoint #4
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This is a part of the International Mother Language Day Scavenger Hunt and
must be completed in order. If you would like to participate, please begin at
Checkpoint #1 in Cervantes Garage.

Can you find the hidden Russian spelling of Three Sisters in the poster?

The Theater Department is putting on a play in
March called “Three Sisters.” The play was
written by Russian playwright Anton Chekhov
in 1901. Three Sisters, or Tpu cecTpbl as written
in the Cyrillic alphabet, is about three sisters in
a small town that reminisce about their time in
Moscow, the capital of Russia. Even with the
play’s old age, it still has an impact around the
world, even on our campus.

For Checkpoint #5, go to where the office of President Ismaili and the Office
of Equity and Diversity is located. Hint: floor gBa



Checkpoint #5

This is a part of the International Mother Language Day Scavenger Hunt and
must be completed in order. If you would like to participate, please begin at
Checkpoint #1 in Cervantes Garage.

Welcome to Gelsi-Young! Have you been here before?

In front of you are two mixed media works
of art by Afarin Rahmanifar, an Eastern
Professor and Iranian-American artist.

These works are part of her Barbie series.
According to Prof. Rahmanifar “Barbie
reflects the layered experience of
observing myself from within American
culture—particularly how language,
accent, and cultural translation shape
one’s position within social and
hierarchical structures.”

Prof. Rahmnifar’'s mother language is
Persian (Farsi).

Persian (Farsi): «3,S s J5& OT 15 Cogh 45 CawsSlls 5ysle 0L »

English translation: “Mother language is the home where identity takes
shape.”

For Checkpoint #6, where would you go if you are hungry for a snack or
wanting to buy a 12 pack of Celsius?



This is a part of the International Mother Language Day Scavenger Hunt and
must be completed in order. If you would like to participate, please begin at
Checkpoint #1 in Cervantes Garage.

iFelicidades! You are halfway through the scavenger hunt!

Rigoberto Mena was born in Artemisa, Cuba
in 1961 and is one of Cuba’s most famous
artists. We, the Eastern community, have
. the privilege of seeing his artwork everyday
in the STU. His mixed media pieces titled,
Que Viva Pero Lejos/Let Him Live Far Away
(2006) and Sin Titulo/Untitled have been a
part of Eastern’s collection since early 2020.
Recently, Rigoberto Mena has been
travelling the world doing art shows and
selling his work. His mother language is
Spanish.

For Checkpoint #7, head to the comunicacion building.



This is a part of the International Mother Language Day Scavenger Hunt and
must be completed in order. If you would like to participate, please begin at
Checkpoint #1 in Cervantes Garage.

Welcome to the Business Administration Department!

Mustafa Kemal Atatirk is known as the
founding father of the Republic of Turkiye. The
infographic shares his story and his impact on
. Turkiye. Dr. Fatma Pakdil is a Business
Administration professor as well as a Dean’s
Fellow here at Eastern. Her research specializes
in healthcare operations management, and she
has used this passion and research in the past
at hospitals in the United States and Turkiye. Dr.
Pakdil is also a member of the Turkish National
Scientific and Technological Council. Her
mother tongue is Turkish.

For Checkpoint #8, head to where books rest on shelves. Hint: sessiz kat



This is a part of the International Mother Language Day Scavenger Hunt and
must be completed in order. If you would like to participate, please begin at
Checkpoint #1 in Cervantes Garage.

Shhhhh! You are on the quiet floor!

This oil painting, titled Village Life, was painted by
Abner Dubic, a Haitian painter that specializes in
village paintings. Abner Dubic was born in
November of 1944 and has been painting since
1966. His works are well respected in the
community and are noted for their bright colors.
Dubic’s mother tongue is Haitian Creole.

Take a look around you. You are in the Caribbean
studies section of the library. This is the home of
numerous other works Caribbean art, as well as
books and resources about by and about the
people and culture of the Caribbean.

For Checkpoint #9, head up to the next floor. Hint: Katriyem Floor



This is a part of the International Mother Language Day Scavenger Hunt and
must be completed in order. If you would like to participate, please begin at
Checkpoint #1 in Cervantes Garage.

Welcome to the 4% Floor! Have you been here before?

Anik Vasington is the Director of the
Center for Instructional Technology (CIT)
here at Eastern. CIT assists in the practical
application of technology across the
curriculum.

Anik Vasington is originally from Ontario,
Canadian and French is her mother
language. As with many French-
Canadians, she loves poutine. You can try poutine for yourself at Hurley Hall
on March 2 as part of the International Mother Language Day celebration on
campus!

For Checkpoint #10, head to the Mathématiques Department.



This is a part of the International Mother Language Day Scavenger Hunt and
must be completed in order. If you would like to participate, please begin at
Checkpoint #1 in Cervantes Garage.

Have you had Professor Yankov before?

Professor Christian Yankov, a math professor
here at Eastern, is Bulgarian. A key landform of
Bulgaria is the Seven Rila Lakes. You can read the
infographic for more information on the famous
lakes!

Dr. Yankov’'s research specializes in the
Applications of Computer Algebra Systems and
Almost-Complex Structures on Lie Groups, but in
his free time he loves photographing nature.

His mother language is Bulgarian. In addition to
English, he speaks Russian and, to some extent,
German.

For Checkpoint #11, head to the Department of KomnOTbPHM HayKM.



This is a part of the International Mother Language Day Scavenger Hunt and
must be completed in order. If you would like to participate, please begin at
Checkpoint #1 in Cervantes Garage.

Welcome to the Computer Science Department!

Dr. Sarah Tasneem, a Computer Science
professor here at Eastern, is originally from
Bangladesh. The history of International
Mother Language Day (IMLD) can be traced
back to February 21, 1952 when students at
the University of Dhaka and other activists
bravely protested the suppression of their
rights to speak and preserve their mother
language, Bangla.

Read Checkpoint #11 provides a brief history
of the language rights movement that took
place in Bangladesh (then East Pakistan).

Professor Tasneem’s mother language is
Bangla.

Bangla: (NTTAA 51K (NICRE ST SN 18T ©rat

English translation: our pride, our hope- our own Bangla language

For Checkpoint #12 (FINAL Checkpoint), please visit the homebase for the
World Languages and Cultures Department.



Checkpoint #12

This is a part of the International Mother Language Day Scavenger Hunt and

must be completed in order. If you would like to participate, please begin at
Checkpoint #1 in Cervantes Garage.

Welcome to the World Languages and Cultures Department!

This is the last checkpoint! Congratulations!
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Maria Arredondo, a 2025 graduate from
Eastern, designed this poster last year in
honor of International Mother Language
Day. She earned her B.A. in Art with a
minor in Spanish Medical Interpreting.
Her mother tongue is Spanish.

iEste es el ultimo punto de verificacion!
iFelicitaciones! Este poster fue disefiado
por Maria Arredondo, el aifio pasado en
honor del Dia Internacional de la Lengua
Materna. Maria se gradud de Eastern
con una licenciatura en Arte y una
concentracion secundaria en
Interpretacion Médica en Espafnol. Su
lengua materna es el espafol.

Now that you found all 12 checkpoints, scan the QR code on the poster and
upload all your selfies at each checkpoint to be entered to win a special prize.
Prize winners will be drawn at random from all Scavenger Hunt finishers on

March 2.

Join us for the International Mother Language Day event in the STU Café on

March 2, 12 -2:30 pm
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