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Lotteries
MONDAY

Mid-Day 3: 7-1-1

Mid-Day 4: 5-1-8-8

Play 3: 8-3-7

Play 4: 4-5-5-3

Cash 5: 7-13-20-21-30

Lucky For Life
10-27-32-43-47/10

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 229, Willimantic, CT 
06226.

To Subscribe:
860-423-8466 or 
delivery@theChronicle.com
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Best Gas 
Price

A-1 Main      1.71
Stop & Shop Main 1.72
Xtra Fuels Main    1.73
Valero Main    1.74
Cumbys Jackson    1.74

— Gasbuddy.com

COVID-19 
C R I S I S

• As of Monday, more 
than 38,000 people have 
tested positive for COVID-
19 in Connecticut and there 
have been 3,449 associat-
ed deaths, an increase of 41 
since Sunday.

• A total of 920 people 
are hospitalized for the 
virus in Connecticut, a net 
reduction of 17 cases since 
Sunday.

• President Donald 
Trump said he’s been tak-
ing a malaria drug to pro-
tect against the virus even 
though his own administra-
tion has warned of poten-
tially fatal side effects.

• In the U.S., more than 
130,000 autoworkers 
returned to factories for 
the first time in nearly two 
months Monday.

• More than 4.8 million 
people worldwide have 
been infected and over 
318,000 deaths have been 
recorded, including more 
than 90,000 in the U.S. and 
over 160,000 in Europe, 
according to a tally by Johns 
Hopkins University.

Businesses gear up for reopening
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WILLIMANTIC — More than 1,250 undergraduate 
and graduate students and their families will watch from
home when Eastern Connecticut State University con-
ducts its 130th annual Commencement Exercises via
YouTube tonight. 

The “virtual” event begins at 6 p.m. — the same day
the university had originally planned to hold its gradua-
tion ceremony at Hartford’s XL Center.

Eastern President Elsa Núñez will be joined by com-
mencement speaker Mark Boxer, executive vice presi-
dent and chief information officer at Cigna, along with
Provost Bill Salka, University Senate President Andrew
Utterback and Senior Class Vice President Emily Kerfoot.

Eastern graduates were mailed a package that included
their diploma cover, the printed program for the evening
and their mortarboard and tassel so they can celebrate
their graduation with family in the safety of their homes.

The commencement program goes live at 6 p.m. on
Eastern’s official You Tube channel at www.youtube.com/
EasternConnecticutStateUniversityVideo.

Virtual ceremony 
for ECSU tonight

PAT EATON-ROBB AND SUSAN HAIGH 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARTFORD — That haircut will have to 
wait. 

Salons and barbershops across Connecticut 
are not being allowed to reopen Wednesday 
after all.

Gov. Ned Lamont announced Monday 
that Connecticut is now aligning its plans 
with neighboring Rhode Island to reopen 
hair salons and barbershops sometime in 
early June. He said the decision came after 
extensive discussions with the shop owners 
and employees, many of whom wanted more 
time to prepare.

“I heard from a lot of the stylists. I heard 
from a lot of the folks that run the hair 
salons, and they said, ‘Give us a little more 
time. We’re just not ready. We’re not ready 
from the employee point of view, feeling 
comfortable coming back, getting some of 
the cleaning agents,’ the things they want-
ed,” Lamont said. “They wanted an extra 
week or two.”

Over the weekend, the Connecticut 
Beauty Association, which has more than 
3,600 members, expressed concerns about 
Wednesday’s reopening. The same group 
planned to hold a “Hair Our Voice” rally, 
with people driving from the state Capitol 
to the governor’s residence in Hartford, on 
Monday afternoon.

Emma Scrivener, 21, a stylist in Williman-
tic, said she’s relieved by the delay, even 
though the shut-down has been a financial 
hardship.

“I learn so much about my customers’ 
lives. People really trust us and open up to 
us and I consider them family,” she said. 
“I’m 21. I’m right in the middle of the range 
most likely to be asymptomatic carriers. I 
would hate to be someone who is passing on 
this virus, despite wearing my mask, despite 
washing, to someone who is immuno-com-

Lamont cuts 
salons from 
reopen list 
until June

Over the weekend, the 
Connecticut Beauty 
Association expressed 
concerns about Wednesday’s 
reopening.
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Local shops, restaurants and offices will 
begin buzzing again Wednesday for the first 
time in several weeks as the first steps in a 
post-pandemic world will be taken.

As the state leaders begin the partial 
reopening of Connecticut businesses, some 
businesses in the local area are diving in, 
while others are still waiting to test the 
coronavirus waters.

Windham/Willimantic
Blondie’s Diner at 1681 Main St., 

Willimantic, will open Wednesday for take-
out, dine out and curbside pickup.

Others, like Oliver’s Dairy Bar and Grill 
at 490 Boston Post Road, North Windham, 
hope to reopen this weekend.

“I’m not going to open the deck on 
Wednesday,” said Oliver’s owner Cindy 
Lee. “My goal is to have it opened by the 
weekend. I just want to make sure when 
I put this into place, everything is imple-
mented properly.”

Lee said updates about the reopening will 
be posted on its website and social media. 
For the time being, curbside pickup is still 
available.

In the Windham area, many other busi-
nesses are choosing to wait a little bit lon-
ger to reopen.

Cafemantic at 948 Main St., Willimantic, 
does not plan to reopen for at least a few 
weeks, according to owner Andrew Gutt.

Gutt said the business will likely start 
with prepared picnic baskets to be enjoyed 
in the small back lawn.

“You can pre-book a little picnic room, 
we drop the basket off for you with the 
meal, the wine and glassware,” Gutt said. 
“Maybe a few weeks later we can do some 
more traditional dining.”

Palmer Salon in North Windham informed 
customers the business would be reopening 

Blondie’s Diner in Willimantic is opening Wednesday for takeout, dine out and curbside pickup. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Song-A-Day Music Center owner Ruth O’Neil holds her ‘Reopen 
CT’ sign in her music shop in Coventry, which she must post 
within her store to be in accordance with the governor’s reopen-
ing rules. Courtesy of Ruth O’Neil

Dog Lane Café in Downtown Storrs plans to have limited outdoor 
dining and continue to offer takeout. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff BUSINESSES, Page 4
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MANSFIELD — Following 
advice from public health offi-
cials, Mansfield Public Library 
employees plan to offer curb-
side pickup starting Tuesday, 
May 26.

The library has been closed 
since mid-March in response to 
the pandemic.

“As we explore how to bal-
ance the needs of our com-
munity with the best possible 
public safety precautions, we 
are going to resume library 
services slowly and careful-
ly,” Mansfield Public Library 
Director Leslie McDonough 
said in an emailed statement.

Phone calls for curbside pick-
up will be accepted beginning 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The service is only available 
to Mansfield residents.

“Over time, we will monitor 
and adjust our services based 
on our ability to meet the pub-
lic’s needs and maintain safe-
ty,” McDonough wrote. “Our 
hope is to continue to offer 
more services as soon as con-
ditions permit.”

Up to 10 items are allowed 
per order and only books, mag-
azines, DVDs and audiobooks 
can be ordered.

Items will be loaned for two 
weeks and renewals and holds 

Library to offer 
curbside pickup
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