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ThreadCity.com’s Picture of the Week

Kristen Morgan, professor of theater and director of 
the New Media Studies program at ECSU, arranged 
for the partnership with the Ridge Theater company.

TO ADVERTISE CALL:  (860) 423-8466

Folk musician pair Mark Mandeville and Raianne 
Richards have been well-received by audiences 
around the United States and Canada since 2010. 

NO FE E S . . .  E VE N ONLINE!

Located on the UCONN campus in Storrs, CT

PETE THE CAT
Theaterworks USA Production 

WE SHALL OVERCOME feat. DAMIEN SNEED 

2020 UConn Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Living Legacy Convocation 

A Celebration of Martin Luther King, Jr.

THE TAP PACK

DRUM TAO 2020

To purchase tickets online, visit  
http://easternct.showare.com/lulu/

To donate to the Performing Arts Department’s  
Artist-in-Residency initiative, visit  

https://ecsufoundation.com/artist-in-residency/

For more information contact the  
 

(860) 465-5123 or email 

Written by Maluca Mala, Jennifer Charles, 
Joseph Budenholzer and Bob McGrath
Music by Joseph Budenholzer
Directed by Bob McGrath

January 24-25 at 7:30 P.M.; January 26 at 2 P.M.
january 24 26, 2020-

Featuring

Maluca  
Mala

Jennifer 
Charles

 John 
Dosset

Jordan 
Goldston

Cancer
and

Children?
Are you a parent who has both cancer and have children?
Do you know a family with these?
A free Camp is available for the kids!
Camp Kesem is Free of charge. Nationally dedicated
to support the kids of parents who have or died of cancer.

Vote for UConn students’ effort to bring
Camp Kesem to our area!

Easy: from January 27th to the 31st go once a day
to vote.kesem.org and vote for UConn’s Camp Kesem.

The Willimantic Fairgrounds were built by the Willimantic Linen Co., and it began 
sponsoring fairs in 1893. In the years 1902 through 1913, sponsorship was taken over 
by the Willimantic Horseshoe Park Agricultural Fair Association. 

The fair was indeed an agricultural exhibition, featuring produce exhibits and “works 
of art.” However, the fair also offered quilting competitions, horse racing, ox, pony and 
horse pulls, vaudeville shows, a cattle competition and an exhibition hall where local 
farmers could display their produce and benefit from the advice of professors attending 
from the nearby Connecticut Agricultural College. 

The fair of 1910 also featured athletic competitions, a wrestling match and a hot-air 
balloon ascension. Today’s photograph shows the preparations of that ascension and 
parachute jump. On three different days, aeronauts “King” Kelly and Vincent Morris 
made an ascension and jump from a hot-air balloon. On the third day’s jump, Morris 
gave the crowd a scare as the parachute almost landed in the Willimantic River. While 
Morris landed on the riverbank, the parachute went into the water and “a large crowd 
rushed to the scene … It was feared the balloonist had been seriously injured and a 
small-sized panic was the result.” 

Following the balloon ascension, there was a motorcycle race, a trotter pace, a wres-
tling match and, to close out the day, an “endurance race” between a man and a horse. 
A crowd of more than 10,000 attended that day. 

The fair was not immune to problems, however, and in 1913, the last fair was held. 
The thread company was not pleased with the illegal gambling that had been part of 
the trotter meets. ATCO banned the group from using the park and auctioned off much 
of the land and equipment and eventually revamped and reopened what was left of the 
fairgrounds and renamed it Recreation Park.

For questions or comments about this week’s photo or article, email threadcity@
outlook.com.

WILLIMANTIC — The
Performing Arts Department
at Eastern Connecticut State
University, in collaboration
with the New York City-
based theater/opera company
Ridge Theater, will present 
“Lulu,” a multimedia, exper-
imental opera based on Frank
Wedekind’s original play 
“Earth Spirit.”

Performances are this Fri-
day and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. 
and Sunday at 2 p.m. in the  
Proscenium Theater at Eas-
tern’s Fine Arts Instructional
Center.

“Lulu” is the first perfor-
mance of Eastern’s new Art-
ist-in-Residency initiative. 

Ridge Theater actors and  
actresses have been on cam-
pus since Jan. 6 rehearsing
for the production, which 
stars Dominican-American 
hip-hop artist and activist
Natalie Ann Yepez, known by
her stage name of “Maluca 
Mala.” Yepez, who is based in
Bronx, N.Y., writes and per-
forms in Spanish and English.

The opera tells the story of
Lulu, a homeless child living
in Vienna in the late 19th cen-
tury who is raised by a preda-
tory father figure. As a result
of her childhood trauma, she 
grows up to become a seducer
who rips through the lives of
all who love her.

Director and Ridge Theater
Artistic Director Bob Mc- 
Grath said stories similar to
Lulu’s — child sex abuse, 
human trafficking and the opi-
oid epidemic — are too fre-
quent in today’s news cycle.

“Lulu’s story is like a per-
fect storm of despair and 
death,” said McGrath. “In the 
wake of her childhood trauma,
she learns to take back power
in the only way that is avail-
able to her: to invert the very
power system that entraps her 
and turn it on the abusers. 
This production illustrates the
double-bind faced by women
in the pervasive male author-
itarian power structure of 
Wedekind’s time. We chose to
do our adaptation because this
same distorted power dynam-
ic remains one of the most
prevalent contemporary social
issues of our time.”

Other “Lulu” artists inc-
lude composer Joseph Bud-
enholzer; Broadway star John
Dosset, co-founder of Ridge
Theater; and Jordan Golston, 
a new actor who has starred
on stage and in film and
television, including the TV
series “Madam Secretary.”

Tickets for adults are $20-
$30 for adults and are free 
for Windham Public Schools 
students. 

The university will hold a
public reception with the cast
and crew Saturday at 6 p.m. in
the Art Gallery of the FAIC.

For more information, 
call the box office at 860-
465-5123 or email theatre-
boxoffice@easternct.edu. To
purchase tickets online, visit
easternct.showare.com/lulu.

WILLINGTON — Massa-
chusetts-based folk trouba-
dours Mark Mandeville and 
Raianne Richards will per-
form Saturday at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Packing House.

Mandeville and Richards 
offer some new material and 
songs from their CD “Live 
in Manitoba,” featuring origi-
nal songs and stories recorded 
live during a two-week tour of 
house concerts throughout the 
province of Manitoba, Canada. 

The duo blends distinctive 
voices with rich tantalizing 
harmonies and a wide range 
of accompaniment (guitar, 
harmonica, mandolin, uku-
lele, clarinet, penny whistle 
and electric bass), featur-
ing original and tradition-

al acoustic folk/americana 
songwriting. Between tours, 
they teach music lessons out 
of Blackstone Valley Music 
in Uxbridge, Mass. 

Also performing is Claudia 
Schmidt, who has spent more 
the four decades as a touring 
professional in North America 
as well as Europe. She has 
recorded 19 albums of mostly 
original songs, exploring folk, 
blues and jazz idioms featur-
ing her acclaimed 12-string 
guitar and mountain dulcimer 
playing.  

Tickets are $15 in advance 
and $20 at the door.

The Packing House is at 
156 River Road, Suite 1301.

For more information, visit 
thepackinghouse.us.

Folk troubadour pair 
plays Packing House

Experimental 
opera coming
to Eastern

ECSU presents 
chamber music

WILLIMANTIC — The
Music Program at Eastern 
Connecticut State University
will present its first free con-
cert of the spring semester’s
Faculty Recital Series.

This Saturday at 2:30 p.m.
in the FAIC Concert Hall,
Eastern music faculty will
present “The Chamber Music
of Francis Poulenc.” 

It will feature Amanda 
Baker (flute), David Ballena
(piano), Christopher Howard
(clarinet) and Mathew Muehl-
Miller (horn). Guest bas-
soon player Sean Maree and 
oboe player Barrett Seals will
accompany the faculty mem-
bers during the recital.


