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COVENTRY —  Coventry 
police this morning identified 
the victim of a fatal car crash 
Saturday morning as a 21-year-old 
University of Connecticut student.

Police said Cole Montefusco 
is from Cricklewood Road in 
Redding.

UConn officials also issued a 
statement this morning in response 
to the fatal crash.

“We send our heartfelt condo-
lences to his family and friends, 
and wish them comfort in this dif-
ficult time,” reads a statement sent 
from UConn this morning.

“Cole exemplified the UConn 
spirit in his academic persever-
ance, community involvement and 
pursuit of his goals. 

“Although his life was tragically 
cut short, his impact will be long 
lasting and his memory will be 
deeply treasured.”

Montefusco was ejected from 
his vehicle upon crashing near the 
intersection of Boston Turnpike 
and Lathrop Drive. 

The Coventry Police Department 
and the North Coventry Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to the 
call, which came in at approxi-
mately 4:03 a.m., according to 
police.

Once on scene, officers con-
firmed a one-car crash and located 
a victim on the side of the road-
way suffering from serious phys-
ical injury.

The Connecticut Office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner deter-
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Lotteries
FRIDAY

Mid-Day 3: 9-2-2

Mid-Day 4: 0-0-6-1

Play 3: 7-9-0

Play 4: 4-0-5-5

Cash 5: 2-5-8-22-30

Lotto: 2-7-14-29-35-40

Mega Millions
28-31-33-57-62/2

SATURDAY
Mid-Day 3: 4-3-2

Mid-Day 4: 8-1-0-7

Play 3: 6-5-9

Play 4: 7-9-7-9

Cash 5: 4-14-29-33-34

Powerball
12-33-54-57-60/13

SUNDAY
Mid-Day 3: 8-6-8

Mid-Day 4: 2-4-5-2

Play 3: 5-4-5

Play 4: 8-6-6-4

Cash 5: 8-23-24-28-35
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Best Gas 
Price

Sun Mart Main 2.29
A-1 Main      2.35
Shell Jackson 2.44
Cumbys Jackson    2.44
Valero Main    2.49
Shell Main  2.49
Stop & Shop Main 2.49
Cumbys Main     2.49
Mobil Boston Post 2.55
Xtra Fuels Main    2.57

— Gasbuddy.com

ANTHONY ZEPPERI
SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

WILLIMANTIC —  One person 
jumping into the icy waters of the 
Natchaug River on the first day of 
February is a head-scratcher.

But when hundreds do so, it must 
mean it’s time for the annual Plunge 
for Hunger fundraiser at Lauter Park 
in Willimantic, an annual — if not 
quirky — tradition to help the local 
Covenant Soup Kitchen.

The annual plunge Saturday saw 
people dress in outlandish clothes 
and dive into a cold river to help 
with feeding needy folks and fam-
ilies.

The event is sponsored by the 
Eastern Connecticut State University 
rugby team.

Ray Aramini, the rugby coach and 
longtime soup kitchen volunteer, 
helped create this fundraiser.

He said events like this are unique 
to the community.

Plus, he said, the plunge offers 
an easy outlet for people to help — 

albeit if it requires a quick, cold dip 
in the river.

“Everyone can do this,” Aramini 
said. “It is not a hunger marathon or 
anything like that, but it’s something 
anyone can do.”

Aramini said events like these 
help to create change and make good 

communities stronger. 
“This program was created to help 

raise money,” Aramini. “It helps to 
bring awareness to neighbors that 
are hungry and it is important to help 
alleviate hunger in the community.” 

Andrew Votta, who participated 

Participants take the plunge into the chilly water. The event raised funds for 
the Covenant Soup Kitchen. Amelia Ingraham | For the Chronicle

A ducky prediction
While Punxsutawney Phil in Pennsylvania and Connecticut’s own Chuckles the 
groundhog both predicted an early spring, Eastford’s Scramble the Duck predict-
ed six more weeks of winter during a ceremony Sunday morning. Here, Benjamin 
Torcellini, 10, watches as Scramble makes the announcement. And Scramble might 
be right, as a messy storm is predicted for later this week. Courtesy of Monica McKenna

Tom Starodaj, Bill Lieble and Lori Riley of Storrs goof around before the annual Plunge for Hunger fundraiser at 
Lauter Park in Willimantic on Saturday. Amelia Ingraham | For the Chronicle

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC/DANIELSON —  
A Willimantic man accused of sexually 
assaulting an intellectually challenged 
teenage girl is due to appear in court 
again in March. 

According 
to state police 
at Troop D in 
D a n i e l s o n , 
3 6 - y e a r -
old Sidney 
Malarkey of 
155 Valley 
St., Willi-
mantic, was 
charged with 
two counts of 
second-de-
gree sexual 
assault and 
one count of 
fourth-degree sexual assault.

State police said he could not post his 
$150,000 bond.

According to court records, his bond 
was lowered to $130,000 at Danielson 
Superior Court. 

According to the court website, 
Malarkey has not yet entered a plea. 

The court website indicates the sec-
ond-degree sexual assault charges are 
felonies, while the fourth-degree sexual 
assault charge is a misdemeanor. 

Local man 
accused of 
assaulting 
teen girl

Malarkey 
appeared at 
Danielson 
Superior Court 
Thursday, 
where his case 
was continued 
to March 3.

LOCAL MAN, Page 4

Taking the chilly plunge
Hundreds come out for annual fundraiser

HUNDREDS, Page 4

LISA MASSICOTTE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

COLUMBIA/LEBANON — 
More progress has been made 
toward the long-sought expansion 
of Mono Pond State Park off Hunt 
Road.

In a special town meeting late 
last month, Columbia residents 
approved the joint purchase of a 
313-acre portion of land within 

what is known as “Wells Wood” 
with the town of Lebanon, the 
state and the Trust for Public Land. 

This parcel is expected to be 
incorporated within Mono Pond 
State Park Reserve, serving as a 
connection between the Air Line 
State Park Trail in Lebanon to the 
park in Columbia.

Additionally, voters approved 

Columbia approves 
joint land purchase
Parcel would expand state park

COLUMBIA, Page 4

UC student  
killed in crash
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In Loving Memory Of
Charles F. Deveny Sr.

“Pops”

October 17, 1926 - February 2, 2020
It has been 26 years since we lost you.

Mom is with you now
Helping to keep watch over your family,

As always, we are trying to make you proud
Missing and loving you always,

Your Children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren

Malarkey appeared at 
Danielson Superior Court 
Thursday, where his case 
was continued to March 3, 
according to the court web-
site.

At the time the criminal 

information summary was 
written, the case was still 
under investigation.

According to WINY radio 
in Putnam, Malarkey is 
accused of having non-con-
sensual sexual relations in 
the spring or summer of 2019 

with an intellectually chal-
lenged woman who was 18 
years old at the time.

WINY said via its Facebook 
page Malarkey told police 
the encounters were consen-
sual and she never told him 
to stop, as she reported. 

Malarkey was arrested in
connection with the incident
on Water Street in Killingly.

He was taken to the Troop 
D barracks, where he was
processed and charged. 

Follow Michelle Firestone
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

in the plunge, said events like this make the 
community whole.

“It brings different groups of people 
together,” Votta said. “Events like these are 
very important since some people aren’t as 
fortunate to succeed.”

Eileen Ossen, who is affiliated with the 
fundraiser, said this plunge is always fun to 
be a part of.

“It’s exceptional,” Ossen said. “The plunge 
gets hundreds coming out in this frigid win-
ter.”

Ossen, who helps oversee the Jeffrey P. 
Ossen Family Foundation, said the founda-
tion supports this cause and has offered lots 
of help for the Town of Windham.

“My foundation has offered a matching 
grant to help out the community,” Ossen said.

She said last year’s plunge helped raise 
$140,000 with the foundation match and it 
was a success. 

The foundation match, according to 
Aramini, is key to the event.

He said Ossen wanted to help raise more 
money with the help from her foundation.

“Eileen saw how good this event was and 
wanted to contribute,” Aramini said. “She 
created a match fund for every dollar raised 
at the kitchen.”

Ossen said fundraisers like these are 
important for the community.

“Events like this one are essential for com-
munities to thrive,” Ossen said. “Every com-
munity has some struggling efforts serving 
those in need  and Windham is committed to 
helping people.”

Ossen said her foundation’s purpose is to 
create change in Windham.

“The purpose of the foundation is to influ-
ence and change the economy here in town,” 
Ossen said. “We hope to improve education 
as well as improve health care needs.”

She said the soup kitchen is always trying 
to help with the community any way it sees 
fit.

“The kitchen is dedicated to those in 
need,” Ossen said. “Helping communities 
like Windham can attract people to this very 
important cause.”

For more information on the Covenant 
Soup Kitchen, including how to donate, visit 
www.covenantsoupkitchen.org.

endorsing the town’s ini-
tiative to acquire the entire 
Wells Wood area, which is 
about 1,000 acres, as a final 
goal to expand Mono Pond 
State Park.

Voters approved the pro-
posed expenditure of up to 
$148,000 from the town’s 
land acquisition fund to 
acquire the 1,000 acres, 
which will be spent over 
multiple years in addition to 
the $15,000 also approved to 
be spent by Columbia for the 
313-acre joint purchase.

The smaller parcel in 
Wells Woods includes 78 
acres in Lebanon and 235 
acres in Columbia, accord-
ing to Lebanon Town Planner 
Philip Chester.

Lebanon residents 
approved in December to 
expend $30,000 for costs 
associated with the preserva-
tion and public access of its 
portion of the land.

The total cost of the 313 
acres, currently owned by 
Markell Properties, is about 
$625,000. However, the state 
and the Trust for Public Land 
nonprofit are picking up 
much of the cost, according 
to Chester.

The deal is expected to 
close in February, giving the 
public immediate access and 
a link from the Lebanon Air 
Line Trail to Mono Pond 
State Park.

Columbia Town Admini-
strator Mark Walter said the 

meeting on Jan. 21 had an 
excellent attendance of “well 
over 150 people.”

Walter said the audience 
was also very engaged, ask-
ing questions and voicing 
opinions.

“With that many people 
and a lot of people want-
ing to talk, they ended up 
calling the question,” Walter 
explained. “Most people got 
to express their feelings.”

He said there were a few 
voices of opposition and 
explained much of the oppo-
sition was concerned over 
potential hidden costs asso-
ciated with running a larger 
state forest and whether the 
state will handle much of the 
burden.

Walter said others voiced 
at the meeting a project of 
this magnitude should have 
required a referendum.

Voices in favor of the 
expansion initiative said it’s 
important Columbia has a 
say in the future of Mono 
Pond State Park and what 
it will become, along with 
the importance of protect-
ing wetland environments in 
Wells Wood, which includes 
the Salmon River watershed.

“I believe it’s one of 
the cleanest watersheds in 
the country,” Walter said. 
“Everything there ends up 
in the Connecticut River, so 
it’s important to protect that 
watershed.”

Follow Lisa Massicotte on 
Twitter - @LMassicotteTC.

UConn student killed in crash
mined Montefusco suc-
cumbed to injuries sustained 
from the accident, which 
were blunt injuries of the 
head, neck, torso and extrem-
ities, according to the office’s 
spokesperson this morning.

Montefusco was transport-
ed by the Ambulance Service 
of Manchester to Hartford 
Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead.

Coventry Police Chief 
Mark Palmer said, at the time 
of the crash, weather condi-
tions were cold with a little 
precipitation and the roads 
were slightly wet.

“It didn’t appear to be icy, 
but that’s still under inves-
tigation,” Palmer said this 
morning.

Palmer said it is still unde-
termined whether Monte-
fusco was wearing a seat belt.

Montefusco was a senior 
studying finance in the 
UConn School of Business 
who had obtained a “cov-
eted” analyst internship at 
the Bank of America Merrill 
Lynch, as well as a place 
in the Delta Sigma Pi pro-
fessional business fraternity, 
according to UConn.

UConn officials said Mon-
tefusco was also a member of 
the social fraternity Zeta Beta 

Tau and the Alpha Lambda
Delta honor society for aca-
demically high-achieving
students.

The accident is still under
investigation by the Coventry
Police Department.

Anyone with information
regarding the crash can con-
tact Coventry police at 860-
742-7331.

Follow Lisa Massicotte on
Twitter - @LMassicotteTC.
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Willimantic Fire Department members Jason Chilly and Karl Denton gear up 
prior to the plunge. Amelia Ingraham | For the Chronicle

Father and son Christopher Cole of Willimantic and Dustan Cole of New York lounge before the start of the annual Plunge for 
Hunger at Lauter Park in Willimantic on Saturday. Amelia Ingraham | For the Chronicle

Kayson Figueroa, 5, and Kohen Figueroa, 3, hug their father, Gabriel Figueroa, 
as they wait for the call to jump in the water. Amelia Ingraham | For the Chronicle

Hundreds come out for plunge
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Local man accused of assaulting teen

Columbia approves 
joint land purchase
Continued from Page 1

TERRY SPENCER 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PALM BEACH, Fla. — 
Law enforcement agents 
opened fire on an SUV driv-
er who smashed through two 
security checkpoints at Mar-
a-Lago Friday in what author-
ities described as the actions 
of “an obviously impaired” 
driver but not an intentional 
attack on President Donald 
Trump’s resort. 

The driver, Hannah Roem-
hild, 30, of Connecticut, 
who identifies herself on her 
Facebook page as an opera 
singer, was later arrested 
at a nearby motel. No one 
was injured, authorities said, 
and Trump was not at the 
Palm Beach club at the time, 
although he was scheduled to 
arrive there later in the day. 

Roemhild was not at any 
time “even remotely close” 
to getting into the “inner 
perimeter” of the president’s 
resort, Palm Beach County 
Sheriff Ric Bradshaw said at 
a news conference. 

He said Roemhild, “obvi-
ously impaired,” was danc-
ing on top of her vehicle out-
side the Breakers hotel, about 
3 miles from Mar-a-Lago, 
when an off-duty Florida 
Highway Patrol officer who 
was working hotel security 
approached her. 

Roemhild jumped into the 

SUV and refused to open the 
window or acknowledge the 
officer, Bradshaw said. She 
then put the car in reverse 
and began driving away. The 
trooper smashed the window 
and tried to grab the steering 
wheel, but was unable to stop 
her, the sheriff said. 

Roemhild led officers on a 
high-speed pursuit, at times 
driving on the wrong side of 
the road at speeds nearing 
70 miles, said Maj. Robert 
Chandler of the Florida 
Highway Patrol. 

She crashed through one 
Mar-a-Lago checkpoint then 
barreled through a second, 
where Secret Service agents 
and sheriff’s deputies were 
barely able to avoid being 
hit before they opened fire, 
Bradshaw said. The author-
ities fired numerous rounds, 
but Roemhild kept driving 
and was able to get away.

Investigators believe she 
picked up a female relative 
before they later located her 
car using a license plate read-
er. Roemhild ran from her 
car outside a nearby motel 
and was tackled by a trooper, 
Bradshaw said.

Later Friday, the SUV 
could be seen in the motel’s 
parking lot, with both the 
driver’s side window and 
the rear window completely 
shattered. 

Driver in Mar-a-Lago 
breach identified as 
Connecticut woman


	Chronicle_20200203_01_4
	Chronicle_20200203_04_2

