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Jericho Finnegan, a 
Coventry resident injured 
during an accident in 
Franklin last Wednesday, 
is a female. The gen-
der was incorrect in a 
story appearing in last 
Thursday’s Chronicle. 

For the Record
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Best Gas 
Price

Sun Mart Main 2.35
A-1 Main      2.47
Cumbys Jackson    2.49
Shell Jackson 2.49
Valero Main    2.51
Shell Main  2.57
Stop & Shop Main 2.57
Xtra Fuels Main    2.57
Cumbys Main     2.57
Mobil Boston Post 2.59

— Gasbuddy.com
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STORRS/WILLIMANTIC 
— The University of 
Connecticut and Eastern 
Connecticut State University 
communities are on alert 
following the outbreak of 
coronavirus in China, though 
there have not been any con-
firmed cases in the state. 

The outbreak began in 
Wuhan City, China, and is 
now an international health 
crisis, with several confirmed 
cases reported throughout the 
United States, 

“At the current time, we 
consider Eastern to be at very 
low risk of having a member 
of the campus community 
contract the coronavirus,” 
ECSU Director of University 
Relations Edward Osborn 
said in a statement this morn-
ing. 

He said, under ECSU 
Office of Health Services 
protocol, detailed travel 
information will be obtained 
for any patient being evaluat-
ed with fever/acute respirato-
ry symptoms.

Osborn said criteria from 
the Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention are being 
used for “patients under 
investigation” in connection 
with coronavirus. 

That criteria is if a patient 
exhibits a fever and lower 
respiratory symptoms 
(cough, shortness of breath) 
and has traveled from Wuhan 
City, China, in the last 14 
days before symptom onset 
or has exhibited fever or 
lower respiratory symptoms 
and has been in close contact 

with a laboratory-certified 
coronavirus within the last 
14 days prior to symptom 
onset.

According to the CDC, 
coronaviruses are a large 
family of viruses common 
in many different species of 
animals, including camels, 
cattle, cats and bats. 

A statement was issued 
about the situation on the 
UConn Student Health and 
Wellness webpage.

“Our health-care provid-
ers are screening all of our 
patients according to CDC 
guidelines,” the webpage 
states. “At present, there has 
been no person diagnosed 
with novel coronavirus in the 
state of Connecticut, includ-
ing at UConn.”  

UConn spokesperson 
Stephanie Reitz said there 
are about 2,700 UConn stu-
dents from China, including 

Local campuses are on 
alert due to coronavirus 

One-of-a-kind baubles
Beverly Wilkey of Lebanon arranges her jewelry for One of a Kind Jewelry Designs at the 
Lebanon Winter Farmers Market at the Lebanon Senior Center recently. See another photo on 
Page 2. Amelia Ingraham | For the Chronicle

University of Connecticut junior Maggie Cheung of Uncasville said she is scared and worried 
about how fast coronavirus is spreading. Michelle Firestone | Staff

Librarian Lisa Clymer works on a knitted pouch at the 
Willimantic Public Library on Monday. The handmade pouch-
es will be donated for animals impacted by the Australian 
wildfires. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

The library is looking for more volunteers to knit more pouch-
es.  Claire Galvin | Staff

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Fol-
lowing the devastating 
Australian wildfires, local 
crafters are lending a helping 
hand to the voiceless victims 
who need the most support.

The Willimantic Public 
Library is encouraging com-
munity members to knit, cro-
chet or sew “joey” pouches 
to be sent to Australia fol-
lowing the destructive wild-
fires that started last month.

Helping fires’ 
littlest victims
Volunteers knit pouches 
for animals in Australia

VOLUNTEERS, Page 4
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WILLINGTON — Will-
ington Selectman John 
Blessington’s condition was 
recently upgraded from criti-
cal to good condition, accord-
ing to Hartford Hospital 
spokesperson Pamela Cruz.

Blessington 
was admitted 
to the inten-
sive care unit 
at Hartford 
Hospital several 
weeks ago.

During the 
Jan. 21 board of 
selectmen meet-
ing, Willington 
First Selectman 
Erika Wiecenski 
said she and 
Public Works 
Director Troy 
Sposato visited Blessington 
at the hospital recently.

“He is still in the hospi-
tal and we ask you to keep 
him in your prayers and we 
hope to see him back with us 
soon,” she said.

Blessington, who is in 
his early 70s, was re-elect-
ed to the board of select-
men, which he has served on 
for more than a decade, last 
November.

Cruz said this morning 
Blessington is in “good con-
dition” and is no longer in 
the ICU.

Willington firefight-
ers took Blessington in an 
ambulance from his house 
to Windham Community 
Memorial Hospital after he 

had shortness of 
breath.

W i n d h a m 
Hospital para-
medics also 
responded.

E m e r g e n c y 
r e s p o n d e r s 
t r a n s f e r r e d 
B l e s s i n g t o n 
from Windham 
Hospital to Hart- 
ford Hospital.

S e l e c t m a n 
Aliza Boritz said 
Monday she has 

not visited Blessington at the 
hospital and said she does not 
want to “overwhelm him.”

“Personally, I’ve been try-
ing to respect his space and 
give him and his family an 
opportunity to communicate 
their desires and his needs to 
us instead,” she said.

Boritz said Blessington is 
a valuable member of the 

Selectman’s 
condition has 
been upgraded

He is still in the 
hospital and we 
ask you to keep 
him in your 
prayers and we 
hope to see him 
back with us 
soon.

Erika Wiecenski

LONGTIME, Page 4

UConn and 
Eastern are 
keeping eye 
on outbreak
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graduate and undergraduate 
students, across all UConn 
campuses.

“We’ll be working with 
local health departments and 
the state health department,” 
she said. 

Two people were under 
investigation for possible 
coronavirus in Connecticut 
— a student at Wesleyan 
University in Middletown 
and a New Haven County 
resident. 

“The state is closely 
monitoring reported cases 
and remaining cautious on 
behalf of the public,” Gov. 
Ned Lamont said in a press 
release Monday. 

“We want to make sure 
that we are doing everything 
we can to provide updated 
information on these devel-
opments to the people of our 
state. We ask that the public 
not panic but take possible 
symptoms seriously and con-
sult a health care profession-
al.”

According to Lamont’s 
office, the Wesleyan student 
tested negative for corona-
virus and, as of Monday, the 
New Haven County person 
was still being tested. 

Both students tested pos-
itive for influenza type A, 
mostly likely caused by the 
flu, and were in isolation as a 
precaution, according to the 
press release. 

Symptoms of coronavirus 
include runny nose, head-
ache, cough, sore throat, 
fever and a general feeling of 
being unwell. 

There isn’t a vaccine or 
specific treatment for the 
infection available, but pre-
ventative actions can stop the 
spread of coronavirus and 
other respiratory viruses, 
including: 

• Wash your hands often 

with soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds. An alco-
hol-based hand sanitizer 
should be used if soap and 
water are not available.

• Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose and mouth with 
unwashed hands.

• If you are sick, stay home.
• Cover your cough or 

sneeze with a tissue and 
throw the tissue in the trash 
when finished with it.

• Clean and disinfect fre-
quently-touched objects and 
surfaces.

UConn students reacted to 
the situation at the Student 
Union Monday.

“I’m not very nervous about 
it just because I’ve never had 

the flu before,” said UConn 
sophomore Fiona Casey, who 
is from New Fairfield. 

She is, however, worried 
about a friend who lives in 
China.

Casey said her friend was 
a UConn student but trans-
ferred after the fall semester.

“Last time I talked to her, 
she didn’t seem nervous 
about it, but it’s something 
I should probably ask her 
about,” she said.

According to the CDC, 
symptoms of the virus may 
appear in as few as two days 
or as long as 14 days after 
exposure.

“I’m very scared about it,” 
said UConn junior Maggie 

Cheung, whose parents are
from China. “I’m worried.” 

She said her parents are
not concerned and trust she
is taking the proper precau-
tions. 

The CDC has recommend-
ed people avoid all necessary
travel to Wuhan City, China.

Those who may have trav-
eled to Wuhan City or other
concerning areas or have 
come into contact with some-
one who has traveled to those
areas are being advised to
call their healthcare provider
ahead of time before appear-
ing to a medical provider’s
office for treatment. 

Follow Michelle Firestone
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc. 
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John R. Boardman
MANSFIELD

John R. Boardman, 73, 
of Mansfield Center, CT 
and Islesboro, ME died at 
his home in Mansfield on 
Tuesday, January 21, 2020 
after a courageous battle with 
cancer.  Known as Boardy to 
his beloved friends, John was 
born May 7, 1946 in Hartford, 
CT to the late Eileen (Shea) 
and Paul Boardman.  

John grew up in Coventry, 
CT and volunteered with 
the South Coventry Fire 
Department, of which he was 
a lifetime member.  After 
graduation from Coventry 
H.S. in 1964, John enlist-
ed in the US Navy and was 
stationed in Groton, CT and 
Holy Loch Scotland on the 
USS Simon Lake AS33.  John 
worked 32 years for UConn 
Athletics, as an Equipment 
Manager, retiring in 2002. 

John was a member of 
American Legion Post 0052 
and the Knights of Columbus 
4313.  He was a long-time 
supporter of UConn Football, 
Hockey, and Baseball and 
the Islesboro Central School 
Eagles and was a frequent 
visitor and proud Leap Pass 
holder at Mohegan Sun 
Casino.  John was on the 
board of governors of the 
Islesboro Sporting Club, 
a member of the Islesboro 
Cemetery Committee, a stel-
lar road commissioner and 
pothole filler, and a regular 
winner at Thursday night 
horseshoes and Friday night 
poker. 

John was known for his 
great sense of humor and 
timely wit and was always 
ready to lend a hand.  He was 
genuinely interested in what 
was going on with people, 
particularly those who might 
be experiencing hardships 
or challenges.  In a humble 
and compassionate way, he 
would quietly slip into action 
to assist those in need and had 
an almost grace-filled way 
of showing respect to peo-
ple.  He loved a good event, 
whether it was the 4th of 
July festivities and Old Home 
Day on Islesboro or food 
prep for Super Bowl Sunday 
and St. Patrick’s Day at the 

Trolley Pub in Willimantic.  
He was a master cooker of 
lobsters, crabs, clams, and 
chicken for lobster feeds on 
Islesboro and participated 
in the annual spring cleanup 
at Islesboros assisted living 
home, Boardman Cottage.  

John had a way of ribbing 
others, so gentle but always 
hysterical, and a way of mak-
ing us laugh with him without 
ever making us feel uncom-
fortable.  He had a nickname 
for nearly every person he 
knew, especially his girls and 
his nieces who remember 
being called Sadie, Gertrude 
or Hortense. He loved visiting 
with people at coffee or just 
around town, and his truck 
was on autopilot for his daily 
routes around town in both 
CT and ME.  

Anyone who crossed paths 
with John knew how import-
ant family and friendships 
were to him.  

John will be missed dearly 
by his loving and devoted 
wife, Linda (Gale) Boardman 
and daughters and sons-in-
law, Tracy Boardman and 
Adam Way of Belfast, ME 
and Carrie and Scott Generous 
of Chesapeake, VA, brothers 
Richard Boardman and wife 
Carol, Michael Boardman 
and partner Karen Betts, Bill 
Boardman and wife, Lisa 
Satchfield, and sister, Eileen 
Boardman. He was lovingly 
known as Unc to his favor-
ite (and only) nephew, Tom 
Boardman and wife, Laura, 
and nieces, Lauren Murphy 
and husband, Shawn, Heather 
Kennedy and husband, Greg, 
Davis Boardman and partner, 
Jada Young, and his beloved 
great nieces and nephews, 
Thomas, Jenna, and Jonathon 
Boardman, Madison and 
Bennett Murphy, and Marin 
and Madeline Kennedy.  John 
is also survived by his lov-
ing Aunts, Uncles, Cousins, 
and countless dear friends.  
Besides his parents, John was 
predeceased by his brother-
in-law and partner in humor, 
Charlie Baker.

A Memorial Mass will 
be held on Saturday, March 
7, 2020 at 10:30 a.m. at St. 
Mary’s Church, 1600 Main 
St. Coventry, CT.  Memorial 
services will also be held in 
Islesboro, ME at a date yet to 
be determined.  

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made in John’s honor to The 
Beacon Project P.O. Box 
1135 Islesboro, ME 04848 or 
Wreaths Across America P.O. 
Box 249 Columbia Falls, ME 
04623 or www.wreathsacros-
samerica.org/MPILF47.  For 
an online memorial guest-
book please visit www.potter-
funeralhome.com. 

Stephen A. Munsell
COVENTRY

Stephen A. Munsell, 86, 
beloved husband of Lucille 
(Palmer) Munsell, died 
Saturday, January 25, 2020.  
He was born March 10, 1933 
to the late Stephen E. and Pearl 
(Seibert) Munsell.  Stephen 
was a lifetime NASCAR 
Fan and Collector.  He was a 
member of the New England 
Antique Automobile Racing 
Club, Former member of the 
South Coventry Volunteer 
Fire Department, Member 
of the United Steelworkers 
Union- Lifetime member 
and supporter of the NRA. 
Stephen worked at Rogers 
Corporation for 45 years until 
his retirement.  Besides his 
wife, Lucille, He is survived 
by his 5 children and their 
spouses; Barbara Joyner and 

her husband, Rob, Kim Hawes 
and her husband, Frank, 
Stephen Munsell and his wife, 
Joyce, Billy Munsell and his 
wife, Dianne; nine grandchil-
dren, Robert, Stephen, Paul, 
Kimberly, Shannon, Amber, 
Danny, Dustin and Tony; nine 
great-grandchildren, Robert 
Jr., Stephenie, Nick, Pierce, 
Mary, Lexi,  Holden, Joey and 
Silas; and one great-great-
grandchild, Reya.  

The Coventry-Pietras 
Funeral Home, 3665 Boston 
Turnpike, Coventry has been 
entrusted with Stephen’s care. 
At Stephens request, all ser-
vices will be held privately at 
the convenience of the fam-
ily. For online condolences 
please visit www.pietrasfu-
neralhome.com.

Janice Shirshac
COLUMBIA

Janice Shirshac, 79, of 
Columbia, beloved wife of 
Ken Shirshac and daughter 
of Clara and Philip Bonafine, 
passed away on January 25, 
2020. Born in Willimantic, 
Janice lived her entire adult 
life in Columbia, where she 
and Ken raised four children. 
Her family includes son, Greg 
(m. Cindy) of Scotland, CT 
and their children, (Reuben, 
Shane and Chelsea); son, Scott 
(m. Jean-Marie) and their 
children, (Spencer, Mikaila 
and Marissa) of Hampton, 
CT; daughter, Roxanne (m. 
Michael Fuhrman) and their 
children, (Misha, Cezanne 
and Indigo) of Tolland, CT; 
and daughter, Terri (m. Mike 
Tobin) and their children, 
(Jude and Riley) of Houston, 
TX. Two great-granddaugh-
ters, Peyton and Reagan, 
complete the picture.

Born in 1940, she spent her 
formative teenage years as a 
faithful Elvis fan and was a 
1959 graduate of Windham 
High School. After gradua-
tion, she worked as a secre-
tary for Gaucher and Gaucher 
law office. She married Ken 
(who Janice said looked like 
Elvis) in 1960, started their 
family the following year, and 
moved to their forever home 
in Columbia several years 
later. Motherhood was always 
a dream of Janice’s, and she 
dedicated herself wholly to 
it. She returned to work after 
her youngest entered school, 
and she spent many happy 
years working and laughing 

in the cafeteria at Horace W. 
Porter school. Later in life, 
Janice became a department 
manager at Merritt Imaging, 
a microfilm company in 
Vernon.

Janice was known for her 
profusion of baked goods and 
mock lasagna, and her fleece 
blankets and beautiful cro-
cheted afghans rest on the bed 
or couch of each child, grand-
child and beloved friend. 
She made 16 annual trips to 
Deltona, FL to spend time 
with her parents, eventually 
becoming her mothers care-
giver for many years. Janice 
loved music, especially enjoy-
ing her son Scott’s live band 
shows all over CT. Always on 
the move, she ended up trav-
eling to many states to visit 
children and newly arrived 
grandbabies. As her family 
grew and spread out, Janice 
worked to keep everyone con-
nected, supporting the family 
through phone calls, cards, 
texts, Skype chats, and an 
inordinate number of heav-
ily-taped holiday packages. 
Janice cherished her time 
with lifelong friends Nancy 
Smith and Sherrill Conterno, 
and dearest cousin Pam St. 
John, exploring the nooks 
and crannies of CT, looking 
for a good lunch, good craft 
fairs, and good laughs. She 
lived the life she wanted, as 
wife, mother, grandmother, 
and great grandmother, put-
ting others at the center of her 
world.

There are no calling hours.  
Janice’s Funeral Mass will 
be held on Thursday, January 
30, 2020 at 11:30 a.m. at St. 
Joseph Church, 99 Jackson 
St., Willimantic, burial to fol-
low at St. Joseph Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider making a donation to 
St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital in Janice’s honor 
(800)805-5856, www.stjude.
org, or 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105).  

For an online memorial 
guestbook please visit www.
potterfuneralhome.com.

University of Connecticut sophomore Fiona Casey of New Fairfield spoke about the coronavi-
rus outbreak while taking a break from her studies at the UConn Student Union Monday after-
noon. Michelle Firestone | Staff

The library, located at 905 
Main St., has free patterns 
available for those who wish 
to make the pouches.

The pouches will be given 
to orphaned “joeys,” or baby 
kangaroos, possums, gliders, 
koalas and other marsupials. 

The warm, snuggly pouch 
mimics the mother’s pouch, 
where the baby will live until 
it is old enough to explore on 
its own.

“There’s so 
many orphaned 
animals out 
there now, and 
the wildfires 
are not going 
a n y w h e r e 
because there’s 
a heat wave,” 
Adult Services 
Librarian Julia 
Gavin said. 
“There’s no end 
in sight.”

In addition 
to the patterns, 
the library has 
donated yarn, 
knitting needles and cro-
chet hooks for residents to 
browse.

“They’re very easy to 
make,” Gavin said. “This 
one took me three days and I 
work full time.”

Librarian Lisa Clymer said 
she has been working on 
her pouch during her lunch 
breaks at the library.

“This is the first time I’ve 
ever made something myself 
for a charity,” Clymer said. 
“I’ve only been knitting for a 
few months.”

As part of the effort, com-
munity members can attend 
the monthly knitting club 
meeting Tuesday, Feb. 11, at 
4:30 p.m.

Gavin and other expe-
rienced knitters will be 
on-hand to answer questions
and point crafters in the right
direction.

The library will collect the
pouches through the end of
February and then send them
off to a United States col-
lection point, or directly to
Australia.

The library is also collect-
ing donations to be sent to
Puerto Rico following the

recent earth-
quakes.

“We want to
be more com-
munity-orient-
ed and connect-
ed,” Gavin said.

W i n d h a m /
W i l l i m a n t i c
CARES has col-
lected money at
the Windham
Town Hall and
the streets of
Willimantic in
recent weeks.

The library 
will be another

collection site.
“It’s just collecting money

at this point,” Gavin said. 
“We’re going to do that
for as long as Windham/
Willimantic CARES wants to
collect everything. They’re 
not collecting supplies
because it’s so hard to get
them there.”

Gavin said the location
might be more convenient
for town residents who use
the library on a regular basis.

“It’s one more place to
be seen, one more place
to drop off and help out,”
Willimantic Library Director
Daniel Paquette said. 

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

board and she misses “hav-
ing him at the table.” 

“Obviously, the first prior-
ity is for him to get well, but 
if anyone else got sick, then 
we wouldn’t be able to have 
meetings,” she said.

There are three members 
on the board of selectmen 
and Blessington is the lone 
Republican, while Boritz and 
Wiecenski are Democrats.

“Right now, we’re miss-

ing our Republican voice,” 
Boritz said. “It’s a little 
uncomfortable for me, per-
sonally, because I do believe 
in the elected process.”

She said Blessington’s 
experience and time liv-
ing in Willington, where he 
has lived most of his life, is 
“invaluable.”

“You can’t replace that,” 
Boritz said.

Follow Michelle Firestone 
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

Continued from Page 1

Longtime Willington selectman’s 
condition has been upgraded

Local college campuses on alert
Continued from Page 1

Volunteers knitting 
pouches to help  
animals in Australia
Continued from Page 1

There’s so 
many orphaned 
animals out 
there now, and 
the wildfires 
are not going 
anywhere 
because there’s 
a heat wave. 

Julia Gavin
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