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Best Gas 
Price

Sun Mart Main 2.27
A-1 Main      2.29
Cumbys Jackson    2.36
Shell Jackson 2.39
Xtra Fuels Main    2.43
Valero Main    2.44
Shell Main  2.44
Cumbys Main     2.44
Mobil Boston Post 2.45
Stop & Shop Main 2.49

— Gasbuddy.com
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Lotteries
WEDNESDAY

Mid-Day 3: 3-7-5

Mid-Day 4: 6-4-9-4

Play 3: 3-5-9

Play 4: 2-3-8-7

Cash 5: 6-19-21-22-25

Powerball
16-32-35-36-46/3

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 229, Willimantic, CT 
06226.

Location: 
322 Main St., Unit 1-1B, Willimantic, 
a quarter-mile east of the Frog 
Bridge intersection.

To Subscribe:
860-423-8466 or 
delivery@theChronicle.com

To Report News:
860-423-8466, ext. 3337 or 
news@theChronicle.com
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Mother wants policy 
change for officers

LISA MASSICOTTE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

COVENTRY — Town officials 
are looking into adopting a policy 
or ordinance to ban Coventry police 
personnel from having sexual inter-
actions with anyone under 18 years 
of age.

The move follows the request of 
Jennifer Burdette, a mother who 
made harassment complaints against 
Coventry police Sgt. Michael Hicks. 
She went before the council Tuesday 
night. 

Coventry’s town council discussed 
Burdette’s request during its regular 
meeting. 

The former Coventry resident put 
in the policy request after filing a 
personnel complaint in September.

She publicly accused Hicks of sex-
ually harassing her then-15-year-old 
daughter over Facebook Messenger 
in 2012-13.

There is an ongoing state police 
investigation regarding the alle-
gations and Hicks was placed on 
administrative leave with pay Oct. 1, 
2019, according to Coventry Police 
Chief Mark Palmer.

Burdette has publicly claimed on 
multiple occasions the Coventry 
Police Department has dealt with 
her situation unprofessionally, ask-
ing her to stay quiet about the matter 
when she first notified police.

Tuesday night, she asked Palmer 
to consider resigning in addition to 
saying other women have come for-
ward to state police with allegations 
against Hicks and accusing Palmer 
of not informing the state’s attorney 

of disciplinary actions he faced in 
2017 regarding similar claims.

“State’s Attorney Gedansky did 
not have the information he need-
ed to make an informed decision 
regarding the officer of the year 
award,” Burdette said.

In 2017, Hicks earned the “Tolland 
County Police Officer of the Year” 
award.

Burdette’s council request came in 
a Feb. 6 letter she sent to the town 
council, in which stated she wants a 
mandate added to the town’s person-
nel code of conduct.

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Wearing 
buttons showing the migrating 
monarch butterfly, a group of 
immigrants and immigrant-sup-
porters gathered Tuesday at 
Eastern Connecticut State Uni-
versity to rally for the continu-
ation of immigrant protections.

A crowd of ralliers gathered 
at the Betty Tipton Room in the 
ECSU Student Center to show 
their support for undocumented 
immigrants, both at Eastern and 
in the Willimantic community.

Many of the immigrants, pro-
tected under the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals program, 
have lived in the United States 
for the majority of their lives.

The so-called “Dreamers” 
rallied in response to President 
Donald Trump’s efforts to end 
the Obama-era DACA program.

The U.S. Supreme Court’s 
decision to end the program 
could come anytime in the next 
few months, according to Eastern 
Provost and Vice President 
William Salka.

Salka said it is likely the case 
will be lost and the DACA pro-
gram will end.

“(ECSU President Elsa Núñez) 
was adamant that if that decision 
came down, we needed to be 
prepared to support not just our 
DACA students, but all of our 
undocumented students here on 

campus,” Salka said. “No mat-
ter what happens, Eastern will 
always support every undocu-
mented student on this campus.”

Back in November, Connect-
icut Attorney General William 
Tong visited the campus to hear 
from undocumented students at 
the start of the Supreme Court 
process.

Eastern is one of the universi-
ties that accepts DACA students 
through TheDream.Us scholar-
ship program.

Former Coventry resident Jennifer 
Burdette speaks about the Coventry 
Police Department and Sgt. Michael 
Hicks during a town council meeting 
Tuesday at the Coventry Town Hall 
Annex. Lisa Massicotte | Staff 

Christine Garcia, an assistant professor of English, reads a poem in 
Eastern Connecticut State University’s Student Center during the 
DACA rally Tuesday. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Eastern senior Naomi Carranza speaks during the rally in front of 
ECSU’s Webb Hall. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

MANSFIELD — A letter sent by Mansfield 
Town Council members to University of 
Connecticut President Thomas Katsouleas 
recently expresses a need for more affordable 
housing in town and the importance of increas-
ing the tax base. 

The town’s stand conflicts with UConn’s 
demand the town refrain from encouraging 
such housing, as it clashes with university 
desires to keep college students on campus.

Mansfield’s let-
ter was written in 
response to an Oct. 
17 missive from 
UConn Executive 
Vice President for 
Adminis t ra t ion 
and Chief Fin-
ancial Officer 
Scott Jordan to 
Mansfield Interim 
Town Manager 
John Carrington.  

The letter was 
delivered to uni-
versity officials 
during the Feb. 11 
town/university 
relations commit-
tee meeting. 

Jordan’s letter 
stated the university is opposed to the con-
struction of multi-unit housing because if more 
of that type of housing is built, revenues from 
on-campus housing are expected to drop. 

Council members authorized the town to 
send a letter to Katsouleas by a vote of 8-0 
during their Feb. 10 meeting.

The letter was drafted by Mansfield Mayor 
Antonia Moran.  

UConn officials could not be reached for 
comment Tuesday.

“I think this is a very well-written letter and 
I thank the mayor for writing it with help from 
staff,” council member David Freudmann said.

He said he is not a big “aficionado” of more 
apartments being built, but it is a legitimate 
business.

“It was very good that the town’s attorney 
was consulted,” Freudmann said. 

Moran noted the letter “clearly states” the 
town’s position, but also asks the university to 
collaborate with the town. 

“Our two institutions have put significant 
effort into working together to find solutions to 
problems, with the changes to Spring Weekend 
being one of the most noticeable successes,” 

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WINDHAM — Neighboring towns 
who send students to the Charles H. 
Barrows STEM Academy in Windham 
can expect a small tuition increase in 
the fall.

The Windham Board of Education 
discussed the tuition raise during its 
meeting last week at Windham High 
School.

The board voted unanimously Feb. 
12 to approve a 3-percent increase, 
or about $150 per student, for out-
of-district Barrows students for the 
2020-21 year.

The Barrows Academy is a K-8 
magnet school operated through 
Windham Public Schools.

Approximately one-third of its stu-
dents, or about 171 pupils, come from 

neighboring districts.
By raising the tuition rate by 3 per-

cent, the district expects to increase its
revenue by about $25,639.74.

According to information includ-
ed in the board’s packet, the annu-
al tuition increase for out-of-district
Barrows students has averaged about 
2.15 percent over the last six years.

The district raised tuition by 6.52
percent in the 2018-19 year and then
by 2 percent in the 2019-20 year.

According to school board mem-
ber Tracy Lambert, tuition was not
increased for a number of years until
the district realized it was spending
much of its own money on educating
neighboring students.

“We suddenly realized we were 
paying more for out-of-town students,

Mansfield 
responds 
to UC on 
housing

The university 
is opposed to 
the construction 
of multi-unit 
housing because 
if more of that 
type of housing 
is built, revenues 
from on-campus 
housing are 
expected to drop.

TOWN, Page 4

OUT-OF-TOWN, Page 4

Out-of-town tuition is 
going up at Barrows

ECSU students 
rally for DACA

Eastern junior Jennifer Zuniga, 
sophomore Vania Perez Gordillo, 
junior Leo Garcia and senior 
Britney Acevedo-Corona chant 
during the rally. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff ECSU, Page 4

POLICY CHANGE, Page 4

Seeks restrictions on teen interactions
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Her desired mandate would 
prohibit Coventry police per-
sonnel “from engaging in 
sexual activity with citizens 
of Coventry who are under 
the age of 18, or who have 
attained the age of 18 and are 
still attending a high school 
program of study funded by 
the town of Coventry,” reads 
the letter.

Coventry Town Manager 
John Elsesser explained he 
previously discussed Bur-
dette’s policy request with 
the town’s labor attorney.

“He feels that some of our 

policies may address this 
already,” Elsesser said. “Our 
town attorney is starting to 
look at other aspects of the 
law, whether if we would 
even have the right to adopt 
this type of policy short of 
having a law.”

There are questions regard-
ing whether an ordinance or 
a policy would be appropri-
ate to adopt, according to 
Elsesser.

He said the town “clearly” 
doesn’t have good answers 
to address Burdette’s request.

“I think both those things 
need to be looked at before 

we say ‘yay’ or ‘nay,’” he 
said to the town council.

Councilor Matthew 
O’Brien Sr. asked the town 
council to get information on 
the existing policies related 
to this.

“It is certainly an area of 
concern and should be looked 
into,” O’Brien Sr. said.

He was followed by 
Councilperson Lisa Thomas, 
who asked Elsesser if he 
inquired to other towns about 
whether they have a poli-
cy or ordinance similar to 
Burdette’s request.

Elsesser said he asked the 

media to look into that.
“This morning I said ‘why

don’t you ask other towns 
because I have not heard of
this,” he said.

Elsesser said prelimi-
nary discussions regarding
the request can begin at the
upcoming Coventry Town 
Council Steering Committee
meeting, which is Monday at
7 p.m. in the Coventry Town
Hall Conference Room B.

“Developing a plan on how
to research this is part of the
first steps,” Elsesser said.

Follow Lisa Massicotte on 
Twitter - @LMassicotteTC.
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF ANNABELLE DURKIN 
AUGUST 28, 1925 - FEBRUARY 19, 2009

Eleven years already since our loss. 
Years pass and bring distance, yet our hearts stay forever con-

nected. Your presence within our hearts tells our souls that you’re 
at peace, but a mother never stops watching over her children or 

inspiring them to live a good and full life. 
A life that wouldn’t have had memory without the love you 

placed within every memory that makes us  
who we are and will be.
We miss you so much!

Love your children, 
Jan, Patty, Cindy,Melissa and Ken 

Grandchildren, Great -Grandchildren, Sister Ruthie, Roger, 
Nicci and Extended Family and Friends

she wrote in the letter. 
“I am hopeful that we can 

once again find common 
ground to address this issue 
in a manner that benefits both 
the town and the university.  
For that to be possible, it is 
imperative that both organi-
zations understand the chal-
lenges faced by the other.”  

According to Moran, less 
than 7 percent of the housing 
units in Mansfield are con-
sidered affordable and there 
is an effort underway to bring 
more afford-
able housing 
units into 
town.

In fact, the 
M a n s f i e l d 
N o n p r o f i t 
H o u s i n g 
Development 
Corp. is hold-
ing two open 
house events 
to give 
M a n s f i e l d 
residents the 
opportunity 
to learn more 
about a pro-
posed 42-unit 
housing proj-
ect that will include a mix of 
affordable and other units. 

The proposed development 
would be built at the cor-
ner of South Eagleville and 
Maple roads.

The open house events will 
be held Thursday from noon 
to 1 p.m. and Feb. 26 from 5 
to 6 p.m., both at the housing 
authority office at 309 Maple 
Road. 

“It isn’t set in stone 
because it will be determined 
by our financing,” Mansfield 
Housing Authority Executive 
Director Rebecca Fields said. 

The project is slated to be 
reviewed for possible permit-
ting by the inland wetlands 
agency/planning and zoning 
commission during its March 
2 meeting.

Because the project 
involves a zoning change, 
the developer was required 
to notify everyone who lives  
within 500 feet of the pro-
posed development about the 
hearing, which they did.

Fields said those people 
were also notified about the 
open house events. 

Moran wrote, under the 
Affordable Housing Land 
Use Appeals Act, munic-
ipalities with less than 10 
percent affordable housing 
units are subject to a different 
legal standard when review-
ing applications for housing 
developments that include a 
significant affordable hous-
ing component.

“Instead of the burden 
being on the developer to 
demonstrate that they meet 
local zoning requirements, 
the burden is shifted to the 

town to prove 
that there are 
public health 
and safety 
concerns that 
o u t w e i g h 
the need for 
a f f o r d a b l e 
h o u s i n g , ”  
she wrote 
in the letter 
to UConn. 
“Few munic-
i p a l i t i e s 
have been 
able to meet 
this stan-
dard when 
cha l l enged 
in court and 

fighting such challenges is 
costly.”

Mansfield Deputy Mayor 
Ben Shaiken said the zoning 
changes were changed recent-
ly to reflect a requirement 
developers of multi-family 
housing now build units for 
people earning 80 percent or 
below of the median income.

Moran said it is import-
ant for the town to develop 
properties that can be taxed, 
citing a drop in Payment In 
Lieu of Taxes funds over the 
years.

PILOT funding is given by 
the state to municipalities for 
state property, which can not 
be taxed.

Under the current bud-
get, the town is receiving 
$5,574,100, the same amount 
of PILOT funding the town 
received in fiscal year 2018-
19. 

However, from fiscal year 
2016-17 to the current fiscal 
year, there has been a drop of 
$1,557,599 in PILOT fund-
ing. 

Follow Michelle Firestone 
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

out of our own budget, than 
we were for our in-town stu-
dents,” Lambert said. “So 
we’ve slowly been increas-
ing what our expenses are to 
sending towns.”

Lambert said it is better to 
make this change early in the 
budget process, so districts 
have time in their budget 
negotiations to prepare.

Windham Board of Educa-
tion Chairman Lynne Ide 
said, because of budget 
constraints, this increase is 
slightly larger than the previ-
ous year.

“We looked at just what 
our overhead was, through 
contractual obligations, and 
we can’t just each year not 
pass anything along to the 
out-of-town students,” said 
Ide. “We can’t expect the 
taxpayers of Windham to 
make up all of that difference 
alone.”

More information on the 
tuition increase, including 
the increasing cost of ven-
dors, is available online at 
windhamps.org in the board’s 
Feb. 12 meeting packet.

Follow Claire Galvin on 
Twitter - @CGalvinTC. 
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to UConn officials 
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Two open house 
events will be held 
to give Mansfield 
residents the 
opportunity to 
learn more about 
a proposed 42-unit 
housing project 
that will include a 
mix of affordable 
and other units.

Out-of-town tuition is 
going up at Barrows

Amid a backdrop of signs 
with phrases like “Stop play-
ing politics with immigrant 
lives” and “No ban, no wall,” 
other speakers shared their 
stories and their support of 
undocumented immigrants.

“Today we are fighting for 
all immigrant lives,” said 
student Britney Acevedo-
Corona. “Who are you fight-
ing for?”

Acevedo-Corona is the 
president of Freedom at 
Eastern, a club that raises 
awareness about immigrant 
issues on campus and the 
group that held Tuesday’s 
event.

Windham Acting Mayor 
Thomas DeVivo said the 
town supports undocumented 
immigrants.

“I’m happy to say that we 
are a sanctuary town, we are 
a sanctuary state,” DeVivo 

said. “On the local level, you 
are well supported.”

After the speeches, the 
group traveled across cam-
pus to further publicize its 
mission.

The ralliers recited call-
and-response chants like 
“Undocumented, unafraid” 
and “Up up with liberation, 
down down with deporta-
tion” while marching from 
the Student Center to Webb 
Hall.

Once at Webb Hall, the 
speakers again told their 
stories, encouraged people 
to support undocumented 
immigrants and asked those 
who could vote to support 
politicians who defend immi-
grants.

They then marched back 
to the Student Center, where 
voter registration forms were 
available.

Follow Claire Galvin on 
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

Continued from Page 1

ECSU sophomore Melissa Rivas-Triana leads a chant in front 
of Webb Hall. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff 

A crowd makes its way across campus for a DACA rally Tuesday at Eastern Connecticut State University. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

ECSU students rally for DACA

HARTFORD COURANT

HARTFORD — With state 
legislators deeply distrust-
ful of each other, lawmakers 
are considering a new plan 
for Gov. Ned Lamont’s pro-
posal to toll trucks only at 
12 bridges — offering two 
separate bills with six tolls 
each and force the House of 
Representatives and Senate 
to vote twice.

“That’s one of the options,” 
Senate President Pro Tem 
Martin Looney confirmed 
Tuesday. “Under that option, 
both chambers would have to 
vote on both bills.’’

A vote on electronic high-
way tolls has been delayed 
repeatedly for months as 
Lamont and optimistic leg-
islators thought they would 
vote last summer or fall. The 
latest version calls for tolls 
on a dozen bridges on six 
highways from Greenwich to 
Groton on trucks only.

Since some House mem-
bers question whether the 
Senate has the necessary 
votes and vice versa, some 
lawmakers say the best way 
to overcome the uncertainty 
is to conduct simultaneous 
debates.

But Looney stressed that 
no final decisions have been 

made on the process, and no 
date has been set for a vote.

“The speaker and I are 
still going back and forth on 
various options and logisti-
cal planning,” Looney said. 
“There isn’t any specific 
commitment to a day yet.”

Regarding a potential vote 
this week, Looney said, “I 
can’t really speculate on 
that at all. We’re already at 
Tuesday here.”

Legislators say that having 
high attendance is import-
ant because senators are split 
on truck-only tolls, with 
18 in favor and 18 against, 
and support in the House is 
expected to be close to the 
minimum 76 votes needed in 
the 151-member chamber.

Longtime Capitol veterans 
say splitting a bill into two 
pieces is highly unusual.

Former veteran state legis-
lator Michael P. Lawlor burst 
out laughing upon hearing 

the scenario of having six 
tolls in each of two bills.

“That is great,” Lawlor, an 
East Haven Democrat, said, 
adding he knew of no similar 
instance during more than 20 
years at the Capitol. “There’s 
no way to write the bill (to 
avoid all criticism). You’re 
either going to vote for tolls 
or not. People are trying to 
find a way to avoid unnec-
essary criticism, and you just 
can’t do it.’’

Former state Rep. Stephen 
Dargan, a West Haven 
Democrat who co-chaired 
the public safety committee 
for 22 of his 26 years at the 
Capitol, recalled a somewhat 
similar scenario in 1995 and 
1996 when Republican John 
G. Rowland was governor 
and Republicans controlled 
the state Senate.

“The last time I remember 
anything similar was when 
the Senate was controlled 

by the Republicans and the
House was controlled by the
Democrats,” he said Tuesday.
“There were times when we
would split the committee
because there were differ-
ences of opinion. In those
instances, you might be vot-
ing on the same bill twice
— and it would get lost in
limbo because one chamber
would take it up and another
chamber wouldn’t.”

The two bills, obtained
Tuesday by the Courant, are
28 pages each with some 
similar details.

One bill calls for six tolls
that include the Gold Star
Memorial Bridge between
New London and Groton,
and the Byram River bridge
on I-684 in Greenwich, along
with bridges in West Haven,
East Lyme, Plainfield and 
on Route 8 south of I-84 in
Waterbury.

The second bill includes
tolls at the Charter Oak Bridge
in Hartford, the so-called 
Mixmaster in Waterbury,
the Rochambeau Bridge on
I-84 between Newtown and
Southbury, along with bridg-
es in West Hartford, Stamford
and Westport.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Lawmakers consider cutting toll bill in half, voting twice

Policy change for officers sought

There’s no way to write the bill (to avoid 
all criticism). You’re either going to vote 
for tolls or not. People are trying to find 
a way to avoid unnecessary criticism, 
and you just can’t do it.

Michael P. Lawlor


