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Maggie Siff and Damian Lewis star 

in “Billions,” which begins its fi fth 

season Sunday on Showtime.
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The Connecticut Academy of Science and 

Engineering has released fact-based informa-

tion on how everyone should stay informed on 

the spread of COVID-19 within Connecticut.

CASE, which is based out of Rocky Hill, is char-

tered by the Connecticut General Assembly to 

provide the state and its residents with expert 

knowledge on science and technology.

CASE compiled a list of what it deems to be 

the most reliable and coordinated sources of 

information about COVID-19, a coronavirus.

They include:

• The state’s online portal at portal.ct.gov/

Coronavirus.

It includes the latest information from the state 

Department of Public Health State Laboratory 

on testing results and includes guides on the 

following:

• The state’s COVID-19 Infoline in partner-

ship with the United Way of Connecticut, which 

can be accessed by calling 2-1-1 or texting 

“CTCOVID” at 898211.

• The State of Connecticut Joint Information 

Center can be contacted 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week by calling 860-754-8342 or email-

ing COVID19.JIC@ct.gov.

Information from the JIC will also 

be shared on its Twitter account at  

@COVID19CT and on Facebook at CT COVID-

19 Response.

Keep informed 
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COVID-19 
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• According to Gov. Ned 

Lamont Friday, the number 

of COVID-19 cases in the 

state is 28,762 (up 1,064), 

the number of deaths is 

2,339 (up 82), while the 

number of hospitalizations 

is at 1,592 (down 58).

• To the concern of health 

experts, many states nation-

wide opened up businesses 

Friday in the first significant 

easing of pandemic restric-

tions since the health crisis 

began.

• Federal officials have 

approved a new drug to 

treat the coronavirus that 

could shorten hospital stays 

for those requiring hospital-

izations.

• A Milford man has been 

charged for spitting on 

police and then claiming he 

had coronavirus following a 

scuffle with his roommate.

• Lamont said Friday that 

the economic effects of the 

pandemic will be ‘sobering.’

This semester was a trying one
As academic school year comes 

  

Spring semester classes officially ended Friday at UConn, giving way to virtual final exams next week and a vir-
tual commencement May 9. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Hearts of thanks
Thank-you hearts for those on the frontlines were placed near the Lebanon Green recently. Roxanne Pandolfi | 

Pedestrians wear facemasks as they walk near the University of Connecticut’s 
Mirror Lake recently. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — As the spring semes-
ter wraps up at Eastern Connecticut State 
University, students are reflecting on what 
might be one of the oddest semesters in uni-
versity history.

No thanks to the global coronavirus pan-
demic, the Eastern campus has been closed 
since the middle of March. Students have 
completed their coursework through online 
access only.

Eastern students will participate in a virtual 
commencement ceremony May 19, the same 
day seniors were scheduled to graduate in 
Hartford at the XL Center.

Eastern staff said if circumstances permit, 
later on, the university will attempt to hold a 
commencement ceremony in the fall.

The last day of classes for Eastern students 
is May 6. 

Eastern students will take their exams vir-
tually May 11-17.

Eastern senior Kris Wright said the campus 
closure has been difficult.

“I think everyone was unprepared,” Wright 
said. “I think professors were unprepared, I 
think students were unprepared.”

Wright said students are often struggling 
with technology and class participation lim-
itations.

Eastern Connecticut State University has 
been closed since the middle of March. Roxanne 
Pandolfi | Staff

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

STORRS — Spring semes-
ter classes officially ended 
Friday at the University of 
Connecticut, giving way to 
virtual final exams next week 
and a virtual commencement 
May 9.

Needless to say, this 
semester was memorable — 
and not for the right reasons.

Soon-to-be graduate Sarah 
Ayers, however, not only 
feels sorry for her class-
mates, she said she feels 
worse for younger UConn 
students impacted by the 
coronavirus pandemic.  

“I lost the last part (of col-
lege). But even going back to 
school in the fall, it’s going 
to be different for them,” the 
Ashford resident said.

After years of hard work 
and late nights, commence-
ment is usually a special 
time for graduating college 
seniors.

Because of the pandem-
ic, however, UConn will 
not have its traditional 
commencement ceremo-

ECSU students 
express their 
disappointment

ECSU, Page 4

UC STUDENTS, Page 4

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WINDHAM/WILLIMANTIC 
— For the young pupils who are 
missing their favorite teachers, 
next week brings an opportunity 
for them to say “hi” in a safe, 
socially distant environment.

Windham Public Schools’ first 
“care-a-van” will take place 

Monday from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
through Willimantic and Wind-
ham.

Staff from Windham High 
School, Windham Center School 
and other district schools will be 
escorted by the Willimantic Police 
Department and the Willimantic 
Fire Department as they wave to 
students and families throughout 

the district.
The parade will begin and end

at Windham High School.
Windham Public Schools

Acting Superintendent Tracy
Youngberg told families about the
“care-a-vans” during her weekly
announcements Wednesday.

“Several of our schools have

‘Care-a-vans’ taking to the streets

WINDHAM, Page 4
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There are no obituaries  

in today’s Chronicle

MANSFIELD — As part of the 
Mansfield Parks and Recreation week-
ly Boredom Buster series, beginning 
Monday through Sunday, May 10, local 
residents, family and friends are invited 
to partake “Signs of Hope Week.”

Signs of Hope is a community-wide 
project to find peace of mind in the 
midst of our current health crisis.

The families of Mansfield, along with 
neighbors and friends, are encouraged 

to decorate a sign that includes an 
uplifting message to keep our commu-
nity hopeful. 

Signs can be placed outside the home, 
community parks or even major roads.

“At times like these, whether we’re 
essential travelers or fresh air seek-
ers, our goal for Signs of Hope is to 
provide us all with glimpses of hope 
in a time where we need it the most,” 
reads a release issued Friday from the 
Mansfield recreation department.

All are invited to share their cre-
ative signs or the ones spotted around
town by commenting on Mansfield’s
Community centers Signs of Hope 
Facebook post.

The next Boredom Buster event will
be the week of May 11. 

Watch details and clues on upcom-
ing events at www.mansfieldcc.com and
the Mansfield Parks and Recreation
Facebook page.

nies, which usually turn the second 
weekend in May into a festive and 
crowded campus full of smiles and 
tears.

Despite having a final semester 
that was never anticipated, Ayers 
and her friends are planning to cel-
ebrate their graduation with a cre-
ative, personal ceremony.

Because of the pandemic, all 
courses have been taught virtually 
since mid-March.

During the trustees 
meeting Wednesday, 
UConn President 
Thomas Katsouleas 
said he is proud of 
how the university 
has responded during 
this challenging time.

“The university has 
relied on its sense of 
community and I 
would say, thrived, 
through this 100-year event,” he 
said.

Katsouleas said he expects a 
decision to be made about the fall 
semester by June 30.

Several options are being consid-
ered, including regular operations, 
distance learning and a mixture of 
both.

UConn Board of Trustees Chair-
man Daniel Toscano acknowledged 
the students’ efforts during the pan-
demic.

“Their academic pursuits have 
been altered in a profound way,” he 
said during the trustees’ meeting. 
“Without their flexibility and coop-
eration, I don’t think we would be 
getting through this as successfully 
as we are.”

After more than a month of virtu-

al learning, students said they miss 
the liveliness of campus life.

Sarah Ayers’ sister, UConn fresh-
man Rachel Ayers, said at first, 
it was difficult to adjust from her 
independent life at school to life at 
home.

“I definitely feel lonely because 
I’m used to being around a lot of 
people,” she said, noting she has 
been talking to her friends on the 
telephone.

The sisters have helped each other 
stay focused on their 
school work.

Sarah Ayers said, 
in the beginning, 
they would try to 
have hourly dance 
parties to “keep their 
energy up.”  

“It’s nice that she 
knows exactly what 
I’m feeling so we can 
talk about it because 

I know she understands,” Rachel 
Ayers said, referring to her sister.

Emily Kaufman, a junior major-
ing in environmental studies and 
sociology who lives in Storrs, said 
she misses being involved in envi-
ronmental activism on campus.

“It’s been kind of sad,” she said.
In an effort to assist students 

during their distance learning time, 
the university recently decided to 
offer a “pass/fail” option for all 
classes.

The University Senate voted 
Monday to extend the pass/fail 
deadline, which was initially Friday,  
to May 15.

Mental health services and other 
support services are also being 
offered virtually to help students 
who are struggling.

Some students have dealt with 
their anxiety and stress by exercis-
ing and getting fresh air, as well as 
taking breaks.

“I generally leave my evenings 
for just relaxing,” Kaufman said. 

The pandemic has presented 
financial challenges for some stu-
dents.

Some undergraduates have par-
ents who have been laid-off or had 
their hours reduced, while some 
graduates have lost pay.

Graduate students recently issued 
a long list of demands to the univer-
sity administration, asking for their 
assistance during this challenging 
time.

The university has various forms 
of financial aid available for stu-
dents.

UConn is receiving about $21.5 

million through the Coronavirus, 
Aid, Relief and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act, about $10.8 million 
of which will be given to students 
in the form of grants.

The remaining funding will go 
toward pandemic-related expenses 
at the university, helping them to 
recoup some of the approximate-
ly $30 million in revenue losses 
between the Storrs and regional 
campuses.

“We have identified close to 
12,500 (students) across all grade 
levels that would receive between 
$500 and $1,000,” UConn Vice 
President for Enrollment Planning 
and Management Nathan Fuerst 
said, referring to the CARES act 
grants. 

Follow Michelle Firestone on 
Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

already created videos to remind 
students we miss them and care 
about them,” Youngberg said. 

“If you attend Natchaug School, 
for example, you enjoyed a spe-
cial greeting last week that your 
teachers and staff sent to you 
— virtually. We know that this 
kind of activity helps make every-
one feel a little bit better, so we 
are excited to announce that next 
week — as part of Wellness Week 
— many schools are hosting care-
a-vans.”

The “care-a-van” events will 
continue from Monday through 
Thursday.

Some schools have elected to 
have staff located at the school 
so families can drive through the 
school grounds and see teachers.

The first of those care-a-vans 
will take place at Windham High 
School on Monday from 5:45 to 
6:30 p.m.

The following care-a-vans will 
take place on Tuesday at Windham 
Center School, Wednesday at 
Charles H. Barrows STEM 
Academy and at Windham High 
School for Early Head Start fam-
ilies and Thursday at Windham 
Middle School for middle school 
and Early Childhood Education 
families, all from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Families are encouraged to 
make signs and watch for the 
parade through their neighbor-
hoods. But they are reminded to 
keep a safe distance from other 
families. 

Families visiting their own 
school’s “care-a-van” may either 
drive through or walk through 
the staff lineup, being mindful of 
social distancing.

“We also plan to embed more 
social-emotional learning and 
feel-good activities in weekly 
assignments,” Youngberg said. 
“Our goal is to relieve stress and 
anxiety for students, families and 
staff members as the school clo-
sure has not been easy on any-
one.”

For more information on the 
events, visit bit.ly/2yi2DZe.

Follow Claire Galvin on Twitter 
- @CGalvinTC.

Wright, who is majoring in 
economics with a concentration 
in business economics, is from 
Bethlehem.

Wright is also in the Army 
National Guard and was an intern 
with the Town of Windham this 
spring.

As a senior, Wright said he 
is especially disappointed in the 
lack of a commencement cere-
mony.

“I worked really hard to get this 
degree,” Wright said. “I complet-
ed 46 credits this year so I could 
graduate. I worked hard and then 
that was just taken from me.”

Graduating senior Alex Wright, 
no relation to Kris Wright, said 
because he plans to enter a grad-
uate program, he knows there 
will be another commencement 
ceremony in his future.

However, losing the ability to 
celebrate and connect with his 
fellow classmates one more time 

is a disappointment.
“I had plenty of friends that I 

only knew through class,” Alex 
Wright said. “You lose a lot of 
that interaction and being able to 
connect with different people on 
different levels.”

Alex Wright is a biology student 
from East Haddam. He is also the 
captain of Eastern’s rugby team 
and volunteers at Willimantic’s 
Covenant Soup Kitchen.

The experience this semester 
tested a lot of Eastern’s staff and 
students.

“This is a demonstration of 
people’s resilience and despite 
those challenges a lot of people 
are still working hard to finish 
out the year with their best abili-
ties,” Alex Wright said.

“It just speaks volumes about 
the type of people that are in col-
lege, both at Eastern and around 
the state.”

Follow Claire Galvin on Twitter 
- @CGalvinTC. 

Windham 
schools 
to host 
parades

Families are 
encouraged to make 
signs and watch for 
the parade. But they 
are reminded to keep 
a safe distance from 
other families.

Mansfield project to bring Signs of Hope
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A sign kindly asks people to keep their distance from the Jonathan statue 
outside the University of Connecticut’s Gampel Pavilion. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

ECSU students express their disappointment

Eastern Connecticut State University has been practically a ghost town since the 
campus was closed due to the coronavirus pandemic. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

I definitely feel 
lonely because 
I’m used to being 
around a lot of 
people.

Rachel Ayers

KEN DIXON
CONNECTICUT POST

The state’s emergency reserves will 
carry Connecticut through the last two 
months of the fiscal year, Gov. Ned 
Lamont said  Friday.

But with sharp declines in revenue 
from the coronavirus pandemic, the 
budget that starts July 1 will see a $2.3 
billion deficit.

“The numbers are sobering,” Lamont 
said during his daily briefing for report-
ers in the State Capitol, with Melissa 
McCaw, secretary of the state Office of 
Policy and Management. 

“I’ve got to tell that COVID has been 

tough on our physical health, it’s been 
tough on our mental health and it has 
also been tough on our fiscal health.”

Lamont said he would ask union-
ized state employees for help facing 
the tsunami of red ink, but declined to 
announce specifics.

He said the $2.5 billion emergency 
reserves called the rainy day fund is a 
saving grace in a quickly ballooning 
deficit during the pandemic that will 
solve the projected $934-million short-
fall in the $21 billion budget that runs 
through June 30.

The budding deficit is driven by a 
$570 million decline in lower personal 

income taxes in the deluge of unem-
ployment claims. Businesses suspended
in the pandemic represent about 35 per-
cent of state sales and use taxes.

“It’s a deficit that really didn’t exist
until very recently with COVID,”
Lamont said, adding that $370 million
in anticipated federal support will get
bumped into the next year’s budget. 

He doesn’t want to not raise taxes
or reduce support for nonprofit ser-
vice providers, but McCaw hinted a
10-percent corporate surcharge could be
extended another year, pending a spe-
cial session of the General Assembly.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Lamont: Fiscal effects will be ‘sobering’


