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COVID-19 
C O N C E R N S

• The state Department of 

Motor Vehicles announced 

all branch offices, including 

the Willimantic DMV, will be 

closed until further notice.

• Connecticut’s con-

firmed coronavirus cases 

numbered 68 as of late 

Tuesday afternoon, but 

it’s likely many more state 

residents are infected, Gov. 

Ned Lamont said during his 

daily update on the state’s 

response to the outbreak.

• The Trump admin-

istration wants to send 

direct cash payments to 

Americans in the coming 

weeks to help them cope 

with the economic ravages 

of the coronavirus, Treasury 

Secretary Steven Mnuchin 

said Tuesday.

The Connecticut Academy of 
Science and Engineering has 
released fact-based information on 
how everyone should stay informed 
on the spread of COVID-19 within 
Connecticut.

CASE, which is based out of 
Rocky Hill, is chartered by the 
Connecticut General Assembly to 
provide the state and its residents 
with expert knowledge on science 
and technology.

CASE compiled a list of what it 
deems to be the most reliable and 
coordinated sources of information 
about COVID-19, a coronavirus.

They include:
• The state’s online portal at por-

tal.ct.gov/Coronavirus.

It includes the latest informa-
tion from the state Department of 
Public Health State Laboratory on 
testing results and includes guides 
on the following:

• The state’s COVID-19 Infoline 
in partnership with the United 
Way of Connecticut, which can be 
accessed by calling 2-1-1 or texting 
“CTCOVID” at 898211.

• The State of Connecticut Joint 
Information Center can be contact-
ed 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week by calling 860-754-8342 or 
emailing COVID19.JIC@ct.gov.

Information from the JIC will also 
be shared on its Twitter account at 
@COVID19CT and on Facebook at 
CT COVID-19 Response.

Keep informed about COVID-19

No pomp and circumstance at colleges

Windham readies for an emergency

 
discuss coronavirus crisis

Town hall 
is closed

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WINDHAM/WILLIMANTIC —

to prevent the spread of coronavirus for
town employees, staff and residents — 
actions that now have town hall closed.

updated Windham town council, board
of finance and board of education mem-
bers Monday via email about the virus

-

senior staff.

department heads.

the Willimantic Public Library, the
Windham Senior Center and the 

closed until further notice.

Windham Town Hall will be closed to

notice.

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

announced Tuesday that classes will be delivered 

and the May commencement exercises have 
been canceled.

beyond our control and I thank you for sup-

President Thomas Katsouleas wrote in an email 

to patients and students and to the leaders of 

Previously, the university had announced 
-

tinue until at least April 6.
Katsouleas wrote actions taken by the univer-

Windham Town Manager Jim Rivers speaks 
during the meeting. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Officials from various Windham town departments attend an emergency management meeting Tuesday at the 
Willimantic Public Safety Complex. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — The Connecticut State

faculty and students alike, but it has become clear
that the COVID-19 pandemic will continue to

The university system previously announced 
an online course format for two weeks after the

will be canceled.

they deserve in addition to the diploma they have

Eastern says rest 
 

will be held online

 
schools, cancels 
commencement

EASTERN, Page 4UCONN, Page 4

Eastern Connecticut State University announced 
Tuesday it will move to online-only classes through 
the spring semester and cancel commencement. 
Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

WINDHAM, Page 4

 CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WINDHAM/WILLIMAN-

-
cuss hypothetical scenarios that 

in the community.
Only on Tuesday, this was 

not hypothetical.
It was all too real. Such is the 

case with the coronavirus threat 

On this day, the Town of 

at the Willimantic Public 

Operations Center.

and we’ve taken a lot of actions 

said.

-

the pandemic.
At Tuesday’s table was 

Director Michael Licata, 

Thomas DeVivo, the chiefs 
from the Willimantic Fire and 
Police Departments, repre-
sentatives from the Windham 
Community Memorial Hospital 

the directors from Windham’s 
human resources and human 
services departments, represen-

OFFICIALS, Page 4
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Obituaries

TO PLACE AN OBITUARY:  CLASSIFIED DEPT. AT 860-423-8466, ext. 3363, OR 860-423-8466, ext. 3337  AFTER 5 P.M. ON FRIDAYS

Janet C Misak
WILLIMANTIC

Janet C Misak, 87, passed 
away peacefully on Sunday, 
March 15, 2020. Born in 
Willimantic, CT in March 
1933, she was the oldest of 
six children. 

Janet graduated from 
Windham High in 1951.  
Early on, she worked for St 
Joseph’s Church and CL&P 
as a bookkeeper, waiting for 
her future husband to return 
from serving in the Navy 
during the Korean War. In 
August 1953, Janet married 
her high school sweetheart 
Peter and shared 59 beautiful 
years together. Janet devoted-
ly raised 3 daughters, always 
generously giving as a wife 
and mother. She returned 
to work at North Windham 
Elementary School as a sec-
retary and then as the Office 
Manager for Windham ENT. 
She retired so that she could 
spend more time with her 

grandchildren and to join her 
husband as his affectionate 
travel companion.  She later 
returned to work at Canterbury 
Elementary School. Janet was 
a faithful parishioner of St 
Joseph’s Church. She enjoyed 
spending time with her grand-
daughters. You could always 
find her on an adventure with 
them, from Chuck E. Cheese 
to the beach or simply beating 
us at a game of corn hole. She 
has given us many wonderful 
memories. We will miss her 
dearly. 

Survived by her daugh-
ters, Deborah Roche of 
West Hartford, Catherine 
D’Onofrio of East Hartland, 
and Janet Grunwald of 
Griswold, sons-in-law, 
Kevin Roche and Thomas 
D’Onofrio, grandchildren, 
Megan Grunwald, Kathleen 
Roche and Erin Roche, sib-
lings, Pamela Kearns and 
Timothy Casey, and many 
nieces and nephews. She was 
predeceased by her endeared 
husband, Peter and cherished 
son-in-law, Kurt. 

Due to current restrictions 
being imposed on gatherings, 
a private funeral ceremony 
will be held for the immediate 
family only. We look forward 
to spending time with family 
and friends for a memori-
al mass and celebration of 
Janet’s life, to be announced 
at a later date.  For an online 
memorial guestbook, please 
visit www.potterfuneralhome.
com.

U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, 
D-2nd District, will host two 
telephone town hall events 
this week to provide eastern 
Connecticut residents with 
more information on legis-
lative efforts to respond to 
the COVID-19 public health 
emergency. 

Last week, Courtney host-

ed a telephone town hall with 
more than 6,000 participants. 

This week, he’ll continue 
to provide updates on con-
gressional action to help 
families, seniors, business-
es and others through this 
public health emergency, and 
to help connect them with 
necessary resources amid 

economic contraction as the 
nation works to curb the 
spread of COVID-19. 

Courtney’s telephone 
town hall events will take 
place today at 6:30 p.m. and 
Thursday at 6 p.m. 

Today’s event will focus 
primarily on New London, 
Middlesex and New Haven 

counties. Thursday’s event
will focus primarily on 
Windham, Tolland and
Hartford counties. 

Residents of any county
are invited to participate in
one or both calls. 

To sign up or for more
information, email Patrick.
Cassidy@mail.house.gov.

WILLIMANTIC — The 
state Department of Motor 
Vehicles announced all 
branch offices, including the 
Willimantic DMV, will be 
closed until further notice.

The state announced the 
closures Tuesday evening.

Employees will continue to 

report to their work locations, 
unless otherwise instructed, 
and will assist with trans-
actions that are completed 
online, through the mail and 
by phone through interactive 
voice recognition programs.

More information is avail-
able at portal.ct.gov/DMV.

sity last week were “disrup-
tive but essential actions to 
help protect our community.”

“Since last week, the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and 
Connecticut Gov. Ned La- 
mont have both issued new 
guidance, urging that gath-
erings of 50 or more people 
be avoided in the interest of 
public health,” he wrote. 

“The CDC stated that this 
guidance should be followed 
for at least eight weeks, 
which would be through 
mid-May.”

Katsouleas was to answer 
questions about the coronavi-
rus pandemic during a virtual 
town hall this morning.

Online instruction for 
students will include final 
exams.

“I have asked the provost’s 
office and deans to work with 
faculty to develop the most 
appropriate options to offer 
final exams to our students 
under these unusual circum-
stances,” Katsouleas wrote. 

“They will also continue to 
work with faculty this week 
to develop accommodation 
plans for courses such as 
labs, law clinics, internships 
and clinical placements that 
are not amenable to online 
delivery.”

He said he is “sorry to 
say” there will not be May 
commencement exercises 
this year.

“I am truly sorry that we 
will not be able to share the 
stage in May to celebrate 
your final year and my first 
graduation ceremony at 

UConn,” Katsouleas wrote. 
“If we could responsibly 

make a different choice, we 
would, but that is not an 
option. Please know that the 
university is committed to 
finding the right time and 
place to invite you to come 
together and return here 
again to be appropriately 
honored and recognized, as 
you deserve to be.”

UConn spokesperson 
Stephanie Reitz said gradu-
ation is a “very special time” 
for students and “to miss it is 
very sad.”

“This is not what you 
expect going into your first 
year as a university pres-
ident,” she said, speaking 
about the pandemic. “I think 
it would be a challenge even 
for people who had been in a 
presidency for many, many 
years so it’s certainly a new 
situation for everybody.”

Meanwhile, all Education 
Abroad programs for the 

summer semester have been 
canceled as well.

Reitz said applications for 
those programs were not due 
yet.

She said university em- 
ployees will work with stu-
dents who would like to par-
ticipate in study abroad at a 
different time.

“If they’re eligible, we 
would love to help them be 
able to achieve that, obvious-
ly if the circumstances were 
to allow,” Reitz said.

Students who are not on 
campus but still have belong-
ings on campus will com-
municate with the school’s 
Department of Residential 
Life about how and when 
they can retrieve their things.

Katsouleas wrote students 
who have been approved by 
ResLife to stay on campus 
because they have nowhere 
else to go can stay.

Dining services and other 
essential services will remain 

open.
Employees who can con-

tinue to telecommunicate
should do so until further
notice.

Katsouleas wrote human
resources personnel will
communicate with manag-
ers in an effort to contin-
ue to reduce the number of
employees working on cam-
pus.

Researchers are being 
asked to ramp down research
activities.

“We must ensure that 
undergraduates and graduate
students working in research
facilities and laboratories 
are able to exercise personal
agency regarding their health
and wellbeing,” Katsouleas 
wrote. “Their supervisors are
expected to make appropriate
accommodations.”

UConn also announced that
starting Thursday, the UConn
Dairy Bar will be closed until
further notice.

The UConn Bookstore will
be closed as well.  

Questions for Katsouleas’
town hall should be sent to
communications@uconn.
edu before the event. People
can also submit questions 
during the call by writing 
them in the comments section
on the YouTube livestream
or the aforementioned email.
People can join the event by
visiting ait.uconn.edu/town-
hall. Those with technical 
difficulties should contact
the Academic Information
Technology staff for assis-
tance at 860-486-6540.

Follow Michelle Firestone
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

Continued from Page 1

Nearly all nonessential 
staff will continue to work 
from home.

All campuses will be 
closed to the public through 
at least the end of the 
semester.

By the end of the week, 
students and staff will 
receive more information 
on distance learning, tele-
work and orderly collecting 

belongings from the resi-
dence halls.

University leaders will 
work to ensure students 
have the necessary housing 
accommodations.

Finally, university offi-
cials will outline a process 
and timeline for issuing 
refunds for room and board 
payments.

Follow Claire Galvin on 
Twitter - @CGalvinTC. 

Continued from Page 1

Eastern says rest of spring 
semester will be held online

UConn cancels commencement

Courtney to hold two telephone town halls
Willimantic DMV office closed

tatives from the Windham 
volunteer fire departments 
and more.

Windham Acting Super-
intendent Tracy Youngberg 
practiced social distancing 
and phoned in to the meeting.

The meeting was kept 
brief for several reasons, to 
allow employees to get back 
to their critical roles serv-
ing the community during 
this stressful time, and to 
reduce the amount of people 
working closely together in a 
small room.

“We’ll have some better 
technology here hopefully by 
next week. If you want to call 
in, and we probably should 
call in, you’ll be able to do 
that,” Rivers said.

Future meetings may be 

held via teleconferencing or 
in the larger WIndham Town 
Hall Bellingham Auditorium.

The representatives re- 
viewed how Windham has 
fared so far in the global pan-
demic and what may happen 
in the future.

The Windham area experi-
enced its first confirmed case 
in an Eastern Connecticut 
State University professor on 
Sunday.

Since then, the town has 
worked to limit public ser-
vices. 

As of today, the Windham 
Town Hall, Windham Senior 
Center, Windham Recreation 
programs and Willimantic 
Public Library are closed.

Town departments are 
doing whatever it can to keep 
their staff safe.

“A big thing for us is expo-

sure protocols, it’s a real big 
thing from a public safety 
standpoint and as well as 
an emotional standpoint,” 
Willimantic Fire Chief Marc 
Scrivener said. 

Scrivener said the depart-
ment is increasing the use of 
masks and limiting unneces-
sary public contact, both for 
the benefit of the community 
and the firefighters and their 
families.

Willimantic Police Chief 
Roberto Rosado said his staff 
is also working to limit their 
contact with the physical 
public, including increasing 
the amount of online and 
telephone reporting.

Workers were committed 
to helping the other depart-
ments in need.

For example, Windham 
Hospital staff said they 

would look into sharing
masks and sanitizers with the
police department and the
Windham Region No Freeze
Project.

“Interventions that were
implemented in China and
South Korea have worked,”
said Windham Hospital
Medical Director J. Stanley
Stutz. “We can flatten the 
curve and we know that it
can work.”

Flattening the curve by
early intervention, like iso-
lation and hygienic prac-
tices, allows the total num-
ber of cases to be reduced 
and allows hospitals not
to become inundated with 
patients. The hospital may
suspend visitors starting 
today, Stutz said.

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC. 

LISA MASSICOTTE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

LEBANON/COLUMBIA 
— The towns of Lebanon and 
Columbia have been added 
to the ever-growing list of 
local municipalities declar-
ing states of emergency due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Lebanon First Selectman 
Kevin Cwikla declared the 
town’s emergency Tuesday 
afternoon while Columbia 
First Selectman Steven 
Everett declared a state of 
emergency last Friday.

There are some differences 
between the guidelines for 
the towns’ states of emergen-
cies, but 
the general 
order is all 
town facili-
ties, except 
for transfer 
s t a t i o n s , 
are closed 
to the pub-
lic.

In Lebanon, the town 
facilities — including the 
library and senior center — 
will be closed to the public 
until April 30, according to 
Cwikla’s order.

Town offices in Columbia 
will be closed off to the 
public until March 30, with 
the exception of the Saxton 
B. Little Library and the 
Beckish Senior Center, which 
are closed indefinitely.

Town offices in Lebanon 
and Columbia will be staffed 
and are accepting phone calls 
from the public to fulfill the 
needs of residents.

The Beckish Senior Center 
in Columbia is working to get 
food items to people in need. 
Those in need of food are 
encouraged to call the senior 
center at 860-228-0759.

“We are still assessing the 
need here in Columbia and 

will do our best to accommo-
date everyone who is home-
bound or have compromised 
immune systems,” reads a 
March 17 public notice.

The Lebanon Transfer 
Station will remain open 
during regular hours, 
Wednesday and Saturday 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Columbia Transfer 
Station will be open 
Wednesday and Saturday 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., but 
only for household waste and 
recyclables.

“To protect our employ-
ees and the public, the Swap 
Shop and electronics will be 

closed. No 
e x c h a n g e 
of currency 
will be con-
d u c t e d , ” 
a March 
17 update 
on the 
Columbia 

town website reads.
All town board, com-

mission and committee 
meetings are canceled in 
Columbia until March 30, 
according to Columbia Town 
Administrator Mark Walter.

As for Lebanon, all munic-
ipal meetings are canceled 
through April 30 unless they 
are conducted via “phone-
in” capabilities, according to 
Cwikla’s order.

“Such meetings conduct-
ed using phone-in capabili-
ties will continue to be held 
under the quorum and FOI 
(Freedom of Information) 
conditions presently in effect 
unless suspended by the gov-
ernor,” the Lebanon declara-
tion reads.

For more information, visit 
lebanontownhall.org and 
columbiact.org.

Follow Lisa Massicotte on 
Twitter - @LMassicotteTC.

Two more towns 
declare states 
of emergency

For more info,visit 
lebanontownhall.org 
and columbiact.org.

Rivers said the tax office 
and the assessors office will 
process online-only pay-
ments starting Tuesday.

Other business for all 
departments will be conduct-
ed via phone, email or inter-
net.

Rivers said if residents 
absolutely need to visit the 
town hall for their business, 
they should call ahead to 
ensure the office is staffed 
and determine if the business 
can be processed via mail or 
email.

In addition, Rivers said 
non-critical staff considered 
to be at elevated risk may be 
furloughed with pay.

Other individual town 

departments are also modify-
ing their operations, like the 
Willimantic Fire Department.

Willimantic Fire Depart-
ment Chief Marc Scrivener 
said all transported patients 
exhibiting coronavirus symp-
toms will be asked to wear a 
mask.

In addition, Scrivener said 
they will not be allowing 
friends or family to ride 
along with patients in the 
ambulance, unless absolute-
ly necessary, such as with a 
minor patient.

Visits to the fire depart-
ment and police departments 
will also be limited.

Rivers also enacted an 
emergency declaration Mon-
day.

The declaration, signed by 
Rivers and Windham Town 
Council President Thomas 
DeVivo, allows the town 
manager to limit nonessential 
services.

“This emergency procla-
mation will allow the town 
manager to take steps neces-
sary to protect the residents 
of the Town of Windham,” 
the declaration read.

“The town manager shall 
have the power to mobilize, 
organize and direct the forc-
es of the town and to call 
upon the forces of the feder-
al government, the State of 
Connecticut and other polit-
ical subdivisions.”

Finally, Rivers said nones-
sential meetings and gather-

ings are canceled.
Essential business meet-

ings will be held with limited
public in-person access but
will be televised.

There will be no public
comment taken at future
council and finance board
meetings, including during
today’s Windham Board of
Finance meeting.

“The Town of Windham
professionals remain dedi-
cated to serving the public,
we will continue to do so
where necessary, taking sen-
sible precautions to mitigate
the risk to our employees
and other public servants,”
Rivers said.

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

Officials discuss coronavirus crisis
Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Windham Town Hall has been closed


