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WINDHAM/WILLIMANTIC — 
The area has its first case of the inter-
national virus that has municipalities, 
schools and businesses scrambling 
and Windham officially declaring an 
emergency in town.

Officials said Sunday a faculty 
member at Eastern Connecticut State 
University in Willimantic has con-
tracted the coronavirus.

ECSU Director of Community 
Edward Osborn confirmed Sunday 
afternoon a faculty member tested 
positive for COVID-19.

“We are committed to protecting 
the health and safety of our campus 
community and are dealing with a 
health care emergency of interna-
tional scope that is changing daily,” 
Osborn wrote in an email this morn-
ing. “We will notify the campus com-
munity about any changes to our 
current plans as necessary.”

Osborn said because of HIPAA, 
the Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act, the law prohibits 
the release of the person’s name.

He confirmed this morning the 
faculty member is a female professor.

Osborn said the students in the 
professor’s classes have already been 
notified about the confirmed case via 
email.

All students, faculty and staff were 
also emailed Sunday.

The university announced last 
week it will close after spring break 
from March 23 through April 5.

Classes will be delivered in mixed 
online-only formats.

“This is an international situation 

and as far as predicting what’s going 
to happen based on any circumstanc-
es is premature,” Osborn said. “We 
are closed until at least April 5.”

The closure was not related to the 
professor, Osborn said.

Osborn did not have much addi-
tional information before press time, 

including where and when the pro-
fessor contracted the illness or where 
the professor lives.

Eastern President Elsa Núñez said 
this morning the professor does not 
live locally and commuted some dis-
tance to the university. 

Best Gas 
Price

Sun Mart Main 2.12
A-1 Main      2.15
Xtra Fuels Main    2.26
Valero Main    2.29
Stop & Shop Main 2.29
Cumbys Main     2.29
Shell Main  2.29
Mobil Boston Post 2.29

— Gasbuddy.com
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Lotteries
FRIDAY

Mid-Day 3: 6-3-9

Mid-Day 4: 6-3-5-6

Play 3: 9-0-1

Play 4: 8-5-9-2

Cash 5: 8-11-19-25-34

Lotto: 13-27-34-37-38-42

Mega Millions
7-22-37-43-44/22

SATURDAY
Mid-Day 3: 2-4-2

Mid-Day 4: 4-8-9-8

Play 3: 2-6-0

Play 4: 0-4-1-9

Cash 5: 5-10-11-22-24

Powerball
9-23-26-30-32/8

SUNDAY
Mid-Day 3: 5-7-5

Mid-Day 4: 2-3-0-8

Play 3: 0-3-3

Play 4: 3-6-6-7

Cash 5: 2-6-14-24-32

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 229, Willimantic, CT 
06226.

Location: 
322 Main St., Unit 1-1B, Willimantic, 
a quarter-mile east of the Frog 
Bridge intersection.

To Subscribe:
860-423-8466 or 
delivery@theChronicle.com

To Report News:
860-423-8466, ext. 3337 or 
news@theChronicle.com
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The Connecticut Academy of 
Science and Engineering has 
released fact-based information on 
how everyone should stay informed 
on the spread of COVID-19 within 
Connecticut.

CASE, which is based out of 
Rocky Hill, is chartered by the 
Connecticut General Assembly to 
provide the state and its residents 
with expert knowledge on science 
and technology.

CASE compiled a list of what it 
deems to be the most reliable and 
coordinated sources of information 
about COVID-19, a coronavirus.

They include:
• The state’s online portal at por-

tal.ct.gov/Coronavirus.

It includes the latest informa-
tion from the state Department of 
Public Health State Laboratory on 
testing results and includes guides 
on the following:

• The state’s COVID-19 Infoline 
in partnership with the United 
Way of Connecticut, which can be 
accessed by calling 2-1-1 or texting 
“CTCOVID” at 898211.

• The State of Connecticut Joint 
Information Center can be contact-
ed 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week by calling 860-754-8342 or 
emailing COVID19.JIC@ct.gov.

Information from the JIC will also 
be shared on its Twitter account at 
@COVID19CT and on Facebook at 
CT COVID-19 Response.

Keep informed about COVID-19

COVID-19 
C O N C E R N S

• The first local coro-

navirus impact was an- 

nounced Sunday by East-

ern Connecticut State Uni-

versity as a faculty member 

has tested positive for the 

virus.

• Three cases of the coro-

navirus have been identified 

in the Hartford area so far, 

according to WFSB, as the 

number of cases across 

Connecticut rose to at least 

26 as of Sunday, state offi-

cials said.

• China, where the COVID-

19 virus was first detected in 

December, now accounts 

for less than half of the 

world’s 169,000 cases, 

according to a tally by Johns 

Hopkins University, the 

Associated Press reported.

Eastern professor tests positive
University: Faculty member does not live locally; students have been contacted

Eastern Connecticut State University said  a faculty member has tested positive for the coronavirus. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff 

Windham resident Noreen Walsh was one 
of many people shopping at Stop & Shop in 
Willimantic on Friday night. Michelle Firestone | Staff

Taking precautions
Freshmen Regina Han and Andy Smith wear protective masks as they ride their scooters on the empty 
University of Connecticut campus Sunday. Amelia Ingraham | For the Chronicle

MICHELLE FIRESTONE 
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

University of Connecticut graduate student 
Yicheng Guo has been quarantined twice since 
the coronavirus pandemic hit, once in his native 
China and once in the United States. 

About a month after his quarantine in the U.S. 
was lifted, UConn was partially shut down.

Given his experience with the virus thus far, 
Guo, who was wearing a face mask while at the 
North Windham Walmart on Friday, said he is 
prepared.

“Yesterday, I bought around six pounds of beef 
for myself,” he said after shopping.

Guo is living with Willimantic resident Buddy 
Roberson, who joined him on the shopping trip.

Coronavirus was first detected in Wuhan, 
China.

Reflecting on the situation in his home coun-
try, Guo, who is from Guondong Province, said 
China is “sacrificing a lot” economically.

“They haven’t been working for two months,” 
he said, referring to his parents.

Starting March 23, classes at UConn will be 
completely online until at least April 6. 

Local residents 
are preparing

LOCAL RESIDENTS, Page 4

EASTERN, Page 4
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Ronald L. Lemire, Sr.
HAMPTON

Ronald L. Lemire, Sr., 75, of 
Hampton, CT died on Friday, 
March 13, 2020. He served in 
the United States Navy and 
retired from UCONN as an 
electrical supervisor. Ronald 
enjoyed fishing and camping.

He is survived by his wife 
of 53 years, Joyce (Paulhus); 
children, Ronald Lemire, 
Jr and his wife, Amy and 
Tammy Church; grandchil-
dren, Cody Lemire, Melissa 
Blish, Devin Lemire, and 
Brooke Lemire; brothers, 
Alan Lemire and Richard 

Lemire and his wife, Cathy; 
sister, Lorraine Coollick. He 
was preceded in death by his 
parents, Marie (Gamache) 
and Joseph Lemire and his 
sister, Dolores Rupert.

His Celebration of Life 
will be at the convenience 
of the family. In lieu of 
flowers memorial donations 
suggested to Fisher Center 
for Alzheimer’s Research 
Foundation. To sign an online 
guestbook, visit www.potter-
funeralhome.com.

She was unaware of her 
specific hometown, however.

Núñez said the professor’s 
work area is closed and a 
deep cleaning will occur 
today and Tuesday.

Osborn said more discus-
sion would occur today, as 
the announcement was made 
while the university was 
closed on a Sunday.

Núñez said she is work-
ing on keeping people calm 
during a crisis.

“I think people feel we 
were well organized,” Núñez 
said. “People are asking 
questions, but they’re not 
panicking.”

Gov. Ned Lamont said 
Sunday evening there are 
currently 26 confirmed 
cases of the coronavirus in 
Connecticut.

Lamont said there were 
16 cases in Fairfield County, 
three cases in Hartford 
County, four cases in 
Litchfield County and three 
cases in New Haven County.

Windham Town Manager 
Jim Rivers said previously, 
if there is a confirmed case 
in the local area, town opera-
tions might be limited.

As a result, Rivers said 
this morning nonessential 
services like the Willimantic 

Public Library, Windham 
Senior Center and the 
Windham Recreation depart-
ment are now closed.

He said Windham officials 
are currently working to limit 
town hall functions and pub-
lic meetings and Windham 

has declared a town emer-
gency regarding the virus.

Follow Claire Galvin on 
Twitter - @CGalvinTC. 

Continued from Page 1

The electronic sign at Eastern Connecticut State University’s Sports Center reads that the 
facility will be closed until at least April 6. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

ASSOCIATED PRESS

MONTVILLE — Author-
ities in Connecticut are seek-
ing a man who they say fled 
a traffic stop and dragged 
two police officers with him, 
though they were not hurt.

Montville police officers 

stopped Todd Raymond, 45, 
on the New London Turnpike 
at about 8:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Connecticut State Police said 
in a Facebook post. 

Raymond has a warrant out 
for violation of probation.

Raymond provided a false 
name at the stop and fled in 
his vehicle as the officers 
tried to get more information 
about him, according to state 
police. 

It’s not clear how they were 
dragged, but neither officer 

sustained injuries.
Authorities found the

car abandoned in Norwich.
Raymond was spotted walk-
ing on the Mohegan-Pequot
Bridge but he jumped off and
landed on the ground, police 
said.

SUSAN HAIGH 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARTFORD — Connecticut 
legislators and Gov. Ned Lamont 
are considering additional ways to 
mitigate the impact of the new 
coronavirus on residents and busi-
nesses, as well as the state’s overall 
economy.

With the General Assembly on 
a temporary pause because of the 
outbreak — a delay that will eat up 
valuable time in an already short, 
three-month legislative session — 
there’s interest in prioritizing a leg-
islative response to the outbreak as 
well as passing major bills such as 
the state budget.

Discussions among legisla-
tive leaders and the governor are 
planned this week as official legis-
lative business has been postponed 
at the state Capitol until at least 
March 30. The session is scheduled 
to adjourn May 6.

“People need to stop worrying 
about their pet bills, their initiatives 
that they really care about, and 

start focusing on this big picture of 
long-term economic recovery,” said 
Rep. Vincent Candelora, R-North 
Branford, the deputy GOP leader 
in the House of Representatives 
who will be part of the closed-door 
discussions.

The owner of Connecticut 
Sportsplex, an indoor/outdoor rec-
reation attraction in North Branford, 
Candelora said he’s already plan-
ning for large-scale layoffs at his 
business because of the virus. He 
suggested lawmakers suspend the 
recent minimum wage increase 
to $11 an hour. Another increase 
to $12 an hour is scheduled for 
October. Numerous venues across 
the state have postponed events 
and various businesses, including 
restaurants, have already reported a 
downturn in customers. 

“Frankly, the retail/entertainment 
industry was going to have a hard 
enough time implementing all these 
costs that the legislature put on us 
last session. And now you add in a 
pandemic and you’re going to see 

massive failure,” he said. 
Joe Brennan, president and chief 

executive officer of the Connecticut 
Business and Industry Association, 
said he’s urging lawmakers to “do 
no harm” when they finally return 
to Hartford.

“There’s a lot of things that 
they’re still pushing that would 
make things worse instead of bet-
ter,” he said. “Anything that’s going 
to make it more expensive, more 
burdens, more mandates for what-
ever — just no — don’t go there.”

Mitigating measures
Following guidance issued 

Sunday by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention advising 
that gatherings shouldn’t exceed 50 
people, Lamont tweeted he would 
accordingly update a previously 
issued executive order promoting 
social distancing.

Earlier Sunday, Lamont tweeted 
he was reaching out to the gover-
nors of neighboring states to try 
to “determine a regional approach 
regarding bar and restaurant clo-

sures.”
“Doing this in a unified manner 

will provide a better approach for 
our states,” he tweeted.

Later Sunday, Massachusetts’ 
governor ordered all dine-in restau-
rants and bars to close for three 
weeks. New York City’s mayor 
also announced he would sign an 
order limiting restaurants and bars 
to takeout and delivery only.

Pending state budget
Sen. Cathy Osten, D-Sprague, 

the co-chairman of the legislature’s 
Appropriations Committee, said she 
expects the yet-to-be-finalized state 
budget will need to include possibly 
up to $22 million in new funding 
for everything from testing sup-
plies to replacement staffing costs 
if certain state workers become ill. 
That’s in addition to the $8.1 mil-
lion Connecticut is expected to see 
in the first allotment of federal 
assistance. The state is also expect-
ed to receive more money under 
legislation that cleared Congress 
early Saturday morning.

A former employee at the 
Department of Correction, Osten 
said prison workers have told her
they may “get frozen and have to
stay there” if there’s an outbreak of
the virus in a prison and a subse-
quent lock down. Osten said those
workers would need to be replaced
with other people.

State agency closures
The state Department of Energy

and Environmental Protection has
closed all visitor centers and facil-
ities at state parks to help stem the
spread of COVID-19. DEEP has
also suspended large gatherings at
all of their facilities and parks,
including weddings that are held at 
Harkness Memorial State Park in
Waterford, at least through the end 
of April.

The Connecticut Department of
Labor has suspended a federal work-
search program that required recipi-
ents of unemployment insurance go
to the American Job Centers across 
Connecticut, in person, and receive
one-on-one help. 

Connecticut officials seek to blunt economic impact of virus

Eric Zhu, who is from 
China and lives with his wife, 
Yuwen Hu, in Willington, 
said he would be able to get 
his work done via email.

Zhu, who was also 
shopping at Walmart, is a 
post-doctoral researcher in 
the computer science depart-
ment at UConn. 

“I don’t need to communi-
cate with people too much, 
so that’s enough for me,” he 
said. 

Zhu said he and his wife 
are not panicking and are 
doing their best to “avoid 
contact.” 

Meanwhile, in China, he 
said, the situation is serious, 
but he feels the government 
has gotten it “under control.” 

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention website, there 
were at least 1,629 coro-
navirus cases in the United 
States and 41 deaths caused 
by coronavirus as of Friday, 
when the last update was 

posted. 
As of the last update from 

Gov. Ned Lamont’s office 
Sunday, there had been 26 
Connecticut residents infect-
ed with COVID-19.  

Roberson said he has a lot 
of doctor appointments at 
the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, where they are ask-
ing him to wear 
a mask now. 
“It’s crazy,” he 
said. 

There are 
bare shelves at 
many grocery 
stores across 
the region and 
country, where people have 
been frantically buying san-
itizer, paper towels, toilet 
paper and other items.

Stores have limited the 
number of certain items cus-
tomers can buy. 

“You would think this 
was the apocalypse,” said 
Windham resident Sandra 
Rios, who teaches at Lyman 
Memorial High School in 
Lebanon.

She said she normal-
ly shops at Stop & Shop, 
but shopped at the North 
Windham Walmart because 
the Willimantic Stop & Shop 
was out of toilet paper.

On Friday night, Windham 
resident Noreen Walsh said 
Big Y, Walmart and Aldi 
were cleaned out of several 

items. 
She said there 

were six or so 
rolls of toilet 
paper left at 
Stop & Shop, 
but she only 
purchased two 
rolls. 

“I didn’t want to take it 
all,” said Walsh, who is a 
speech and language assistant 
at North Windham School.

Coventry resident Hillary 
Dailey, a reading interven-
tionist at Sweeney School 
in Willimantic, said she felt 
state officials were acting 
appropriately and “putting 
kids and teachers first.”

That was prior to Lamont’s 
announcement Sunday in 

which he ordered all public
schools to be closed starting
Tuesday until at least March
31, though many school sys-
tems announced closures 
prior. 

Walsh said students are
expecting to be bored while
at home during the school
closure. 

“The kids are actually sad,”
she said. 

Coronaviruses are part
of a large family of viruses
common in many different
species of animals, including
camels, cattle, cats and bats.

The viruses usually cause
mild to moderate respirato-
ry illnesses, but they can be
fatal to the elderly or those
with compromised immune
systems.

Symptoms of the virus
include a runny nose, head-
aches, cough, sore throat, 
fever and a general feeling of
being unwell.

Follow Michelle Firestone
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

Local residents are preparing
Continued from Page 1

You would think 
this was the 
apocalypse.

Sandra Rios

Eastern professor tests positive

LISA MASSICOTTE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

COVENTRY/LEBANON 
— In the midst of the rapidly 
changing scenario regarding 
COVID-19, Coventry and 
Lebanon public schools are 
closed today through at least 
March 31.

The school systems’ 
administration announced the 
closures prior to Gov. Ned 
Lamont’s executive order 
Sunday to close all public 
schools statewide, effective 
March 17 through at least 
March 31.

The Coventry school 
district administration 
announced its school clos-
ings Friday, followed by the 
Lebanon school district’s 
announcement Saturday.

“I realize this is a potential 
hardship for families. I ask 
for your patience and under-
standing as we take mea-
sures to keep students safe,” 
Coventry Superintendent of 
Schools David Petrone wrote 
in a letter to families.

According to school staff, 
Petrone was to meet this 
morning to work out details 
regarding the closures, 
including meal programs.

“We are working out the 
details to provide lunch to 
all students and hope to have 
information out to parents 
soon about this option,” 
Petrone wrote in an email this 
morning to the Chronicle.

To keep Coventry fami-
lies up-to-date with the latest 
information for the district, 
the school system launched a 
COVID-19 website that can 
be reached at coventrypublic-
schools.org/quicklinks/infor-
mation-regarding-covid-19.

Meanwhile, the Lebanon 
school district does have its 
meal program details avail-
able, which were sent in a 
letter to families Saturday.

According to that com-
munication, meals, includ-
ing free and reduced-price, 
will be available for pick-
up at Lyman Memorial High 
School between 9 and 10 
a.m., starting Wednesday.

“Please have Student ID 
numbers when picking up 
the meals,” wrote Lebanon 
Superintendent of Schools 

Robert Angeli. “The meal 
program will continue, with 
the M-W-F pattern of pick 
up (with the exception of a 
March 19 pick up instead of 
March 20), for as long as we 
are able. I will notify you if 
we are no longer able to pro-
vide meals.”

In addition, all events asso-
ciated with both school dis-
tricts have been canceled, 
according to recent school 
system communications.

Petrone said the decision 
to close schools was prompt-
ed by a consultation with 
Eastern Highlands Health 
District Director Robert 
Miller.

Petrone wrote he was 
informed by Miller of a 
delay in reporting individual 
COVID-19 test results and 
the overall capacity to test for 
the virus.

“This means, given the 
potential speed of disease 
spread demonstrated so far, 
that early detection of local 
community transmission may 
not occur,” Petrone wrote, 
quoting Miller.

Following Coventry’s 
school closure announcement 
Friday was Coventry Town 
Manager John Elsesser’s 
declaration of a local emer-
gency Saturday.

“To be proactive, I have 
declared a public health and 
civil preparedness emer-
gency. This situation is 
ever-changing and we want 
to stay ahead of the curve 
to be able to adjust as new 
needs arise,” wrote Elsesser 
in an in-depth post on the 
Coventry town manager’s 
Facebook page.

Tonight’s Coventry Town 
Council meeting has been 
closed to the public but will 
be available to stream live 
online on the “Coventry 
Vision” YouTube channel or 
on Charter Spectrum channel 
191.

In addition to schools clos-
ing, both libraries in Lebanon 
and Coventry closed today 
for a minimum of two weeks 
along with the Lebanon 
Senior Center.

Follow Lisa Massicotte on 
Twitter - @LMassicotteTC.

Coventry, Lebanon 
schools now closed

Authorities seek man who fled traffic stop


