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Best Gas 
Price

A-1 Main      2.25
Shell Jackson 2.30
Stop & Shop Main 2.39
Valero Main    2.39
Shell Main  2.39
Cumbys Jackson    2.39
Xtra Fuels Main    2.40
Cumbys Main     2.41
Mobil Boston Post 2.45

— Gasbuddy.com
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Lotteries
MONDAY

Mid-Day 3: 9-5-5
Mid-Day 4: 6-7-2-3

Play 3: 5-8-4
Play 4: 2-0-0-4

Cash 5: 9-11-13-14-26
Lucky For Life

3-13-16-45-48/13

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 229, Willimantic, CT 
06226.

Location: 
322 Main St., Unit 1-1B, Willimantic, 
a quarter-mile east of the Frog 
Bridge intersection.
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More virus precautions at universities

Students walk and jog Monday as they enjoy the warm weather at Eastern Connecticut State University in Willimantic. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

 CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Eastern Connecticut 
State University officials say they are working 
together in an attempt to decrease the chances 
of a coronavirus outbreak on campus.

Connecticut State Colleges and Universities 
System President Mark E. Ojakian sent an 
email to the college community, including 
ECSU, on Monday regarding the coronavirus.

Ojakian reminded 
folks Connecticut 
saw its first case 
of the virus over 
the weekend in 
the Danbury area. 
Another one was 
confirmed in Con-
necticut Monday.

“As the disease spreads around the world and 
in the United States, we have long expected it 
to land in Connecticut and have taken all neces-
sary steps to mitigate the effects of the disease 
on our campuses,” Ojakian wrote.

Ojakian said the college system had previous-
ly suspended all institutionally sponsored travel 
to heavily coronavirus-stricken countries like 
Iran, Italy, Japan and China.

He said it has also asked community members 
who traveled to those countries to self-quaran-
tine for 14 days upon their return.

Currently, the college system has placed a 
freeze on all institutionally sponsored travel 
outside of Connecticut — including sports 
teams.

“People are disappointed, but they are under-
standing,” said Eastern President Elsa Núñez 
this morning. “Everyone is being cooperative 
and understands that we need to protect our 
community.”

In addition, all students, faculty and staff are 
strongly discouraged from personal travel out-

See related 
stories on 
Pages 2 and 7

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WINDHAM/WILLIMANTIC — 

City and state police are still investigat-

ing two separate stabbing incidents that 

occurred Friday in the area.

According to Willimantic Police 

Department Lt. Douglas Glode Monday 

morning, one stabbing incident occurred 

early Friday afternoon in Willimantic.

That stabbing was at the corner of 

Jackson and Union streets at approxi-

mately 4:20 p.m., Glode said.

He said the altercation occurred near 

Corleone’s Cafe. However, Glode said 

it had nothing to do with the bar.

Glode said he could not divulge any 

further details of the altercation at this 
time.

The victim was a 21-year-old Norwich 
man.

Willimantic Fire Chief Marc Scriv-
ener said the victim was transport-
ed to Windham Community Memorial 
Hospital by Willimantic ambulance.

Scrivener said Life Star helicopter 
was originally called, however, the heli-
copter could not fly because of poor 
weather conditions.

Both Glode and Scrivener believed 
the victim was eventually transported to 
Hartford Hospital by ambulance.

Glode said the victim was eventually 
treated and released the same evening.

No arrests have been made in connec-

tion with this incident.
“We are still actively investigating it,” 

Glode said. “If anyone has any infor-
mation or witnessed the incident, they 
should call the detective division.”

Then, a separate stabbing incident 
occurred later that evening in Windham.

That stabbing occurred around 7 p.m. 
at The Sports Bar, 157 Boston Post 
Road in North Windham.

Glode said that incident occurred 
within the jurisdiction of Connecticut 
State Police, which provided a brief 
criminal information summary Monday 
morning.

State police said they responded to 
The Sports Bar for a reported stabbing 

Two stabbings under investigation

TWO STABBINGS, Page 4

 
have issued 
new measures
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MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

STORRS/MANSFIELD — The University 
of Connecticut has suspended universi-
ty-sponsored domestic and international 
travel, with the exception of athletics, in 
response to the coronavirus outbreak. 

Meanwhile, town and school officials 
in Mansfield, the community that hosts 
UConn, are being proactive about the pan-
demic as well. 

UConn
“Though not an executive branch agency, 

UConn wishes to act in keeping with the 
governor’s goals,” a statement issued by 

UConn Monday read. “Effective immedi-
ately, all domestic and international, univer-
sity-sponsored travel outside of the state by 
faculty and staff is suspended until further 
notice.” 

As of this morning, two Connecticut res-
idents, one from Wilton and one from an 
unidentified town, had tested positive for 
coronavirus.

As a result, the University of New Haven 
and Sacred Heart University in Fairfield 
have suspended in-person classes.

UConn spokesperson Stephanie Reitz said, 
currently, UConn is on its regular schedule, 
but contingency plans are in place if the uni-

versity needs to shut down.
“It’s not something we would anticipate in 

the near term, but if something did change, 
we would let people know about it as soon 
as possible,” she said.

UConn employees who wish to apply for a 
travel exception must do so to the appropri-
ate operational leadership. 

Reitz said students were advised against 
traveling for spring break, which begins 
after this week, particularly to Iran, China, 
Italy and South Korea.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention deemed those four countries to 

UCONN, Page 4

LISA MASSICOTTE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WINDHAM/COLUMBIA — Pol-

ice and emergency responders had to 

tend to two serious motorcycle acci-

dents Monday afternoon in Columbia 

and Windham.

In Columbia, Robert McKay, 63, 

of South Windsor, was flown by 

the Life Star helicopter to Hartford 

Hospital Monday afternoon.

According to police, he was ejected 

from his motorcycle at Route 66 at 

Pine Street around 3 p.m.

A spokesperson for Hartford 

Hospital said this morning that 

McKay is in critical condition.

According to state police, McKay 

was traveling east on Route 66 when 

the vehicle in front of him slowed 

to make a left turn onto Henniquin 

Road.

The release reads McKay then col-

lided with the vehicle, a Ford Escape.

As a result of the collision, McKay 

was ejected from the bike and trans-

ported by Life Star helicopter.

The Columbia case remains under 

investigation by state police.

Later in the afternoon, area 

responders had another motorcycle 

crash to deal with.

Windham crews were at the scene of 

a motorcycle accident at 418 Boston 

Post Road. The accident occurred 

near Home Depot, according to the 

North Windham Fire Department.

According to the BreakingNow 

Twitter feed, which first posted at 

about 4:10 p.m. Monday, the victim 

was unconscious.

North Windham Fire Department 

Chief Jeff Wrana said the motorcycle 

operator crashed into a pickup truck.

The condition of the motorcycle 

operator prompted responders to 

request Life Star helicopter, accord-

ing to Wrana.

Wrana said Life Star helicop-

ter was standing by at Windham 

Memorial Community Hospital for 

further transportation.

The Windham accident case is 

also still under investigation by state 

police.

No further information on the 

Windham accident was available this 

morning.

Follow Lisa Massicotte on Twitter 
- @LMassicotteTC.

Crews respond to two motorcycle accidents
The motorcycle crashes in Columbia and 
Windham are both still under investigation by 
Connecticut State Police.
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Cynthia Louise Brown
JEWETT CITY

Cynthia Louise Brown, 69, 
of Jewett City, passed away 
Wednesday, March 4th, 2020. 
Cynthia was born June 9th, 
1950 in Middletown, CT to 
Howard W. Brown Sr. and 
Elizabeth (Massey) Brown.

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Keith Treadwell and 
Michelle Treadwell, both of 

Center Barnstead, NH; as well 
as her grandchildren, Nicole 
and Ryan Treadwell. Her 
siblings, William Barbour, 
Howard W. Brown Jr., Lola 
Brown, Suzan Brown, Penny 
(Brown) Oschmann, Lisa 
Brown, and their families; as 
well as her many friends.

Cynthia was an avid hunter, 
and nature lover. She spent 
most of her years in New 
Hampshire where she lived 
with her family, and worked. 
She will be missed by all who 
loved and knew her. 

There will be no services, 
per her request. The family 
appreciates your thoughts and 
prayers during their time of 
grief. If you would like to 
make a donation, please make 
it to the ALS association at 
www.ALSa.org in her honor. 

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLINGTON — Several 
items related to two school 
roof replacement proj-
ects are on the agenda for 
a jam-packed town meeting 
Wednesday. 

The meeting will begin at 
7 p.m. at Old Town Hall, 11 
Common Road. 

Selectman Aliza Boritz 
said the roof replacement 
project items had to be on 
the agenda now because the 
town plans to do those proj-
ects over the summer.

Therefore, while taxpay-
ers will vote on a capital 
budget during a referendum 
May 5, the capital funding 
for the roof projects must be 
approved before then.

Taxpayers approved a 
$16,900 appropriation from 
capital reserve funds to 
patch Center Elementary and 

Hall Memorial School roofs 
during a town meeting Jan. 
30. 

“Those were things that 
needed to hap-
pen immedi-
ately,” Boritz 
said. “We 
needed to 
spend some 
funds to make 
some immedi-
ate improve-
ments and 
repairs because 
we have active 
leaks in both 
buildings.” 

The follow-
ing items are 
on the agenda:

• A res-
olution to 
establish a school building 
committee for the Center 
Elementary School partial 
roof replacement.

• A resolution to autho-

rize at least the preparation 
of schematic drawings and 
specifications for the Center 
School roof project.

• A resolution 
that authoriz-
es the school 
superintendent 
to apply to the 
commiss ion-
er of the state 
Department of 
Administrative 
Services for a 
grant for the 
Center School 
roof project.

• 
Authorization 
for the appro-
priation of 
$448,350 from 
the capital re- 

serve fund for the Center 
School roof project.

• A resolution to establish 
a school building committee 
for the Hall Memorial School 

roof replacement.
• A resolution to autho-

rize at least the preparation
of schematic drawings and 
specifications for the Hall 
roof project.

• A resolution authorizing 
the superintendent to apply
to the DAS commissioner 
for a grant for the Hall roof
project.

• Authorization for a
$605,050 appropriation from
the capital reserve fund for
the Hall roof project.

• Authorization of the 
appropriation of $100,000
from the capital projects fund
to replace an underground 
diesel tank at the public
works garage. 

The town is expect-
ed to receive reimburse-
ment through the state’s 
Local Capital Improvement
Program for this project.

Follow Michelle Firestone
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

Jam-packed agenda in Willington

While taxpayers 
will vote on a 
capital budget 
during a 
referendum May 
5, the capital 
funding for the 
roof projects 
must be approved 
before then.

around 7:20 p.m.
“The case is currently 

under investigation,” police 
wrote. “Anyone who may 
have witnessed the incident 
is urged to contact State 
Police at Troop K.”

Police confirmed today it 
remains an active case.

North Windham Fire 
Department Chief Jeff Wrana 
confirmed the department 
responded to a stabbing inci-
dent Friday evening.

He said the victim was a 
male who had minor injuries. 

Wrana said the Willimantic 

Fire Department transport-
ed the man to Windham 
Hospital by ambulance.

No further information was 
available on The Sports Bar 
stabbing, including any vic-
tim information.

Anyone with information 
on the Willimantic stabbing 
can contact Willimantic 
Police Department Lt. Doug-
las Glode at 860-465-3135, 
ext 1284. Anyone with infor-
mation on the Windham stab-
bing can call state police 
at Troop K in Colchester at 
860-465-5400.

Follow Claire Galvin on 
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

Two stabbings are 
under investigation
Continued from Page 1

side of Connecticut, especially during spring break.
Anyone who does travel will be asked to self-report

their travel plans.
Any employees planning in-person meetings with

out-of-state individuals should evaluate whether these
meetings can be held via teleconference.

All campus events or meetings, other than classes,
that are expected to have more than 100 people will
be canceled, adjusted or postponed through at least
April 30. 

This may include using technology to allow remote
participation.

Eastern has also said it has canceled several out-of-
state trips for athletic teams.

“We will remain in close contact with state and local
officials, and will work with your campus leaders to
clarify questions and address requests for exceptions 
to these procedures as they arise,” Ojakian wrote. 

“Working together, the CSCU system office and
your campus leader will continue to keep you updated
as this situation unfolds.”

Ojakian said property management firms and clean-
ing contractors have been directed to increase the
frequency of disinfectant cleaning.

Finally, Ojakian advised folks of common health
practices, like washing hands, avoiding shaking hands
and covering a cough or sneeze.

Núñez said the university has a pandemic and
epidemic committee that has been meeting regularly
regarding how to prepare for future outbreaks.

“Everybody is asking us, ‘What do we have to do to
keep everyone safe?’” Núñez said.

Follow Claire Galvin on Twitter - @
CGalvinTC. 

ECSU announces new precautions

A student walks through campus Monday at Eastern Connecticut 
State University in Willimantic. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

be the most dangerous coun-
tries in terms of the outbreak.

“The recommendation to 
students is to reconsider trav-
el, particularly internation-
al travel, recognizing that 
depending on where they are, 
the situation could change 
quickly,” Reitz said. “It’s 
always up to their discretion, 
but we just want them to 
make their decision with all 
of the information available.” 

As of now, however, ath-
letic teams are still traveling 
out of state, with only essen-
tial staff traveling with the 
teams.  

Mansfield
Mansfield officials, mean-

while, are in frequent con-
tact with state officials about 

the situation, which was dis-
cussed by the town council 
Monday night.

“I do think it’s a serious 
medical concern,” council 
member Terry Berthelot said. 
“I want to make sure we are 
doing everything we can and 
that people know that staying 
home when they’re sick is 
most important.” 

Mansfield Interim Town 
Manager John Carrington, 
Mansfield Superintendent of 
Schools Kelly Lyman and 
Regional School District 19 
Superintendent of Schools 
Jill Krieger met with Eastern 
Highlands Health District 
employees last week to iden-
tify and prioritize planning 
tasks.

Carrington said as rec-
ommended by the state 

Department of Public Health, 
the town is preparing for a 
transition from containing 
the transmission of the virus 
to mitigation.

“They’re not making any-
thing mandatory yet, but 
they are recommending not 
having assemblies with more 
than 100 people, things like 
that,” he said. 

Lyman sent a letter to fam-
ilies about the situation last 
Friday.

The letter states there have 
been extra cleaning and disin-
fection of frequently touched 
surfaces, such as door knobs 
and classroom tables, desks 
and counters, and buses are 
also being disinfected fre-
quently. 

Lyman reminded students 
and employees to stay home 

when ill and seek medical
attention as needed.

“Our policy requires that
students be fever-free, with-
out medication, for 24 hours
prior to returning to school (a
fever is defined as 100.4 or 
higher),” she wrote. 

Lyman wrote while the state
Department of Education is
not recommending school
closings at this time, school
officials were asked to “con-
sider how we might maintain
continuity of learning should
schools close and to alert
families that you may need to
develop plans for childcare.”

Updated information about
coronavirus is available on
the state website at ct.gov/
coronavirus.

Follow Michelle Firestone
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

UConn, Mansfield are being proactive
Continued from Page 1

NEW HAVEN REGISTER

NEW HAVEN — The 
Greater New Haven St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, an 
annual event that is said to 
draw 100,000 people, is post-
poned due to concern about 
coronavirus, the city said 
Monday.

The announcement of the 
parade postponement from 
Mayor Justin Elicker comes 
as Gov. Ned Lamont issued 
similar guidance Monday 
regarding large gatherings.

The postponement is 
“due to the growing con-
cern of the potential spread 

of COVID-19,” Elicker said 
in a release, and city health 
officials, including Health 
Director Maritza Bond 
and Community Services 
Administrator Dr. Mehul 
Dalal, “are recommending 
that gatherings of more than 
100 people be postponed 
until further notice.”

“The St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade is one of New 
Haven’s important commu-
nity and historical events, 
and it is with great disap-
pointment that we need to 
postpone the event,” Elicker 
said in the release. “Given 

the thousands of out of town 
visitors for the parade and the 
number of first-responders 
that are required to staff the 
parade, we have assessed that 
the risks of potential commu-
nity spread — and signifi-
cant impacts that would have 
on the region and our first 
responders — merit the deci-
sion to postpone the parade.

Long billed the largest 
single-day spectator event 
in the state of Connecticut, 
the parade was scheduled for 
1:30 p.m. on Sunday, March 
15. A new date has not be 
released.

“We realize this has a sig-
nificant impact on the many
groups that participate in
organizing and marching in
the parade and on local busi-
nesses. We regret the incon-
venience but want to empha-
size the need to keep our city
safe for residents and visi-
tors,” Elicker said. “The sit-
uation related to COVID-19 
is evolving very rapidly. Our
team is meeting on a daily 
basis to evaluate the situation
and will share any guidance
to the public as soon as new
information is available.”

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

New Haven postpones St. Patrick’s Day parade

NABIH BULOS
LOS ANGELES TIMES

BEIRUT — Two U.S. ser-
vice members were killed in 
Iraq in an engagement with 
enemy forces Sunday, the 
Pentagon said Monday.

The two soldiers, whose 
names have not been released 
pending next-of-kin notifica-
tion, were killed in a fire-
fight with Islamic State mil-
itants in the northern Iraqi 
district of Makhmur. They 
were there to accompany and 
advise Iraqi security forces.

On Monday, Iraq’s elite 
Counter-Terrorism Service 
announced it had conducted 
a raid a day earlier on an 
Islamic State encampment in 
the Qarachogh 
mountain range, 
some 37 miles 
southwest of the 
city of Irbil.

The clashes 
involving U.S. 
troops and Iraqi 
forces took place 
in a cave com-
plex. Twenty-
five Islamic 
State militants 
were killed and 
nine tunnels and a training 
camp were destroyed.

There were few other 
details, but an Iraqi officer 
who requested anonymity to 
be able to discuss operation-
al matters said four of the 
Americans were also wound-
ed.

“The Daesh fighters 
popped out of one entrance 
and killed the two Americans. 
They dragged their bodies 
into the cave complex,” he 
said, using another term for 
Islamic State.

A contingent of U.S. forc-
es then stormed the area to 
recover the bodies; four of 
their members were wound-
ed.

“It was a big firefight, one 
of the most intense we’ve 
faced in this period,” he said.

The death of the U.S. sol-
diers comes amid tensions 
between Iraq and the U.S. 
over American troops’ pres-
ence in the country after a 
January strike that killed Maj. 
Gen. Qassem Suleimani, 
the top Iranian commander. 
The U.S. has some 5,200 
service members in Iraq, the 
Pentagon says, along with an 
unspecified number of con-
tractors.

Suleimani’s assassination 
was seen by many politicians 
as a gross violation of Iraq’s 
sovereignty and sparked 
renewed calls for the U.S. 
to leave the country. Joint 
anti-Islamic State operations 
between Iraqi security forces 

and the coalition 
were suspended 
for a time. Col. 
Myles Caggins, 
spokesman for 
the coalition 
in Iraq, said 
joint missions 
between Iraqi 
and U.S. forc-
es had restarted 
mid-February.

S u n d a y ’ s 
operation began 

around 7 a.m., when war-
planes struck areas of the 
Qarachogh mountains, 
according to witnesses 
quoted by Rudaw, an Iraqi 
Kurdish news channel. Four 
helicopter gunships pressed 
the attack on three different 
sites in the mountains, before 
soldiers rappelled from the 
helicopters.

Iraq’s anti-terror force 
said the firefight ended early 
Monday morning.

A source familiar with 
operations in the area said the 
two service members were 
likely to be from the Marine 
Raiders, a special opera-
tions force that works with 
Counter-Terrorism Service 
on anti-Islamic State opera-
tions.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Pentagon: Two 
service members 
are killed in Iraq

The clashes 
involving U.S. 
troops and 
Iraqi forces 
took place in a 
cave complex.


