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Best Gas 
Price

Sun Mart Main 2.32
A-1 Main      2.35
Valero Main    2.42
Xtra Fuels Main    2.43
Shell Jackson 2.44
Stop & Shop Main 2.45
Mobil Boston Post 2.45
Cumbys Jackson    2.45
Cumbys Main     2.45
Shell Main  2.47

— Gasbuddy.com
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Leap Day party for all ages, 
11 a.m. Saturday at the 
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Lotteries
THURSDAY

Mid-Day 3: 3-3-5

Mid-Day 4: 4-2-3-3

Play 3: 4-2-4

Play 4: 9-3-8-6

Cash 5: 5-15-18-19-28

Lucky For Life
19-20-32-36-48/4

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 229, Willimantic, CT 
06226.

Location: 
322 Main St., Unit 1-1B, Willimantic, 
a quarter-mile east of the Frog 
Bridge intersection.

Contacting the Chronicle

February 29 - March 6, 2020

Hillary Clinton is the 

subject of “Hillary,” 

premiering Friday 

on Hulu.

ENTERTAINMENT GUIDETV&STREAM
the Chronicle

T&B MOTORS
Your Auto, Truck and Diesel Vehicle Experts

24-Hr Roadside Assistance

Emission Testing & Repair

460 Storrs Road

Mansfi eld Center, CT 06250

860-423-1187

WWW.WILLIMANTICFOOD.COOP

Open 8am-8pm 7 Days a Week

91 Valley Street, Willimantic, CT 06226

ON SALE THRU MARCH 3

Wallaby

ORGANIC AUSSIE

SMOOTH YOGURT

5.3oz 4/$3

Brown Cow

CREAM TOP YOGURT

32oz 2/$7

Daiya
DAIRY FREE C

HEESE

SHREDS 8oz $3.99

Beyond Meat

BEYOND BEEF 16oz
 $7.99

Natural Sea

ALBACORE TUNA

5oz $2.39

Endangered Species

CHOCOLATE BARS 3oz

2/$4

Barbara‛s

CHEESE PUFFS 2/$4

Epic
Meat Strips 2/$3

Meat Bars 3/
$5

eyeTrade, LLC, 
eyeTrade, LLC, Optical ShopOptical Shop

1197 Main St., Coventry, CT

eyetrade.vis
ion

Call Sonya for an

appointment Today!

860-498-0717

Optical Shop
Optical Shop

SAVE TIME, 
SAVE TIME, 

SAVE MONEY
SAVE MONEY

Order contacts on 

line eyetrade
.vision

eyeTrade

Sonya Maher, L.O.

invites you come into

eyeTrade Optical Shop

in Coventry, CT

Bring in your prescription!

Or if you do not have a valid prescription

BUY ONE BUY ONE 
GET ONEGET ONE
FREEFREE

FREE 
Smart Vision Exam 

*Certain Restrictions Apply. See Store for Details. 

*Certain Restrictions Apply. See Store for Details. *With the purchase of Frames and Lenses*
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 Coventry     Willimantic man 
accused of rape of a juvenile  last 
summer |  Page 3
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MANSFIELD — Julian is dazzled when 
he sees a group of women dressed up as mer-
maids on the subway, with billowing colored 
hair and elegant dresses.

He is so enthralled, in fact, he decides to 
dress up like them.  

Unsure of how his grandmother will react, 
Julian reveals his identity to her.

Julian’s Abuela, however, accepts him for 
who he is, even taking him to a parade where 
people are dressed like him.  

That is the story behind “Julian is a 
Mermaid” by Jessica Love, one of two books 
read during the “Jazz & Friends National Day 
of School and Community Readings” event 

at the Mansfield Public Library on Thursday 
evening.

“It’s something that’s so important in this 
day and age to feel accepted no matter what,” 
Mansfield Advocates for Children Early 
Childhood Coordinator Sarah Dufresne said.

The event was part of Book Buddies, a 

Mansfield Youth Services program where chil-
dren are paired with a mentor to read a story 
and make a fun craft in keeping with the theme 
of the book.

It was a special event held in honor of 
Jazz & Friends National Day of School and 

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WINDHAM/WILLIMANTIC — 
Only a few months after the final 
2019-20 budget was approved in 
December, town officials are now 
working to pass next year’s budgets.

Windham Town Manager Jim 
Rivers delivered the 2020-21 budget 
presentation to the Windham Town 
Council and the Windham Board of 
Finance in a joint meeting Thursday 
evening.

Rivers’ presentation was the first 
step in the town budget process, and 
the first time the council and the 
finance board heard the preliminary 
budget figures.

The full budget book will be avail-

able in upcoming weeks.
Rivers presented the figures going 

into the 2020-21 budget, like the 
grand list, the expected revenues 
and expenses and the potential tax 
impacts.

The 2019 grand list brought a 1.16 
percent increase over the previous 
year. The 2018 grand list saw a 
6.5 percent increase, although that 
increase was tied to the last revalu-

ation.
Rivers said the town is hoping state 

funding through Payment in Lieu 
of Taxes and Pequot grants may be 
increased. Other state revenues are 
expected to remain flat.

Rivers said revenue from regional 
programs is increasing.

Finally, Rivers said a small reduc-
tion to building fees is to be expected.

On the expenses side, Rivers said 

the general government budget is 
expecting a 2.26 percent increase 
over the 2019-20 budget. 

This increase includes a decrease
in debt services, an increase in total
personnel expenses, a decrease in
solid waste expenses and increases
to the Windham Textile & History
Museum and the Willimantic Public
Library budgets.

Rivers said the Willimantic Taxing
District is also expecting a 2.26 per-
cent increase in expenses.

This bump is due to increases in
debt services, personnel expenses 
and Reserve for Capital Improvement
expenses.

Rivers believed the tax impacts
could be around an increase of 0.18

Preliminary Windham budget figures discussed

PRELIMINARY, Page 4

Windham Town Manager Jim Rivers said the 
general government budget is expecting a 2.26 
percent increase over the 2019-20 budget. 

UConn senior Diamantis Datil puts together an art project while Hannah Miller, 3, of Mansfield, colors, left. An assortment of books about inclusivi-
ty was on display during the event, right. Michelle Firestone | Staff

University of Connecticut junior Emily Cesarini reads ‘Julian is a Mermaid’ during the Book 
Buddies event at the Mansfield Public Library on Thursday. Michelle Firestone | Staff

Reading 
about 
diversity

READING, Page 4

Event highlights books 
that teach acceptance

MICHELLE FIRESTONE 
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER 

STORRS/WILLIMANTIC — As the 
coronavirus outbreak worsens internation-
ally, Eastern Connecticut State University
was recently directed to suspend or cancel
programs in the countries of concern. 

The University of Connecticut, mean-
while, continues to closely monitor the
situation. 

UConn spokesperson Stephanie Reitz
said a study-abroad trip to Hong Kong
was canceled in December in relation to
the outbreak, noting those students would
have studied abroad in the spring.

No study-abroad programs in Italy had 
been canceled as of today. 

ECSU Director of University Relations
Ed Osborn said the 17 colleges and
universities in the Connecticut State
Colleges and Universities System, includ-
ing Eastern, were directed Wednesday to
immediately suspend or cancel institu-
tionally sponsored travel to countries of
concern. 

That includes China, South Korea, Iran,
Italy and Japan, a list that is expected to
grow in the coming weeks and months,
the notice said. 

“We work with an organization called
CIS Abroad, which is a third party that
basically arranges all the travel,” Osborn 
said. “They have been on top of this situa-
tion in the last month and a half as classes
got back in session here and elsewhere.” 

He said there are four students in Italy
who have been informed they need to
make arrangements to come home.

Osborn said two students who were 
planning to study in Japan and two stu-
dents who were planning to study in 
South Korea had not left the U.S. yet, but
were notified of the directive.

COLLEGE TRAVEL, Page 4

College 
travel 
affected 
by virus
ECSU students 
studying abroad 
coming home

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER 

WILLINGTON — A patient was 
transported by a Life Star helicopter to 
a Massachusetts hospital following an 
accident in Willington late Thursday 
morning, though his injuries were 
non-life-threatening. 

State police said the two-vehicle 
accident, which was at the intersec-
tion of River and Adamec roads, was 
reported at 11:31 a.m.

State police said 45-year-old Roy 
Anderson, of Putnam, was traveling 

south on Route 32 in Willington.
State police said 70-year-old 

Kenneth Whitmore, of Orange, Mass., 
was traveling north on Route 32.

According to state police, Anderson 
failed to drive on the right side of the 
roadway and the vehicle he was driv-
ing collided head-on with the vehicle 
Whitmore was driving.

State police said Anderson had a 
“suspected minor injury” and was 
transported to Bay State Hospital. 

Willington Fire Department No. 

Two people injured  
in Willington crash

TWO PEOPLE, Page 4

A UConn study-abroad 
trip to Hong Kong was 
canceled in December in 
relation to the outbreak.
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Obituaries
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Janet L. (Cook) Clapp
WINDHAM

Janet L. (Cook) Clapp, 
89, of Windham, CT passed 
away peacefully on Monday, 
February 24, 2020.  She was 
born to the late Charlotte 
(Lathrop) and Eden Cook.  
Janet was a lifelong member 
of the First Congregational 
Church of Windham, she 
was a member of Anne 
Wood Elderkin Chapter of 
DAR since 2002, member of 
Windham Historical Society.  
Janet’s life was devoted to 
her family who all loved 
her so much, she cherished 
gatherings with her family, 
church family and friends.  
She enjoyed antiquing with 
her brother Cookie and sis-
ter in-law Ellie “Cooks Olde 
Daze”.  She loved her sum-
mers spent on Block Island 
and 3-mile Island with her 
sister Connie and family. 
She is survived by her sib-
lings, Connie Cadow, Eden 
Cook II, Charlotte Rondeau 
and husband, Marcel, George 
Cook and wife, Susan.  Her 
Children, Kathryn & Ronald 
Guy, Carol & Scott Perkins, 
Steven Clapp, David & 
Nancy Clapp, Rebecca & 
John Jarvis, 10 Grandchildren 
and 9 Great-Grandchildren. 

Sister in-laws, Ginny Clapp 
and Marie Rich and many 
nieces and nephews. Janet 
was predeceased by her lov-
ing husband, Russell T Clapp, 
a sister, Lillian Cook, sister-in 
law, Ellie Cook and grandson, 
Jamie Perkins. 

Very special gratitude to all 
of the staff at St Joseph’s 
Living Center for the com-
forting care, love and support 
that they provided to Janet & 
her family.  

Janets’ family will receive 
friends and relatives on 
Sunday, March 1, 2020 from 
4:00-6:00 p.m. at Potter 
Funeral Home 456 Jackson 
St. Willimantic, Ct. 06226.  
Her funeral service will be 
on Monday, March 2, 2020 
at 10:00 a.m. at the First 
Congregational Church of 
Windham, 4 Windham Center 
Road, Windham, Ct. 06280.  
In lieu of flowers memori-
al donation can be made to 
First Congregational Church 
of Windham or St. Joseph’s 
Living Center, 14 Club Rd. 
Windham.  

To sign an online memorial 
guestbook visit www.potter-
funeralhome.com.

Community Readings, which 
supports transgender and 
non-binary youth.

The day is named after 
Jazz Jennings, a transgen-
der 19-year-old with a reality 
television show on TLC.

In addition to “Julian is a 
Mermaid,” mentors also read 
“I Am Jazz,” an autobiogra-
phy about Jennings.

The event Thursday night 
was designed to teach chil-
dren up to 8 years old about 
diversity and acceptance.

“I just think it’s important 
that our kids have a space 
to be whoever they are and 
that we support them no mat-
ter what,” Mansfield resident 
Tracey Miller said.

She brought her 3-year-
old daughter, Hannah, and 
2-year-old son, Holden, to 
the event.

Miller said she has read 
“Neither,” a book about 
inclusivity written by Airlie 
Anderson, to Holden and 
Hannah.

That story was read to the 
children during a previous 
Book Buddies event.

“They love that book and 
it’s a sweet story,” Miller 
said.

Valentina Nishball of Mans- 
field, who brought her 7-year-
old son, Cristian Kempton, 
and 10-year-old, Isabella 

Kempton, to the event, said 
it is a chance for the children 
to do something together.

“It’s good for them to be 
around different people other 
than their brother and sister,” 
she said.

UConn senior Emily 
Cesarini said she reads to 
third graders at Natchaug 
School in Willimantic.

She said she enjoys work-
ing with the children who 

“look up to” the mentors and 
listen to what they have to 
say.

“They’re all so lively,” 
Cesarini said. “It’s great.”

Each child went home 
with one of the two books 
Thursday night.

Dufresne said each book 
she chooses for the “Book 
Buddies” events has a special 
theme.  

For the next Book Buddies 

event, mentors will read 
“The Sneetches,” a Dr. Seuss 
book.

“It’s almost like an anti-bul-
lying book,” Dufresne said. 
“It’s really neat.”

The next Book Buddies 
event will be Friday, March 6, 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Mansfield 
Senior Center.

Follow Michelle Firestone 
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

Reading about diversity in Mansfield
Continued from Page 1

Cristian Kempton, 7, and his sister, Isabella Kempton, 10, of Mansfield, enjoy making bath 
bombs during the Book Buddies event at the Mansfield Public Library on Thursday. Michelle 
Firestone | Staff

mills for the town general 
government budget and 0.40 
for the Willimantic Service 
District.

Councilors were concerned 
about the high tax rate in the 
city, which is now more than 
50 mills.

“It’s going to kill us, it 
really is,” councilor Ernest 
Eldridge said. “In 20 years 
we’re going to have such a 
great financial windfall, but 
I’m not going to be here in 
20 years.”

Rivers argued the town 
needs to invest in itself to 
keep residents here and to 
attract new residents.

“Things are happening, 
it just takes a long time,” 
Rivers said. “We’re moving 
at record speeds for the gov-
ernment, trust me.”

Rivers also reviewed the 

budget process from this 
point forward.

The town budget will be 
reviewed by the town coun-
cil until March 14, when it 
is submitted to the Windham 
Board of Finance.

The Willimantic Service 
District budget will then be 
reviewed at the end of March.

Voters will be given an 
opportunity to comment on 
the budget April 14 during a 
public hearing. 

Then, pending changes 
from the finance board, the 
town meeting will be held 
May 5 and the referendum 
will be held May 12.

The Windham Board of 
Education and the Windham 
First Taxing District are also 
in the process of putting 
together next year’s budgets.

Follow Claire Galvin on 
Twitter - @CGalvinTC. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARTFORD — The Con-
necticut Supreme Court has 
dismissed an appeal of a gag 
order that a judge imposed in 
the case of Fotis Dulos, who 
died after a suicide attempt 
last month while accused of 
killing his estranged wife.

Dulos’ lawyer, Norman 
Pattis, had appealed the order, 
saying it violated Dulos’ con-

stitutional rights by prevent-
ing him from telling his side 
of the story and thwarting his 
attempts to clear his name.

Dulos, of Farmington, had 
pleaded not guilty to mur-
der, kidnapping and other 
crimes in connection with 
the disappearance of Jennifer 
Dulos, who vanished in May 
after dropping their five 
children off at school. They 

were involved in contentious 
divorce and child custody 
proceedings at the time.

The Hartford Courant also 
filed a brief opposing the 
gag order, arguing it will set 
a “dangerous precedent” in 
future criminal cases in terms 
of free speech rights.

Justices did not provide 
detailed reasons for dismiss-
ing the appeal Wednesday. 

They had asked lawyers in
the case to file briefs on why
the appeal shouldn’t be dis-
missed because of Dulos’
death.

“The gag order remains a
repulsive stain on the state’s
constitutional terrain,” Pattis
said Thursday. “The Court’s
decision to use Mr. Dulos’
death as a pretext for avoid-
ing the issue is chilling.”

ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARTFORD — Lawyers 
for three Connecticut high 
school runners suing to block 
the participation of transgen-
der athletes in girls sports 
say recent victories on the 
track by one of their clients 
should have no bearing on 
the lawsuit.

Chelsea Mitchell, of Canton 

High School, beat transgen-
der runner Terry Miller, of 
Bloomfield High School, in 
the 55-meter dash this month 
in both the Connecticut State 
Class S indoor track meet 
and the state open.

Mitchell and two other 
Connecticut high school 
runners filed a lawsuit this 

month seeking to block a 
state policy that allows high 
school athletes to compete 
based on the gender they 
identify with, arguing trans-
gender girls have an unfair 
physical advantage.

In seeking to become 
defendants in the law-
suit, lawyers for Miller and 
Andraya Yeawood, another 

transgener athlete, point to
Mitchell’s Class S victory as
evidence that the plaintiffs’
argument is faulty.

But in a court filing 
Wednesday, Mitchell’s law-
yers argue her wins over 
Miller do nothing to under-
mine the underlying argu-
ment that transgender ath-
letes have unfair advantages.

The coronavirus outbreak, 
which was first detected in 
Wuhan, China, in December, 
is believed to have been 
caused by animals sold at an 
open-air market in Wuhan. 

The World Health Organ-
ization’s International Health 
Regulations Emergency 
Committee declared Jan. 
30 the outbreak is a public 
health emergency of interna-
tional concern. 

Coronaviruses are part 
of a large family of viruses 
common in many different 
species of animals, including 
camels, cattle, cats and bats. 

The viruses usually cause 
mild to moderate respiratory 
illnesses. 

Symptoms of the virus 
include runny nose, head-
aches, cough, sore throat, 
fever and a general feeling of 
being unwell. 

On Tuesday, the state 
Department of Public Health 
issued an alert to all kinder-
garten through 12th grade 
schools and local health 
departments about the out-
break. 

“Although we have no con-
firmed cases of coronavirus 
in Connecticut, we must be 
prepared for any situation and 
that is why are continuing 
to take all necessary precau-
tions to protect Connecticut 

from this dangerous virus,” 
Gov. Ned Lamont said in a 
press release Wednesday. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has said symptoms 
of the virus may appear in as 
few as two days or as long as 
14 days after exposure. 

According to a New York 
Times story published today, 
more than 83,000 people in 
at least 53 countries have 
been infected with corona-
virus. 

UConn officials are in reg-
ular communication with 88 
students studying abroad in 
Italy, where the number of 
coronavirus cases recently 
climbed to 400. 

UConn said in a statement 
issued Wednesday the uni-
versity has been monitoring 
the situation and all 88 of 
those students are safe and 
healthy. 

The two colleges where 
UConn students are studying 
in Italy, ISI Florence and the 
Umbra Institute in Perugia, 
were still open as of today 
and planned to continue 
coursework after mid-term 
breaks ended. 

“With that being said, of 
course, the situation is fluid 
and could change,” the state-
ment said. UConn has con-
firmed with the two colleges 
in Italy, if the campuses are 
closed, students will be able 
to complete their coursework 
remotely or online. 

UConn spokesperson 
Stephanie Reitz said, if stu-
dents want to return from 
Italy, they have the option 
to complete their coursework 
online and remotely. 

“We’re still discussing the 
issue every day as we watch 
the news develop,” she said. 

UConn has advised stu-
dents not to travel to affected 
areas, such as the Lombardy 
and Veneto regions of north-
ern Italy. 

“We also are advising them 
to closely follow the rules and 
guidelines of their host pro-
gram when deciding whether 
to travel out of Italy on trips, 
given other countries’ deci-
sions on border restrictions,” 
the statement said. 

UConn officials advised 
the students in Italy to review 
the U.S. Department of State 

and CDC websites. 
“A lot of false information

and rumors are circulating 
now, so we encourage you
to consider all news sources
critically,” a notification sent
to the students said. 

Reitz said she didn’t know
of anyone in Japan and there
is one person in South Korea
who is returning home,
though she didn’t know if the
person is a faculty member
or student. 

“We have nothing that indi-
cates that person was exposed
either, but as an abundance of
caution, we’re making sure
any of those potentially risky
areas are being watched,” she
said, referring to the person
who was in South Korea. 

Reitz said the last of the
UConn community members
in China ended their “watch
period” in mid-February, a
monitoring period. 

More information about
coronavirus is available 
on the state Department
of Public Health website,
ct.gov/coronavirus. 

Follow Michelle Firestone
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

College travel affected by virus
Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

More information about coronavirus is available on the state 
Department of Public Health website, ct.gov/coronavirus. 

MANSFIELD — A vehi-
cle collision with a tree late 
Thursday morning resulted 
in the hospitalization of the 
driver.

The Mansfield Fire 
Department and Windham 
Community Memorial 
Hospital paramedics 
responded to a call at 11:27 
a.m. Thursday when a single 
car crashed into a tree on 
Mansfield City Road.

The driver, whose identi-
ty is yet to be released by 
state police, was transport-
ed to Windham Community 
Memorial Hospital by the 
Mansfield ambulance for 

minor injuries, according to 
a spokesperson for the state 
police.

Police reported the opera-
tor lost control of the vehicle 
for an unknown reason while 
traveling eastbound, went off 
the right side of the road, 
struck a tree and came to a 
final stop in the middle of 
the road.

A brief road closure 
was issued, as the car sus-
tained “total” damage and 
was towed from the scene, 
according to police.

No further information was 
available at this time.

1 Chief Alex Moore said 
Anderson was transported by 
Willington firefighters to a 
landing pad at a property on 
Village Hills Road. 

He said, from there, a Life 
Star helicopter then transport-
ed him to Bay State Medical 
Center in Springfield, Mass., 
where there is a trauma cen-
ter. 

However, the accident 
did not appear to be as seri-
ous as suspected. Moore 
said Anderson received 
non-life-threatening injuries.

Willington Hill Fire 

Department and Willington 
Fire Department No. 1 fire-
fighters responded to the 
accident, as well as an ambu-
lance from the University 
of Connecticut, state police 
and Windham Community 
Memorial Hospital paramed-
ics.

State police said Whitmore 
had a suspected minor 
injury and he was taken 
by a UConn ambulance to 
Johnson Memorial Hospital 
in Stafford Springs.

Follow Michelle Firestone 
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

Car hits tree in Mansfield

Continued from Page 1

Two people injured  
in Willington crash

Preliminary budget 
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