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LISA MASSICOTTE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

COVENTRY — With 898 in favor and 639 opposed, 
voters resoundingly said “yes” to Coventry’s 2019-20 
town/education budget Tuesday.

“We’re thrilled that 
this bipartisan, unani-
mously approved bud-
get passed muster with 
the townspeople,” said 
Coventry Town Council 
member Jonathan Hand 
after the votes were tal-
lied.

The $41,341,564 
spending package is an 
increase of $529,078, or 1.3 percent over the current 
budget.

The numbers came in from two polling sites, with the 
District 1 budget vote at 435 to 329 and the District 2 
budget vote at 452 to 305.

Budget passage means town officials now know they 
have the finances needed to run the town next fiscal 
year.

“We’re excited to get out of the planning stage and 
into the doing stage,” Coventry Town Manager John 
Elsesser said this morning.

Along with the budget, voters approved, 1,014 to 
522, a $4 million road bond resolution to address the 
continued declining road conditions.
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Around town
Line dancing for all levels 
starts at 4 p.m. Thursday 
at the Coventry Senior 
Center. See more calendar 
on Page 3. 
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Lotteries
TUESDAY

Mid-Day 3: 9-3-1
Mid-Day 4: 2-9-8-9

Play 3: 3-5-0
Play 4: 7-2-6-5

Cash 5: 6-16-20-27-33
Lotto: 17-23-31-33-35-43

Mega Millions
3-6-34-54-63/19
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ATHLETE        WEEK
TODAY INSIDE SPORTS E.O. SMITH HIGH SCHOOL
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Best Gas 
Price

A-1 Main     2.85
Shell Main  2.89
Gulf Main     2.89
Stop & Shop Main  2.93
Shell Jackson 2.94
Valero Main    2.95
Cumbys Main      2.95
Xtra Fuels Main    2.95
Cumbys Jackson     2.95
Mobil Boston Post 2.99

— Gasbuddy.com

Celebrating the moonshot

CHRONICLE STAFF

MANSFIELD — The Mansfield Resident State 
Trooper’s Office is looking to identify an individ-
ual possibly linked to a larceny in town.

Troopers were called to investigate the report 
of a larceny in the area Pine Woods Lane on 
Saturday.

It was later discovered a purse was taken from 
an unlocked motor vehicle, according to a state 
police statement issued Tuesday afternoon.

The purse was later located inside of a stolen 
motor vehicle that was recovered days later, 
police said.

Credit cards from inside the purse were used at 
a nearby gas station, according to police.

Surveillance video showed a suspect driving the 
stolen vehicle and making two purchases with the 
stolen credit cards from the purse, police said.

Police released an image of the suspect from 
the surveillance footage.

Anyone with information about the identity 
of the suspect is asked to contact Trooper 1st 
Class Joseph Strogoff at the Mansfield Resident 
Trooper’s Office at 860-429-6024. Calls can be 
made anonymously.

COVENTRY

1,014 522
YES NO

898 639
YES NO

BUDGET

ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

Larceny suspect sought

State police are looking for 
this man in connection to a lar-
ceny in Mansfield on Saturday. 
Courtesy of Connecticut State Police

Eastern Connecticut 
State University 
senior Jimmy Tonfa of 
Norwich, above, looks 
at some of the original 
maps used to plan the 
Apollo moon landings 
with physical science 
professor Russell 
Sampson on Tuesday 
afternoon at the student 
center. ECSU senior 
Alyson Augenstein 
of East Hampton, left, 
explains her project. 
Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Kari Bennett votes on the proposed Coventry bud-
get Tuesday at the North Coventry Volunteer Fire 
Department. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

Taxpayers in all three sending 
towns approved the Regional 
School District 19 budget and 
roof replacement project at a 
referendum Tuesday.

The budget is $22,237,320, 
an increase of $307,730, or 1.4 
percent.

It was approved 
by 475 “yes” 
votes to 168 “no” 
votes, accord-
ing to Regional 
School District 19 
Superintendent 
of Schools Jill 
Krieger.

“I’m pleased 
all three towns 
supported both 
projects, which 
I think is impor-
tant for us as a 
regional district,” 
she said.

District 19 over-
sees E.O. Smith High School in 
Storrs and it is comprised of the 
towns of Mansfield, Willington 
and Ashford.

The budget includes: an 
$11,108,441 contribution from 
Mansfield taxpayers, an in-
crease of $154,006, or 1.4 per-
cent; a $4,196,986 contribution 
from Willington taxpayers, an 
increase of $79,222, or 1.9 per-
cent; and a $3,674,973 contri-
bution from Ashford taxpayers, 
an increase of $89,168, or 2.5 
percent.

The budget has an increase 
of $104,670, or 0.66 percent, 

for salaries and benefits, which 
make up about 72.1 percent of 
the budget.

Krieger said there were sev-
eral opportunities for the public 
to come out and learn about the 
budget.

“I think it went very well,” she 
said of the budget process.

A $5.25 million appropriation 
for an E.O. Smith 
roof replacement 
project was ap-
proved by 473 
“yes” votes to 
168 “no” votes, 
according to Kri-
eger.

The roof is 
being replaced 
because it is ag-
ing.

While part of 
the roof was in-
stalled between 
1985 and 1987, 
the other two parts 
were installed in 

1999.
The roof has been leaking and 

that has caused damage in the 
building.

“It’s a huge roof,” Krieger said 
recently.

According to information pro-
vided by the district, the roof is 
a total of 210,900 square feet.

Krieger said the district will 
apply for reimbursement in June 
and the plan is to replace the 
roof in summer 2020.

The estimated state reimburse-
ment for that project is $4.1 mil-

DISTRICT 19
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Willington
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ROOF REPLACEMENT

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Across 
the nation, Americans are 
now remembering the accom-
plishments of astronauts from 
decades ago.

This year celebrates the 
50th anniversary since the 
Apollo 11 lunar landing, the 
first space flight that suc-
cessfully landed humans on 
the moon.

Eastern Connecticut State 
University has many con-
nections to the NASA space 
program, which is why it 
is celebrating the landmark 
anniversary in a few different 
ways.

On Tuesday, students and 
faculty had the opportuni-
ty to show off their recent 
research, many involving 
space-related topics.

To commemorate the anni-
versary, one professor dis-
played a few original copies 
of moon maps.

The maps show the Sea 
of Tranquility, a portion of 
the moon where Apollo 11 
landed.

Physical sciences profes-
sor Russell Sampson said the 
maps were given to him when 

EASTERN, Page 4

Eastern 
honors 
Apollo 11

D19 budget, roof 
plans approved

D19 PLANS, Page 4

Coventry’s 
spending  
plan is a go
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“When you compare the 
numbers of the budget to the 
numbers of the bonding pack-
age, it shows that people feel 
very strongly about the need 
to get the road work done in 
town,” said Coventry Finance 
Committee Chairperson 
Carolyn Arabolos.

At the District 1 polls, 
there were 494 in favor and 
270 opposed. At the District 
2 polls, there were 509 in 
favor and 247 opposed to the 
road bond package.

“That was a very, very 
positive vote,” said Coventry 
Town Council Chairperson 
Joan Lewis. “I think it’s 
important that both (propos-
als) passed in both districts.”

The town council will offi-
cially set the mill rate in June 
after the state has finalized 
its budget.

The proposed mill rate, 
subject to change, is 32.6, an 
increase of 0.4 mills over the 
current mill rate.

A mill represents $1 in 
property taxes for every 
$1,000 in assessed property 
value.

For the median Coventry 
home assessed at $144,000, 
the homeowner would be 
paying about $4,694 — a 
property tax increase of 
approximately $58.

The board of education 
budget was approved at 
$27,526,597, an increase of 
0.9 percent, or $244,250, 
over this year’s budget.

Support for education 

fueled many of the “yes” 
votes.

“I have a strong support 
for the school system,” said 
Coventry resident Judi Inca-
ndella. “My college girl went 
through all schools here and 
is prepared well for college 
and my younger daughter has 
a lot of support in school and 
I would hate to see resources 

cut.”
The town’s general govern-

ment portion of the com-
bined budget is $10,012,102, 
an increase of 3.29 percent, 
or $318,946, over the current 
year.

Elsesser said the town’s 
budget was “very targeted 
toward improvements and 
addressing the most critical 

issues for the town.”
Significant changes to the

town’s portion were the addi-
tion of some extra hours for 
a part-time position at the 
senior center; contracting out
for wetland inspections and 
services; increased funds for 
tree removal due to dying ash
trees; and increased funds for 
invasive species treatment/
lake management.

The town/school budget 
also includes $2,870,865
for debt service, a $34,118
decrease, and $932,000 for 
capital funds, remaining flat, 
or unchanged from the cur-
rent budget.

But some opponents are
now concerned about higher
taxes and would have liked to 
see spending cut.

Lifelong Coventry resident
Tim Phillips, 34, said he’s had 
enough with taxes continuing 
to increase each year.

“I’ve just built a brand-new 
house and I’m scared to find
out what (property taxes) are 
going to be,” he said.

Voter turnout this time 
around improved slightly
compared to last year, with 
exactly 100 more votes tal-
lied this year, not including
absentee ballots.

But town officials were still
disappointed with the overall
turnout — about 18 percent 
— as there are about 8,500 
registered voters in Coventry 
and just more than 1,500 cast 
votes Tuesday.

Follow Lisa Massicotte on 
Twitter - @LMassicotteTC.

he was a graduate student 
from a retiring cartography 
professor.

The map-maker had helped 
determine where the Apollo 
missions were to land and he 
still had those original maps 
in his possession.

“These are the pieces of 
Apollo history,” Sampson 
said. “Fifty years later, even 
with today’s best amateur tele-
scope, you’d probably never 
see the moon as detailed as 
in these maps.”

Other presentations covered 
the impact of microgravity 
on brain function, antibiotics 
research and the economics 
of satellite communications.

The students’ projects were 
funded through the NASA 
Connecticut Space Grant 
Consortium. 

Students can receive fund-
ing for their projects if they 
relate to space science. 

“NASA funded a lot of 
these projects,” said Elizabeth 
Cowles, who serves as the 
campus liaison for the con-
sortium and is the biology 
department chairperson. “It’s 
not just about space explora-
tion.”

Some research projects dis-
played Tuesday also focused 
on other topics, although 
their connection to NASA 
was just as important.

Bryce Mase, a senior earth 
sciences and math major from 
Northford (North Branford), 

analyzed the drought in Cali-
fornia using a NASA-funded 
geographic information sys-
tem.

Mase was able to see how 
the water tables improved 
following the most severe 
drought in 2014.

“It’s amazing how you can 
do this with the power of 
satellite imagery and get a 
quantified map without even 
going there and seeing any-
thing,” Mase said.

Later on Tuesday, the uni-

versity played a new PBS 
documentary called “Chasing 
the Moon.” 

The documentary about 
the Apollo 11 lunar land-
ing won’t be aired on PBS 
until July, but Eastern was 
given permission to show the 
advance screening.

On Friday evening, mem-
bers of the public have anoth-
er opportunity to enjoy a free 
event.

Space fans can watch 
“2001: A Space Odyssey” 

at 7:30 p.m. on the Student 
Center patio and then look 
at the moon and the stars 
through a telescope.

Astronomers will be avail-
able to explain the movie. 

If it is raining, the event
will be moved to the Student
Center Theater and the 
Wickware Planetarium. 

The movie will start around
sunset. Bring a blanket or a
lawn chair. 

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.
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Connie Olson

MANSFIELD CENTER
Connie Olson, 76, of Man-

sfield Center, passed away 
on May 4, 2019 at Hartford 
Hospital after a brief illness. 
She was born in Willimantic 
to the late Charles and Agnes 
(Olsen) Olson. 

Connie graduated from 
Windham High School in 
1960 and was married to 
Robert Prince for 22 years. 
She retired from the UCONN 
Facilities payroll in 2003.

Connie’s family always 
came first, especially her 
granddaughters who were 
the “apples of her eye.” She 
had a constant zest for life 
with a contagious laugh that 

would light up a room, and 
she would go out of her way 
to help anyone in need. Con-
nie and Rene, her significant 
other of over 30 years, loved 
to discover new places on 
many travel adventures and 
had a passion for entertaining 
family and friends. She will 
be terribly missed by all who 
knew and loved her.

She is survived by her 
daughter and son-in-law, Deb-
ra and Thomas Prince-Warin-
sky of St. Augustine, FL, her 
granddaughters, Brooke and 
Allie; brother, Robert Olson 
and his wife, Karen of Wind-
ham Center; nephews, Jon 
and Chris Olson, as well as a 
large, extended, loving fam-
ily and many dear friends. 

Because Connie always 
loved a good time, we will 
be celebrating her life on Sat-
urday, May 11, 2019 at the 
Ebenezer Lutheran Church, 
96 Oak St., Willimantic, CT 
06226 at 5:00 p.m. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be 
made to the Ebenezer Lu-
theran Church. 

To leave an online condo-
lence, please visit www.pot-
terfuneralhome.com.

David Sorich of Coventry casts his vote on the pro-
posed Coventry budget Tuesday at the Coventry 
Volunteer Fire Association. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Eastern Connecticut State University graduate Kevin Connolly talks about his 
research to ECSU juniors Chris Shimwel of Wethersfield and Max Parent of Yarmouth, 
Mass., Tuesday at the ECSU Student Center. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Eastern events celebrate Apollo 11

lion, with district taxpayers 
paying the remainder of the 
cost, which is $1.15 million.

Each member town will 
pay a portion of that cost.

Mansfield taxpayers will 
pay $47,793 in fiscal year 
2020-21, the first year of 

the 20-year bond. Ashford 
taxpayers will pay $15,811 
and Willington taxpayers will 
pay $18,057 in fiscal year 
2020-21.

Costs for each town will 
vary depending on the year.

Follow Michelle Firestone 
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.
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D19 plans approved

KEVIN FREKING  
AND ZEKE MILLER 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — As 
he cranks up the pressure 
on China in pursuit of a 
new trade accord, President 
Donald Trump is putting his 
deal-making persona on the 
line and injecting new risk 
into his bid for another four 
years in the White House.

Trump has raised the 
already high stakes of this 
week’s talks between U.S. 
and Chinese negotiators as 
he seeks to seal an agree-
ment he can brandish on the 

campaign trail. The push to 
bring the talks with China 
to a conclusion comes as his 
administration gears up for 
a difficult fight in Congress 
over its new North American 
trade deal. 

Progress or failure on the 
twin agenda items stands to 
be a key selling point for 
his reelection or a sobering 
verdict on his unpredictable 
stylings.

Already, the risks are mount-
ing. Trade fears sent U.S. 
markets sharply downward 
Tuesday amid rising concerns 

about the China talks resum-
ing Thursday. On Monday, 
U.S. Trade Representative 
Bob Lighthizer said the 
Trump administration was 
prepared to raise import taxes 
on $200 billion worth of 
Chinese goods early Friday.

Trump made protecting 
American manufacturers and 
farmers central planks of 
his 2016 candidacy, and his 
pledge to reverse the tide of 
globalization helped him win 
over voters in Democratic-
leaning states like Michigan 
and Wisconsin. 

Now those groups Trump 
vowed to help are sounding 
the alarm about the impact of
Trump’s protectionist mea-
sures on imports from China
and other trading partners.

Despite Trump’s rhetoric to 
the contrary, tariffs are paid
by U.S. importers of foreign 
goods. Manufacturers depen-
dent on foreign material,
retailers and other importers
have been charged more than 
$15 billion in the last year, 
according to federal data, 
though the impact directly 
felt by consumers has been 
relatively minimal.

Trump puts deal-making credentials to the test

CATHY BUSSEWITZ 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Drivers 
for ride-hailing giants Uber 
and Lyft are planning to turn 
off their apps to protest what 
they say are declining wages 
at a time when both compa-
nies are raking in billions of 
dollars from investors.

Organizers are planning 
demonstrations in 10 U.S. cit-
ies today, including Stamford, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, New 
York, San Francisco and 
Washington, as well as some 
European locations like Lon-
don.

They’re timing their pro-
tests in advance of Uber’s 
initial public stock offering, 
which is planned for Friday. 
Uber aims to raise $9 bil-
lion from investors and is 
expected to be valued at up 
to $91.5 billion.

It’s not the first time driv-
ers for ride-hailing apps 
have staged protests. Strikes 
were planned in several cit-
ies ahead of Lyft’s IPO last 
month, although the disrup-
tion to riders appeared to be 
minimal. This time more cit-
ies are participating.

“Drivers built these billion 
dollar companies and it is 
just plain wrong that so many 
continue to be paid poverty 
wages while Silicon Valley 
investors get rich off their 

labor,” said Brendan Sexton, 
executive director of the 
Independent Drivers Guild, 
in a statement. “All drivers 
deserve fair pay.”

In New York, striking driv-
ers are planning to shut down 
their services during morn-
ing rush hour from 7 a.m. 
until 9 a.m., while drivers in 
Los Angeles are planning a 
24-hour strike and picket line 
at Los Angeles International 
Airport.

Lyft said its drivers’ hourly 
earnings have increased over 
the last two years, that 75 
percent of its drivers work 
less than 10 hours per week 
to supplement existing jobs 
and that on average the com-
pany’s drivers earn over $20 
an hour.

“We know that access to 
flexible, extra income makes 
a big difference for millions 
of people, and we’re con-
stantly working to improve 
how we can best serve our 
driver community,” Lyft 
said.

In New York, striking driv-
ers are planning to proceed in 
a caravan across the Brooklyn 
Bridge and then hold a rally 
outside Uber and Lyft offices 
in Queens.

Strikes are also planned in 
Atlanta, Boston, Philadelphia, 
San Diego.

Uber, Lyft drivers 
striking across US

CQ-ROLL CALL

WASHINGTON — Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi said Tuesday 
President Donald Trump is 
trying to bait Democrats into 
starting impeachment pro-
ceedings against him because 
he knows it’s divisive.

“Trump is goading us to 
impeach him. That is what 
he is doing every single day 
— taunting, taunting, taunt-
ing,” Pelosi said during an 
event at Cornell University.

Democrats aren’t going to 
fall into that trap, Pelosi sug-
gested.

“We can’t impeach him 
for political reasons, and we 

can’t not impeach him for 
political reasons. We have to 
see where the facts take us,” 
she said.

Pelosi said Congress’ im-
peachment power is a justi-
fication for Democrats to be 
allowed access to the unre-
dacted Mueller report and 
its underlying investigatory 
materials.

She noted Mueller decided 
not to definitively declare 
Trump obstructed justice, in 
part, because of the Justice 
Department’s position that 
you can’t indict a sitting 
president. 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Pelosi: Trump baiting 
Dems to impeach him

Coventry budget plan is a go
Continued from Page 1
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