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Best Gas 
Price

A-1 Main      2.39
Mobil Boston Post 2.49
Valero Main    2.55
Shell Main  2.55
Shell Jackson 2.55
Stop & Shop Main 2.59
Cumbys Jackson     2.59
Xtra Fuels Main    2.59
Cumbys Main     2.61

— Gasbuddy.com

Vet describes lifelong effects of Agent Orange

Vietnam War veteran Paul Scappaticci talks about his health conditions 
after being exposed to Agent Orange at E.O. Smith High School in Storrs 
on Tuesday. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Connecticut Attorney General William Tong talks about ‘dreamers’ on Tuesday at Eastern Connecticut State University.  Courtesy of ECSU

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

STORRS — Vietnam War veteran 
Paul Scappaticci suffers from numerous 
health problems, including Type II dia-
betes, hypertension, sleep 
apnea and neuropathy.

The cause? Agent 
Orange.

The Manchester res-
ident visited with E.O. 
Smith High School stu-
dents Tuesday to discuss 
his plight, as well as the 
plights of other veterans 
afflicted with various dis-
eases associated with the 
controversial defoliant.

Scappaticci served in the 
Navy and was exposed to 
the herbicide after he and other sail-
ors drank contaminated water from the 
South China Sea and used it to cook and 
shower.

However, although nearly 400 veter-
ans are dying from exposure to Agent 

Orange daily, Scappaticci said the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs only 
financially covers treatment of 15 of the 
50 diseases caused by Agent Orange.

“I’m not backing down,” said the 
69-year-old Manchester 
resident, who has recov-
ered from thyroid and pros-
tate cancer. “I’m going to 
stand up to them because 
what they’re doing is a 
crime.”

Both of the cancers 
Scappaticci received were 
caused by his exposure to 
Agent Orange.

Scappaticci’s visit to the 
school was part of the E.O. 
Smith’s Veterans Series, 
which began with Vietnam 

Navy Veteran Michael Beattie, who 
spoke to students last Wednesday.

The school also had an assembly on 
Veterans Day, which was Monday. 

In recognition of Scappaticci’s ser-
VETERAN, Page 4

I’m not backing 
down. I’m  
going to stand 
up to them 
because what 
they’re doing is 
a crime.

Paul Scappaticci

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Eastern 
Connecticut State University stu-
dents shared their dreams with 
Connecticut Attorney General 
William Tong on Tuesday.

And those “dreamers,” the 
children of undocumented immi-
grants, hope they can continue 
building their lives in the country 

they now consider home.
ECSU hosted a forum Tuesday 

featuring Tong, who spoke in 
favor of protections for Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) students in Connecticut 
and across the nation.

These children have been 
termed “dreamers” in recent 
years and they face uncertain 
futures following the 2016 elec-

tion of Donald Trump as presi-
dent.

Tong spoke in favor of the 
DACA program and what he is 
doing to protect the program.

“The Trump administration’s 
attempt to revoke DACA is 
unlawful, wrong, cruel and point-
less,” Tong said. “All of you here 
united today will send that mes-
sage not just in Connecticut, but 

all the way down to Washington, 
D.C., and the U.S. Supreme 
Court.”

Trump aims to end the DACA 
program, an Obama-era program 
that allows children of undoc-
umented parents to stay in the 
United States to work and study.

Many ECSU students are 
scholarship recipients through 

‘Dreamers’ share their concerns
Attorney general visits ECSU to discuss DACA program

‘DREAMERS,’ Page 4

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

MANSFIELD — After a decade on the
town council, veteran Antonia Moran took on
a new role Tuesday as Mansfield’s top elected 
official. 

Council members unanimously voted for 
Moran, a Democrat, to be the new mayor 
during their first meeting after last week’s
municipal elections. She replaces Democrat
Paul Shapiro, who did not seek another term.

“I don’t think it’s possible to be better pre-
pared for this office than Toni is,” said council 
member Peter Kochenburger, the Democrat
who nominated Moran.

Democrat Ben Shaiken was chosen unan-
imously as deputy mayor during the council
meeting.

Kochenburge r 
said Moran has 
been on the town 
council since 2009 
and served as depu-
ty mayor during the 
previous term.

He said she has 
been chairperson of 
the town council’s 
personnel commit-
tee, finance com-
mittee and committee on committees. 

Kochenburger said he thought Moran would
be a great mayor “and it’s my pleasure to nom-
inate her.

Moran thanked all of the residents who
voted during the Nov. 5 election, regardless of
who they voted for.

“I don’t care who you voted for, but the real
mark of a democracy is voting,” she said.

Moran also thanked her colleagues on the 
town council for their support. 

She said she would be working with the 
council on several different “major and minor
projects,” including the search for a new town
manager and the new elementary school proj-
ect.

The $50.5 million elementary school project
was approved by taxpayers during a referen-
dum on Election Day.

That project is designed to build a new
elementary school at the current Southeast
Elementary School site that will replace the
three existing elementary schools.  

“We have a lot of work ahead of us,” Moran 
said.

Moran is 
mayor in 
Mansfield
Shaiken chosen  
as deputy mayor

MORAN, Page 4

I don’t think it’s 
possible to be 
better prepared 
for this office 
than Toni is.

Peter Kochenburger

LISA MASSICOTTE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

COVENTRY — Coventry’s new 
town council can officially get to 
work, as councilmen and women 
were sworn in Tuesday night during 
a well-attended inauguration cere-
mony.

After heartfelt final remarks and 
thanks were given by members of 
the now-former town council, the 
new council members stepped up.

They were sworn in by Town 
Clerk Lori Tollmann and appoint-

ments were made to determine offi-
cer and committee positions.

“It has been a great pleasure to 
serve as council chair these last 
few years and I would like to thank 
all the members of the council for 
their dedication and their service,” 
said former council chairperson Joan 
Lewis.

The ceremony drew a large crowd 
to the Coventry Town Hall Annex 
Tuesday evening.

Republican Julie Blanchard was 

Coventry swears in 
new town council

COVENTRY, Page 4
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Evelyn Vail Morris Griffin
STORRS

Evelyn Vail Morris Griffin, 
93, of Storrs, died on Sunday, 
Nov 10, 2019. She was 
born on April 11, 1926 in 
Cambridge, MA, daughter of 
William and Ella Morris. 

She was predeceased by 
four siblings and survived by 
her three children; Jodie (and 
her husband Scott) Stevens, 
of Vernon, CT, Jan (wife of 
John, deceased) Gentry, of 
Beaufort, SC, and Jon Griffin, 
of Eastham, MA. 

She was a Captain in the 
Air Force during the Korean 
War and graduated from NE 

Deaconess Hospital, Boston, 
in 1948 as an RN. 

Memorial services will be 
Saturday, Nov 16, 2019 at St. 
Mark’s Chapel in Storrs at 1 
p.m. A reception at the church 
will follow. 

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made 
to Breast Cancer Research 
Foundation, 28 West 44th 
Street, Suite 609, New York, 
NY, 10036. 

To sign an online memorial 
guestbook please visit www.
potterfuneralhome.com.

vice, 12th-grader Rachel 
Smith gave him a plaque she 
made with his name burned 
in the wood.

E.O. Smith social studies 
teacher Tim Bowen said vet-
erans are recognized every 
day, not just on Veterans Day, 
noting veterans have to deal 
with issues “good and bad.”

“Paul has been instrumen-
tal in helping veterans,” he 
said.

Scappaticci is an advocate 
for disabled Vietnam vet-
erans and has been work-
ing with U.S. Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal, D-Conn., who is 
a member of the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

He has been very involved 
in legislation benefiting vet-
erans, including the Blue 
Water Navy Vietnam Veterans 
Bill, which President Donald 
Trump signed into law in 
June.

Agent Orange was among 
the millions of gallons of 
herbicide used by the U.S. 
military forces during the 
Vietnam War to eliminate 
forest cover and crops for 
North Vietnamese and Viet 
Cong troops. 

The bill, which veterans 
have fought for at least a 
decade, extends benefits pro-
vided to those who served 
on land to those who served 
on the waters offshore of 
Vietnam and were exposed 

to Agent Orange.
However, there has been 

a delay and veterans are not 
expected to start receiving 
those benefits until January.

Scappaticci, meanwhile, 
said he has been waiting 
17 years for compensation 
claims to be approved by the 
VA for his illnesses.

He said veterans “signed 
our lives away,” yet the gov-
ernment wouldn’t compen-
sate those who have been 
poisoned by Agent Orange. 

“Shame on you,” Scappat-
icci said, referring to the gov-
ernment.

He spoke about the differ-
ent ribbons he had, noting he 
is proud of his service.

“I’m proud to wear them,” 
Scappaticci said. “I’m proud 
of what I have done.”

Several of Scappaticci’s 
family members have served 
in the military as well.

“I wanted to be there,” he 
said, referring to Vietnam.

In addition to his many 
health issues, Scappaticci’s 
28-year-old daughter is suf-
fering from a skin condition 
caused by Agent Orange, 
which he has as well. 

“It passes down to our 
children and grandchildren 
and our government will not 
take care of our children and 
grandchildren from those ill-
nesses,” he said. 

Follow Michelle Firestone 
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

Veteran describes 
lifelong effects  
of Agent Orange
Continued from Page 1 chosen as chairperson unan-

imously by the council and, 
subsequently, Republican 
Matthew O’Brien Sr. was 
named as the vice chairman.

“I’m ready to get to work 
for the citizens of Coventry,” 
Blanchard said. “We can find 
strength in our unity as we 
work as a team. 

“I ask that we all do our 
best to offer excellent ser-
vices, efficient government, 
affordability for all and full 
transparency whenever and 
wherever possible.”

Blanchard nominated Re- 

publican Richard Williams 
Jr. as secretary, which was 
also easily approved by the 
council.

O’Brien Sr. was named 
chairman of the town coun-
cil finance committee and 
serving with him on the 
committee are Williams and 
Democrat Lisa Thomas.

Blanchard appointed 
Republican Matthew O’Brien 
Jr., O’Brien Sr.’s son, also 
the Coventry Republican 
Town Committee chairman, 
as town council steering 
committee chairman.

Also on the steering com-

mittee is Democrat Jonathan 
Hand, who previously served 
as chairman, and Democrat 
Lisa Conant, who previously 
served as town council vice 
chairwoman.

“Sadly, Carolyn (Arabolos) 
and Mike Sobol, who also 
served on the finance com-
mittee, will not be return-
ing but they served the town 
council with great dedica-
tion, knowledge and always 
did what was best for the 
community,” Lewis said in 
her opening statement.

Lewis will be serving this 
term on the Coventry Board 
of Assessment Appeals and 

while Sobol and Arabolos, 
a Democrat, did run for
re-election, they did not 
make the cut.

“Congratulations to those
of you that have been elected
to represent our communi-
ty for the next two years,” 
Sobol said. 

“You are here to represent
Coventry. I urge you to lead
with integrity and humility
and work collaboratively
with all representatives at
this table, regardless of polit-
ical affiliation.”

Follow Lisa Massicotte on 
Twitter - @LMassicotteTC.

She thanked town staff 
who “stuck with us” during 
a transitional period, noting 
there has been some “tur-
moil” over the past few years.

After about a year on their 
jobs, former town manag-
er Derrik Kennedy and for-
mer assistant town manager 
Joshua Putman resigned in 
July. 

Kennedy replaced long-
time town manager Matthew 
Hart and Putman replaced 
longtime assistant town man-
ager Maria Capriola.

“We’ve had two periods of 
interim town managers and, 
fortunately, John Carrington 
has agreed to take that 
responsibility,” Moran said. 

Democratic council mem-
ber Ron Schurin, meanwhile, 
nominated Shaiken, the 
Mansfield Democratic Town 
Committee chairman, to be 
deputy mayor.

He said, as the former 
chairman of the committee 
on committees, Shaiken, who 
just started his third term on 
the council, is “well aware of 
the range of opportunities” 
citizens can take advantage 
of to get involved in town 

government. 
Shaiken, who works as 

manager of advocacy and 
public policy for the Con- 
necticut Community Non- 
profit Alliance, said he has 
lived in Mansfield for 20 
years. 

He said this morning it is 

still “kind  of mind-blowing” 
that he was chosen to be  the 
deputy mayor.

“I am looking forward to 
helping Toni with a real-
ly productive two years,” 
Shaiken said. 

Shaiken was re-elected to 
the town council last week.

“He has an intimate knowl-
edge of how government 
works, both at this level
and at the higher levels of
government through his pro-
fessional responsibilities,”
Schurin said.

Follow Michelle Firestone
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc. 

Antonia Moran, right, was chosen to be Mansfield’s new mayor during the Mansfield Town 
Council’s meeting Tuesday at the Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building. Ben Skaiken, center, was 
chosen as deputy mayor. On the left is new council member Samuel Bruder.  Michelle Firestone | Staff

Coventry Town Manager John Elsesser takes a picture as Coventry Town Clerk Lori Tollmann swears in the new town council 
Tuesday in the Coventry Town Hall Annex. Lisa Massicotte | Staff

TheDream.US Opportunity 
Scholarship Program.

The forum was held while the 
U.S. Supreme Court heard argu-
ments in Connecticut’s case to pro-
tect DACA.

Connecticut is one of 17 states 
that filed a lawsuit against the 
Trump administration in 2017 chal-
lenging the revocation of DACA.

Tong shared he is the son of an 
immigrant, an immigrant who once 
overstayed his tourist visa.

“If that happened today, you 
would call him ‘undocumented’ or 
‘illegal,’” Tong said. “How would 
they treat him today? More often 

than not, now this country turns its 
back on people.”

DACA recipient students Yineira 
Lopez, Maria Elena Ruiz Gonzalez 
and Yenimar Cortez spoke about 
how DACA has changed their lives, 
why they think the program should 
continue and how the program 
could be improved.

“The United States provided me 

with so many opportunities that 
my country would never have,” 
said Lopez, who is from Venezuela. 
“I am happy to call this place my 
home today.”

Lopez said before she received 
DACA, she was in this “limbo” of 
living and planning her life.

However, some of that limbo still 
exists, as DACA recipients can only 

plan their lives two years ahead.
“Hopefully, more of us will be 

able to go to college, obtain jobs, 
help the economy, buy cars and 
homes and build their lives in this 
country like they have been since 
they were 5 or 6 years old, like me,” 
said Ruiz Gonzalez, who is from 
Mexico.

Eastern President Elsa Núñez 
said the university is fortunate to 
have this group of students.

“They have a cumulative GPA of 
3.4, and a retention rate of 96 per-
cent,” Núñez said. “That’s just as 
good as Harvard or Yale.”

According to Núñez, Eastern was 
one of the first colleges that partic-

ipated in TheDream.US program 
and 200 Eastern students are cur-
rently scholarship recipients.

“The foundation’s faith in Eastern 
has been rewarded by this impres-
sive group of young Americans 
working to make a difference in 
our community and our nation,” 
Núñez said.

The Supreme Court likely won’t 
deliver a verdict until the spring-
time. 

If the program is revoked, most 
DACA recipients will retain their 
two-year protection until the next 
presidential term begins.

Follow Claire Galvin on Twitter - 
@CGalvinTC.

Continued from Page 1

The United States provided me with so many 
opportunities that my country would never have. 
I am happy to call this place my home today.

Yineira Lopez

‘Dreamers’ at Eastern share their concerns with attorney general
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THE DAY

NEW LONDON — An 
aide to Gov. Ned Lamont 
was receptive to the city’s 
request for state help in fund-
ing a 2020 tall ships event, 
Mayor Michael Passero told 
OpSail Connecticut board 
members Tuesday.

Passero said he met last 
week in Hartford with 
Lamont’s senior adviser, 
Jonathan Harris, and request-
ed $300,000 in state assis-
tance. Passero said Harris 
asked about other sources of 
funding that would have to 
be tapped and the “econom-
ic multiplier” effect of the 
event, which is seen as a 
potential boon to statewide 

tourism.
“I got the feeling they could 

scrape together $300,000,” 
Passero said. “We’d have to 
come up with the rest.”

OpSail, the private non-
profit that organizes the 
annual Connecticut Maritime 
Heritage Festival in New 
London, is studying the fea-
sibility of a collaboration 
with Newport, R.I.-based 
Tall Ships America, which 
wants New London to host 
tall ships for several days in 
June. 

Tall Ships America is plan-
ning a series of East Coast 
events in connection with 
Maine’s bicentennial.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Passero: State ‘receptive’ 
to funds for tall ships event

HARTFORD COURANT

A missing South Windsor 
man was found dead in 
Manchester on Tuesday after-
noon, but his death “does not 
appear suspicious,” police 
said.

The man was last seen 

Thursday in his white Audi 
2.0 and detectives found the 
car about 2 p.m. Tuesday in 
Manchester with the man’s 
body inside, South Windsor 
Police Chief Chief Scott 
Custer said.

Police did not say where 

exactly the car was located or 
how he died, but do not sus-
pect foul play, Custer said.

“His death does not appear 
suspicious,” Custer said. 
“The cause and manner of 
death is under investiga-
tion by both Manchester 

police investigators and the 
Office of the Chief Medical 
Examiner.”

The man’s family has been 
notified and will be support-
ed by South Windsor police, 
Custer said.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Missing South Windsor man found dead in Manchester
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