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Arts & Entertainment

WILLIMANTIC — East- 
ern Connecticut State Univer-
sity’s Performing Arts Depart-
ment will present “The Bro-
thers Size” by Tarell Alvin 
McCraney from March 3 to 8 
in the Fine Arts Instructional 
Center DelMonte-Bernstein 
Studio Theater.

Set in the sweltering heat 
of the Louisiana bayou, Ogun 
Size tenuously reunites with 
his brother Oshoosi, who has 

recently been released from
prison. When Oshoosi’s allur-
ing former cellmate Elegba
arrives, the two brothers find 
themselves on a collision
course with fate in this explo-
ration of the complicated 
bonds of brotherhood. 

McCraney is the co-creator 
of the Academy Award-win-
ning film “Moonlight.”

Performances will be March 
3-5 and March 7 at 7:30 p.m,
and March 8 at 4:30 p.m. 

On Friday, March 6 at 6 p.m., 
there will be a special perfor-
mance featuring a pre-show
reception at 5 p.m. in the FAIC
Art Gallery. Immediately fol-
lowing the performance will
be a post-show discussion,
sponsored by the Office of 
Equity & Diversity with Isaiah
M. Wooden, theater scholar,
director, dramaturg and co-au-
thor of the forthcoming book,
“Tarell Alvin McCraney:
Theater, Performance and Col- 
laboration.”

The play contains strong
adult language and themes

Tickets are $20 for the gen-
eral public; $12 for Eastern 
faculty/staff/alumni; $5 for
non-Eastern students and 
groups of 10 or more and free
for Eastern students.

FAIC is at 83 Windham St.
To purchase tickets online,

visit easternct.showare.com/
thebrotherssize. For more 
information, call 860-465-
5123 or email theatreboxof-
fice@easternct.edu.
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Tarell Alvin McCraney is the co-creator of the 
Academy Award-winning film “Moonlight.”

TO ADVERTISE CALL:  (860) 423-8466

A total of 35 fire departments were regis-
tered with the Eastern Connecticut Fire 
School on its opening day in June 1954.

NO FE E S . . .  E VE N ONLINE!
jorgensen.uconn.edu

860.486.4226, M-F 10-5 pm  |  @JorgensenUConn
For ADA accommodations, please call the Box Office

Located on the UCONN campus in Storrs, CT

Thurs, Mar 12, 7:30 pm T I X $25-35

CIRQUE FLIP FABRIQUE – Blizzard
A fresh take on contemporary circus, 
exploring the awe and wonder of a 
winter storm. Guaranteed chills for the 
whole family! 

Media Sponsor:

Tues, Mar 24, 7:30 pm T I X $25-35

CINDERELLA Russian National Ballet
One of the most popular and beloved 
of the Russian classical ballets, with a 
profound musical score by Prokofiev.

Media Sponsors:

Fri, Mar 27, 8 pm T I X $35-55

KRISTIN CHENOWETH IN CONCERT

Emmy and Tony Award-winning Kristin 
Chenoweth is back by popular demand!

For The Girls

Media Sponsors:

Tues, Mar 31, 7:30 pm T I X $32-36

ARCIS SAXOPHONE QUARTET

Lenard Chamber Event

An exciting program featuring Dvorak, 
Bernstein, Gershwin and more! 

American Dreams

Call Sonya for an appointment Today! 
860-498-0717

eyeTrade

Sonya Maher, L.O.
invites you to come into 

eyeTrade Optical Shop

SAVE TIME
MONEY

Sonya Maher L O

Order Your Contacts On-Line
www.eyetrade.vision

*Certain Restrictions Apply. See Store for Details. *With the purchase of Frames and Lenses*

Smart

Exam 
Vision
Smart

E am
Vision

A Porti on of Every Purchase Helps Others See !

eyeTrade, LLC,
Optical Shop

1197 Main St., Coventry, CT
www.eyetrade.vision 

BUY ONE
GET ONE

Optical Shop in Coventry

½OFF
FREE

BLOW
OUT

SALE!

ALL BOOKS BUY ONE
GET ONE FREE!

Buy one book get another of equal or lesser value for free.

THE BOOK RACK
(Near Rein’s Deli)

435 Hartford Turnpike Vernon, CT

860-870-8870

Vernon 346 Kelly Rd
860-644-7702 • angellinos.net

Special available only for March 2020. Cannot be combined with other offers, discounts or promotions

Our Shrimply Fantastico Trio comes with 
three different styles of shrimp.

Do we have a treat for you...

Over Angel Hair Pasta. Start with a fresh garden salad and oven-baked bread.

March is
Shrimp Month

Fried Shrimp
Mediterranean Scampi

Southwestern Barbecue

YOU WON’T
BELIEVE
IT’S ONLY

$14149999
Come visit 
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for the month 

of March
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PETE ZIZKA
Last January, the Eastern 

Connecticut Fire School dedi-
cated and opened a new build-
ing that features state-of-the-
art training for both career 
and volunteer firefighters in 
eastern Connecticut. 

The 60-year-old building 
that previously housed the 
school had been described by 
Willimantic Fire Chief Marc 
Scrivener as “beyond repair.” 

The Eastern Connecticut Fire- 
men’s Training School has an 
interesting history. The idea 
for the school had been gener-
ated by Willimantic’s Deputy 
Fire Chief Albert Martin and  
was officially endorsed at a 
February 1954 meeting of the  
Windham and Tolland Fire-
men’s Association, at which 
each group gave $100 “to 
defray the preliminary expens-
es for such a school.” 

With efforts to establish the 
school in Willimantic spear-
headed by Mayor Florimond 
Bergeron, Fire Chief J. Leo 
Rivard and Deputy Chief 
Martin, plans came to fruition 
quickly and the school opened 
in June 1954 with a parade 
through Willimantic and cere-
monies at the site. 

Thirty-five fire departments 
were registered in the school 
on opening day. Deputy Chief 
Martin was named director of 

the school. 
On opening day, there was 

no building, only four pits 
used for training exercises. Op- 
ening-day ceremonies included 
demonstrations with firefight-
ers extinguishing oil, gasoline 
and car fires using water, pow-
der and other chemicals and 
demonstrating their proper use. 

A few months later, with 
largely volunteer help, a 
24-by-48-foot structure was 
erected, the first permanent 
building on the site. 

In today’s photo, Bergeron 
is seen looking at the build-
ing’s framework. 

A year after opening, the 
school hosted classes for hun- 
dreds of firemen from Wind-
ham, Tolland and New London 
counties. Subsequently, 
30-foot demonstration tanks, 
pieces of fire apparatus and 
other buildings were added to 
the site. 

The recent transformation 
is a dramatic juxtaposition of 
the school’s humble begin-
nings and the state-of-the-art 
school that will be host to both 
entry-level classes for east of 
the river volunteer firefighters, 
and advanced training for the 
more experienced. 

For questions or comments 
about this week’s photo or 
article, email threadcity@out-
look.com.

STORRS — The Ballard 
Institute and Museum of 
Puppetry at the University 
of Connecticut will host the 
grand opening of its new 
exhibitions on Saturday at 
noon.

Exhibiting the work by 
one of the United States’ 
most dynamic 20th-century 
puppeteers, “Paul Vincent 
Davis and the Art of Puppet 
Theater” celebrates the career 
of the longtime artist in res-
idence at Boston’s Puppet 
Showplace Theater. Davis’ 
award-winning productions 
have ranged from the joyous 
fun of fairy tales, folklore, 
and clown circus to works by 
Shakespeare, George Bernard 
Shaw, and Samuel Beckett. 

Focused primarily on the 
design, construction and per-
formance of hand puppets, 
Davis has always sought to 
expand America’s sometimes 
“limited vision of this amaz-
ing art form,” as he put it in 
his book, “Exploring the Art 
of Puppet Theater.”

The exhibit includes pup-
pets, props and stages from 
such productions as “Aladdin 
and His Wonderful Lamp,” 
“Rumplestiltskin,” “Here  Come  
the Clowns” and “Bingo the  
Circus Dog,” as well as 

“Shakes versus Shav.”
Curated by performance art-

ist, and writer Jungmin Song,
“Shakespeare and Puppetry”
presents thought-provoking
examples of the many ways
puppets and objects have been
used to interpret the works of
the greatest playwright of the
English language. 

Ranging from giant card-
board cutouts of Bread and
Puppet Theater’s “Out of 
Joint Hamlet,” to Forced Ent-
ertainment’s everyday-object 
performance of “Macbeth,”
the exhibition introduces 
new perspectives about how
dramatic characters are fash-
ioned, and how “things” can
be cast in dramas. 

“Shakespeare and Puppet-
ry” also includes work by the 
Tiny Ninja Theatre, Jon Lud- 
wig, Hogarth Puppets, Little
Angel Theatre, Fred Curch-
ack, Great Small Works and
Larry Reed. 

Refreshments will be served 
at noon and free tour of the
exhibits will be at 12:30 p.m.

The exhibition will be on
display until June 7.  

The museum is at 1 Royce
Circle in Downtown Storrs. 

For more information
about this event, visit: bimp.
uconn.edu.

STORRS — As part of its  
2020 Spring Puppet Perform-
ance Series, the Ballard Ins- 
titute and Museum of Puppet- 
ry at the University of Con-
necticut will present “Paul 
Vincent Davis’ Raccoon Tales,”  
performed by Brad Shur 
of Paper Heart Puppets, on 
Saturday at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.

The animals in the forest 
are always getting into trou-
ble playing tricks on each 
other. Will they learn their les-
sons? This hand-puppet show 
includes three tales inspired 
by the Native American sto-
ries of the Seneca tribe: “How 
the Fox and the Raccoon Trick 
Each Other,” “Why the Blue 
Jay is Blue and the Gray Wolf 
Isn’t” and “Why the Bear has 
a Stumpy Tail.” 

The show is 45 minutes 

long and is recommended for
ages 4 and older.

Shur is the founder and 
lead performer for Paper
Heart Puppets, based in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. From
2009-17, he served as the
resident artist at Puppet
Showplace Theater, where 
he created many of his own
shows and studied with Davis.

Tickets are $12 adults, $10
for members and seniors, $8
students and $6 for children
12 and younger. 

The museum is located at
1 Royce Circle in Downtown 
Storrs. 

Tickets can be purchased at
860-486-8580 or bimp.tick-
etleap.com/raccoon-tales. 

For more information, call 
860-486-8580 or email bimp@ 
uconn.edu.

New exhibits to open 
Saturday at Ballard

‘Raccoon Tales’ is inspired 
by Native American stories 

ECSU presents ‘Brothers Size’ 


