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The Windham/Willimantic community certainly 
appreciates community efforts like the recent Town 
Pride Town Wide program, where local college stu-
dents cleaned up various sections of the city.

This aspect of community service has long 
been a staple of what Eastern Connecticut State 
University stu-
dents offer the 
town.

But as ECSU 
students showed 
during the recent 
Service Expo and 
Awards Ceremony 
at the new fine 
arts building, they 
are doing more 
than just “picking 
up trash.”

Those were 
the words from 
Kimberly Silcox, 
director of 
ECSU’s Center 
for Community 
Engagement.

Several awards 
were handed out 
for various stu-
dent community service initiatives that matched 
students’ passions for service with local organiza-
tions in need of a helping hand.

Most of those honored worked with local school-
children.

For example, two separate programs for male 
and female pupils at Natchaug Elementary School 
in Willimantic were feted for the way they help 
these youngsters develop good character, among 
other goals.

Other programs targeted the environment and 
other youth initiatives.

While those honored are too many to mention, 
the general outcome of the awards ceremony was 
ECSU students are, indeed, an asset to the commu-
nity in ways beyond just patronizing Main Street 
businesses and, as Silcox put it, “picking up trash.”

They are providing a key benefit that a university 
can bring to a community, namely young role mod-
els who can truly impact a town and its residents.

This goes against negative stigmas associated 
with college students in college towns — that stu-
dents simply party too much and destroy property 
and harm the quality of life.

Willimantic hasn’t been immune to those con-
cerns, but what was on display April 19 was some-
thing much different from the party hearty stereo-
type many have of these young people.

During his first 15 months as presi-
dent, Donald Trump has postured as the 
bad cop.

He railed about NATO members 
welching on their promised contribu-
tions to the alliance. Trump rhetori-
cally reduced North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un to “short and fat” and “rocket 
man.” He ordered the dropping of a 
huge bomb on the Taliban and twice 
hit Syrian chemical weapons sites. He 
talked of trade wars and hitting back at 
China.

Through all the bombast and follow-
ups, Trump’s supposedly more sober 
and judicious appointees — especially 
former National Security Adviser H.R. 
McMaster and former Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson, along with Defense 
Secretary James Mattis — played good 
cops against the outnumbered lone-wolf 
Trump.

This script was well known from the 
days of Richard Nixon and his national 
security adviser and then secretary of 
state, Henry Kissinger. Nixon often 
postured as if he were eager to bomb the 
North Vietnamese to smithereens, to go 
to Dr. Strangelove levels to stand down 
the Soviets, or to unleash Israel to do 
whatever it took to defeat its enemies.

Then Kissinger was sent over to 
reassure both troubled allies and tense 
enemies. He pleaded for modest con-
cessions to ward off what might be 
far worse. He confided to leaders that 
Nixon was a madman who terrified 
Kissinger as much as he did the world 
abroad.

The net effect was to gain compro-
mises and advantages that otherwise 
would have been impossible.

Remember how in the old cop mov-
ies, arrested suspects were worn out 
and scared by unpredictable and brutal 

police interrogators? Once softened up, 
they were then handed over to make 
their confessions to a new shift of kindly 
detectives who brought out the good-cop 
gifts of cigarettes, coffee and doughnuts 
while they badmouthed their colleagues’ 
harsh interrogation methods.

No one knows whether these simplis-
tic stereotypes are even half true in the 
Trump administration. But what is cer-
tain is that new Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo and National Security Adviser 
John Bolton, along with strengthened 
U.N. Ambassador Nikki Haley, are more 
likely to question the status quo and to 
take some risks in restoring U.S. strate-
gic deterrence.

Will Trump now reverse roles and 
become the good cop? Instead of worry-
ing the Europeans, frightening the North 
Koreans and assailing the Russians and 
Chinese, will he more calmly express 
his fears that he can scarcely control 
the righteous anger of his new foreign 
policy team? There might be lots of 
advantages for a new good-cop Trump, 
compared with his past bad-cop role.

First, playing the skeptic with foreign 
interventions puts him more in tune with 
his swing-state, blue-collar supporters. 
Remember that Trump ran on avoiding 
entangling overseas interventions. Now, 
he can emphasize that role as he winks 
and nods to Pompeo, Bolton and Haley 
to ratchet up the pressure as he publicly 
tries to calm them down.

Second, Trump’s art-of-the-deal style 
has been to play the mediator who 
claims there must be some way to find 
common ground between two adversar-
ies. As a good cop, he can say to the 
Chinese, North Koreans, Iranians and 
others, “Let’s make a deal so I don’t 

have to call in the tough guys, who are 
starting to scare me as much as they 
scare you.”

Third, Trump has a special affinity 
for Mattis. But in the past, Mattis was 
stereotyped as a good cop trying to talk 
Trump out of straight-arming NATO 
allies or walking away from past U.S. 
deals. Now, however, Trump can join 
Mattis in a good cop role, as the two 
pose abroad as unified voices of cau-
tion who want agreements rather than 
confrontations.

Even in role-playing, it is wise to have 
Mattis and Trump on the same side. One 
reason Trump has a special affinity for 
Mattis is that his caution and reluctance 
to intervene abroad fit Trump’s own 
campaign sloganeering.

There was always a paradox with 
Trump’s Jacksonian foreign policy. How 
was he to restore deterrence abroad 
without another costly intervention? 
How does he bomb ISIS into oblivion 
without worrying about the innocent 
refugees living among the ashes and an 
eventual return of ISIS infiltrators?

Trump now can outsource his lone-
wolf hawkishness to new hard-liners 
Bolton and Pompeo, and remind ene-
mies his art-of-the-deal comprising is 
their last chance at an agreement.

In sum, the tough reputations of the 
highly regarded Pompeo and Bolton 
now allow Trump to be what he always 
was — a dealmaker.

Hanson is a classicist and histori-
an at the Hoover Institution, Stanford 
University and the author, most recent-
ly, of “The Father of Us All: War and 
History, Ancient and Modern.”
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Is the president now good cop or bad cop?

Editor:
I read William Rood’s letter to the editor the other day. I 

don’t know that Gov. Dannel P. Malloy is a Marxist, but I do 
agree that he is a horrible governor. 

When he called the National Rifle Association a terrorist 
group, I cannot describe the disgust and contempt I felt for 
this man. The next day I joined the NRA. 

I am a gun owner and learned to shoot responsibly by my 
father, a Korean war veteran. I was 7 years old. Around 1980 
I went into Willimantic to buy my first rifle. I went to the 
Surplus Center and walked in and bought a .22-caliber rifle 
and some ammunition. I walked out with a rifle and ammuni-
tion. Amazingly, no one was harmed. 

Guns are not the problem. The problem is the fabric of 
our society is being destroyed by the “political correctness” 
trumpeted by the media. Teaching right from wrong is a bad 
thing, self-discipline, personal responsibility are somehow 
dated concepts. Society’s moral compass has become dys-
functional.

When President Donald Trump talks about making America 
great again, it’s portrayed as white power longing for the days 
of slavery by a politically correct media. Making America 
great again, to me, is having a society where people act 
responsibly, are considerate of others, follow the Golden Rule. 
People, not government, take responsibility for their actions. 
Employers act ethically and understand they have a duty 
to treat employees with respect and dignity, and employees 
understand they are at work to benefit both their employer 
and themselves.

I am looking forward to the election this year, hoping we 
will elect a governor who will fix Connecticut. The NRA 
is comprised of hard-working, responsible citizens, hardly a 
“terrorist” group. Malloy and those of his ilk should hold their 
heads in shame.

David Chapdelaine
Coventry

 Commentary | Victor Davis Hanson
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 Our View

I’m an early riser, so I may very well 
watch the wedding of Prince Harry and 
Meghan Markle on May 19, just as I 
watched the wedding of Harry’s parents 
in July 1981.

That’s assuming I haven’t succumbed 
to wedding-information fatigue by 
then.

Yes, the 24-hour news cycle has 
given us a deluge of facts and specula-
tion about the guest list, the bride and 
groom’s net worth, the wedding gown, 
the honeymoon, Israeli intelligence rev-
elations about the structural integrity of 
the sporks for the reception, etc.

I’m surprised we haven’t seen more 
about security measures for the wed-
ding. Satellite surveillance shows that 
a caravan is trekking to Windsor Castle 
from a castle in Scotland to demand 
relief from second-rate caviar.

The British newspaper The Guardian 
pointed out Markle will be the first 
American royal bride since Grace 
Kelly married into Monaco’s House of 
Grimaldi way back in 1956. Oh, there 
have been opportunities, but the over-
booked American lifestyle puts such 
nuptials on the back burner. (“Gotta 
straighten out my boss’s latest mess, 
footnote my doctoral dissertation, find 
Mom and Dad a new assisted-living 
facility. Haul kids to three soccer match-
es …. then maybe I can acknowledge 

flirtation from Count What’s-His-Name 
… ”)

Once upon a time, many commoners 
felt sorry for those who married into 
royalty and had to live under a micro-
scope, but loss of privacy has become 
much more egalitarian. There was a 
certain roguish distinction when a mem-
ber of the royal family, for instance, 
engaged in a little hanky-panky while 
on a fox hunt, but there’s scant glamor 
when Joe Blow faces social media scru-
tiny. (“Mark Zuckerberg’s algorithms 
tell us you’ve been quite interested in 
toenail fungus remedies and inflatable 
women … ”)

Much has been written about how rad-
ically times have changed in order for 
Harry’s grandmother, Queen Elizabeth 
II, to give her royal blessing to his union 
with a divorced biracial American. But 
by the time Harry and Meghan’s chil-
dren get engaged, the comment will 
probably be, “You want to marry a 
Martian artificial intelligence trapped 
in a Venusian artificial intelligence’s 
body? How cliché!”

Some observers worry the future 
Duchess of Sussex will be bored out 
of her skull by her new responsibilities. 
But surely a quiet evening of “Netflix 
and dedicate a nuclear submarine and 

chill” can’t be all that bad.
It’s nice a wedding can give the British 

a little pomp and pageantry. They’ve 
downgraded from “The sun never sets 
on the British Empire” to “If you think 
tiny houses are trendy, you’ll love our 
tiny empire!”

Hopes are high that Meghan’s 
California ethos (like the marriage of 
Prince William to Kate Middleton in 
2011) will have a rejuvenating influ-
ence on the House of Windsor. I heard 
the guards at Buckingham Palace will 
still maintain a stone face when cajoled 
by tourists — but that a few impromptu 
yoga positions are not out of the ques-
tion.

Many of us are excited about the whole 
fairytale romance angle, but leave it to 
spoilsports to rain on the parade.

(“It’s shameful that a successful actor 
thinks she can find fulfillment only by 
growing up to be the stereotypical prin-
cess. This is devastating to girls’ self-
image. This is so dangerous — almost 
as dangerous as my unshaved armpits. 
Ow! Tripped again! I think I twisted my 
ankle! Stop mansplaining how to call 
911 and just do it!”)

Tyree’s column is distributed exclu-
sively by Cagle Cartoons Inc. 

The royal wedding: Something for everyone
 Commentary | Danny Tyree

ECSU continues 
to have an impact

Eastern Connecticut State 
University students present their 
projects in the lobby of the Fine 
Arts Instructional Center during 
the Service Expo and Awards 
Ceremony recently. File photo.


