
The Chronicle - 05/08/2018 Page : 01

Copyright (c)2018 Chronicle Media LLC 05/08/2018
May 9, 2018 8:23 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by QContent

Copy Reduced to 83% from original to fit letter page


EKATERINE TCHELIDZE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — A number 
of residents of all ages expressed 
concerns at a public hearing 
Monday about possibly losing 
aspects of a crucial service in 
town — transportation.

The Windham Region Transit 
District hosted the hearing at 
Windham Town Hall to talk about 
potential service cuts and to hear 
people out.

WRTD provides bus route ser-
vices to nine area towns: Windham, 
Coventry, Columbia, Ashford, 

Mansfield, Chaplin, Lebanon, 
Scotland and Willington.

John Rayman, WRTD’s admin-
istrator, said the state is planning 
to cut 15 percent of transportation 
funds, which is about $200,000
for WRTD.

“We can’t run the same service 
we run right now with 15 percent
cuts,” Rayman said. 

Rayman said WRTD doesn’t
want to cut its service, but there’s
no other way around it, since 
most of it is funded by the state,

Best Gas 
Price

Gulf Main     2.85
A-1 Main     2.85
Shell Jackson    2.87
Valero Main    2.94
Cumbies Jackson      2.94
Xtra Fuels Main      2.94

— Gasbuddy.com
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WILLIMANTIC — Local 3-year-old 
Armando Gallegos was willing to do anything 
— even wash windows — to avoid his pet 
peeve — mud.

“It’s disgusting,” he said Monday outside 
Eastern Connecticut State University’s Child 
and Family Development Center, both a pre-
school and education tool for young students.

Most of his classmates and their families 
disagreed, enjoying a nice roll in a thick, wet 
mixture of dirt and water Monday morning for 
ECSU’s annual Fun Mud Day.

The growing tradition gathered about 50 
preschool kids, their families and teachers 
for a variety of muddy and wet challenge 

Art explores horror of the Holocaust

Hayden Patterson, 3½, laughs as her father, Tony Patterson, shows her how to get through the mud crawl 
during the Eastern Connecticut State University Child and Family Development Center’s annual Fun Mud 
Day on Monday. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Armando Gallegos, 3, wasn’t too thrilled with the idea of 
getting muddy, so he washed windows instead with the help 
of ECSU senior Tara Phillips. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Mansfield Middle School art teacher Shaun Rock 
unveils one of the Holocaust-inspired paintings 
he created at Temple Bnai Israel in Willimantic 
recently. Claire Galvin | Staff

Sometimes it’s OK 
to get a little muddy

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIM A NTI C /M A N S-
FIELD — One small school’s 
play is proving it has a big impact 
on the community at large.

As part of a collaboration 
with Mansfield Middle School’s 
recent production of the play “I 
Never Saw Another Butterfly,” 
art teacher and professional 
artist Shaun Rock 
painted a collec-
tion of Holocaust-
inspired works to 
view on stage and 
in the halls leading 
to the school audi-
torium.

The collection 
is now housed at 
the Temple Bnai Israel at 345 
Jackson St., Willimantic, in the 
Greer Auditorium.

An opening reception is 
planned for tonight from 7 to 
8. Light refreshments will be 
offered.

Rock will share his research 
and creative process and how it 
relates to the art and writing by 

the children of the Holocaust.
He placed the last canvas in 

the exhibit May 1. The exhibit 
features seven canvases painted 
with acrylic paint.

Rock, who has been teaching 
at MMS for about 17 years and 
helps with most plays, said he 
found this play more meaningful 
than others.

During the Holo-
caust, the town of 
Terezin, in what 
is now the Czech 
Republic, became 
Theresienstadt, a 
ghetto where Nazis 
imprisoned thou-
sands of Jewish 
people.

“I Never Saw Another Butter-
fly,” written by Celeste Raspanti 
and performed at Mansfield 
Middle School in early April, 
tells the story of the children of 
Terezin.

“It was a play that made sense 
to me personally, so I had a real 

Holocaust 
education 
bill gets a 
vote | Page 7

TEMPLE’S EXHIBIT, Page 4

SOMETIMES, Page 4

Many worried by
possible bus cuts

MANY, Page 4

Budget plan
in Lebanon
is approved

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

LEBANON — A relatively 
quiet town meeting Monday night 
at Lyman Memorial High School 
showed no opposition to the 2018-
19 town/school budget.

That spending plan, which was 
approved by a unanimous voice 
vote, entails a proposed mill rate 
of 29.4, the same as the current 
year. Taxes will not increase.

The approved town/school bud-
get is $25,435,088, a $20,015, or 
0.08 percent, decrease over the 
current budget.

That includes the town budget, 
board of education budget, spe-
cial revenue accounts and capital 
expenditures.

State and local non-tax revenues 
are estimated at $6,383,969 in 
the 2018-19 approved budget, a 
decrease of $719,543 over the cur-
rent year.

A large grand list increase of 
about 3.5 percent is the major 
reason why the revenue gap was 

bridged, leading to taxes remain-
ing the same.

The board of finance has to vote 
on the proposed mill rate, which
they will do at an upcoming meet-
ing.

Resident Dori Bruce, the only 
member of the public who com-
mented, thanked those involved in 
putting the budget together.

“I think they did an unbeliev-
ably beautiful job,” she said.

According to Lebanon First 
Selectman Betsy Petrie, about 100 
people attended the meeting.

She said after the meeting the
lack of comments and questions 
shows residents have confidence
in the work done by town officials
on the budget.

“I’m glad it’s done now and not
in November,” she said.

Last year, the town’s budget
was not approved until November,
after residents rejected the budget 
during a town meeting in May.

Fiscal uncertainty at the state

LEBANON’S BUDGET, Page 4
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 TO PLACE AN OBITUARY:  CLASSIFIED DEPT. AT 860-423-8466, ext. 3363, or 860-423-8466, ext. 3337 AFTER 5 P.M. ON FRIDAYS

Joanne A. Bergeron
WINDHAM

Joanne A. Bergeron (81) 
passed away peacefully on 
Tuesday April 24th 2018 in 
Willimantic Connecticut. 
Joanne was born in Manches-
ter Connecticut, on March 2, 
1937 to the late Keith and 
Mary Bruce. 

Joanne attended South 
Manchester High School. 
Upon retiring from Brand-
Rex she enjoyed volunteering 
her time at Scotland Elemen-
tary School where she spent 
many years helping teachers 
and children

Joanne was predeceased by 
her husband, Leo Bergeron 
Jr and infant son, Stephen 
Bergeron.

She was the loving mother 
of four amazing Sons, Scott 

Bergeron of North Wind-
ham Connecticut, Michael 
Bergeron of Clearwater Flor-
ida, Andrew Bergeron of En-
field Connecticut, and Marc 
Bergeron of Brooksville 
Florida. 

Joanne is also survived by 
11 grandchildren, and five 
great-grandchildren. 

Her never ending love, 
support and encouragement 
will be greatly missed by so 
many people. Rest in peace 
grandma. 

A graveside service will be 
held on Friday May 11th at 10 
a.m. at St Joseph’s Cemetery 
on Club Road in Windham. 

In lieu of flowers donations 
can be made to the American 
Cancer Society.

JOHN BARRY
NORWICH BULLETIN

NEW LONDON — A 
Willimantic man has pleaded 
not guilty to a charge that he 
stabbed another man during a 
fight in February in a Jewett 
City parking lot.

Joshua Hernandez-Cruz, 
32, made the plea on Monday 
during an appearance in New 
London Superior Court. He 
is accused of first-degree 
assault.

According to an arrest war-
rant affidavit, Hernandez-
Cruz got in an argument with 
an acquaintance while they 
were in a car parked outside 
Rite Aid on Main Street. 

After both got out of the 
car, Hernandez-Cruz stabbed 
the other man in the upper 
left chest, police said, while 
the other man gave him a 
black eye and broken nose.

Police said Greg Lindell, 
a third man with them, then 
broke up the fight and held 
Hernandez-Cruz in a head-
lock until state troopers 
arrived. 

Lindell, 49, of Willimantic, 
was charged with breach of 
peace, police said.

Hernandez-Cruz is in pris-
on, held on $65,000 bail. He 
is scheduled to return to court 
June 5.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Willimantic man 
pleads not guilty 
in stabbing case

emotional attachment to the 
idea right away,” Rock said. 
“It’s something that got under 
my skin the more I thought 
about it.”

Some common motifs 
are found in each painting, 
although Rock wanted each 
painting to have its own mes-
sage.

Many of the pieces fea-
ture black-and-white vertical 
stripes, representing prison 
clothing. Others show a list 
of the children from Terezin.

Rock said even the small-
est details have some type of 
meaning to them.

For example, Rock project-
ed the list of names onto the 
canvas and them traced them 
on. He included typographi-
cal and spelling errors.

“When people were com-
ing into these camps, they 
were coming from different 
regions and there were a lot 
of language barriers,” Rock 
said. “People would get on 
the list and it would become 
a deadly mistake.”

Rock is selling the art 
and proceeds will go toward 

Hartford’s Jewish Federation 
to take care of Jewish cem-
eteries. 

The art is available for 
viewing on Tuesday after-
noons and Thursday morn-
ings until the end of May. 
To schedule a viewing, ask a 
question or share a comment, 
email office@templebnaiis-
rael.org.

Follow Claire Galvin on 
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

Temple’s exhibit  
explores horror  
of the Holocaust

This piece by Mansfield Middle School art teacher 
Shaun Rock emulates the style of a 12-year-old 
Holocaust victim who left her drawings behind. Rock’s 
work is currently on display at Temple Bnai Israel in 
Willimantic. Claire Galvin | Staff

Continued from Page 1

When people 
were coming into 
these camps, they 
were coming from 
different regions 
and there were a 
lot of language 
barriers. People 
would get on the 
list and it would 
become a deadly 
mistake.

Shaun Rock

Sometimes it’s OK to get muddy
courses.

There was everything from 
mud crawls to ice buck-
ets, sprinklers and slippery 
slopes, piles of muddy leaves 
and soapy slides.

In lieu of getting down and 
dirty, it even featured the 
chance for kids to clean the 
facility’s windows with buck-
ets of soap and water. 

Armando took them up on 
the offer.

The event was held in the 
playground area outside of 
the ECSU preschool.

It’s hard to say who had 
more fun — the kids or 
adults — but there was lots 
of laughter, cheer and music.

In fact, some adults were 
more eager to roll in the mud 
than their children were.

“The kids in us come out, 
you know,” said Eastern 
physical education major 
Haley Kolesnik, a junior.

Eastern students major-
ing in physical education 
spent the mud day with chil-
dren helping them navigate 
through challenge courses 
and cheering them on.

“This is my first year doing 
it and this is super awesome,” 
said Savannah Johnson, a 
junior and a physical educa-
tion student. “I never had 
anything like this when I was 
a kid.”

Event organizer Darren 
Robert, a kinesiology and 

physical education professor 
at Eastern, said the Fun Mud 
Day is the culmination of a 
physical education class for 
the year.

He said Eastern physical 
education students and teach-
ers show preschool kids all 
about “risk-taking challenges 
in the outdoors.”

Robert said the Fun Mud 
Day has been around for five 
years now.

“The children never get a 
chance to get muddy, dirty 
and wet anymore, so, today, 
everything’s allowed,” Robert 
said.

He was encouraging kids to 
try all the challenge courses 

and not be afraid of the mud.
“Don’t worry, the mud 

tastes just like strawberry 
Jell-O,” he joked to pre-
schoolers ready to tackle the 
challenges.

He said a group of E.O.
Smith High School students 
were also at the event.

Preschool student Karagan 
Sherman, 4, said she loved
the Fun Mud Day, especial-
ly riding a bicycle with her
friends.

“I think it’s so fun because 
it promotes exercise and 
being physically healthy 
and it also takes the kids 
out of their comfort zone,” 
Karagan’s preschool teacher, 
Leisha Flynn, said. “We are 
so proud of them that they 
are doing things that they 
would never have imagined
they could do.”

Flynn said Eastern physical 
education students work with 
preschool kids a lot in the 
classroom and Fun Mud Day 
is their own “graduation.”

Little Avaleigh Diaz, 4, 
who was playing in the mud 
with her mother, Sarah Diaz,
said she liked most of the
challenge courses, although 
she preferred playing in the
water rather than the mud.

After the muddy morning, 
the kids continued on with 
their day and, hopefully, their 
parents had plenty of laundry
detergent at home.

Follow Ekaterine Tchelidze 
on Twitter - @ktchelidzetc.

Continued from Page 1

HARTFORD COURANT

MANCHESTER — The 
driver of a car that burst into 
flames after crashing last 
year, killing three passengers, 
was in a high-speed race with 
another driver at the time, an 
affidavit said.

The unnamed 17-year-old 

driver of the Infiniti sedan 
faces three counts of first-
degree manslaughter, police 
said. Also arrested was Gustin 
Douglas, 24, of 7 Walker St., 
Manchester, who was driving 
a Mercedes sedan and racing 
with the Infiniti at speeds 
estimated at more than 85 

mph, police said. Douglas 
was charged with first-degree 
reckless endangerment, tam-
pering with a witness, inter-
fering with police, reckless 
driving and racing.

The crash happened on 
May 20 at about 1:25 a.m. in 
front of 600 Center St., when 

the 2008 Infiniti G35, with 
five people inside, slammed
sideways into a utility pole.
The dead, who had to be
identified through dental 
records, were Devon Smith,
17; William King, 18; and 
Bernaria Mickens, 21.
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Police: Drivers were racing before deadly crash

with some local and federal 
matches.

If the cuts are approved, 
they will go into effect July 
1, resulting in a reduced 
number of WRTD buses on 
the roads.

Rayman said the organi-
zation is looking to cut the 
Willimantic-Danielson route 
completely, one of the rides 
going to Norwich and six 
Storrs-Willimantic loops dur-
ing University of Connecticut 
breaks.

The Dial-a-Ride program, 
a door-to-door transportation 
service for the elderly and 
persons with disabilities, will 
lose 15 percent of its ser-
vices. 

These cuts are not certain 
yet.

Rayman said the state plans 
to put car tax revenue in a 
special transportation fund in 
fiscal year 2021.

Instead, he asked residents 
to encourage their state rep-
resentatives to convince the 
state and put that car tax rev-
enue into the transportation 
fund in fiscal year 2019, so 
WRTD gets funded. 

A number of UConn 
graduate students who live 
in Willimantic and teach at 
UConn, along with senior 
citizens, attended the hear-
ing to express their worries 
about the possible loss of the 
service.

Steven Manicastri, a Willi-
mantic resident and president 
of the graduate employee 
union at UConn, said about 
50 percent of graduate 
employees rely on this bus 

service.
“But it seems, every year, 

we are fighting the same 
fight about making sure 
there’s enough transportation 
for everybody,” he said. 

Manicastri said he would 
be willing to talk to the union 
about the cuts and reach out 
to state legislators for help.

Windham Mayor Victor 
Funderburk, who attended 
the hearing, said he was 
“exasperated by the reason-
ing behind these cuts.”

“I know we have an eco-
nomic crisis, but this is going 
to create economic damage,” 
Funderburk said.

He said it took years to 
get buses in the area and to 
get rid of them just like that 
would be “tragic.”

Resident Antoinette As-
selin said she’s been riding 

the city and Dial-a-Ride
buses for years now and she
doesn’t know what she would
do without it. 

“If I don’t have either of 
these transportation (ser-
vices), I can’t go to work,”
Asselin said. “If they get rid 
of them, I don’t know what
I’m going to do.”

Rayman said the WRTD
will compile all the com-
ments and submit them to 
state legislators as proof the 
service is needed.

There will be another pub-
lic hearing in the Audrey P.
Beck Municipal Building in 
Storrs on Wednesday at 6
p.m.

For more information, con-
tact WRTD at 860-456-2223
or email infop@wrtd.org.

Follow Ekaterine Tchelidze
on Twitter - @ktchelidzetc.

Many worried by possible bus cuts
Continued from Page 1

Preschool teacher Leisha Flynn and 4-year-old  
Quinn Jones laugh as they go down a water slide dur-
ing the Eastern Connecticut State University Child and 
Family Development Center’s annual Fun Mud Day on 
Monday. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

level helped drag the budget 
process into the late fall.

The board of education por-
tion of the 2018-19 approved 
budget is $19,178,937, an 
increase of $125,000, or 0.66 
percent.

“It’s good that the budget is 
passed and we can move for-
ward,” said Lebanon Board 
of Education Chairman Jason 
Nowosad.

He said state funding cuts 
have been hard to sustain.

Estimated revenues include 
$4,419,833 in state Education 
Cost Sharing Grant funding, 
a $720,051 reduction from 
the current year.

In somewhat of a twist, the 
finance board actually added 
funding to the education bud-
get prior to the vote. Initially, 
the board of finance made 
that budget flat.

Lebanon Superintendent of 

Schools Robert Angeli said 
the budget approved by the 
board of education includ-
ed the elimination of three 
teacher positions.

“They were eliminated as 
the result of declining enroll-
ment over the past several 
years,” he said.

Lebanon Board of Finance 
Chairperson Elizabeth 
Charron, however, said the 
board of finance heard two 
years of flat budgets could be 
“really detrimental” for the 
board of education, so they 
added $125,000 to the board 
of education budget.

Board of education member 
Albert Vertefeuille, a former 
superintendent and principal 
in Lebanon, said, with the 
budget approved, the school 
board can now focus on other 
things, like programs. 

“It’s nice to have it out of 
the way,” he said.

The town portion of the 

combined town/school bud-
get is $6,256,151, a decrease 
of 2.27 percent, or $145,015, 
over the current year.

That budget, Charron noted, 
includes $50,000 for a school 
resource officer position.

She said the board of 
finance originally included 
$100,000 in the budget for the 
position, but cut that amount 
in half partially because it 
would take months to hire 
that person.

“We don’t really know how 
much that position is going 
to cost,” she said.

The town/school com-
bined budget also includes 
$676,100 for debt service, a 
$36,920 decrease; $889,046 
for capital and nonrecurring 
funds, a $176,478 decrease; 
and $130,000 for contingen-
cy, which is flat-funded.

In addition to the bud-
get, residents unanimous-
ly approved a “wish list” 

of items they hope to seek 
grants for.

According to Petrie, the 
town has to have an approved
list of such projects to apply 
for grants under the state 
Local Capital Improvement
Program.

These include the construc-
tion of a new public works
facility, which is estimated 
to cost $4 million; replacing 
the culvert under Chappell
Road on the Susquetonscut
Brook, which is estimated to
cost $520,000; replacing the
culvert under Tobacco Street
on Brousseous Brook with a
new pipe structure, which is 
estimated to cost $565,000; 
and replacing the bridge over 
Exeter Brook on Goshen Hill 
Road, which is estimated to 
cost $572,000, among sev-
eral other projects.

Follow Michelle Firestone 
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

Lebanon’s budget plan is approved
Continued from Page 1
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