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 News in brief
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Weather(W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice

NATIONAL WEATHER

ALMANAC

SUN AND MOON MOON PHASES

FIVE-DAY FORECAST FOR WILLIMANTIC

REGIONAL CITIES

TIDES

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

NATIONAL CITIES

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

WORLD CITIES

Temperature

Precipitation
Full Last New First

Apr 29 May 7 May 15 May 21

Rise Set

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

8 a.m. 10 a.m. Noon 2 p.m. 4 p.m. 6 p.m.
The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ number, 
the greater the need for eye and skin protection. 0-2 Low; 
3-5 Moderate; 6-7 High; 8-10 Very High; 11+ Extreme.
The patented AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature
is an exclusive index of effective temperature based on 
eight weather factors.

24-HOUR TEMPERATURE FORECAST
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UV Index and RealFeel Temperature®

REGIONAL WEATHER Colchester 61/48/r 68/45/pc
Columbia 60/48/r 68/44/pc
Hamden 58/46/r 64/44/pc
Hyannis, MA 58/47/r 60/45/pc
Lebanon 61/48/r 68/45/pc
Newport, RI 56/48/r 59/46/c
New York City 60/50/r 68/48/pc
Pittsfi eld, MA 55/42/r 62/35/sh
Providence, RI 61/50/r 68/46/pc
Southbury 57/44/r 65/42/pc
Springfi eld, MA 58/44/r 67/38/pc
Wallingford 60/46/r 67/44/pc
Warwick, RI 61/51/r 68/47/pc
Windham 61/47/r 68/41/pc

High 7:19 a.m. 2.8 ft. 8:08 a.m. 2.8 ft.
Low 1:23 a.m. 0.1 ft. 2:19 a.m. 0.0 ft.
High 7:40 p.m. 3.1 ft. 8:26 p.m. 3.2 ft.
Low 1:46 p.m. 0.0 ft. 2:35 p.m. 0.0 ft.

High 8:11 a.m. 2.8 ft. 9:00 a.m. 2.8 ft.
Low 2:20 a.m. 0.1 ft. 3:16 a.m. 0.0 ft.
High 8:32 p.m. 3.0 ft. 9:18 p.m. 3.2 ft.
Low 2:43 p.m. 0.0 ft. 3:32 p.m. 0.0 ft.

Albuquerque 74/52/pc 73/53/c
Anchorage 44/34/pc 44/39/r
Atlanta 70/53/pc 75/48/s
Boston 60/49/r 67/48/pc
Charlotte 73/52/pc 76/47/s
Chicago 60/38/sh 50/33/s
Cincinnati 67/45/pc 57/35/s
Cleveland 61/38/c 47/33/pc
Dallas 77/50/s 82/55/s
Denver 70/39/s 74/46/c
Detroit 59/40/c 53/33/pc
Honolulu 82/70/sh 78/66/pc
Houston 80/55/s 82/57/pc
Indianapolis 64/41/pc 55/33/s
Kansas City 70/43/s 66/44/s
Las Vegas 94/65/pc 87/61/s
Los Angeles 70/54/pc 71/53/pc
Miami 86/69/pc 85/68/s
Minneapolis 62/36/s 58/40/s
Nashville 72/49/pc 69/41/s
New Orleans 76/59/pc 80/61/s
Orlando 83/61/t 86/61/s
Philadelphia 61/50/r 70/48/pc
Phoenix 96/75/pc 97/66/s
Portland, ME 59/44/r 63/45/pc
St. Louis 69/47/s 61/41/s
Salt Lake City 84/60/s 82/50/pc
San Diego 66/56/pc 67/57/pc
San Francisco 65/53/pc 63/51/pc
Seattle 63/49/pc 54/48/sh
Washington, DC 64/51/r 74/46/pc

Forecasts and graphics provided 
by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2018

Beijing 78/54/s 85/60/s
Cairo 86/63/s 88/71/s
Hong Kong 82/72/c 81/75/pc
London 52/42/r 55/41/pc
Mexico City 77/57/pc 76/56/pc
Moscow 60/41/pc 58/42/sh
Paris 65/47/pc 59/46/sh
Rio de Janeiro 85/73/pc 87/72/pc
Rome 78/59/pc 78/58/t
Sydney 69/62/pc 67/61/sh
Tokyo 71/61/c 73/62/s
Toronto 57/37/c 45/29/c

52 55 58 53 50 52

Partly sunny Partly sunny and cooler Sunny Mostly sunny, pleasant 
and warmer

Clear to partly cloudy Periods of rain

SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAYTONIGHT FRIDAY

CONDITIONS FRIDAY

Shown are Friday's 
noon positions of 
weather systems 
and precipitation. 
Temperature bands 
are highs for the 
day. Forecast high/
low temperatures 
are given for 
selected cities.

Friday Saturday

Friday Saturday

New London Today Friday

Niantic Today Friday

Friday Saturday

Willimantic Wednesday
High  ...............................................................................  59
Low  ................................................................................  50
Normal high  ..................................................................  63
Normal low  ...................................................................  40
Last year high  ...............................................................  58 
Last year low  .................................................................  51 

Wednesday ...............................................................  0.91"
Month to date  ..........................................................  4.78"
Normal month to date  ............................................  3.94"
Year to date  ............................................................  18.08"
Normal year to date  ..............................................  14.79"

Sun today  ............................  5:53 a.m.  ...........  7:41 p.m. 
Sun Friday  ............................ 5:51 a.m.  ...........  7:42 p.m. 
Moon today .........................  4:10 p.m.  ...........  4:25 a.m.
Moon Friday  ........................  5:16 p.m.  ...........  4:57 a.m. 
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Shown is Friday's weather. Temperatures are tonight's lows and Friday's highs. Friday
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Annual road race to help two local programs

WILLIMANTIC — The Willimantic Classic Half Marathon 
is coming Saturday to support the Windham No-Freeze Shelter 
and the Sexual Assault Crisis Center of Eastern Connecticut. 

Registration will be Friday from noon to 7 p.m. at Bliss, 
34 North St., Willimantic, and Saturday from 7 to 8 a.m. at 
1 Jillson Square. The registration fee is $70 Friday and $75 
Saturday. The race begins at 8:30 a.m. at Jillson Square, where 
the course begins and ends. For information, visit www.wil-
limanticathleticclub.com, Willimantic Classic on Facebook or 
email WilliClassicrd2018@gmail.com.

Coventry budget to get Saturday look
MICHELLE FIRESTONE

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

COVENTRY — Residents will chime 
in about the proposed 2018-19 com-
bined town/school budget, which has a 
small increase, during a town meeting 
Saturday.

The combined town/school proposed 
spending plan, as approved by the town 
council, is $40,812,486, an increase of 
$498,511, or 1.24 percent.

It would require a tax increase of less 
than a half mill.

The town meeting begins at 10 a.m. 
in the lecture hall at the Veterans Aud-
itorium at Coventry High School, 78 
Ripley Hill Road.

Coventry Town Manager John Elsesser 
said the budget entails “very modest” 
spending changes.

“I think it deserves support,” he said. 
“We’ve held and reduced spending 
where we can.”

The town meeting will automatically 
adjourn to a May 8 referendum, when 
taxpayers will vote on the budget.

Under town charter, residents could 
adjust the budget during the town meet-

ing, but Elsesser said, historically, that 
has not happened.

Council chairperson Joan Lewis said 
she is hopeful voters will be supportive 
of the budget.

“It’s a very minor increase,” she said. 
“Council members worked very hard to 
keep expenses down.”

The town anticipates its budget could 
increase by up to 0.8 mills based on Gov. 
Dannel P. Malloy’s proposed budget, but 
with state revenues uncertain, the town 
council chose to adopt a proposed bud-
get that entails a 0.4 mill hike.

The town/school combined budget 
entails a proposed mill rate of 32.4, an 
increase of 0.4 mills over the current 
mill rate.

For a home assessed at $200,000, that 
entails a tax increase of $80.

The proposed 2018-19 town/school 
combined budget includes:

• A general government budget of 
$9,693,156, an increase of $80,738, or 
0.84 percent, from the current budget.

• A board of education budget of 
$27,282,347, an increase of $237,663, 
or 0.88 percent, from the current bud-

get.
• A debt service plan of $2,904,983, 

an increase of $180,910, or 6.64 per-
cent, from the current budget.

• A $932,000 contribution to the capi-
tal improvement plan, a decrease of 
$800, or 0.09 percent, from the current 
budget.

In addition to the budget, residents 
will also vote on a $3.7 million bond 
package during the May 8 referendum.

There will be a presentation on that 
bond package, but Elsesser said no 
adjustments could be made to that dur-
ing the town meeting.

The bond package includes:  $700,000 
to replace Jones Crossing Road bridge; 
$2,109,625 to do energy/HVAC/mech-
anical work, including $390,000 to 
replace boilers at George Hersey Rob-
ertson School, Coventry Grammar 
School and Booth & Dimock Memorial 
Library, $75,000 to replace a chiller at 
the library and several other projects; 
and $658,140 for code work/ regulatory 
projects.

Follow Michelle Firestone on Twitter 
- @mfirestonetc.

Senators pitch crumbling foundation bills
KATHLEEN MCWILLIAMS

HARTFORD COURANT 

Democratic U.S. senators 
Richard Blumenthal and 
Chris Murphy introduced two 
bills Wednesday that would 
give Connecticut homeown-
ers access to federal funding 
to repair failing foundations.

One bill, sponsored by 
Blumenthal, would provide 
$100 million to homeowners 
through Federal Emergency 
Management Agency grants.

The second bill, sponsored 
by Murphy, would make 
an additional $100 million 
available to the captive insur-
ance fund started by the state 
through the Department of 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.

“Each of us is taking the 

lead on one bill, but we’ll 
continue to work together as 
we have through this pro-
cess,” Blumenthal said. “We 
have visited homes and busi-
nesses throughout the areas 
that have been affected so 
disastrously by pyrrhotite 
used in construction materi-
als in Connecticut and these 
bills are a critical first step 
in addressing a living night-
mare for so many homeown-
ers in Connecticut.”

If passed, the pieces of fed-
eral legislation would join a 
$100 million fund created by 
the state to help with the cost 
of repairing and replacing 
foundations. 

The state fund allocated 
up to $20 million a year over 
five years.

Since the issue was detect-
ed in eastern and north-cen-
tral Connecticut, Gov. Dannel 
P. Malloy has estimated as 
many as 34,000 homes in 
36 towns might have failing 
foundations.

According to a state report, 
a mineral known as pyrrho-
tite — used in the concrete 
aggregate for the foundations 
that are now crumbling — is 
partly to blame.

Insurance companies have 
denied homeowners’ claims, 
saying the problem does not 
qualify for coverage under 
their definition of collapse. 

Homeowners have been 
left to bear the burden of 
a repair, which can cost as 
much as $200,000.

Malloy has sought FEMA 

assistance for homeowners 
twice. Each time, the agency 
said the failing foundations 
did not meet the criteria for a 
natural disaster. This legisla-
tion, Blumenthal said, would 
require FEMA to step in.

Murphy said Ben Carson, 
federal secretary of housing 
and urban development, has 
been briefed and committed 
to sitting with the Connecticut 
delegation for discussions.

Murphy said getting the 
legislation passed won’t be 
easy. “I want to make clear 
that this is going to be an 
uphill fight to get these bills 
passed into law,” he said. 
“Many of our colleagues see 
this as a local issues that the 
state should address.”

Distributed by Tribune Content 

WILLIMANTIC — On Saturday, 
Eastern Connecticut State University 
will host its 10th annual “Town Pride, 
Town Wide” community beautification 
event.

The event will take place at various 
sites in Willimantic from 9 a.m. to 
noon, with a community gathering on 
the Eastern campus behind Hurley Hall 
from noon to 1 p.m.

Town Pride, Town Wide started years 
ago as a means to give Eastern students 
the opportunity to work closely with 
local community members and com-
munity agencies and leave their mark 
on Willimantic.

The event is a collaboration between 
Eastern’s Center for Community En-
gagement (CCE), the Windham Region 

Chamber of Commerce and the Town of 
Windham. 

Working diligently to enlist campus-
wide support from Eastern’s administra-
tion, alumni, resident assistants from the 
Office of House and Residential Life, 
and student clubs and organizations, 
the CCE will send out more than 200 
Eastern student volunteers to 18 project 
locations on the day of the event.

“The impact that Town Pride Town 
Wide has on the community surpasses 
its overarching goal of beautification,” 
said CCE Director Kimberly Silcox. 
“Every year there will always be more 
weeds to pull, more flowers to plant, 
more mulch to spread, but the bonds and 
relationships that are built throughout 
the community last a lifetime. 

“Town Pride Town Wide offers 
Eastern students and local community 
members alike the unique opportunity 
to take pride and ownership in our com-
munity.”

“The Annual Town Wide Town Pride 
event is really exceptional in the fact 
that it creates a truly special partnership 
between Eastern and the Willimantic 
community through beautifying the area 
in which we live,” said Eastern student 
Carly Perron, who will soon graduate. 

“It could not be possible without the 
willingness and enthusiasm of our com-
munity partners and students.”

For more information on Town Pride 
Town Wide, contact CCE Special Events 
Coordinator Arielle Thomas at thoma-
sar@easternct.edu or 860-465-5158.

Eastern students getting set for community cleanup


