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Calendar is published as a public service for the Chronicle’s readers.  
Listings are strictly for nonprofit groups (such as charity fundraisers, 
churches, schools, museums, libraries, etc.) to publicize their events within 
the Chronicle’s circulation area.  Organizations submitting requests should 
have no connection to businesses for profit or political affiliation.  Listings 
are limited to 40 words and should contain the name of the group, event, 
date/time, location and contact information.  Entry fees or prices will not 
be published.  Listings are subject to editing or rejection of copy and are 
published as space permits.

To submit:  Email at least two weeks in advance to: calendar@
thechronicle.com or mail to: 

Calendar/the Chronicle P.O. Box 229 Willimantic 06226

Sunday       Feb. 11

Windham Wine & Spirits
FEBRUARY SPECIALS

1182 Main Street, Willimantic
860-423-8282
Open Mon - Sat, 9am - 9pm, Sun, 10am - 5pm
All prices plus tax and/or deposit.
Sale ends February 28, 2018. • Not responsible for typographical errors.

Beringer Bourbon Barrel Aged Chard & Cabernet, 750 ml ........$14.99

oscato Rosso, 750 ml.................................................. $10.99

Black Stallion Cabernet, 750 ml ........................................$25.99

Schlink Haus Riesling, 750 ml ............................................$9.99

Gallo Family Wines (All Varieties), 750 ml .............................$4.99

Barefoot Bubbly Prosecco, 750 ml ......................................$9.99

Martini & Rossi Asti, 750 ml ...........................................$12.99

Busch & Busch Light, 18 pk, Bottles ...................................$9.49

Michelob Ultra, 30 pk, Cans .............................................$24.99

Heineken, 18 pk, Bottles .................................................$19.99

Coors Light, 20 pk, Bottles ..............................................$14.99

Budweiser or Budweiser Light, 20 pk, Bottles .....................$14.99

Avion Silver Tequila, 1.75L ...............................................$59.99

1800 Silver Tequila, 750 ml .............................................$26.99

Glenmorangie Single Malt 10 Yr, 750 ml ............................$36.99

Black Velvet, 1.75L .........................................................$15.99

Jim Beam Bourbon, 1.75L ..............................................$32.99

Bombay Sapphire Gin, 1.75L ............................................$34.99

Hendricks Gin, 750 ml ....................................................$34.99

Three Olives 80  Vodka, 1.75L ..........................................$21.99

SKYY 80  Vodka, 1.75L ...................................................$19.99

Capt. Morgan Original Spiced, 1.75L .................................$26.99

Don Q Cristal, 1.75L .......................................................$19.99

Bacardi Cherry Rum, 1.75L .............................................$19.99

Bacardi Mango Rum, 1.75L .............................................$19.99

Bacardi Big Apple, 750 ml ...............................................$14.99
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Retirement is bittersweet for woman  
who spent 46 years helping children

By EKATERINE 
TCHELIDZE

Chronicle Staff Writer

WINDHAM — Beatrice 
Pilar, 88, has been a pillar 
of Windham social services 
— Willimantic Child Care 
Services, in particular —  for 
nearly half a century.

But, after recently retiring 
with 46 years of social work 
experience under her belt, 
she had to part with it.

“Those were an absolute-
ly wonderful and short 46 
years,” Pilar said.  

Willimantic Child Care 
Services provides local child 
care services for pre-K, pre-
school, kindergarten and 
school children.

The center encourages 
children’s development 
through play and child-cen-
tered activities, working to 
develop their social skills, 
emotional growth and physi-
cal coordination.

Throughout the almost 
half-a-century of her career, 
Pilar said, she received lots 
of love, happiness and a deep 
understanding of how much 
people can do when they are 
faced with challenges in life.

“For me, it was a fantastic 
experience,” Pilar said.

Pilar said the highlight of 
her career has been men-
toring children of different 
generations and seeing them 
grow and succeed in life.   

In fact, her mission has 

always been to be available 
for children because, she 
believes, they always come 
first. 

“I’m happy with what I did 
and how I live,” Pilar said. 

Pilar said she started her 
career in 1972, when the child 
care service was still a pro-

gram at Eastern Connecticut 
State University.

Back then, the program 
needed a Spanish-speaking 
social worker and a mentor 
— and Pilar was the perfect 
fit.

Born in Argentina, she 
moved to the United States 

in 1971 and has lived here 
ever since.

Willimantic Child Care 
Services expanded and, in 
2001, moved to its current 
location at 478 Valley St.

Pilar stuck with it, despite 
all the transformations it’s 
been through.

Her endless dedication ins-
pired her to receive a master’s 
degree in human relations 
from Eastern Connecticut 
State University at the age 
of 55, proving age doesn’t 
matter when it comes to edu-
cation.

And she’s inspired chil-
dren and even their parents 
to pursue education and help 
them realize “you can’t do 
many, many things if you 
don’t study.”

Pilar said she hopes to 
continue to study and travel 
whenever she can throughout 
her retirement.

“I love it with my heart and 
I feel so bad, but in life you 
have to understand when it’s 
time to go,” she said, teary-
eyed about her retirement. 

Her life mission has been 
helping children and she will 
continue to do so in one way 
or another. 

“The most important thing 
is to realize that there are so 
many people that are working 
jobs they don’t like and I love 
it with all my heart, because 
children are the light of my 
life,” Pilar said.

 Special Neighbor

Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff
Windham Regional Community Council Exectutive Director 
Jeff Beadle, left, reads a certificate of appreciation for 46 years 
of sevice to Beatrice Pilar, right, during a retirement party and 
ceremony for her recently at Willimantic Child Care Services.

Tuesday       Feb. 13

WINTER MARKET — COVENTRY
The Coventry Winter Farmers Market will be held at 

Coventry High School, 78 Ripley Hill Road, from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. There will be more than 30 vendors selling local
produce, beef, eggs, jewelry and more. For more informa-
tion, visit www.coventrywinterfarmersmarket.com.

GUIDED HIKE — HAMPTON
The Goodwin Conservation Education Center, 23 Potter 

Road, will host a long-distance guided hike from noon to 
3 p.m. Enjoy the company of fellow hikers and get some 
great outdoor experience. Information:  860-455-9534.

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE — STORRS
The University of Connecticut Collegium Musicum and 

Ensemble Origo will present “Christ lag in Todesbanden 
— Sacred Cantatas in Leipzig,” a program of cantatas by 
Bach and Knüpfer at the von der Mehden Recital Hall, 875 
Coventry Road at 5 p.m. For tickets, visit vdm.uconn.edu. 

Monday      Feb. 12

‘TIME FOR STORIES’ — LEBANON
The Jonathan Trumbull Library, 580 Exeter Road, will 

host a preschool story time with rhymes, music and more at 
10 a.m. Siblings are welcome. Information: 860-642-7763.

CONVERSATION GROUP — MANSFIELD 
The Mansfield Senior Center, 303 Maple Road, will host 

a Spanish conversation group at 1 p.m. Sit and chat and 
practice Spanish. All are welcome. Info: 860-487-9870.

‘MAKE YOUR OWN VALENTINE’ — ANDOVER
The Andover Public Library, 355 Route 6, will host a 

“Make Your Own Valentine” workshop from 4:30 to 7 p.m.
All ages can drop in to craft cards. Register: 860-742-7428.

GUEST SPEAKER — WILLIMANTIC
Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St., 

will host Jonathan Lerner, a novelist, magazine editor and 
political activist from the 1960s for a talk at 7 p.m. in the 
Student Center Theater. Open to all. Info: 860-465-5043.

ENTREPRENEURS LUNCHEON — WINDHAM
The Windham Chamber of Commerce will host a wom-

en’s entrepreneurs luncheon from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Willimantic Brewing Co./Main Street Café, 967 Main St., 
Willimantic. For more information, call 860-423-6389.

‘VALENTINE CARDS’ — FRANKLIN
The Janet Carlson Calvert Library, 5 Tyler Drive, Franklin, 

will host “Valentine Cards” at 1 p.m. Stamps, scrapbooking 
supplies and more provided. Information: 860-642-6207.

MOVIE SCREENING — COVENTRY
The Booth & Dimock Memorial Library, 1134 Main St., 

will host a pre-Oscars movie screening of “Dunkirk” at 6 
p.m. Bring your own snacks. lnfo: 860-742-7606.

GUEST SPEAKER — CHAPLIN
The Willimantic Rotary Club will host guest speaker 

Bruce John from the Willimantic Bread Box Theater at noon 
at Pine Acres Restaurant, 250 Willimantic Road, Chaplin. 
For more information, email info@willimanticrotary.com.
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