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MICHELLE FIRESTONE 
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

STORRS — One of the 
University of Connecticut 
students accused of calling 
black students the “n-word” 
at Charter Oak Apartments 
has apologized, but the other 
student claimed he did not 
recall making those remarks. 

Those details are provid-
ed in the arrest affidavits for 
21-year-old Ryan Mucaj, 
of 53 Barndoor Hills Road, 
Granby, and 21-year-old 
Jarred Karal, of 6 Riveredge 
Court, Plainville. 

Both were arrested by 
UConn police Monday.

Mucaj, who said he couldn’t 
recall saying the word, and 
Karal, who apologized, are 
accused of calling black stu-
dents the “n-word” outside 
Charter Oak Apartments 
while playing a game after a 
night of drinking.

The two students returned 
from Huskies Tavern, according to the redacted affi-
davits, which were released by UConn Tuesday. 

The affidavit indicates the incident was reported by 
a Charter Oak Apartments hall director at 2:30 a.m. 

TRACI HASTINGS
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

CHAPLIN — The Town of Chaplin 
will remain in the resident state trooper 
program as recent revisions to the pro-
gram will result in cost savings to the 
town. 

The town has had a resident state troop-
er since 1998, when the town was respon-
sible for 70 percent of the costs.

In 2017, it considered ending it because 
municipalities were mandated to bear 
100 percent of the fringe benefit expens-
es for the program. 

The Chaplin Board of Selectmen put 
an advisory question to citizens and the 
majority still wanted to continue having 
the police coverage, so selectmen kept 
the funding of just over $200,000 in the 
budget. 

The town’s long-time resident state 
trooper retired this past spring and, since 
then, the town has an interim trooper in 
place. 

The state of Connecticut planned to 
make a permanent assignment this fall, 
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Josh Clukey was quoted 
in an Oct. 18 story on the 
Willimantic funeral cere-
mony for Pfc. Matthew 
Williams. His name was 
misspelled in that day’s 
Chronicle.
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Mid-Day 3: 2-0-8

Mid-Day 4: 4-8-2-1

Play 3: 8-4-8

Play 4: 4-5-7-6

Cash 5: 16-22-23-25-33

Lotto: 3-8-13-18-37-39
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Best Gas 
Price

A-1 Main      2.39
Shell Main  2.39
Valero Main    2.49
Mobil Boston Post 2.49
Stop & Shop Main 2.52
Shell Jackson 2.52
Cumbys Jackson     2.57
Xtra Fuels Main    2.58
Cumbys Main     2.59

— Gasbuddy.com

Karal

Mucaj

Brainstorming session
Lucy Nalpathanchil, executive producer and host of WNPR’s talk show, ‘Where 
We Live,’ takes notes while talking to Avery Lenhart, executive director of the 
Windham Region No Freeze Project, during a ‘Coffee Break’ session at Grounded 
Coffee Co. in Willimantic on Tuesday. The producers for the show visit coffee-
houses around the state and invite patrons to share stories to be included in the 
show. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Journalist Maria Hinojosa, Charles Venator-Santiago, an associate political science professor at the University of Connecticut, attor-
ney Kica Matos and journalist Julio Ricardo Varela talk about immigration during a live podcast taping of ‘In the Thick’ on Tuesday at 
Eastern Connecticut State University in Willimantic. Lisa Massicotte | Staff

Garcia, attorneys meet with ed board
CLAIRE GALVIN

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — An executive 
session at a special school board meet-
ing regarding Windham Superintendent 
of Schools Patricia Garcia took place 
this morning.

The Windham Board of Education 
scheduled the special meeting Tuesday 
and posted the agenda online.

The meeting called for discussion and 
possible action regarding the superin-

tendent of schools, with the discussion 
proposed for executive session.

Today’s meeting was attended by 
the board, Garcia and lawyers William 
Madsen and Thomas Mooney. 

According to their online bios, Mad-
sen’s cases include wrongful discharge, 
severance negotiations and discrimi-
nation on the basis of age, disability, 

gender, race and national origin. 
Mooney’s cases include school law, 

such as labor negotiations for certified 
and non-certified staff. 

Windham/Willimantic NAACP 
branch second vice president Gary 
Ralls also attended to help speak on 
Garcia’s behalf. 

The superintendent has faced recent 

criticism following the health insur-
ance fund misappropriation.

The board conducted a months-long 
forensic analysis into the self-funded 
insurance fund.

The analysis, which was published 
in August, found the school district, 
specifically finance director Christian 
Johnson, had been using the fund like 
a line of credit, as well as not properly 
notifying the board of education about 
how the budget was being balanced.
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LISA MASSICOTTE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC —  At least a dozen, 
if not more, people raised their hands in 
response to the question, “How many of 
you have lived in communities where ICE 
has picked up one of your neighbors or 
friends?”

The question was asked to high-energy 
students, faculty and locals by activist 
Kica Matos during the live podcast taping 
for the latest episode of “In the Thick” 
Tuesday evening at Eastern Connecticut 

State University’s Fine Arts Instructional 
Center Concert Hall.

“This event was very successful,” 
Eastern President Elsa Núñez said follow-
ing the event. “We had about 300 people 
here tonight talking about immigration and 
we had a lot of community members here 
join us, so that is very, very important.”

Matos is the attorney and director of the 
Center on Immigration and Justice at the 
Vera Institute of Justice. 

She was joined on stage by Charles 
Venator-Santiago, who is an associate pro-

fessor of political science and El Instituto 
at the University of Connecticut, along 
with Lucas Codognolla, the executive 
director of action network “Connecticut 
Students for a Dream.”

They were all being interviewed by 
podcast co-hosts and award-winning jour-
nalists Maria Hinojosa and Julio Ricardo 
Varela.

The two are known best for their National 
Public Radio show “Latino USA.”  

“In The Thick” from Futuro Media was 

Podcast focuses on immigration
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Ultimately, it was discov-
ered Johnson misappropriat-
ed anywhere from $4 million 
to $5 million in funds recom-
mended for health insurance 
in recent years.

Garcia was also named in 
the report for approving a 
$415,000 purchase of books 
without the board’s approval.

Townspeople have recently 
criticized Garcia, especially 

in the two budget referen-
dums that were shot down in 
June and September and at 
public meetings. 

The board remained in 
executive session and no 
motions were made before 
press time. 

The board of education 
will have its regular meeting 
tonight at 7 in the Windham 
High School library.

Follow Claire Galvin on 
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.
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Rita (Dumas) Dubina
WINDHAM

Rita (Dumas) Dubina, 98, 
passed away peacefully at 
Douglas Manor on Friday Oct 
18, 2019 surrounded by her 
loving family. Rita was prede-
ceased by her husband, Harry 
G. Dubina.

She was considered the 
matriarch of the Dumas fam-
ily outliving all of her 8 sib-
lings. Rita is survived by her 
three children, Barry (Bonnie) 
Dubina, Kathy (Jerry) Labbe, 
and Richard (Lisa) Dubina;  
grandchildren, Lisa Nadeau, 
and Jason Labbe; and great 
grandson, Damian Nadeau.

Rita retired from the 
Southern New England 

Telephone Co. with 28 years 
of service and was a mem-
ber of Pioneers of America 
and was also a communicant 
of St. Marys Church. In her 
retirement she loved to vol-
unteer at St. Josephs Church 
Hall bingo and take trips to 
the casino to try her luck.

There are no calling hours. 
Graveside services will be 
private  and at the conve-
nience of the family. 

To send an online expres-
sion of sympathy, please visit 
www.baconfh.com. Bacon 
Funeral Home 71 Prospect 
St, Willimantic is serving the 
family.

Doris (LaFlamme) Haggerty
WILLIMANTIC

Doris (LaFlamme) 
Haggerty, 63, died on October 
21, 2019 at her home in 
Willimantic, CT. Born August 
22, 1956, she was the daugh-
ter of Phyllis (King) and 
Arthur LaFlamme, and the 
widow of Donald Haggerty. 

She grew up in South 
Windham, CT and graduated 
from Windham High School. 
After high school, Doris 
became a proud member of the 
United States Marine Corp, 
and upon returning home 
worked at several jobs before 
settling at the University of 
Connecticut, retiring after 20 
plus years. Doris loved her 
home, crocheting, gardening, 
and traveling adventures with 

Holly. She especially loved 
spending time with her fam-
ily.

She is survived by her 
mother, Phyllis LaFlamme, 
daughter, Melinda Wilson of 
Willimantic, son, Christopher 
Wilson of Kentucky, and 
John (Sonya) Haggerty of 
New Jersey; grandchildren, 
Annalieze, Jalieze, and Ben 
Wilson, Taylor, Daniel, 
and Kirsten Haggerty; 
great-grandchild, Julian 
Wilson; sister, Sandra (David) 
Dunnack, brothers, James 
(Carol), Stephen, Timothy, 
and Scott (Marybeth) 
LaFlamme. She is also sur-
vived by many beloved niec-
es, nephews, brother and sis-
ter-in-laws, aunts and uncles, 
and friends.

Doris’s family will receive 
relatives and friends on 
Friday, October 25, 2019 at 
Potter Funeral Home 456 
Jackson St. Willimantic from 
5:00-7:00 p.m.. Her funeral 
service will be held Saturday, 
October 26, 2019 at 9:30 a.m. 
at the funeral home, buri-
al to follow the service at 
Windham Center Cemetery. 
For an online memorial guest-
book please visit www.potter-
funeralhome.com.

Patricia Elaine (Griswold) LaBarron
WILLIMANTIC

Patricia Elaine (Griswold) 
LaBarron of Willimantic, 
wife of the late Vernon W. 
LaBarron, passed away 
Friday, October 18, 2019. Pat 
was born October 22, 1928 
at Manchester Memorial 
Hospital to the late Clifford 
C. and Bertha “Honey” 
(Doolittle) Griswold. 

She graduated from 
Manchester High School, 
Class of 1947 and Morse 
College. She was a resident 
of Bolton, Manchester & 

Coventry for 62 years before 
moving to North Windham in 
1990 & Willimantic.

She was a bookkeeper at 
State Awning Co. Inc. in 
Hartford which was originally 
owned by her parents. She & 
her husband were part owners 
in the business till his death in 
1988. She continued to work 
part time till her retirement 
in 2011. 

She is survived by her son, 
Edward LaBarron and his 
companion, Cheryl Postler & 
Family, Kathy LaBarron and 
her companion, Mike Bailey 
and Susan Adams and her 
husband, Steven & Family 
& their dog,  Snoopy. And 
her pride & joy her cat, 
Thumbalina. 

Pat had a “Heart of Gold” 
and through the years had 
many very good friends who 
meant a lot to her. 

All Services for Pat (Patty 
Cakes) will be private. Per 
her wishes. Burial will be 
held in Quarryville Cemetery, 
Bolton, at the convenience of 
her family. Holmes-Watkins 
Funeral Home, Manchester, 
is in care of her arrangements. 

Osten reacts to threatening online posts
CLAIRE BESSETTE

THE DAY

SPRAGUE — Democratic 
Sprague First Selectman 
and state Sen. Cathy Osten 
received statewide support 
from fellow legislators, 
municipal officials from sev-
eral towns and union rep-
resentatives throughout the 
state Tuesday in reaction to 
recent posts threatening vio-
lence on a state Republican 
Facebook page.

The posts, since removed 
from the page, stemmed from 
an incident in which Osten 

allegedly damaged 
a Sprague resident’s 
lawn with her vehi-
cle wheels while-
campaigning in her 
re-election bid for 
first selectwoman.

A comment by 
someone named Joe 
Diaco said: “I would 
have pulled her 
out of that car and 
knocked her out.” 

Another comment by 
Casey Richer said: “She does 
that to the wrong person she 
might get shot.” 

Poster Phil Fredericks 

replied: “Casey 
Richer I’ll shot her.”

The comments 
have been referred 
to both the state 
Capitol police and 
to the resident state 
trooper in Sprague 
for a possible crimi-
nal investigation.

More than 30 peo-
ple attended a news 

conference, held Tuesday 
morning across the street from 
Sprague Town Hall in Baltic, 
featuring top Democratic  
leaders and local legislators. 
State Senate President Pro 

Tempore Martin M. Looney,
D-New Haven, said everyone
cherishes First Amendment 
rights, but some comments
“cross the line” into threats
or incite violence, as these
postings did, he said.

“It’s outrageous that a post
about Cathy Osten driving
on someone’s lawn would
generate such an over-the-top
and disappointing response,”
state Republican Chairman 
JR Romano said in a state-
ment. “These posts are from
random people not connected
to the Republican Party.” 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Osten

Oct. 11.
According to the affidavit, 

the male who recorded the 
video said he had his win-
dow open and heard a group 
of males say the name of a 
male body part while “joking 
around, as if they were play-
ing some sort of game.”

While he did not record 
that on video, which he took 
at 12:26 a.m., he did get 
footage of them saying the 
n-word, the affidavit indi-
cated. 

According to the affida-
vit, the person who record-
ed the video indicated the 
group of males may have 
looked toward his window 
and was unsure if they spe-
cifically directed the racial 
slur toward him. 

The affidavit indicates 
security footage showed 
Karal, Mucaj and another 
male entering Huskies on 
Oct. 10 at 9:04 p.m. and 
entering Sgt. Pepperoni, a 
restaurant, between 12:02 
and 12:04 a.m. Oct. 11.

The affidavit indicates, 
when Mucaj was interviewed 
by police, he told police he 
“couldn’t say for certain” 
it wasn’t him in the video 
because there weren’t any 
identifiers “besides a shirt,” 
for example.

He told police he didn’t 
remember what he was say-
ing when he walked through 
the Charter Oak parking lot 
because he was drunk, the 
affidavit indicated.

Mucaj told police he has 
played the game before, but 
didn’t know if they were 

playing it that night, the affi-
davit states. 

He said he doesn’t remem-
ber saying the n-word at all, 
even as a game, but “target-
ing someone by saying that 
word would be the last thing 
they would do,” the affidavit 
indicates.

Karal, however, told police 
he and his friend, Mucaj, 
decided to play a game in 
which a group of people 
begin to shout the name of 
a male body 
part as loudly 
as they can, 
the affidavit 
indicates. 

The first 
person who 
doesn’t want 
to shout the 
body part 
or begins to 
say it softly 
“is chick-
en and loses 
the game,” Karal explained, 
according to the affidavit.

Eventually, he said, they 
started playing the game 
using the n-word.

The affidavit indicates 
Karal said he sincerely apol-
ogized “if we had offended 
anyone” and that they didn’t 
intend to. 

“We were acting dumb, idi-
otic and childish,” he said in 
the document. “We should 
have never used that type of 
language at all. It was not our 
intent to broadcast what was 
said to any one person. We 
were just being immature. I 
sincerely apologize again for 
our actions.” 

According to the affidavit, 

the third male, who was not 
arrested, said he told Kural 
and Mucaj to “stop multiple 
times” and told them they 
were “being idiots.”

He said Kural and Mucaj 
did not direct that language 
at anyone, but, rather, it was 
“just them being extremely 
stupid and disrespectful.” 

UConn officials, mean-
while, said they couldn’t dis-
cuss the case’s specifics.

“Federal student privacy 
laws prevent 
UConn from 
a d d r e s s i n g 
s p e c i f i c s 
of poten-
tial disci-
pline against 
i n d i v i d u a l 
s t u d e n t s , ” 
U C o n n 
spokesperson 
S t e p h a n i e 
Reitz said in 
an emailed 

statement that included the 
affidavits Tuesday.

UConn announced the 
arrests in an email Monday 
night. 

The two men, who UConn 
police have said are white, 
were charged under state 
statute 53-37 for “ridicule 
on account of creed, religion, 
color, denomination, nation-
ality or race” in connection 
with an Oct. 11 incident. 

Neither of the men, who 
are scheduled to appear in 
Rockville Superior Court 
Oct. 30, were issued a bond.

The incident was reviewed 
through the university’s “Bias 
Protocol,” which involves 
UConn police, as well as 

other entities on campus.
The incident, and other 

recent racial incidents
involving UConn students,
have outraged members of
the community, who spoke
out about the situation
during events Monday and
at a meeting at Charter Oak
Apartments last Wednesday. 

Police said a third person
accompanied them as they
walked outside the apart-
ments, but the investigation
determined that individu-
al did not participate in the
behavior.

Reitz said the university
process is “separate from any
criminal court proceedings”
and an action might be a vio-
lation of the code of conduct
“even if it does not rise to
the level of a criminal con-
viction.” 

“If the university receives
indications that a student
might have violated the
Student Code of Conduct, the
circumstances are reviewed
by our Community Standards
officers in the Division of
Student Affairs,” she wrote.
“This involves interviews
with the students in question
and others, discussions with
other university offices, as
appropriate, and other steps.
If it’s determined that a stu-
dent did violate that code,
that person would have an
opportunity to appeal. If the
finding is upheld, the student
could be subject to disci-
pline, ranging from probation
to suspension or dismissal.” 

Follow Michelle Firestone
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

but before that happened, the 
town entertained a proposal 
from the Town of Windham. 

The Willimantic Police 
Department proposed either 
five days a week of rotating 
coverage for $8,000 less than 
the town’s participation in 
the state program, or seven 
days a week coverage at 
$38,000 more.

The more expensive, sev-
en-day option has potentially 
faster response times during 
emergencies with dispatch 
from Windham instead of 
Danielson at the Troop D 
barracks, whose coverage 

includes Chaplin.
However, many municipal-

ities were opposed to fund-
ing 100 percent of the fringe 
benefits, leading the state to 
make revisions to the pro-
gram. 

Beginning in 2020, the 
state will now cover 50 per-
cent of the fringe benefit 
costs, making the program 
more affordable for all.

In Chaplin, the program 
cost will now not only be 
lower than what it currently 
is, it will also be lower than 
Windham’s proposal. 

After hearing presentations 
from both the Willimantic 

Police Department and 
the state police in the past 
month, selectmen had a spe-
cial meeting to decide the 
matter Tuesday night. 

Many citizens had been 
vocal in their support of the 
state police program both 
online on social media and in 
person to selectmen.

“The board of selectmen 
voted to keep the resident 
trooper program due to 
strong resident support and 
a cost savings because the 
state is changing the town’s 
cost-share on fringe bene-
fits,” said Chaplin First 
Selectman William Rose IV. 

“This change lowered the
cost of the trooper program
by approximately $16,000.”

Now that the decision is
made to continue participat-
ing in the trooper program,
Rose said state police will
assign a permanent trooper
to Chaplin. 

An interim state trooper
has been serving the town
since the retirement of its
long-time officer this past
spring.

“They are starting inter-
views as soon as possible,”
Rose said. “They have been
holding up the process wait-
ing for our decision.”

Student apologized for ‘n-word’

launched in 2016 as a plat-
form for discussions about 
issues with mainstream 
media coverage of people of 
color and minority popula-
tions.

The duo regularly inter-
views activists, politicians, 
advisers, influencers and 
journalists of color.

This latest episode taped 
at the university focused 
on Latino communities and 
undocumented immigrant 
populations in Connecticut 
as well as the power of youth 
movements.

Stories were shared of 

how young immigrants 
were unexpectedly tracked 
down and detained by ICE 
(Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement).

“We’re living in this 
strange place, which is that 
Connecticut feels very free. 
You know there’s so much 
nature here, it’s so welcom-
ing,” Hinojosa said to the 
audience.

“But at the same time, if 
I’m seeing all of these hands 
raised because you know 
people in your communi-
ties that have been taken (by 
ICE), I’m going to venture 
and say it’s to feel some-

thing like a police state. That 
you’re not really free,” she 
explained.

Some other discussion 
topics touched upon were 
how the state is impacted by 
stigma/stereotypes of Puerto 
Ricans and Latinos being 
perceived as criminals along 
with their economic contri-
butions.

“There’s sort of this arti-
ficial persecution of Latinx 
who are contributing more 
to the economy who are 
living in somewhat segre-
gated spaces,” said Venator-
Santiago, who is also direc-
tor of both the Puerto Rico 

Citizenship Archives Project
and the Puerto Rico Status
Archives Project. 

The podcast ended with 
audience questions along
with the co-hosts and inter-
viewees emphasizing the 
need for people of color, 
especially youths, to get 
involved in the local political
government and turn out to
vote for all local, state and
national elections.

This latest episode of “In
The Thick” will be available
sometime next week online
at inthethickshow.org.

Follow Lisa Massicotte on
Twitter - @LMassicotteTC.
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