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STONINGTON
Latin Essence Jazz Quartet 
to perform at LaGrua

L a t i n  E s s e n c e  J a z z 
Quartet will perform at 
7 p.m. Sept. 20 at the La 
Grua Center, 32 Water St., 
Stonington.

The band, featuring Ben 
Velazquez, Chris Leigh, 
Miguel Rios, Steve Marien, 
Rufus Davis and Luis 
Rivera, combines elements 
of traditional Latin music. 
Tickets are $20 for adults 
and free for those 18 and 
younger. Cash, check and 
credit card will be accepted 
at the door.

All seats will be available 
on a first-come, first-
served basis.

WILLIMANTIC
‘Oleanna’ to be performed 
at Burton Leavitt Theatre

“Oleanna” will be pre-
sented Sept. 20-22 at the 
Burton Leavitt Theatre 
in Willimantic, 779 Main 
Street, Willimantic.

Performances will be 
held at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 
20-21 and at 2 p.m. Sept. 
22. The cost is $19 for 
adults, $16 for students 
and seniors and $14 for 
students from University 
of Connecticut, Eastern 
C o n n e c t i c u t  S t a t e 
University and Quinebaug 
V a l l e y  C o m m u n i t y 
College.

For tickets, call (860) 
423-2245.

KILLINGLY
Pet Pals Northeast to collect 
bottles and cans

Pet Pals Northeast will 
collect redeemable bottles 
and cans from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Sept. 21 at the Killingly 
Town Garage, Route 12.

Dry cat food is urgently 
needed, with Purina brands 
preferred.

Cash donations are 
welcome.

CHAPLIN
Andrej 5K to be held 
on Sept. 28

The second Andrej 5K 
will be held at 10:30 a.m. 
Sept. 28 at Mansfield 
Hollow State Park, 31 Old 
Willimantic Road, Chaplin.

The fun run/walk is in 
honor of Andrej Cavarkapa, 
an avid runner and high 
school teacher who died 
in January 2017 while jog-
ging near his home in West 
Hartford. The cost is $25 to 
$40 per person. Proceeds 
will go to Andrej’s memo-
rial endowed scholarship.

To register, visitbit.
ly/31qZGhP.

GRISWOLD
Griswold High School class 
of 1969 to host 50th reunion

The Griswold High 
School class of 1969 will 
host it’s 50th reunion Oct. 
19 at the Tulli’s Tap House, 
River Ridge Golf Course, 
259 Preston Road, Jewett 
City.

The cost is $45 per person. 
RSVP by Sept. 30.

To RSVP, email jane-
herr51@att.net.

PRESTON
Fund applications 
open until Sept. 30

T h e  C o m m u n i t y 
Foundation of Eastern 
Connecticut is accepting 
proposals for the Preston 
Community Fund.

The fund will support 
the arts, cultural and social 
needs of the residents and 
organizations of the town of 
Preston. Proposals must be 
submitted online by 5 p.m. 
Sept. 30.

To apply, visit  bit.
ly/2L5HuCG.

—Staff report

I N  B R I E F
Assistant principal 
granted accelerated 
rehab; could be left  
without record

By John Barry
jbarry@norwichbulletin.
com (860) 425-4221

NORWICH — A settlement 
has been reached in the case of 
a Montville High School admin-
istrator, essentially ending 
the court procedings stemming 
from a classroom “fight club” 

organized by a 
now-fired sub-
stitute teacher.

Assistant 
Principal 
Tatiana Patten, 
60, of Niantic, 
was granted 

accelerated rehabilitation, a 
form of probation for first-
time offenders, on Monday by 
Norwich Superior Court Judge 
Nuala Droney.

Droney set the period Patten 
should be in the program for 

three months, through Dec. 6. 
If Patten avoids further arrests, 
a charge of failure of a mandated 
reporter to report child abuse 
will be dropped, leaving her 
with no criminal record.

Assistant State’s Attorney 
Thomas Griffith said the pros-
ecution had no objection.

The judge noted that Patten 
has been under court super-
vision since her arrest about 
a year and a half ago and suc-
cessfully avoided trouble. “The 
defendant is not likely to offend 

again,” Droney said.
“She’s happy that it’s over,” 

said Drzislav Coric, Patten’s 
attorney. “Now it’s one less 
concern in her life.”

Patten, retired Principal 
Jeffrey Theodoss,  64,  of 
Shrewsbury, Mass., and former 
Montville Superintendent of 
Schools Brian Levesque, 46, of
Brooklyn, were each charged 
in April 2018 with failure of a 
mandated reporter to report 

Deal reached in ‘fi ght club’ case

Patten
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What: The NAACP Norwich 
Branch cordially has set its 
56th annual Freedom Fund 
Dinner for 7 p.m. Oct. 3 at 
the Spa at Norwich Inn, 607 
West Thames St., Norwich. 
The theme is “When We 
Fight We Win” and the key-
note speaker is the state 
Attorney General William 
Tong.

The following awards to be 
presented at the dinner:
James L. Smith Minority 
Business Enterprise Award: 
Anthony Holland, owner 
of Queen Bee’s Oil, Inc.; 
Swarnjit Singh Khalsa, 
owner of Norwichtown 
Shell; Clarence Neal, 
owner of Undefeated 
Entertainment.

Carlene B.  Lee Woman 
Business Enterprise Award: 
Helena Depina, owner of  
Helena Hair Palace; Desiree 
Desilus, owner of Super 
Smiley’s Hop House.

Lottie B. Scott Image 
Award: Nichelle Rollins, 
singer and actress; Jasmine 
Stroud, artist.

Jacqueline D. Owens 
Service to the Community 
Award: Chelsea Groton 
Foundation; Evans 
Memorial A.M.E. Zion 
Church.

Virginia D. Christian 
Educator of the Year: 
Frederick-Douglass 
Knowles II, associate 
professor , Three Rivers 
Community College.

Tickets: $75 for adult and 
$50 age 18 and under. 
RSVP by Sept. 25. Make 
check or money order 
payable to:  NAACP 
Norwich Branch and mail 
to NAACP Norwich Branch, 
P.O. Box 24, Norwich, CT 
06360.  For information, 
contact Chairman Derell 
Wilson at (860) 639-6754 or 
wilson6034@gmail.com.

NAACP 
Freedom 
Fund event 
is Oct. 3

Under the mentorship of biology professor Vijaykumar Veerappan, Roshani Budhathoki (ECSU Class of 2019) 
was selected for an undergraduate fellowship by the American Society of Plant Biologists.  [CONTRIBUTED PHOTO] 

Annual ‘Best Colleges’ 
report ranks the 
institution 21st among 
public universities in the 
North Region, moving it 
up fi ve spots over last 
year’s rankings

The Bulletin

Eastern Connecticut State 
University is again the high-
est ranked institution among 
Connecticut’s four state uni-
versities in this year’s U.S. 
News and World Report’s edi-
tion of “Best Colleges.” The 
2020 rankings were released 
Monday.

This is Eastern’s highest 
ranking as it was ranked 21st 
among public universities in 
the North Region. Eastern 
moved up five spots among 
public institutions over last 
year’s rankings and moved up 
13 spots to No. 80 when both 
public and private institutions 
were considered.

Other local and state colleges 
and universities fared well 
in the survey (see breakout 
information). The United 
States Coast Guard Academy 
was ranked second in regional 
colleges for the North Region, 
behind only Cooper Union. 
Mitchell College was tied 

for 36th in that category. 
Connecticut College was tied 
for 46th for national Liberal 
Arts Colleges.

The North Region includes 
colleges and universities from 
New England, New York, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Delaware and Maryland, and is 
known as the most competitive 
among the four regions that 
make up the U.S. News and 
World Report ranking system.

Regional universities are 
ranked based on 15 criteria 
that include peer assessment, 
graduation and retention rates, 

ECSU earns highest 
ranking in the state

By Kathleen Stauffer

S hannon doesn’t take 
a walk in the park for 
granted. The 26-year-

old Groton resident spent six 
years in a wheelchair. Now, 
she walks whenever she can.

Shannon soldiered through 
17 hip surgeries and twice 
lived in full body casts from 
her legs to her stomach. “I 
got a lot of support from my 
family,” she said. “I really 
wanted to quit, but I couldn’t 
if I wanted to walk again.”

She’ll never forget the day 
she was recuperating on the 
couch and her mom, Sherrlyn, 
with a puppy named Bailey 
on her stomach. Bailey licked 
Shannon’s face. “At that point, 
we knew we needed that dog.”

Shannon grew up in Lebanon. 
She credits her family, her mom, 
dad Kieran, sister Madeleine and 
brother Emerson with helping 
her get through the multiple 

surgeries. She was bullied by one 
boy during her years in a wheel-
chair. Emerson, now in the U.S. 
Navy, and Madeleine always 
stood up for her. “They’re a very 
good brother and sister. I love 
them. They’re my best friends.”

Over the years, Shannon 
taught herself to knit and makes 
hats and scarves of vintage yarn. 
She gives some to friends and 
family, but she gives most to 
charities for children who other-
wise would not have a warm hat.

Writing is another favorite 
hobby. “I write poems, and 
I’m making a book based on 
my life,” she said. Shannon’s 
poems do not rhyme. She scoffs 
at the notion that they might.

Her entire family supports 
The Arc Eastern Connecticut 
annually by walking in the 
Jack O’Keefe Memorial 
Strides Road Race at Camp 
Harkness. They will be there 
again at 9:30 a.m. on Oct. 6.

“When I was in a wheelchair, I 

couldn’t do it,” 
she said. “Now, 
I can spring 
my wings 
out.” Shannon 
likes getting 
her heart rate 
pumping and 

has lost six pounds walking.
“I think people should go 

to Strides,” she said, “Hang 
out with your friends. Do a 
fun walk with your family.”

If you go to Camp 
Harkness park, you can meet 
Shannon. She’ll be walk-
ing. “I do not bite,” she said. 
“I’m very talkative. You can 
meet my family, too.”

Kathleen Stauffer is chief 
executive officer of The Arc 
Eastern Connecticut. For 
information on The Arc, go 
to www.thearcnlc.org and 
www.qvarc.org. For more 
articles by this author visit 
www.kathleenstauffer.com

A R C  H E A LT H Y  L I V I N G

Soldiering through 17 surgeries,               
Shannon never gives up

Shannon

See RANK,  A4

See DEAL,  A4
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Montville state police
Aug. 29
Shawn Lefrancois, 38, P.O. 
Box 10, Plainfi eld, 12:03 
p.m., possession of heroin; 
court date Sept. 12, Norwich 
Superior Court.
Sept. 4
Andrea Buie, 36, 136 Ashland 
St., Jewett City, 9:48 a.m., 
second-degree failure to 
appear; court date Sept. 19, 
Danielson Superior Court.
Sept. 6
Michael Wilcox, 40, 41 
Henry St., Apt. D1, Norwich, 
12:23 p.m., carrying a 
dangerous weapon, second-
degree breach of peace, 
second-degree threatening, 
second-degree reckless 
endangerment; court date 
Sept. 17, Norwich Superior 
Court.
Randy St. Jean, 29, 148 Main 
St., Sprague, 11:27 a.m., 
three counts second-degree 
failure to appear; court date 
Sept. 6, Norwich Superior 
Court.

Peter Doizenchuk, 61, 23 
Georgia Road, U1, Montville, 
3:43 p.m., driving under 
the infl uence of drugs or 
alcohol, driving drunk with 
a child passenger, unsafe 
backing, risk of injury to a 
child, second-degree reck-
less endangerment; court 
date Sept. 19, Norwich 
Superior Court.

Norwich police
Sept. 1
Jose Perez, 51, 21 Cross 
Road, Waterford, 1:09 p.m., 
interfering with police, 
breach of peace; court date 
Sept. 12, Norwich Superior 
Court.
Sept. 5
Lamorrie Everett, 24, 
unknown, 9 p.m., breach 
of peace, second-degree 
threatening, third-degree 
criminal mischief; court date 
Sept. 19, Norwich Superior 
Court.
Sept. 6
Shaquille Whitfi eld, 25, 6 

Mitchell Court, 6:30 p.m., 
fi rst-degree assault; court 
date Sept. 19, Norwich 
Superior Court.
Jolene Reese, 46, 22 Sullivan 
Drive, Norwich, 11 p.m., dis-
orderly conduct; court date 
Sept. 9, Norwich Superior 
Court.
Sept. 7
Jason Dunbar, 37, 185 Green 
Valley Drive, Palmerton, 
Pa., sixth-degree larceny, 
interfering with police, 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, possession of 
heroin; court date Sept. 19, 
Norwich Superior Court.
Jevane Watson, 22, 130 
Sharon Road, Mystic, 1:30 
p.m., driving an unregistered 
vehicle, failure to cover 
minimum insurance, misuse 
of plates, driving with a 
suspended license, dis-
obeying an offi cer’s signal, 
fi ve counts second-degree 
failure to appear; court date 
Sept. 19, Norwich Superior 
Court.

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

abuse relating to slap 
fights among students that 
allegedly occurred in the 
classroom of Ryan Fish, 23, 
of Bozrah, in the fall of 2017.

The administrators were 
accused of breaking a state 
law requires all educators to 
notify the state Department 
of Children and Families 
when they have “a reason-
able suspicion” a student 
may be abused or neglected.

“She still feels she did 
nothing wrong,” Coric said 
about his client.

All the other cases were 
settled last year. Levesque’s 
c a s e  w a s  d i s m i s s e d ; 
Theodoss’s case was nolled, 
meaning it won’t be prose-
cuted and will be dismissed 
after 13 months; and Fish 
received accelerated reha-
bilitation as well.

Droney set the period for 
Fish’s accelerated reha-
bilitation for two years, 
through October 2020. 
She also required him to 
perform 100 hours of com-
munity service.

Patten has attended a 
mandated reporter class 
and made a $1,000 chari-
table contribution, Droney 
said.

Patten has been on paid 
leave since her arrest.

“She would look forward 
to coming back to work,” 
Coric said. “She’s kept her 
necessary certifications 
up.”

Unlike the others, all of 
whom left their jobs, Patten 

has not. Levesque retired on 
Oct. 24, 2018, a day after 
the charge was dismissed. 
He received a separation 
settlement of more than 
$230,000. Theodoss retired 
in August 2018 and had the 
charge against him nolled a 
few weeks later. Levesque 
fired Fish a year earlier.

I t  w o u l d  b e  u p  t o 
Montville schools to decide 
whether Patten will return 
from leave. The Board of 
Education is scheduled to 
meet next on Sept. 17, but 
its agenda has not been set 
yet.

Fish was a substitute 
math teacher at the school. 
Police identified four vic-
tims ranging in age from 14 
to 16 who fought in pairs 
on two occasions on two 
separate days. Police said 
seized video clips showed 
Fish giving verbal direction 
to the fighting students and 
audio seems to capture the 
sounds of “multiple hard 
hits the students are receiv-
ing throughout the fights,” 
according to an arrest war-
rant affidavit.

The affidavit said that 
Levesque became aware 
of the incident on Oct. 5, 
2017, after receiving a video 
from a Board of Education 
member. The superinten-
dent said the video depicted 
two male students fight-
ing and a teacher wearing 
an identification badge, 
later identified as Fish, not 
intervening.

Police said Levesque 
forwarded the video to 
T h e o d o s s ,  w h o  l a t e r 
responded that Fish admit-
ted to allowing students 

to fight in class. Fish was 
fired for failing to protect 
the safety of the students, 
officials said, and Theodoss 
said the students involved 
were all disciplined. The 
superintendent said he 
b e l i e v e d  a l l  s t u d e n t s 
involved in the fights were 
culpable in the incident, 
police said.

Levesque told detec-
tives he had not thought 
about contacting police 
after watching the video 
because he thought it was 
a one-time incident and a 
“mistake,” according to 
police.

Police said Theodoss 
and Patten also admit-
ted to being aware of the 
incident in October 2017. 
According to police, Patten 
told authorities an anony-
mous parent had contacted 
a school guidance counselor 
regarding the fights, and 
Theodoss had sent her an 
email containing a video of 
the incident.

Patten said she received a 
text message from Theodoss 
instructing her, “not to say 
anything to anyone and that 
he would find out if this was 
an arrestable offense,” the 
arrest warrant said. Police 
said Patten told officers 
there had been discussion 
about reporting the inci-
dent to DCF, but she “did 
not hear of anything more.”

A DCF investigative 
social worker filed a failure 
to report complaint against 
Patten in December 2017, 
and a second complaint 
against Theodoss and 
Levesque in January 2018, 
police said.

DEAL
From Page A3

class size, faculty resources, 
admissions selectivity, 
financial resources and 
alumni giving.

“Given the uncertain 
times facing the higher 
education community, I 
am delighted to see Eastern 
a c h i e v i n g  i t s  h i g h e s t 

ranking ever,” Eastern 
President Elsa Nunez said 
in a statement. 

“This is a testament 
to our commitment to 
high standards and the 
faculty and staff’s focus on 

providing students with 
personal attention.”

This year’s U.S. News 
and World Report rankings 
included reviews of upward 
of 1,400 schools nation-
wide and are available at 
www.usnews.com/colleges. 
They will also be published 
in the Best Colleges 2020 
Guidebook, published by 
U.S. News & World Report 
and available on newsstands 
on Oct. 15.

RANK
From Page A3

 On the web

To see the full rankings, or 
search for a particular school, 
go to www.usnews.com/
best-colleges

achievement. “When we’re 
talking about achievement 
and proficiency, it’s really 
treating the test like a pass/
fail test: Did kids meet a 
particular benchmark score 
or not?” Gopalakrishnan 
said. “Those scores vary 
by grade, but really, did 
the student score above it 
or below it?”

“Growth is, for us, a good 
measure of how effec-
tive the curriculum and 
instruction are for all stu-
dents,” he said. “Growth 
looks at all students across 
the spectrum. We expect 
high-achieving students 
to grow, and we expect 
low-achieving students to 
grow.” As students grow, 
Gopalakrishnan expects 
student achievement to 
improve at a faster pace.

Among local districts, 
figures are higher than 
the state levels in both 
ELA and math for East 
Lyme, Groton, Lyme-Old 
Lyme, Montville, North 
Stonington, Preston, 
Salem, Stonington and 
Waterford, while they are 
lower for both in Ledyard, 
New London and Norwich.

Groton, New London 
and Norwich are among 
Connecticut’s 33 Alliance 
Districts, the ones the state 
considers the lowest-per-
forming across a variety of 
metrics that go beyond test 
scores.

Norwich sees 
improvement

Education leaders said 
the Norwich  school dis-
trict  continues to see 
significant improvement 
in the number of students 
reaching proficiency in 
reading, writing, and math, 
particularly at the elemen-
tary level.

Over the past five years, 
the district increased per-
formance by 17% in reading 
and writing and 59% in 
mathematics.

“Four years ago, the 
district embarked on trans-
forming our elementary 
instructional program by 
investing in teacher train-
ing with content standards 
and implementation of the 
new curriculum at the ele-
mentary level,” Assistant 
Superintendent Tom Baird 
said. “We are seeing the 
results of that work take 
shape.”

Baird said that same work 
is now underway at the 
middle school level.

“We are now replicat-
ing that work at the middle 
school level, and we expect 
to see this data trend con-
tinue,” he said.

The district was the 
recipient of a five-year, 
$5 million collaborative 
Magnet Schools of America 
grant to transform the two 
middle schools. The grant is 
being put toward increas-
ing the rigor of learning 
experiences for children, 
expanding curricular offer-
ings, while also investing in 
improving school climate.

Norwich is experiencing 
substantial gains in student 
achievement at the early 
elementary level. Grade 
three performance has 

increased every year for the 
last five years. Overall, the 
district increased perfor-
mance by 96% in reading 
and writing and 129% in 
math in grade three over 
the past five years.

“We invested a lot of 
time and energy into the 
early intervention of Pre-K 
through grade three stu-
dents,” Baird said. “That 
is reflected in the growth 
of our youngest learners.”

More benchmarks

I n  K i l l i n g l y , 
Superintendent Steven 
Rioux said his district is 
continuing to experience 
incremental gains on the 
assessment.

“We always want to have 
more students performing 
at the proficiency level, 
but making consistent 
improvements each year is 
worth celebrating,” Rioux 
said. “Four of six tested 
grade levels have shown 
growth in math and ELA. 
Our cohort analysis of the 
test data shows greater 
growth in ELA than in 
math. We will continue to 
use the assessment data 
as one measure of student 
progress, while acknowl-
edging the importance of 
focusing on a child’s social, 
emotional, and academic 
growth.”

For this past school 
year in southeastern 
C o n n e c t i c u t ,  N o r t h 
Stonington had the highest 
share of students meet-
ing benchmark in ELA, at 
80.1 percent, while Lyme-
Old Lyme was the highest 
for math, at 79.1 percent. 
From 2015-16 to 2018-19, 
Stonington saw the larg-
est growth for math while 
Waterford saw the largest 
growth for ELA.

Statewide, New Canaan 
was the highest perform-
ing district in both ELA and 
math for 2018-19. School-
level results for each district 
are scheduled to be released 
Monday on EdSight, 
the state Department of 
Education’s data portal.

Gov. Ned Lamont linked 
the test scores to improving 
the state’s economy.

“The ability to attract 
businesses and encourage 
them to expand and grow 
in our state is directly con-
nected to the strength of 
our workforce, which is 
why it is critical that we 
provide the youngest in 
our communities with the 
tools needed to succeed 
in today’s economy,” said 
Lamont in a statement 
released by the depart-
ment of education. “The 
improvements we are 
seeing in this latest round 
of assessments are a tes-
tament to the dedication 
of our teachers — they are 
to be commended for their 
efforts.”

The scores, once again, 
illustrate the vast gap in 
achievement between 
Connecticut’s cities and 
suburbs.

For example, while over 
70% percent of Avon stu-
dents have achieved both 
the English language arts 
and mathematics bench-
mark scores each year since 
2015-2016, less than 30% of 
Bridgeport students have 
achieved the benchmarks 
each year over the same 
time period. However, the 

percent of Bridgeport stu-
dents reaching these scores
has increased 5-6% since 
2015-2016.

In Hartford,  about
24.5% of Hartford stu-
dents reached or exceeded
their English Language Arts
benchmark score, a 1.3%
decrease from 2015-2016, 
the first year the test was 
administered. About 18.2%
of Hartford students met 
their Mathematics bench-
mark score, an increase
from 16% in 2015-2016.

In West Hartford, 70.3%
of students reached the
English Language Arts
achievement benchmark
in 2018-2019, about a 1%
decrease from 2015-2016. 
The percent of student 
reaching the Mathematics
benchmark grew to 62.2%
in 2018-2019, up 4.3% from 
2015-2016.

About 36.4% of East 
Hartford students reached
the English Language Arts
benchmark in 2018-2019, 
a 4.6% increase from 2015-
2016. In Mathematics,
22.2% reached the bench-
mark, a 5.2% increase from
2015-2016.

“While we continue 
to see promising year-
to-year increases for all
student groups meeting or
exceeding their achieve-
ment benchmark in both
ELA and math, our mis-
sion to close gaps around 
the state remains a prior-
ity,” said Miguel Cardona,
Connecticut’s  newly
appointed commissioner 
of education.

“Together with our dis-
tricts and school leaders, 
we will identify the local
practices that are work-
ing and focus our support
on the instructional core
at the heart of our work. A 
strong instructional core
which includes connection
with students, a strong 
curriculum, and effective
teaching and leadership 
serve as the foundation
for achieving successful 
outcomes for all students
regardless of zip code.”
New Caanan and Darien are
among the districts with the
fastest growth rates, each
over 69% in 2018-2019.
Growth rate measures each
student’s progress from last
year. This means that over
69% of students in those
districts met their indi-
vidual growth targets that
year. These districts also
score high on benchmark
score achievement.

“I think if more of our
students are able to hit
their growth targets annu-
ally, then our achievement
numbers would increase
e v e n  f a s t e r , ”
Gopalakrishnan said.
“[Overall growth results] 
could be stronger, so we
will continue working
with our schools and dis-
tricts using strategies that 
we know are proven to be 
effective. We have schools
that are achieving high, 
strong, consistent growth
with students across all
districts.”

English Language Arts 
scores are important in
third grade, a critical year 
for acquiring and improving 
reading skills. Statewide,
35.5% of third-graders
with high needs reached
the benchmark in this cat-
egory, a 4.2% increase from
2015-2016.

TEST
From Page A1

DEATH NOTICES

Ronald Brissette
76, of'North Grosvcnordalc, on September 7,2019- Valadc Funeral Home fr Crematory, 
860-928-7723.

Robert Hall
of Ledyard, on September 4, 2019. Mystic Funeral Home, 860-536-2888.

Tekla (Tess) Czuchrey Wirhun
of Norwich, on August 27,2019.

TEKLA (TESS) CZUCHREY WIRHUN 1929 - 2019
NORWICH - Mrs. Tekla 

Catherine Wirhun, known 
as Tess to friends and family, 
passed away Tuesday, on 
August 27th. Bom in New 
Haven on November 8,
1929, and a lifelong resident 
of Connecticut, Tess lived a 
full professional, personal 
and volunteerism life.

Tess was an avid gar
dener, voracious book 
reader, and fabulous cook. 
She was active in politics, 
her Ukrainian heritage, 
Church, and with Lifelong 
Learning out of Three Rivers 
Community College.

She is survived by her sis
ter, Anne Cusack of Florida; 
her three children: Nancy

Riella, of Colchester, CT, 
Peter Wirhun, of Atlanta, 
GA, and Paul Wirhun, of 
New York City, NY; grand
children: Michael Riella, of 
Washington, DC, Stephen 
Riella, of Ft. Worth, TX, 
Evan Wirhun, and Alex 
Wirhun, of Atlanta, GA. She 
is also survived by several

About Tess
■A professional in office man
agement
■She was active in politics 
■Proud of her native heritage

great grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews.

Funeral services will be 
held at St, Mary Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in 
Colchester, CT, at 11 a.m. on 
September 14.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family asks that memorials 
in her name be sent to: St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Colchester CT, or 
Adventures In Lifelong 
Learning Scholarship Fund/ 
Three Rivers Community 
College.

ROBERT HALL 1926-2019
W* LEDYARD -

Robert “Bob” E. Hall 
passed away peace
fully at home on 

Wed, Sep 4. He was born 
Feb 6,1926 in Tonawanda,
NY. He joined the Navy at 
age 17 during WWII and 
served on PT boats in the 
Pacific.

Upon returning, he mar
ried the late Charlotte Keller 
and raised four children - 
Howard, Gary, Patricia and 
Jacki.

His Navy career spanned 
over 23 years most of which 
he served on submarines in 
New London. He taught 
several years of Sub School 
at the Groton SubBase.

He owned and operated 
Bob Hall’s Pro Shop at the 
Norwich Bowling Alley 
and Bob Hall’s TVophies 
and Sporting Goods in 
Poquetanuck.

He was an exceptional 
bowler for the Navy and 
participated yearly in the

US Bowling Congress Open 
Championships.

Bob was a member of var
ious Veterans and Fraternal 
Organizations and was a 
BPOE Lifetime Member.

He was a fan of the 
Yankees, Navy football, 
Ledyard sports, UCONN 
women’s basketball and CT 
Sun basketball.

Bob is survived by his 
brother Richard and wife 
Kay of Lynchburg, VA; son 
Howard and wife Cherry 
of Middletown, RI; son 
Gary and wife Betty Jean of 
Alexandria, VA; daughter 
Patricia of Waterford, CT;

About Bob
■Joined the U.S. Navy during 
WWII
■Owned Bob Hall's Pro Shop 
■He loved music

daughter Jacki and hus
band Weikko of Huntington 
Beach, CA; six grandchil
dren; four great grandchil
dren and many nieces and 
nephews.

Calling hours: 6-8 pm Fri., 
Sep 20th Mystic Funeral 
Home, Route 1, Mystic, CT. 
Church service: ledyard 
Congregational Church, 10 
am Sat. Sep 21st. His burial 
will follow at the Avery- 
Stoddard Cemetery, in Gales 
Ferry with full military 
honors.

In lieu of flowers, memo
rial contributions may be 
sent to: Center for Hospice 
Care SE CT, 227 Dunham 
St, Norwich, CT 06360; 
or US Navy Memorial, 701 
Pennsylvania Ave, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20004*- 
2608.
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