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Conleth Hill stars in the final season of “Game of Thrones,” 

premiering Sunday on HBO.

Week
the Chronicle

Saturday-Friday

T&B MOTORS
Your Auto, Truck and Diesel Vehicle Experts

24-Hr Roadside Assistance

Emission Testing & Repair

460 Storrs Road

Mansfi eld Center, CT 06250

860-423-1187

Open 8am-8pm 7 Days a Week 

91 Valley Street, Willimantic, CT 06226

(860) 456-3611

ON SALE THRU 4/14

WWW.WILL IMANTICFOOD.COOP

ORGANIC ZUCCHINI 99¢ LB

ORGANIC TOMATOES $1.99 LB

ORGANIC HOT HOUSE CUCUMBERS $1.79 EACH

ORGANIC CUCUMBERS $1.99 LB

ORGANIC GALA APPLES $1.99 LB

ORGANIC BARTLETT PEARS $1.49 LB

ORGANIC CARA CARA ORANGES 5/$5

ORGANIC BLOOD ORANGES 5/$5

1197 Main St., Coventry, CT

860-498-0717 

info@eyetrade.vision

eyetrade.vision

Sonya Maher L.O.

eyeTrade, LLC, Optical Shop

Bring in your prescription!

*Certain Restrictions Apply. 

See Store for Details

BUY ONE
GET ONE

1/2 OFF!

Optical Shop in Coventry
eyeTrade

*with the purchase of frames and lenses.

Smart 
Vision 
Exam

FREE
Or if you do not have a valid prescription

Call for your appointment today!

‘SHAWN’S CUPBOARD,’ Page 4

LOCAL HONOR ROLL
E.O. Smith, RHAM High School
Horace W. Porter School
PAGES 8-9

YOUR INDEPENDENT TIRE DEALER

RT. 32 SOUTH WINDHAM
860-456-0000

(2 miles South of the famous Frog Bridge)
M-F 8-5:30 • Sat. 8-1:30

TIRES • COMPUTERIZED 4-WHEEL ALIGNMENT • MUFFLERS • BRAKES 
SHOCKS • STRUTS • AXLE • BEARINGS & SEALS

Stop by today and get the 
Quality Tire Service 

your vehicle deserves!

Visit our New Website at
www.landonstire.com

and try our Free Quote System!
OR
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A school day at the opera

Controversial 
performance 
at UC stopped
Show canceled over past rape accusation

Eastern Connecticut State University Junior Alex Perez is a volunteer at Shawn’s cupboard on campus. Here, 
she shows a box made by volunteers for suggestions. Below, ECSU senior Shawn Dousis, who created ‘Shawn’s 
Cupboard,’ puts away a box of donated potato chips. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

College kids also need help
Food insecurity is an issue 
for some students at ECSU

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Many think of college students as af-
fluent youngsters with cash — usually their parents’ — to 
spare.

However, a study conducted by Eastern Connecticut State 
University researchers proves many college students don’t 
even have enough money to properly feed themselves.

A growing food pantry called “Shawn’s Cupboard” on the 
Eastern campus hopes to reduce those needs.

Shawn Dousis, a senior elementary education student from 
East Lyme, is the pantry’s namesake.

Dousis is the president of the Campus Ministry, the organi-
zation that jump-started the project. 

The cupboard has actually existed on campus for several 
years, although it was under-advertised and underused.

Geography professor Patrick Vitale helped boost the cup-

UConn Opera Studio members Madison Ruta and 
Odanice Olibrice perform at North Windham School. 
Right, kindergarteners Leah Rivas and Johanna 
Rodriguez watch the show. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff UCONN OPERA, Page 4

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WINDHAM/STORRS — 
A performance group at the 
University of Connecticut is 
dedicated to making sure the 
next generation of musicians 
is inspired by all forms of 
music.

And that is especially true 
for a form that might not 
normally be considered kid-
friendly.

The UConn Opera Studio is 
in the midst of visiting sever-
al Windham public schools to 
perform and educate young-
sters about opera.

“I am constantly inspired 
by how much the children in 
the Windham schools enjoy 
learning about singing and 
opera,” said graduate student 
Spencer Reese. “Their curi-
osity and energy is some-
thing that always sustains us 
as artists, and it’s always so 

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

STORRS — Concerns from 
University of Connecticut stu-
dents prompted the Student 
Union Board of Governors 
to cancel a performance by 
singer Sean Kingston, who 
was accused of gang-rape.

Kingston was scheduled to 
be the opening act during 
the UCONNIC music festival 
Thursday evening, an event 
organized by SUBOG.

A woman named Caris-
sa Capeloto, 
who alleged 
K i n g s t o n 
gang-raped 
her in 2010, 
sued him in 
2013. That 
p r o m p t e d 
UConn stu-
dents to pro-
test King-
ston’s per-
formance at 
UConn this 
week.

S U B O G 
a n n o u n c e d 
shortly before the festival 
that Kingston’s performance 
was canceled, but the rest 
of the festival was held as 
planned.

“SUBOG would like to 
acknowledge the students 
who voiced their opinions 
about this selection and to 
assure them that the organi-
zation is sorry to have disap-
pointed you,” the SUBOG 
statement said. “We pride 
ourselves on offering events 

‘for students, by students’ 
and are committing to learn-
ing from this experience as
we move forward.”

SUBOG President Adam 
Sherif could not be reached 
for comment.

The SUBOG statement
indicated ticket sales for the 
show had stopped and all cur-
rent ticket-holders would be 
refunded within 7 to 10 days 
of payment, if they wished, 
though they were encour-
aged to attend the festival 

and enjoy the 
altered line-
up.

“Partnering 
with many 
o r g a n i -
z a t i o n s , 
U C O N N I C
and all of
SUBOG is 
reinforcing its 
commitment
to advocating 
for students 
by promoting 
initiatives and 
conversations

about mental health, aca-
demics and political engage-
ment,” the SUBOG statement 
said.

UConn senior Kailey 
Townsend brought up the
controversy during an event 
featuring the Me Too move-
ment founder Tarana Burke at
the Jorgensen Center for the 
Performing Arts Wednesday 
evening, during which Burke
encouraged students to let 

SUBOG would like 
to acknowledge the 
students who voiced 
their opinions about 
this selection and 
to assure them that 
the organization 
is sorry to have 
disappointed you.

UConn’s SUBOG

SUBOG, Page 4
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Obituaries

 TO PLACE AN OBITUARY:  CLASSIFIED DEPT. AT 860-423-8466, ext. 3363, or 860-423-8466, ext. 3337 AFTER 5 P.M. ON FRIDAYS

 News in brief

Plea deal sought for accused killers
JOHN PENNEY
NORWICH BULLETIN 

DANIELSON — Two Wil-
limantic brothers charged in 
connection with the 2016 
fatal stabbing of a 34-year-
old man in a city apartment 
and fleeing the state were 
extended plea offers Friday.

Attorney Pat Brown said 
prosecutors communicated 
an offer to settle the acces-
sory to murder charge faced 
by his client, Ignacio Chach-
Aperez. “I think we can 
resolve this matter, but it is 
dependant on another case,” 
he said. Brown was refer-
ring to the murder charge his 
client’s brother, Juan Chach, 
faces in connection with 
the Nov. 12, 2016 death of 
Francisco Delacruz-Coj, who 
was found dead on the kitch-
en table of his 38 Pulaski 
Court apartment.

Details of the plea offers 
were not made public in 
Danielson Superior Court, 
but Assistant State’s Attorney 
Roger Caridad said they were 
designed to resolve both 

cases. Both men, who are due 
back in court May 24, also 
face tampering with evidence 
charges.

Police said they were called 
to Delacruz-Coj’s residence 
after receiving reports of a 
fight involving multiple indi-
viduals armed with knives, 
according to an arrest war-
rant affidavit.

A witness told police Dela-
cruz-Coj got home from a 
local bar at about 2:30 a.m. 
and two friends of Delacruz-

Coj from Guatemala arrived 
15 or 20 minutes later. 

The witness told police he 
and the other three men were 
drinking and having a good 
time when he left the room to 
go to the bathroom.

Police said when the wit-
ness returned from the bath-
room, he saw the three men 
in the kitchen, with Delacruz-
Coj backed up against a wall 
and struggling not to get 
stabbed by a large kitchen 
knife that Chach, whom the 

witness knew only by his 
nickname of “el-Cholo,” was
holding, the warrant states.

Chach and Chach-Aperez 
fled less than a minute before
police arrived, the witness
told police. Police said they
found a bloody knife lying in
the yard outside.

After identifying Chach 
and Chach-Aperez that after-
noon as suspects in the stab-
bing, police said they went
to the brothers’ home at 136 
Pleasant St. where they said 
several drops of blood were 
found on the floor. 

Police said the two men 
had fled the home and were 
eventually tracked by their 
cell phones to Phoenix, 
Arizona, where they were
arrested and extradited back 
to Connecticut.

The two men’s cases have 
been plagued by delays, par-
tially due to the challenge
in finding an interpretor 
that speaks the defendants’
relatively rare version of 
Spanish.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Chach-Aperez file photo Chach file photo

Lillian J. Murray

COLUMBIA
Lillian J. Murray, 80, of 

Columbia, CT, passed away 
on Sunday, April 7th, 2019. 
She was born December 02, 
1938 in Willimantic, CT, 
the daughter of the late Wal-
ter Wegrzyn and Catherine 
(Cymbor) Wegrzyn.

Lillian worked at Wind-
ham Eye Group as the Office 
Manager for 40 plus years 
prior to her retirement and 
was very active on several 
Willimantic Commissions. 
Lillian loved spending time 
with her grandchildren, fam-
ily, and friends. She enjoyed 
her beautiful home on the 
lake. animals, and gardening. 
She was a communicant of St. 
Columba Church, previously 
serving on the Parish Council 
and active member on varies 
church committees.

Lillian is survived by her 

beloved niece, Cathlean 
Weigert, son Jon Murray, of 
Manchester, CT and three 
beautiful grandchildren, 
Jake, Veronica, & Rose of 
Willimantic. 

She is predeceased by her 
husband James.

The family would like to 
acknowledge the Columbia 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
Hospice, and Windham Hos-
pital for the excellent care 
Lillian received.

A special thank you to Fa-
tou Mboob, Jennifer Fogarty 
and Annie Vazquez for the 
excellent care and compas-
sion they provided to Lil dur-
ing her illness.

Calling hours were held 
at Potter Funeral Home, 456 
Jackson Street, Williman-
tic, CT on Friday, April 12, 
2019 from 6:00 p.m. To 8:00 
p.m. Her Funeral Mass will 
be celebrated on Saturday, 
April 13, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. 
at Saint Columba Church 328 
CT-66, Columbia, CT 06237, 
with assembly in the church 
parking lot at 9:45 a.m. In-
terment will then take place 
in St. Joseph Cemetery at 
the convenience of the fam-
ily. For an online memorial 
guestbook, please visit www.
potterfuneralhome.com.

David E. Calkins

NORTH WINDHAM
NIANTIC

It is with heartfelt sadness 
we share the passing of Da-
vid E. Calkins on March 1, 
2019 after a battle with con-
gestive heart failure. He was 
born November 16, 1940 in 
New London, CT. to parents 
Emory Elmer & Alberta Clay 
Rogers Calkins.

He is survived by his son, 
David E. Calkins Jr and his 
wife, Kelee and their boys, 
Kaleb & Javier of Scotland, 
CT. his brother, Richard 
“Dick” Calkins of Paxton, 
MA., a Grandaughter, Ashley 
Pekarovic of Bradford, RI. 
and close friends whom he 
considered family, William 
“Charlie” Wright of North 
Windham and Gary & Sharon 
Kozin of Mansfield, CT., and 
several nieces and nephews.

The youngest of 5 boys, he 
grew up in Niantic, CT. He 
was a past member of the Ni-
antic Fire Dept and also a part 
time East Lyme Police Office. 
Following in his brothers 
footsteps he joined the Na-
tional Guard for 4 years. He 
was employed by Suburban 
Propane of Niantic, CT. and 
the Home Gas Corp of Great 
Barrington, MA. running the 

North Windham plant.
Upon the plant closure he 

bought his first truck and en-
tered the world of being an 
owner operator working for 
such companies as Builders 
Concrete, Windham Sand & 
Stone, J.S. Nasin of Willi-
mantic, Connecticut Sand & 
Stone, Atlantic Pipe, Double-
wall Corp of Plainville, CT. 
and Desiato Sand & Gravel 
of Storrs.

He worked hard and played 
hard being a member of the 
Tri-State Four Wheelers. He 
first got involved in the group 
trail rides and then began jeep 
racing with a little dabble in 
the VW BaJa Buggies. Once 
that was out of his system 
he turned to the world of the 
Ford Model A’s. First restor-
ing a 1929 Roadster and then 
a 1931 4 door sedan, both 
Grand National winners. He 
was most proud of the invita-
tion he received to bring both 
to the Henry Ford Museum in 
Dearbon Michigan. 

He then slowed down and 
purchased a fancy 5th wheel 
camper and traveled up and 
down the East Coast with his 
beloved dog, Sarah making 
many more new friends along 
the way. He will be missed by 
many.

A celebration of Life will 
be held on Sunday April 28th 
from 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at 
the Willimantic Elks Lodge. 
Please come to remember 
this crazy, fun, larger than 
life man. Family mailing ad-
dress is - Calkins, P.O. Box 
289 Scotland CT 06264.

Voters to decide fire truck deal in Lebanon

LEBANON — A special town meeting will be held Monday 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Lyman Memorial High School auditorium 
to decide on the fire department’s request for a ladder truck.

The Lebanon Volunteer Fire Department requested the 
Lebanon Board of Finance allocate funds to lease a 2015 
Pierce Aerial Ladder Truck priced at $750,000.

If the vote passes muster, this truck would replace the fire 
department’s current, 32-year-old ladder truck, which the 
town has owned for a decade.

Lebanon fire officials said funds for a new truck are needed 
prior to the 2019-20 budget vote because the truck they are 
seeking may not be on the market for much longer.

Although this truck is the best deal the LVFD has found 
during its search, some board of finance members are con-
cerned about the debt the fire truck lease could bring to the 
town. Other members are concerned about setting precedents 
for departments to request funds in the future while late in a 
budget cycle.

Technically, voters will act on whether the town will enter 
into a lease-purchase agreement of $500,000 to finance the 
truck acquisition (not including the $250,000 appropriation 
from the town’s general fund).

Open house to mar traffic in the UConn area

STORRS — Motorists are asked to plan accordingly today 
with traffic expected to be heavier than usual in the University 
of Connecticut area during the spring open house.

The open house will be held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Gampel Pavilion and throughout campus, with check-in start-
ing at 7:45 a.m. During the event, prospective students will 
meet UConn faculty, staff and students.

Information and registration are available online on the 
admissions website, https://admissions.uconn.edu/open-
house.

board’s prevalence on campus.
Vitale teaches a “Geography of Food” 

course. As part of the class, he investi-
gated the prevalence of food insecurity 
at Eastern. “Many have an illusory idea 
of universities as ivory towers that are 
free from society’s problems,” Vitale 
said. “This has never been true and is 
very unhelpful for students, universities 
and society as a whole.”

His students developed surveys, con-
ducted interviews and utilized existing 
research to better understand the issue.

Their studies found 15 percent out 
of 842 Eastern students surveyed have 
what the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
defines as “very low” food security. 

“Very low” food security means they 
have multiple indications of disrupted 
eating patterns and reduced food intake. 
Additionally, 13 percent taking the sur-
vey went an entire day without eating in 
the past year.

Vitale said it is likely the survey under-
represents food insecurity because stu-
dents who are struggling to access food 
are also more likely to not be on campus 
to take the survey due to work and fam-
ily commitments.

The studies and interviews also looked 
at how food insecurity affects academic 
performance.

Food insecurity correlates with nega-
tive impacts on grades, graduation rates 
and participation in campus life.

“Patrick’s class was key in finding 
the statistics we needed to prove our
students suffered with food insecurity
and grabbed the university’s attention,”
Dousis said.

Since the study was completed, 
advertising around the university has
increased and traffic into the cupboard
has also picked up.

Father Larry Lapointe and Nancy 
Brennan of the Campus Ministry, as well 
as Kim Silcox, director of the Center for 
Community Engagement, also helped
get the pantry off the ground.

The cupboard is located at the Knight 
House, 2 Windham St. Extension, and is 
open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday; 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday; 9 a.m. to to
5 p.m. Wednesday; 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday; and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday.

Food donations are accepted at the
cupboard during its operating hours
or at the following locations: Newman
Hall from 4 to 6 p.m. Thursday; the 
Center for Community Engagement at 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday; Webb Hall from 2:45 to 3:45
p.m. Tuesday; and 1:45 to 3:45 p.m. 
Thursday.

Shawn’s Cupboard can also be reached 
on Facebook.

Follow Claire Galvin on Twitter - @
CGalvinTC.

Continued from Page 1

‘Shawn’s Cupboard’ battles ECSU food insecurity

exciting to bring opera to 
new generations of young 
learners.”

For example, on Tuesday, 
several UConn students 
visited North Windham 
Elementary School to per-
form “Sid the Serpent Who 
Wanted to Sing,” an opera 
play about circus performers, 
which Reese directed.

In the play, Sid the Snake 
wants to join the circus and 
sing, but does not think he is 
talented enough. 

With the help of his friends, 
he recognizes his true tal-
ents and joins the circus to 
travel and perform around 
the world.

The singers dressed in col-
orful circus garb and led the 

audience of kindergartners to 
second-graders through sing-
a-longs.

Tuesday’s performance fea-
tured Odanice Olibrice as Sid 
the Snake; Jordan Maragnano 
as the Clown; Jessica Gagne 
as the Juggler; Kareem Mack 
as the Strongman; Madison 
Ruta as the Opera Singer; 
and Olga Radovic on piano.

The performers are in the 
UConn Opera Studio class, 
which is a performance 
course for undergraduates.

Reese, who is a doctor-
al candidate in voice, said 
the group visits each of the 
Windham schools two times 
every spring.

A few days before each 
performance, he visits each 
classroom individually to 
give a short presentation on 

the basics of music and opera, 
prepare the students for the 
show they will see later in the 
week and answer any ques-
tions they might have.

Reese said, when selecting 
an outreach opera, he looks 
for engaging and fun shows 
that also contain a teaching 
moment.

“This year’s show, for 
example, captures their 
imagination with the energy 
of the circus, but in the end 
has a really lovely message 
about being true to yourself 
and always trying your best,” 
Reese said.

The visits are made pos-
sible through the Jeffrey P. 
Ossen Family Foundation, 
which provides a grant to 
Windham elementary schools 
that enables each school to 

bring a ballet, opera and
orchestral program to their
school every year.

“My husband truly felt that 
we had to expose the children
to classical arts so that they 
would grow up with a wide 
range of knowledge,” Eileen 
Ossen said. 

“He really got a lot out 
of the arts and he wanted to 
share that.”

Ossen said retired teacher 
Sharon Haight and the late 
teacher Lesley Kirschenbaum
helped begin the program, 
and Haight still helps coordi-
nate it today.

For many years, the school 
district has chosen the 
UConn Opera Outreach to 
visit pupils.

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

Continued from Page 1

UConn Opera puts on show for kids

the administration hear their opinions 
about the situation.

Townsend also wrote a letter to the 
editor that was published April 8 in 
the Daily Campus expressing her con-
cerns about Kingston’s scheduled per-
formance.

In response to the controversy, stu-
dents held a silent protest on campus 
Thursday evening.

In addition, WHUS Radio announced 
Tuesday it would be dissolving its col-
laboration with the music festival orga-
nizers.

“As one of the music and media cen-
ters of the University of Connecticut, 
WHUS Radio values art as a means of 

building community and creating safe 
spaces full of freedom of expression,” a 
statement from WHUS said. 

“In light of the allegations made 
against one of the booked performers at 
the UCONNIC Music Festival, WHUS 
Radio has decided to no longer partici-
pate in the evening’s events, as it does 
not align with our values.”

WHUS General Manager Amanda 
Minicucci said a team of people from 
WHUS were inspired to set up a lounge 
at UCONNIC after attending the South 
by Southwest conference in Austin, 
Texas, in March.

She said the lounge was designed 
to give people a place to relax, charge 
their phones and learn about the WHUS 

Spring Fling concert, which is sched-
uled to be held today.

However, after hearing about the alle-
gations against Kingston from students, 
Minicucci said WHUS decided to back
out of Thursday’s event.

“We wanted to address that as soon as
possible,” she said.

Minicucci said WHUS wants every-
one’s voices to be acknowledged because 
“covering up those voices” makes peo-
ple afraid to come forward.

“The ultimate goal is to make the
best experience for the students on the 
University of Connecticut campus,” she
said.

Follow Michelle Firestone on Twitter
- @mfirestonetc.

SUBOG cancels controversial singer’s gig
Continued from Page 1

The food pantry for Eastern 
Connecticut State University stu-
dents is chock full of simple, easy 
breakfast items — some of the more 
popular food items food-insecure 
students enjoy. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff
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