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Best Gas 
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Sun Mart  2.37
A-1 Main      2.39
Shell Main  2.39
Valero Main    2.49
Mobil Boston Post 2.49
Stop & Shop Main 2.50
Shell Jackson 2.52
Xtra Fuels Main    2.55
Cumbys Main     2.57
Cumbys Jackson     2.57

— Gasbuddy.com

Council gives library committee the green light

University talk
Activist Prisca Dorcas Mojica Rodriguez talks during a University Hour 
program at Eastern Connecticut University on Wednesday. She started the 
online platform, Latina Rebels, in 2013, and it now has more than 200,000 
followers. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff
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COVENTRY —  The Coventry Lib-
rary Renovation and Improvement 
Committee has been given the 
go-ahead by the town council to fur-
ther its plans with the planning and 
zoning commission.

“It’s a library that people use and 
it’s a library that has relevance to 
people in Coventry,” councilperson 
Carolyn Arabolos said.

The majority of Monday’s council 
meeting was dedicated to an update 
report presentation from the commit-
tee, which was created in February 
to identify and oversee needed ren-
ovations at the Booth & Dimock 
Memorial Library.

The committee was formed follow-
ing voters’ rejection last November 
to a larger $4.9 million expansion/
renovation project. 

In 2017, residents also turned down 

an even bigger $5.4 million library 
expansion project.

Unlike the rejected proposals, this 
committee is focused on improving 
the library without physical expan-
sion.

Already having made some reduc-
tions to the committee’s initial plan, 
Ken Best of DRA Architects told the 
council the estimate for all proposed 
renovations comes in at about a $1.5 
million cost to taxpayers.

Best said, with other cost sav-
ings and efficiency methods, the cost 
could potentially be knocked down to 
around $1.1 million.

“So that’s the net cost to the town,” 
Coventry Town Manager John 
Elsesser said. “These are very loose 
numbers.”

The committee members have 
already reported they’ve obtained a 
state library grant for up to a 50 per-

The Coventry Town Council has given the library renovation and improvement 
committee the green light to further its plans with the planning and zoning 
commission. File photoTOWN COUNCIL, Page 4
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LEBANON — Once home to American states-
man, Gen. George Washington’s Revolutionary 
War secretary, the Jonathan Trumbull Jr. House 
Museum’s ownership will be put up to voters at 
a special town meeting Monday.

The Lebanon Board of Selectmen is seeking 
voter approval to transfer the ownership of the 
museum at 780 Trumbull Highway (Route 87) 
and its endowment from the Town of Lebanon 
over to the Lebanon Historical Society.

“The town is not a museum business,” Lebanon 
First Selectman Betsy Petrie said. 

“But we are,” added Lebanon Historical 
Society President Rick Kane.

This is one of six items being voted on by tax-
payers at the special town meeting, which is slat-
ed for 7:30 p.m. in the Lyman Memorial High 
School auditorium, 917 Exeter Road/Route 207.

“We (the board of selectmen) think this is a 
good idea. The museum supports this as well,” 
Petrie said.

Kane confirmed the museum and historical 
society’s support for the change, which will 
maintain the museum that celebrates to state’s 
colonial-era governor. 

“It’s a good idea, period,” he said.
Petrie described the history of the house and its 

management within the town as “complicated.”
She went into some detail of how the town 

received the house along with its funds for oper-
ations and maintenance.

The Trumbull Jr. house was formerly owned 
by the late Frank Rockwood for several years 
until about 1977, when he remarried after being 

Lebanon 
looks to 
hand over 
museum
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WINDHAM/WILLIMANTIC — The Wind-
ham Board of Education is working to resolve 
a grievance involving approximately 30 teach-
ers hired at a salary rate higher than their 
experience level.

The Windham 
Board of Education 
reviewed the griev-
ance at its meeting 
Wednesday eve-
ning.

Windham Fed-
eration of Teachers 
President Randall 
Prose, WFT Vice 
President Elizabeth 
Prose and AFT CT 
field representa-
tive Ben Wenograd 
spoke at the meet-
ing.

Ultimately, the 
board of educa-
tion unanimously 
voted to authorize 
its legal counsel, in 
collaboration with 
the administration, 
to try to negotiate 
an amicable resolu-
tion.

The board will vote again on a final resolu-
tion in the future.

The representatives spoke about the history 
of the step placement grievance, the research 
into the issue and their recommendations to 
solve the problem.

A complaint, followed by a grievance, was 
filed in April. The human resource department 
investigated the issue and found the potentially 
impacted members.

Because of step freezes, the deletion of ini-
tial steps 1, 2 and 3 and the addition of steps 
13, 14 and 15 over previous contract cycles 
means years of experience and step placement 
were not synonymous for many long-term 
Windham teachers.

According to Randall Prose, records show 
more than 30 current teachers have been 
placed on a step higher than their experience 
level.

In addition, the contract rights of up to 80 
members have been violated by this practice.

Per the WFT contracts, “no teacher will be 
hired at a step higher than any current bargaining 
unit member with the same years of experience.” 
For example, a teacher hired in August 2018 

Teacher 
salaries 
focus of 
grievance
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LEBANON —  In addition to deter-
mining the future owner of the Jonathan 
Trumbull Jr. House, voters will decide 
Monday whether to transfer funds for 
school and recreational improvements.

The special town meeting begins at 7:30 
p.m. in the Lyman Memorial High School 
auditorium, 917 Exeter Road/Route 207.

Funds proposed to be transferred over 
from the town’s general fund balance to 
pay for these projects is all coming from 
a surplus of close to $900,000 from fiscal 
year 2018-19.

Voters will be asked to decide on the 
following six motions, with all funds being 
transferred out of town’s general fund bal-
ance:

• $200,000 for a soccer utility field at the 

Aspinall Field, 479 Exeter Road.
• $40,000 for the replacement of dug-

outs, which collapsed two years ago, at the 
Aspinall Field.

• $8,000 for drainage engineering plans 
for “field 2” at Aspinall Field.

• $75,000 to purchase a fuel tank at 
Lyman Memorial High School.

• $100,000 to the school improvement 
fund so the board of education can fund 
various improvement projects within the 
Lebanon public school system.

• A transfer of ownership of the Jonathan 
Trumbull Jr. House Museum and its endow-
ment to the Lebanon Historical Society.

The town revenue surplus is largely due 
to the board of finance’s unanticipated rev-
enue from Education Cost Sharing grant 
revenue from the state as the town received 

Lebanon is looking to give up ownership of the Jonathan Trumbull Jr. House Museum and  
let the Lebanon Historical Society take it over. Lisa Massicotte | Staff

Busy night for voters
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Records show 
more than 30 
current teachers 
have been 
placed on a step 
higher than 
their experience 
level. In 
addition, the 
contract rights 
of up to 80 
members have 
been violated by 
this practice.

BUSY NIGHT, Page 4LEBANON, Page 4


