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Calendar is published as a public service for the Chronicle’s readers.  
Listings are strictly for nonprofit groups (such as charity fundraisers, 
churches, schools, museums, libraries, etc.) to publicize their events within 
the Chronicle’s circulation area.  Organizations submitting requests should 
have no connection to businesses for profit or political affiliation.  Listings 
are limited to 40 words and should contain the name of the group, event, 
date/time, location and contact information.  Entry fees or prices will not be 
published.  Listings are subject to editing or rejection of copy.

To submit:  Email at least two weeks in advance to: calendar@
thechronicle.com or mail to: 

Calendar/the Chronicle P.O. Box 229 Willimantic 06226

Sunday       March  10

Monday       March 11

Saturday      March 9

 News in brief
Food for the soul, food for friends, food for thought….
Talk may be cheap, but talk radio 
is rich with possibilities:                                               
farms & gardens, local food 
businesses, trends & more! 
Join us on Monday evenings 
after the news with your host, 
Mary Oliver, for the best of 
Northeastern Connecticut 
on WILI 1400AM/95.3FM

Goodwin to host tour 
of local sugarhouse

HAMPTON — Take a 
sweet tour of a local sugar-
house through a field trip with 
the Goodwin State Forest’s 
Conservation Education Cen-
ter.

The center will host the trip 
to Bright Acres Farm from 
1 to 3 p.m. Saturday to see 
the evaporation process from 
sap to syrup, taste samples 
and learn how to set up a 
home operation. Registration 
in advance is required. 

For more information on 
the trip, or to register for it, 
call the center at 860-455-
9534.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS — WILLIMANTIC
Overeaters Anonymous meets at Windham Community 

Memorial Hospital, 112 Mansfield Ave., starting at 10 a.m. 
Info: 860-455-9782.

AL-ANON — WILLIMANTIC
Al-Anon meets at 9:30 a.m. at the Windham Community 

Memorial Hospital, 112 Mansfield Ave.

CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE — COVENTRY
Community supper featuring corned beef and cabbage, 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m., First Congregational Church of Coventry, 
1171 Main St. Costs, Info: 860-742-8487.

AUTHOR VISIT — ASHFORD
The Babcock Library, 25 Pompey Hollow Road, will host 
author Shawn Flynn at 11 a.m. for a reading of his work. 
Info: 860-487-4420.

MURDER MYSTERY — COVENTRY
The Coventry Lions Club will sponsor a 1980s Murder My-
stery Night from 6 to 10 p.m. at the Manchester Country Club, 
305 S. Main St., Manchester. Info, costs: 860-985-3558.

PACKING HOUSE — WILLINGTON
The EC-CHAP Acoustic Series will continue with Eric 
Sommer at the Packing House, 156 River Road, at 7 p.m. 
Info, tickets: 518-791-9474 or www.thepackinghouse.us. 

CHURCH BREAKFAST — COLUMBIA
The Columbia Congregational Church, 325 Route 87, will 
have an all you can eat breakfast from 8 to 11 a.m. For info 
call 860-228-9306.

BRIDAL SHOW — STORRS
The Eastern Connecticut Bridal Show will run from noon 
to 3 p.m. at the UConn Alumni Center, 2384 Alumni Drive. 
Tickets: Visit www.eventbrite.com. Info: Email Kelly@
bridalshowsbykelly.com.

KIDS CRAFT — WILLIMANTIC
Kids craft runs from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Willimantic 
Public Library, 905 Main St. Info: 860-465-3082.

FAMILY BINGO — LEBANON
Family bingo, 11 a.m., Jonathan Trumbull Library, 580 
Exeter Road. Info: 860-642-7763.

FARMERS MARKET — MANSFIELD
Storrs Winter Farmers Market , 3 to 5 p.m., Mansfield Public 
Library, 54 Warrenville Road. Info: 860-423-2501.

WRITERS GROUP — WILLINGTON
The Eastern Connecticut Writers Group will meet from 
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the Willington Public Library, 7 Ruby 
Road. Info, registration: 860-429-3854.

FARMERS MARKET — COVENTRY
The Coventry Winter Farmers Market runs from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at Coventry High School, 78 Ripley Hill Road. Info: 
coventrywinterfarmersmarket.com.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS — HAMPTON
AA meets at 6 p.m. at the United Church of Christ, 263 
Main St. Info: 860-455-9677 or hcc06247@gmail.com.

BREAD BOX — WILLIMANTIC
The Bread Box, 220 Valley St, will continue its Spring Music 
Series with James Montgomery & George McCann and the 
Jake Kulak Trio at 4 p.m. Tickets available at Willimantic 
Food Co-op, 91 Valley St. Info: 860-429-4220. 

KOC BREAKFAST — WILLIMANTIC
The Knights of Columbus Council 14 will have its monthly 
pancake breakfast from 8 to 11 a.m. at St. Joseph Church 
Hall, 99 Jackson St. Prices, info: 860-423-8439. 

GRINDER SALE — WINDHAM
A grinder sale will run from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the American 
Legion Post 15, 339 Bricktop Road. Info: 860-456-1404.

SOCCER EXHIBIT — WILLIMANTIC
A soccer exhibit about the Connecticut Wildcats, the state’s 
defunct team that played in the American Soccer League, 
will run from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Jillson Museum, 627 
Main St. Info: windhamhistory.org. 

YOGA — CHAPLIN
Gentle yoga for seniors runs 11 a.m. until noon at the Chaplin 
Public Library, 130 Chaplin St. Info: 860-455-9424.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS — HAMPTON
AA meets at 7 p.m. at the United Church of Christ, 263 
Main St. Info: 860-455-9677 or hcc06247@gmail.com.

HOT CHICKS WITH STICKS — LEBANON
The “Hot Chicks with Sticks” knitting group will meet at 
6:30 p.m. at the Jonathan Trumbull Library, 580 Exeter 
Road. Info: 860-642-7763.

CREATIVE WRITING CLUB — ASHFORD
A creative writing workshop starts at 4:30 p.m. at the Babcock 
Library, 25 Pompey Hollow Road. Info: 860-487-4420.

FILM SCREENING — STORRS
“1971: The Year A Few Ordinary Citizens Took on the 
F.B.I” will screen the The Storrs Unitarian Universalist 
meetinghouse, 46 Spring Hill Road.  Info: 860-428-4867.

BABY BOOKWORMS — COVENTRY
The Booth and Dimock Memorial Library, 1134 Main St., 
will host “baby bookworms” for babies from birth to 16 
months from 10:15 to 11 a.m. Info: 860-742-7606.

TODDLER TIME — COVENTRY
Story time for toddlers aged 16 months to 3 years will run 
from 11:15 a.m. to noon at the Booth and Dimock Memorial 
Library, 1134 Main St. Info: 860-742-7606.

KNITTING GROUP — WILLINGTON
Knitting group will meet from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Willington 
Public Library. Info: 860-429-3854.

EXERCISE CLASS — COVENTRY
An exercise class will start at 9:30 a.m. at the Coventry 
Senior Center, 172 Lake St. Info, fees: 860-742-3525.

KNITTING CIRCLE — WILLIMANTIC
An open knitting circle hosted by the Willimantic Public 
Library, 905 Main St., will run from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Info: 
jgavin@biblio.org/860-465-3079.

BABY RHYME THYME — FRANKLIN
The Janet Carlson Calvert Library, 5 Tyler Drive, will have 

Baby Rhyme Thyme starting at 9:45 a.m. For information 
call 860-642-6207.  

COMMUNITY CONVERSATION — LEBANON
State Senator Cathy Osten, D-Sprague, and state Rep. Linda 
Orange, D-Colchester, will lead a community conversation 
on issues in the area at the Jonathan Trumbull Library, 580 
Exeter Road, Lebanon. Info: 860-642-7763.  

GET BACK TO WORK — WILLIMANTIC
The Willimantic American Job Center, 1320 Main St., will 
run a “Get Back to Work” workshop from 1 to 3 p.m. Info, 
registration: cthires.com or 860-450-7603.

SPRING HAS SPRUNG — WILLIMANTIC
The Gallery at 34 North St. will exhibit “Spring Has Sprung” 
by photographer Dorothy Drobney from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Info: 860-942-8589.

MEMORY SCREENING — HEBRON
A free memory screening will be run from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at Colebrook Village, 55 John E. Horton Blvd. For 
information, registration: www.colebrookvillage.com or 
860-801-1114.

Tuesday      March 12

ECSU honors three with MLK Awards
DWIGHT BACHMAN
EASTERN CONNECTICUT  

STATE UNIVERSITY

WILLIMANTIC — Politi-
cal science major Morgane 
Russell, Isabel Logan, assis-
tant professor of social work; 
and Leah Ralls, president 
of the NAACP Windham/
Willimantic branch, received 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Distinguished Service Awards 
at Eastern Connecticut State 
University’s annual awards 
reception Feb. 27.

In her sophomore and junior 
years, Russell was president 
of the Black Student Union, a 
role in which she saw that she 
needed to gain more knowl-
edge of policies affecting 
minority populations. 

As a result, she changed her 
major from business admin-
istration to political science. 

Russell is currently the 
president of the campus 
NAACP chapter and an intern 
in the Connecticut General 
Assembly. 

As she gains first-hand 
experience in the legislative 
process, she is learning more 
about public policy. 

Russell aspires to serve as 
a legislative representative 
while gaining insight into 
issues affecting marginalized 
communities around her.

“Morgane is a team player 
who carries out all of her 
duties professionally and with 
high quality and distinction,” 
said Stacey Close, associate 
vice president of equity and 
diversity.

Logan’s passion for issues 
of social justice and equal-
ity began in 1996, when 
she was a social worker for 
the Connecticut Division of 
Public Defender Services 
in the New Haven Superior 
Court and Superior Court for 
Juvenile Matters at Hartford. 

In 2001, American Univer-
sity selected her to assist with 
the development of the cul-
tural competency curricula 
for drug court professionals.

Logan’s research has led 
to policy implementation and 
a continued cultural compe-
tence movement within the 
Connecticut Judicial System. 

She also assisted the 
Connecticut Court Support 
Service Division with the 
development of its cultural 

competence curriculum.
“Dr. Lo-gan’s support of 

restorative justice mirrors 
the message of Dr. King,” 
said Eunice Matthews-
Armstead, professor of social 
work and program coordi-
nator of Eastern’s Social 
Work Program. “She is an 
organizer, teacher, leader 
and consum-
mate fighter 
for justice, 
freedom and 
equality.”

Ralls is a 
social worker 
for the State of 
Connecticut, 
Public Defender Division. 

She started her career 
working in a local substance 
abuse agency helping people 
deal with homelessness, sub-
stance abuse, mental illness 
and other chronic medical 
conditions. 

She now works with the 
same population but in a 
legal environment, where the 
consequences are greater for 
clients because they are fac-
ing incarceration.

Ralls has a passion for 
advocating for those less for-
tunate in the community. 

As president of the NAACP 
Wi n d h a m / Wi l l i m a n t i c 

branch, she brings that same 
compassion and energy in 
fighting for civil rights. 

In her remarks, Ralls 
thanked members of the local 
NAACP branch for their 
activism, and said Dr. King 
had the “tenacity to help 
those who were voiceless.”

Three years ago, the branch 
was in reacti-
vation status 
and needed 
50 active 
members to 
re-establish 
operations. 

U n d e r 
Rall’s leader-

ship, the branch has grown to 
more than 120 members. 

She and branch members 
have worked hard to start 
a conversation and increase 
awareness and appreciation 
of Black History and civil 
rights in the local commu-
nity. 

“In the past two years, 
under the leadership of Mrs. 
Ralls, our NAACP Windham/
Willimantic Branch has run 
community conversations on 
race and addressed individu-
al and institutional examples 
of racism in our area with 
a combination of educa-
tion and legal action,” said 

Cassandra Martineau, uni-
versity assistant in Eastern’s
Pride Center. 

“She has worked with com-
munity leaders, schools and 
other institutions to raise 
awareness of racial dispar-
ity, helping ex-inmates find 
employment, and brought
African American History to
schools and libraries in the 
area.”

Keith Beauchamp, produc-
er of the documentary “The 
Untold Story of Emmett 
Louis Till,” delivered the 
keynote address.

“Racial issues are deeply
embedded in the American 
lifestyle,” said Beauchamp. 

He called Martin Luther 
King Jr. a “gentle warrior,” 
and said Dr. King “left us with
a vision of what this country
can become. Regardless of 
our skill set, we are obligated
to use it to uphold the legacy 
of Dr. King.”

Eastern President Elsa 
Núñez opened the ceremo-
nies, noting current racial
tensions in the nation and 
encouraging the audience to
“stand tall as Dr. King did, 
confronting every instance 
when a person or a group
people acts out their preju-
dice and bigotry.”

Leah Ralls, left, president of the NAACP Windham/Willimantic branch; Isabel Logan, 
middle front, assistant professor of social work; and political science major Morgane 
Russell, Class of 2019, right, received MLK Awards at Eastern’s annual ceremony. 
Keith Beauchamp, middle back, a documentary producer, delivered the keynote 
address. Contributed photo

Ralls has a passion 
for advocating for 
those less fortunate.


