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CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — The Demo-
cratic gubernatorial hopeful visited a 
younger demographic Tuesday when 
he stopped at Eastern Connecticut 
State University a week before elec-
tions.

Democrat Ned 
Lamont was invited to 
campus by the ECSU 
College Democrats and 
spoke to a small group 
on campus.

He spoke briefly 
about his positions on 
hot-button issues like gun control, 
tax cuts, women’s rights, job avail-
ability and universal health care.

Lamont compared himself to his 
opponent, Republican Bob Ste-
fanowski.

Stefanowski has an A+ rating from 
the NRA, according to Lamont.

“I would prefer keeping our Sandy 
Hook reforms in place,” Lamont 

said. “Look what happened at that 
synagogue. We can do better than 
that.”

During his speech, Lamont said 
tax cuts to rich families will only 
hurt college students who are just 
starting out in their careers. 

“There will be a lot less funding 
right here at Eastern. That’ll be 
reflected in your tuition,” Lamont 
said. “That’s the wrong way to go. 
We ought to be investing in educa-
tion.”

Lamont knew his crowd and was 
able to crack a few jokes between 
political ideologies. 

For example, Lamont said he 

supports former President Barack 
Obama’s universal health care plan, 
the Affordable Care Act.

After his introduction speech, stu-
dents asked questions.

Students questioned Lamont on 
his stances on undocumented immi-

grants, environmental 
protections, the opioid 
epidemic and STEM 
(science, technology, 
engineering and math) 
programs in public 
schools.

Demitra Kourtzidis, 
a member of ECSU 

College Democrats, asked Lamont 
how he will protect the “Dreamers,” 
the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals students who study at 
ECSU.

“This is a state that needs each 
and every one of these folks,” La-
mont said. “You need a governor 
that respects folks, respects the 

BRETT DONOVAN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

As a business owner him-
self, Democratic state sena-
torial hopeful John Perrier 
of Stafford Springs said he 
intends to bring his budget-
managing expertise to Hart-
ford.

He is contesting Republican 
candidate Dan Champagne 
for a seat in the 35th state 
Senate District, which is being 
left vacant by retiring state 
Sen. Anthony Guglielmo, R-
Stafford. 

The 35th Senate serves the 
towns of Ashford, Chaplin, 
Coventry, Eastford, Ellington 
(part), Hampton, Pomfret, 
Stafford, Tolland, Union, 
Vernon, Willington and 
Woodstock.

Perrier said plans to tackle 
the budget crisis and how its 
affects municipalities, among 
other issues.

“I’ve been researching a 
lot of different ways we can 

save the state hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars,” Perrier said.
“As a selectman in Stafford
Springs, one of the issues we
faced was less state funding
and I want to make sure that
doesn’t happen anymore. 

“If towns do a good job on
their budgets, the state can
uphold their promise on state
funding.”

Perrier said there’s a signif-
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With town council and 
mayoral experience under his 
belt, Republican candidate 
Dan Champagne of Vernon 
is determined to get involved 
in improving the 35th state 
Senate District.

“If there isn’t change, 
there’s going to be trouble,” 
Champagne said. “If the 
CEO of a company is fail-
ing, would you hire someone 
from the same team as that 
CEO that ran the company 
into the ground?”

The 35th Senate serves the 
towns of Ashford, Chaplin, 
Coventry, Eastford, Ellington 
(part), Hampton, Pomfret, 
Stafford, Tolland, Union, 
Vernon, Willington and 
Woodstock.

Following the announced 
retirement of state Sen. Tony 
Guglielmo, R-Stafford, who 
has held the seat for 25 years, 
Champagne said represen-

tatives from local districts 
approached him about run-
ning to fill the vacancy.

Champagne decided to 
campaign against opposing 
Democratic candidate John 
Perrier after watching what’s 
been happening in the state 
in regards to business and the 
economy.

“We’re taxing too much, 
we’re spending too much and 

ELECTION 2018

Dan Champagne

John Perrier

35th District residents will have a new senator 
Champagne wants to use 
his experience as mayor

Perrier plans to tackle 
the state’s financial crisis

CHAMPAGNE, Page 4

Dan Champagne
Name: Dan Champagne
Party: Republican
Age: 49
Hometown: Vernon
Family: Married with three 
children
Experience: Has served as 
mayor of Vernon since 2013; 
previously served on the 
Vernon Town Council for six 
years; former police officer in 
Vernon for 22 years; 
member of Connecticut 
Army National Guard for five 
years

John Perrier
Name: John Perrier
Party: Democrat
Age: 48
Hometown: Stafford Springs
Family: Married with one 
daughter
Experience: Current 
business owner; served 
on Stafford Board of 
Selectmen for two years; 
served on Stafford Board 
of Education for four years; 
served as alternate on 
Stafford Planning and Zoning 
Commission

PERRIER, Page 4

Best Gas 
Price

Shell Jackson    2.80
Shell Main   2.89
Xtra Fuels Main     2.93
Cumbys Jackson      2.94

— Gasbuddy.com

Lamont brings his 
campaign to Eastern

ELECTION 2018

See related story on Page 7.

Spooky tales of ghost encounters

Chris O’Connor, a medium and co-founder of the Eastern Connecticut 
Paranormal Society, speaks about the work the society does during a pro-
gram at Saxton B. Little Free Library in Columbia recently. Michelle Firestone | 
Staff

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

COLUMBIA — Built in 1771, 
the “Enfield Demon House” is said 
to have been the site of more than 
20 deaths, including homicides, 
suicides, bouts of illnesses and 
freak accidents.

According to Eastern Connecti-
cut Paranormal Society mem-
bers, a man who once lived at the 
home claimed he heard voices that 
prompted him to murder multiple 
people.

A voice recording obtained dur-
ing an Oct. 31, 2015, investigation 
appears to corroborate that story, 
as well as reports from the owners 

of the Enfield house, which has 
been featured on multiple televi-
sion shows.

Folks attending a special paranor-
mal program at the Saxton B. Little 
Free Library earlier this month 
heard that spine-tingling record-
ing.

Society members said they be-
lieve a voice is telling the then-
homeowner to murder people.

“Some not-very-nice spirits are 
still there,” said David Bray, who 
co-founded the Eastern Connecticut 
Paranormal Society with Chris 
O’Connor in 2016.

Bray is an empath, a person 

LAMONT, Page 4

SPINE-TINGLING, Page 4

Paranormal society members 
tell some spine-tingling stories

Gubernatorial candidate Ned Lamont takes a selfie with Eastern 
Connecticut State University senior Roland Dunham of New 
London during Lamont’s visit Tuesday. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff
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Loretta Nellie Girard (nee Squires)

 Warren Dygert Haddon

GRISWOLD
Loretta Nellie Girard (nee 

Squires) of Griswold and 
wife of Arthur E. Girard, Sr., 
passed away on October 25, 
2018. She was born on May 
1, 1938 in Coventry, CT to 
Etta Grace Squires (nee Ger-
gler) and Arthur Edmund 
Squires. 

In 1956, after graduating 
with honors (as a member of 
the National Honor Society) 
from Windham High School 
in Willimantic, CT, she was 
employed by the Univ. of 
Conn as a secretary in the 
Continuing Education Dept. 
for about 4 years. 

She met her husband to be 
during the summer session of 
1958, while he was working 
on a graduate degree. They 
were married on June 18, 
1960 at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Chapel, Storrs, CT and cel-
ebrated their 58th wedding 
anniversary this year. 

Her husband entered the US 
Army in the Chemical Corps, 
leading them to Alabama for 
two years. While in the Ala-
bama, the first and second of 
Lorettas four children (Lynn, 
and then Art Jr.) were born. 

After serving in the Army, 
her husband took a position 
with Merck Inc. in Rahway, 
NJ. They spent 2½ years 
in New Jersey before he re-
turned to school at UConn. 
Just as he was complet-
ing his graduate program at 
UConn, Loretta had a third 
child (Lisa) in the midst of a 
wicked snowstorm, just be-
fore Easter. 

When her husband com-
pleted his degree, he accepted 
a faculty position at the Univ. 
of Ct Health Center (Medi-
cal-Dental School) in Farm-
ington. They then moved to 
Enfield, CT and lived there 
for about 5 years. During that 
time Loretta had her last child 
(Andrew). 

Loretta was pretty busy be-
ing a housewife and mother 
for the first 10-15 years of 
her marriage! She always has 
been a proud mother of all of 
her children, who all com-
pleted their college degrees. 
She also had 7 grandchildren 
(3 girls and 4 boys). 

When her husband joined 
Pfizer Central Research 
in Groton CT, the couple 
moved 

to Griswold, Ct and have 
remained there since 1974. 
During this period, the kids 
were growing up and it gave 
her the opportunity to work 
outside of the home. 

She held a variety of posi-
tions including: secretary/re-
ceptionist at the rectory of St. 
Mary’s Church in Jewett City, 
CT and secretary/receptionist 
with the Ingersoll-Rand Cor-
poration in Plainfield, CT, 
and even had a short stint 
as an Avon Lady when her 
youngest kids were just be-

ginning school. 
She retired from the church 

position several years ago. In 
addition to her professional 
work, Loretta was extensive-
ly involved as a volunteer or 
supporter of several church 
and community activities too 
numerous to list. 

She always enjoyed sing-
ing and playing the piano. 
During her early years she 

participated in square danc-
ing (she was a state square 
dancing champ) and play-
ing piano at Grange social 
gatherings. At one time she 
was in the Griswold Com-
munity Chorus, performing 
with them in concerts and 
visitations to Homes for the 
Elderly and Infirmed. She 
was also in the Pfizer Sing-
ers, again performing in con-
certs and visitations. Until 
her illness, she was part of a 5 
member folk group that sings 
at Church services. In addi-
tion to music, Loretta was an 
extremely well read individ-
ual, enjoyed doing crossword 
puzzles and loved cats and all 
living things.

She accompanied her hus-
band on many domestic and 
international trips to various 
Scientific Meetings. Some of 
the International trips were 
to: England, Iceland, Nor-
way, Austria, and Germany. 
She also had a chance to visit 
many National Parks/ Memo-
rials and a good number of 
the large cities in this country 
(including cities in Hawaii). 
She frequently made a com-
ment that she had a better 
time than her husband, since 
she had more time for site 
seeing etc. 

 Loretta was the young-
est of six children and was 
predeceased by her parents, 
brothers, Stewart, Douglas, 
and Robert Squires, sister, 
Iris Perkins, brother-in-law, 
Roland Peckham, nephew, 
Richard Peckham and niece, 
Michele Girard. 

She is survived by husband, 
Arthur, sister, Beatrice Peck-
ham of Mansfield Center, CT, 
children, Lynn Gouvin (Ron), 
Arthur Jr. (Lynda), Lisa Arm-
strong, Andrew (Renate), 
and seven grandchildren: 
Michael Girard, Sarah and 
Emma Armstrong, Brian and 
Matthew Gouvin, Olivia and 
Benjamin Girard and several 
nieces and nephews. 

Visitation hours at the 
Gagne-Piechowski Funeral 
Home, 490 Voluntown Road, 
Jewett City will be from 5 
p.m.-7 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 
2. 

A Mass of the Resurrection 
will be held on Saturday, Nov. 
3. at 10 a.m., in St. Mary’s 
Church, Jewett City, CT. 
Burial will follow at Pachaug 
Cemetery, Griswold. For on-
line condolences please go to 
www.gagnepiechowski.com 

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily request that donations be 
made in her name to: Center 
for Hospice Care Southeast-
ern Connecticut, Inc., 227 
Dunham St., Norwich, CT 
06360 or a charity of the do-
nors choice. A celebration of 
Lorettas life will be held at a 
later date; persons wishing to 
attend, please contact a fam-
ily member.

William John Newman
SCOTLAND

William John Newman, 74, 
of Scotland, CT, passed away 
October 25, 2018 at Brook-
dale Buckingham in Glaston-
bury.

Bill was born July 31, 1944 
in Hartford, the son of the 
late William Earl and Alice 
(Bowers) Newman.

He married the late, Leslie 
(Odess) Newman November 
28, 1992 in Scotland CT. She 
passed away June 14, 2014.

Bill served in the United 
States Airforce and was a 
Vietnam Veteran.

A beloved family man 
with an infectious smile, Bill 
loved life and believed in liv-
ing every day to its fullest. 
He was known as Scarecrow 
Man and was a member of 
the Scotland Historical So-
ciety. A self -taught musi-
cian, Bill had an infinite love 
of music and singing. Of his 
many hobbies and interests, 
traveling, the outdoors and 
tinkering in his garage were 
among his favorites. 

Bill was very involved 
with Alcoholics Anonymous, 
through which he began his 
sobriety in 1985.

Bill’s family would like to 
thank the caring and com-
mitted staff at Brookdale 
Buckingham in Glastonbury 
and VITAS Hospice for their 
compassionate care.

Bill is survived by his step- 

daughter, Lisa Fuller and 
husband, Roger of Bozrah, 
step son, John Campbell and 
wife, Bevin of Montrose, CO, 
daughters, Shannon New-
man and husband, Daniel 
LaClair of Ferrisburgh, VT, 
Heather Regan and husband, 
Shawn of North Port, FL, by 
his brother, Earl Newman of 
Greencastle, PA and by his 
grandchildren, Rachel, Silas, 
John and Raven Duke, Ash-
ley and Kelsey Fuller, Arlo 
and Stella Campbell, great 
grandson, Erik Preston, by 
sister-in-law, Colleen New-
man and by many nieces and 
nephews.

In addition to his wife and 
parents, Bill was predeceased 
by his brother, Andy New-
man, sisters, Shirley Barrett, 
Andrea Hassett and Fran 
Bradley.

A Funeral Service will be 
held Saturday, November 3, 
2018 at the Church and Allen 
Funeral Home, 136 Sachem 
St. Norwich, at 11 a.m. Burial 
will be private for Bills fam-
ily.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations in Bills mem-
ory may be made to Cure 
Alzheimers Fund, 34 Wash-
ington St., Suite 200, Welles-
ley Hills MA 02481.

The Church and Allen Fu-
neral Home, is entrusted with 
arrangements.

Ode to Ellie Trainer
Our Ellie is not here in body, but her spirit of life is here to
stay, The impact she made while on earth is external and

now she has risen above the fray. Whether lending a hand or
a listening ear, Ellie’s encouraging smile always drew others

near. Her jokes and her laughter, they healed the wounded
soul, Making somebody’s day was her ultimate goal.
She had an “open door policy” when it came to doing 

puzzles and sharing treats, Getting “Miss Puck” to cooper-
ate, now that was a major feat! With a barrette in her hair 

and a skip in her step, Ellie lived life with both passion and 
pep. Square dancing, food service, ministry and the Grange, 
Nitas, McDonalds, and First Church for a change, Commited 
and wiling, she did all she can do, Faithful wife, friend and 

mother (and staunch Republican, too) Ellie Mae, we
sure miss you, but your memory lives on, Every time

we eat pancakes, or hear a country song. When we cook
up a “Western” we’ll be thinking of you, As the leaves
change their color, and elections are due. But God is

true to his Word, so we’ll be brave and stand tall,
Cause we’ll all meet again, see you soon, Doll
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HATHAM, NY
SCOTLAND, CT

Warren Dygert Haddon, 
81, died October 17 of heart 
failure after being in Hos-
pice care at home for eight 
months. Genia/Corrie his be-
loved wife of 57 years was 
his primary caregiver during 
this time and at his side when 
he expired.

Born September 19, 1937 
to William P. Haddon and 
Eleanor (Dygert) Haddon, 
he was a graduate of Boon-
ton (NJ) High School; was 
awarded a B.S degree in Me-
chanical Engineering via the 
co-op program of Northeast-
ern University; and the M.S. 
in Civil Engineering at the 
University of Connecticut. 
Following five years working 
for the U.S. Army as a civil-
ian, he was employed by Pratt 
& Whitney Aircraft in East 
Hartford, Connecticut where 
he worked for 32 years, 27 of 
them in a managerial capac-
ity with some assignments in 
Germany, France, Holland, 
and Canada. Self-educated in 
computer science, during the 
last five years of his profes-
sional career he was respon-
sible for computer training 
of the entire staff within his 
work setting.

Ren was devoted to his 
family, and drew joy from 
living a life of service. He 
keenly appreciated all aspects 
of Nature, enjoying garden-
ing, camping, and woodland 
walks.

Ren provided civic lead-
ership in each of his home-
towns, notably the Scotland 
(Connecticut) Library Board 
for over 20 years; charter Di-
rector of that towns Highland 
Festival Association; official 
Election Moderator.

In June 1961 Ren married 
Corrie L. Triewth (AKA Ge-
nia Pauli Haddon.) In 2012 
Ren and Corrie became In-
dependent Living residents 
of Camphill Ghent Elders in 
Community in Chatham, NY. 
A Sendabration Gathering to 
Celebrate his life and give 
him a Send-off into what-
comes-next was held there 
following cremation.

Ren’s friendly and upbeat 
smile will be missed by all 
who knew him.

Survivors include: wife, 
Genia/Corrie Triewth. daugh-
ter, Carmen Maciarello. son, 
Chris Haddon. sisters, Trud-
ieBeth (Haddon) Wanchow 
and Sharon (Haddon) Ande-
lora.

we’re borrowing too much,” 
Champagne said. “Our busi-
nesses are in trouble too. 
Small businesses are leav-
ing and large businesses are 
leaving.”

Important issues for Cham-
pagne include the state’s edu-
cation system and the lack of 
municipal aid from the state.

“We need to support edu-
cation and we have an excel-
lent education system in 
our state,” Champagne said. 
“Democrats wanted to cut 
millions from education. We 
have high-quality education 
throughout the country so 
when we start shortchanging 
it, the state is going to run 
into problems. By problems, 
I mean the deterioration of 
our economy.”

Elected as a part-time 
mayor for a two-year term, 
Champagne said he intends 
to finish the mayoral term 
Vernon voters elected him 
to.

“My opponent is trying to 
say I should not have two 
part-time positions, but I 

would not be the only one 
who runs a town and has 
a state-elected position,” 
Champagne said. “Most leg-
islators have a full-time job 
as well as the part-time legis-
lative position.”

Additionally, Champagne 
cites the crumbling concrete 
foundation crisis and public 
safety as other top priorities.

He also noted the lack of 
prosecution and the closing 
of prisons as contributing fac-
tors for putting career crimi-
nals back on the streets.

With political and public 
safety experience to bring to 
the table, Champagne said he 
is confident he can make a 
difference as a state senator.

“I didn’t get into this for any 
title or money,” Champagne 
said. “I did it to get involved. 
We want to be the state peo-
ple want to move to, and 
people are being financially 
forced to leave. 

“We have friends and fam-
ily leaving our state right 
now.”

Follow Brett Donovan on 
Twitter - @BDonovanTC.

icant number of small-busi-
ness owners and employees 
in Connecticut that need to 
be reached.

According to the U.S. Small 
Business Administration, 
small businesses in the state 
employed 735,788 people 
or approximately 49 percent 
of the private workforce in 
2015.

“What I’m working on is 
trying to get all small busi-
nesses into the buying power 
of state health care insur-
ance,” Perrier said. “If we 
can get them involved, it will 
give us much more power to 
negotiate for a lower health 
care cost.”

On a local level, Perrier 
said he believes the crum-
bling concrete foundation 
crisis is not being addressed 
properly.

The problem is attributed 
to a mineral found in area 
concrete produced in the 
1980s and 1990s. 

It is leading to foundations 
cracking and crumbling, re-
quiring the homeowner to 

pay as much as the house 
costs for repairs.

“Right now, we’re not 
receiving any federal fund-
ing,” Perrier said. “What we 
need to do is have our gov-
ernor claim this as a national 
disaster. 

“There’s about 30,000-plus 
homes suffering in about 32 
towns. If he claims a national 
disaster, which he can, they 
we may be able to receive 
federal funding.”

An issue identified by other 
local candidates as well, the 
state faces a project budget 
deficit of over $2 billion in 
the coming year.

Perrier describes the bud-
get as “very unpredictable” 
right now.

“We don’t really know what 
we’re getting for tax reve-
nue,” Perrier said. “That will 
ultimately make decisions as 
to whether state funding will 
continue to the towns in the 
35th District. 

“We need to save our towns 
from reduced state aid.”

Follow Brett Donovan on 
Twitter - @BDonovanTC.

Continued from Page 1

Perrier plans to tackle 
state’s financial crisis

Continued from Page 1

Champagne would use  
his mayoral experience

with the paranormal ability 
to apprehend the mental or 
emotional state of another 
individual. 

“The activity has started 
again, as far as we know,” 
he said.

The library program took 
place on a rainy night in 
Columbia, seemingly appro-
priate weather given the 
topic.

According to the society’s 
website, the owners of the 
Enfield Demon House claim 
they have been plagued by a 
demonic presence since they 
bought the home in 2006.

“Our goal is to assist the 
clients, not the spirits,” said 
O’Connor, who describes 
himself as a psychic medium. 
He said like the living, spirits 

have free will. 
“Bottom line is if you have 

a spirited house, it’s your 
house,” O’Connor said. “You 
set the rules.” 

Members of the society 
have, at times, asked spirits 
to leave the place where they 
were conducting an investi-
gation.

Bray said he has known 
other empaths who have gone 
to the Enfield Demon House 
and can’t stay there for more 
than two hours or so because 
the energy is “so heavy.”

Bray said spirits in the 
Enfield Demon House called 
him and O’Connor some 
“pretty vulgar names.”

Another notable location 
the team has done an inves-
tigation at is Captain Grant’s 
Inn in Preston, which was 

built in 1754 and is listed 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

During the program, soci-
ety members showed a pho-
tograph of several people, 
including them, at the inn, 
with what they believe is 
the deceased Capt. William 
Grant’s spirit.

“We tried everything,” 
O’Connor said. “We just 
could not debunk it.” 

The inn owner, Carol 
Matsumoto, is a psychic who 
wrote a book, “The Ghosts 
of Captain Grant’s Inn: True 
Stories from a Haunted 
Connecticut Inn” about her 
experiences there.

During the program, soci-
ety members spoke about the 
process they undergo when 
conducting an investigation.

During investigations, he
directs other society mem-
bers to spots where he dis-
covers paranormal activity.

Society members use dif-
ferent types of equipment to
investigate reports of para-
normal activity at houses and
other locations, which they 
do for free. In addition to
voice recordings, they take 
photographs and videos at
the locations they visit.

The society’s website, www.
easternctparanormal.com, 
includes more information 
about their work. To sched-
ule an appointment, con-
tact the society by e-mail 
at EasternCTparanormal@
gmail.com. The society con-
ducts investigations for free.

Follow Michelle Firestone 
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

Spine-tingling tales of ghost encounters
Continued from Page 1

Dreamers.”
After the event, ECSU 

College Democrats President 
Alex Thompson said he was 
glad the Democrats and La-
mont were able to make the 
event happen.

“Everything he says, you 
can tell it’s from the heart,” 

Thompson said. “He plans 
to put Connecticut first and 
make people want to live here 
and want to work here.”

Besides students and 
ECSU faculty, communi-
ty members like state Rep. 
Gregg Haddad, D-Mansfield, 
state Rep. Susan Johnson, D-
Willimantic, and state Sen. 

Mae Flexer, D-Danielson, 
attended.

Eastern President Elsa Nú-
ñez thanked Lamont for visit-
ing the Willimantic campus.

“Ned is here in eastern 
Connecticut,” Núñez said. 
“Candidates go to western 
Connecticut and to the cen-
tral part of the state. 

“Very few candidates take 
the time to come to eastern
Connecticut to talk to us as 
voters.”

Before Lamont spoke, 
Thompson said Eastern does
not endorse Lamont and the
university is nonpartisan.

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

Lamont brings campaign to Eastern
Continued from Page 1
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