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BRETT DONOVAN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

Incumbent state Rep. Sam 
Belsito, R-Tolland, is deter-
mined to retain his position 
this upcoming election cycle 
and tackle issues facing both 
the 53rd House District and 
the state.

Belsito was elected to his 
first term in a special elec-
tion in June 2013 and sworn 
into office June 19, when for-
mer state Rep. Bryan Hulburt 
resigned from the position 
and accepted a federal agri-
culture job.

Belsito became the first 
Republican in 40 years to re-
present the district — a seat 
once held by Lt. Gov. Nancy 
Wyman — and was subse-
quently re-elected to serve a 
second full term in 2016.

“I was determined to win,” 
Belsito said. “Republicans 
had run in the past, but 
haven’t won, so that itself is 
a feat.”

For Belsito, the issue of 
crumbling concrete founda-
tions in the district is one that 

requires immediate attention.
“We have so many people 

that are getting really hurt by 
it,” Belsito said. “It’s going to 
cost billions to fix it. There 
aren’t enough resources and 
we need to get FEMA (Federal 
Emergency Management Ag-
ency) to work with us.”

He cited a quote from Ben 
Carson, secretary of the U.S. 

ELECTION 2018

Sam Belsito

Patricia Wilson Pheanious

53rd hopefuls say they must work together
Belsito looks to put end
to state’s overspending

Pheanious wants to
focus on several issues

BRETT DONOVAN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

With a focus on redefin-
ing representation in the state 
House, Democratic candidate 
Patricia Wilson Pheanious 
hopes to bring inclusiveness 
and collaboration to the 53rd 
House District.

“This isn’t about winning 
anything,” Pheanious said. 
“It’s about what we can col-
lectively do as Americans.”

Pheanious is running ag-
ainst incumbent state Rep. 
Sam Belsito, R-Tolland, who 
has served Ashford, Willing-
ton and Tolland since 2013.

A former state Department 
of Social Services commis-
sioner from 1999 to 2007, 
she was distressed by the 
divisiveness in the language 
and behavior of politicians 
and ultimately decided to 
come out of retirement to 
campaign.

“I was offended by the 
fact that my representative 
only seemed to be represent-
ing one group of people,” 
Pheanious said. “Whoever 

holds this district has to
represent the whole district
whether they’re a Democrat,
Republican, Green Party,
Independent.”

She mentioned sever-
al issues that face the dis-
trict — namely health care
access, a mental health crisis

Sam Belsito
Name: Sam Belsito
Party: Republican
Age: 76
Hometown: Tolland
Family: Married with three 
children and eight 
grandchildren
Experience: Has served as 
state representative since 
2013; member of the 
legislature’s appropriations, 
education and planning 
and development 
committees; business owner 
for 44 years; served on 
Tolland Town Council for two 
years; served as first lieu-
tenant in the Army National 
Guard in Massachusetts and 
Connecticut

Patricia Wilson
Pheanious

Name: Patricia Wilson 
Pheanious
Party: Democrat
Age: 68
Hometown: Ashford
Family: Married with one 
son
Experience: Former director 
of human services in Denver, 
Colo., from 2008 to 2011; 
former commissioner of the 
state Department of Social 
Services from 1999 to 2007; 
statewide director of the 
state Department of Children 
and Youth Services (now the 
state Department of Children 
and Families); former social 
work professor at the 
University of St. Joseph in 
West Hartford
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Coderre’s 
past heats 
up 29th race
Has faced domestic violence charges

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

A Putnam Republican run-
ning opposite a domestic 
violence prevention advocate 
has had four domestic vio-
lence arrests against him.

David Coderre is running 
for the 29th Senate District 
against Democrat incumbent 
state Sen. Mae Flexer, D-
Danielson.

News broke Friday that 
Coderre was arrested twice 
for disorderly conduct and 
once for violating a restrain-
ing order in 2011, and once 
for willful trespassing at the 
Rhode Island home of his ex-
wife in May 2017. 

The Connecticut arrests 
were erased after Coderre 
completed a court-mandated 
family violence program and 
the Rhode Island arrest was 
dismissed in the 3rd District 
Court in Warwick, R.I., in 
June 2017.

When reached Friday eve-
ning, Coderre discussed his 
past.

“It was a messy divorce 
with my children involved. I 
didn’t want to lose my paren-
tal rights,” Coderre said. “All 
these charges were taken care 
of. There was never a convic-
tion or a trial.”

Coderre said 50 percent 
of the population has gone 
through a divorce and “none 
of them are real pretty.” 

Coderre said, although he 
has not publicized his arrests 
on the campaign trail, he has 
never attempted to hide his 
past either.

“I never professed to be 
perfect and nobody is,”
Coderre said. “But me stand-
ing up and talking for an hour
about a personal divorce is
not an issue in this campaign
that people want to hear.”

Coderre said his opponent, 
Flexer,  is publicizing this is-
sue in an act of what he calls

GOP 29th State Senate 
hopeful David Coderre.

State Sen. Mae Flexer, D-
Danielson.

Eastern Connecticut State University Biology Professor Matthew Graham holds a camel spider in his office recent-
ly. Below, Graham discusses the importance of studying the scary looking arachnids, which actually are not spi-
ders at all. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Hair-raising research at ECSU
Camel spiders may be an environmental tipster

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — A little-
known, eight-legged critter may 
play a key role in helping Eastern 
Connecticut State University re-
searchers analyze the effect of cli-
mate change on desert environ-
ments.

But those researchers better not 
have arachnophobia.

These arachnids are not pretty 
and, even dead, they can still make 
the hearts of those who fear spiders 
palpitate.

ECSU is the recipient of a major 
grant from the National Science 
Foundation to fund research on 
camel spiders.

The four-year, $500,000 grant 
will develop young scientists and 
contribute to the understanding of 
climate change in deserts.

The project is being led by biol-
ogy professor Matthew Graham.

Students in Graham’s lab at 

Eastern, the Denver Museum 
of Nature and Science and the 
University of Colorado will col-
laborate to study the arachnids.

“We’re trying to get an under-
standing of how desert ecosys-
tems respond to climate change,” 
Graham said. “Then we can better 
mitigate and figure out where the 
hotspots are and where we’re going 
to lose the most diversity.”

The project is just kicking off, 
but Graham is already analyzing 
some camel spiders in his office 
at Eastern.

His camel spiders are preserved 
in ethanol and are dead.

In fact, the spiders are notori-
ously difficult to find, collect and 
keep in captivity.

While camel spiders do have 
eight legs and are arachnids, they 
aren’t actually “spiders” at all.

Instead, they are another type of 
arachnid called solifuges. 

CAMEL SPIDERS, Page 4 CODERRE’S PAST, Page 4
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Trump supporter charged in bomb plot
Elizabeth Betty (McGillicuddy) Davoll

NORTH WINDHAM
Elizabeth Betty (McGil-

licuddy) Davoll, 83, of North 
Windham, wife of the late 
Wilbert Bert Davoll, died 
Thursday October 25, at 
Hartford Hospital. She was 
born on April 8, 1935 in Wil-
limantic to the late Edwin and 
Stella McGillicuddy. Betty 
was the kitchen manager for 
St. Mary’s and St. Joseph 
school in Willimantic, CT for 
many years. 

Her passion was spending 
time with friends and fam-
ily. She will be remembered 
for her cornpotato chowder 
served after the Easter Road 
Race. 

She will always be remem-
bered for her laugh, smile and 
big hugs. 

Betty is survived by a son, 

Timothy Davoll, and his 
wife, Jill of East Hampton, a 
daughter, Suzanne McMahon 
and her husband, Craig of 
North Windham, two grand-
children, Dylan and Devin 
McMahon of North Wind-
ham; a brother, Michael Mc-
Gillicuddy and his wife, Terri 
of Canterbury, a sister, Mary 
Curtis of Willimantic as well 
as several nieces and neph-
ews. 

Her family will receive 
relatives and friends on 
Monday, October 29, 2018 
between 5:00 p.m. And 7:00 
p.m. at Potter Funeral Home 
456 Jackson St. (Rte 195) 
Willimantic. 

Her Funeral Mass will 
be celebrated on Tuesday 
at 10:00 a.m. at St. Joseph 
Church, 99 Jackson St., Wil-
limantic, with assembly in 
the church parking lot at 9:45 
a.m.. Interment will then take 
place in Mansfield Center 
Cemetery. 

For those who desire to 
make a memorial donation in 
memory of Betty, donations 
are suggested to St. Joseph 
Church, 99 Jackson St., Wil-
limantic, CT 06226. 

For an online memorial 
guestbook please visit www.
potterfuneralhome.com.

Ellen A. Gustafson

NORTH WINDHAM
Ellen A. Gustafson passed 

away peacefully on Saturday 
October 20, 2018 surrounded 
by family members. Born 
February 10, 1965, Ellen 
grew up in southeastern Mas-
sachusetts, graduated Whit-
man-Hanson High School in 
1983, married Curt Gustafson 
in 1990 and moved to North 
Windham in 1991 where she 
made her home and raised 
her family. 

Ellen pursued several in-
terests throughout her profes-
sional career, working in mu-
nicipal offices, advertising, 
banking, education, and en-
vironmental consulting. She 
was a fitness instructor and 
an accomplished cake baker, 
creating memorable treats for 
friends and family on all oc-
casions. She enjoyed the out-
doors, particularly the beach 
and mountains, and was an 
avid lover of dance, music 

and shopping excursions to 
the Christmas Tree Shops. 
Ellen especially loved her 
work in the Windham School 
system where she brought 
joy and smiles to her kids. 
Always active in the commu-
nity, she served in multiple 
leadership and administrative 
roles with the PTA and FFA.

She is survived by her 
husband, Curt and their two 
children, Nicholas and Elise, 
and her beloved, Rosie. She 
is also survived by her broth-
er, Arnold Johnson and his 
wife, Debra; sister, Tina and 
brother-in-law, Jay Donovan; 
and several nieces, nephews, 
cousins and many friends. 
She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Melvin and Bev-
erly Johnson, and her Aunt 
Kay.

Ellens family wishes to ex-
tend their sincere apprecia-
tion to Ellens community of 
friends for all their love and 
support.

Calling hours are sched-
uled for Tuesday October 30, 
2018 from 4 to 7 p.m. at Pot-
ters Funeral Home, 456 Jack-
son Street in Willimantic. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a donation in Ellens 
memory to the Dana Farber 
Cancer Institute at http://
www.myjimmyfundpage.
org/give/ellengustafson. On-
line guestbook located at 
www.potterfuneralhome.
com.

Raymond J. Gadoury

WILLIMANTIC
Raymond J. Gadoury, Sr., 

88, of Lakeland, FL passed 
away on Thursday, October 
25, 2018, at his residence. 

Raymond was born May 16, 
1930, in Willimantic, CT 
to Donat and Alexandrina 
Gadoury and has resided in 
Lakeland since 1987.

Raymond is survived by his 
wife, Kathryn Gadoury; sons, 
Raymond J. Gadoury, Jr. and 
Kristian Gadoury; daughters, 
Lianne Soucy and Cheryl 
Preston; grandchildren, Ryan 
Soucy, Tyler Soucy and Evan 
Gadoury.

No formal services are 
scheduled at this time.

Fond memories and ex-
pressions of sympathy may 
be shared at: Lakelandfuner-
alhome.com.

Solifuges don’t have venom or make 
silk webs. However, they do have large 
jaw-like appendages to grab their prey.

During the project, students will col-
lect DNA data from spiders in the 
American Southwest to learn about the 
spider’s evolutionary history.

Graham said Eastern students have 
developed a new technique to collect 
many more spiders than before.

“After sequencing, we’re going to 

have tons of DNA data,” said Graham. 
“We hope to team up with our math 
department and use bioinformatics to 
analyze all this data. Patterns in this 
DNA will show how populations of 
these desert animals have responded to 
climate change.”

Graham said desert environments are 
predicted to undergo one of the most 
dramatic climatic changes in the next 
century or so. 

The researchers can look at how spe-
cies have reacted to climate change and 

may react to future climate change.
Working with creepy crawlies is noth-

ing new to Graham. He previously ana-
lyzed bacteria found in the abdomens of 
scorpions for its ability to develop new
kinds of antibiotics.  They were alive.

“This is somewhat new to me. I’m 
actually a scorpion expert, but scor-
pions are arachnids just like these,” 
Graham said. “I like studying camel 
spiders because so little is known.”

Follow Claire Galvin on Twitter - @
CGalvinTC.

Continued from Page 1

Camel spiders key to research project at ECSU

in regards to the opioid cri-
sis, and lack of transportation 
services for senior citizens 
— but she places crumbling 
concrete foundations at the 
top of the list.

Additionally, maintaining 
educational excellence is 
also important to Pheanious’ 
platform. “(Our education) 
is one of the reasons peo-
ple move to this district and 
it’s being chipped away at 

each year,” Pheanious said. 
“Teachers are the people who 
support our futures. If we are 
going to pull the rug out from 
under them, it compromises 
the future of our children.”

This tied in with a major 
state issue in Pheanious’ 
eyes, which is the manage-
ment of the state budget and 
the “horrible state” of teacher 
pensions.

“I don’t think we can tax or 
cut our way through the prob-

lems we have,” Pheanious 
said. “We have to use the 
money we have more effec-
tively, and for me that’s 
looking at prevention before 
intervention.”

Pheanious hopes to be the 
force that brings everyone 
together through the act of 
representation and look at 
what’s in the best interest of 
everyone.

“We all have to think of 
ways to work together for 

the good of this state and for 
the good of this country,” 
Pheanious said. “That only
happens when we talk togeth-
er, when we struggle with
these issues together, when 
we listen to each other and
when we have a consensus on
the limited amount of money
available to us. We can’t pit 
one against the other, we have
to think as a whole.”

Follow Brett Donovan on
Twitter - @BDonovanTC.

Pheanious looks to unseat GOP incumbent
Continued from Page 1

Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, during 
his visit to a Willington home 
suffering from foundation 
damage last June as words 
that resonated with him.

“If we decide to work 
together, we can get this 
done,” Carson told U.S. and 
state officials. 

“We all should care about 
our neighbors. If we adopt 

that feeling of caring, we can 
do it.

“The key there is that we 
work together,” Belsito reit-
erated.

On a statewide level, Belsito 
sees Connecticut as having a 
spending issue rather than a 
revenue issue and indicates 
the need for making efficient 
changes.

“As far as overspending, 
we have to look at every-
thing from the governor right 

on down, (including) sala-
ries, what benefits (employ-
ees) get, mileage reimburse-
ments,” Belsito said. “We 
also have a pension plan that 
needs to be changed.”

With Connecticut appro-
aching a projected defi-
cit of more than $2 billion, 
Belsito believes the state will 
be in serious trouble if con-
trolled spending led by the 
Democratic party were to 
continue.

“We’re coming up on a
$2.3 billion deficit,” Belsito
said. 

“That doesn’t speak too
well to the way that we’re
working our government and
the Democrats have been
in charge of our controlled 
spending. If we’re going to
straighten out the state, we’re
going to have to straighten
out our spending.”

Follow Brett Donovan on
Twitter - @BDonovanTC.

Continued from Page 1

Belsito wants more time representing 53rd

 News in brief

Final Willimantic Farmers Market is cancelled

WILLIMANTIC — The last Willimantic Farmers Market 
of 2018, which was scheduled to be held today, was canceled 
due to the weather forecast. 

The area is expected to get heavy rain today. 
The market is held at Jillson Square from 8 a.m. to noon on 

Saturdays from May through October. 
As a result of Saturday’s cancellation, the next market will 

take place in May 2019.

Crash snarls traffic on Route 66 in Columbia

COLUMBIA — Traffic was snarled all day after an acci-
dent on Route 66 Friday morning.

According to a post on the Columbia Resident Trooper’s 
Facebook page, an Eversource Energy truck broke down, 
causing the extended lane closures on Route 66 by Route 87. 
The accident involved one vehicle hitting a pole at 3:29 a.m. 

“dirty politics.”
“This is obviously an attempt by 

my opponent to sully my reputation,” 
Coderre said. “She’s clearly trying to 
distract people from the state economy 
and her voting record.”

Flexer has strongly advocated for 
domestic violence victims during her 
two terms in the state senate.

She could not be reached for comment 
Friday evening, but previously told The 
Hartford Courant Coderre’s record is 
“incredibly troubling.”

“In my eyes… his refusal to take 
responsibility for his actions shows his 
true character,” Flexer said. “Domestic 
violence is all too common in our soci-

ety and has been accepted for far too 
long.”

Copies of Coderre’s three Connecticut 
arrests were sent anonymously to The 
Hartford Courant.

According to the Courant, his ex-wife 
swore in an affidavit there was physi-
cal, mental and emotional abuse over a 
three- to four-week period.

Coderre denies these allegations and 
said the state’s attorney said in the con-
clusion of the case there was never any 
accusations of domestic violence.

He and his ex-wife had to take court-
mandated co-parenting therapy courses 
together, Coderre told the Chronicle 
Friday night.

“It’s a shame that this is an issue in the 
campaign because every issue was com-

pletely resolved with the courts’ sat-
isfaction,” Coderre said. “The records
were technically expunged.”

The 29th Senate encompasses the
towns of Brooklyn, Canterbury,
Killingly, Mansfield, Putnam, Scotland,
Thompson and Windham. 

Coderre and Flexer have yet to debate 
publicly in Windham or Mansfield, the
two biggest towns in the 29th Senate 
District.  

A debate was originally scheduled last 
week, although the event fell through
because Flexer was unable to attend.

This story also includes reports from 
The Hartford Courant via the Tribune 
Content Agency.

Follow Claire Galvin on Twitter - @
CGalvinTC.

Continued from Page 1

Coderre’s past heats up 29th Senate race

MICHAEL BIESECKER 
AND STEPHEN BRAUN

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Cesar 
Sayoc is an amateur body 
builder and former male 
stripper, a loner with a long 
arrest record who showed 
little interest in politics until 
Donald Trump came along.

On Friday, he was iden-
tified by authorities as the 
Florida man who put pipe 
bombs in small manila enve-
lopes, affixed six stamps and 
sent them to some of Trump’s 
most prominent critics.

Records show Sayoc, 56, 
of Aventura, Fla., has a his-
tory of financial problems 
and extensive record of past 
arrests, including a stint 
served on probation for mak-
ing a bomb threat. 

He was born in New York 
City and attended college in 
North Carolina before mov-
ing to the Miami suburbs in 
the late 1980s.

Florida voter records show 
he first registered in March 
2016 as a Republican and cast 
a ballot in that November’s 
heated presidential election. 

Sayoc’s social media 
accounts are peppered with 
memes supporting Trump, 
denigrating Democrats, and 
promoting conspiracy theo-
ries about George Soros, the 
billionaire political donor 
who was the first targeted this 
week by a package bomb.

Sayoc has also tweeted and 
posted on Facebook videos 

that appear to show him at 
Trump rallies.

At the auto parts store in 
Plantation, Fla., where Sayoc 
was taken swarmed by offi-
cers and arrested on Friday, 
authorities towed away a 
white van covered with stick-
ers supporting Trump and 
criticizing media outlets that 
included CNN, the news 
channel also targeted by a 
mail bomb this week.

“I know the guy is a luna-
tic,” said Lenny Altieri, 
Sayoc’s cousin, told The 
Associated Press on Friday. 
“He has been a loner.” 

He confirmed that Sayoc 
had been a stripper.

Court records in Florida 
show Sayoc was arrested in 
2002 and served a year of 

probation for a felony charge 
of threatening to throw or 
place a bomb. 

Court records available 
online did not immediately 
provide further details about 
the case, but his lawyer in 
the case told The Associated 
Press the case involved a 
heated conversation with a 
Florida utility representative.

Ronald Lowy, a Miami 
attorney, said Sayoc became 
frustrated about a lack of 
service and told a Florida 
Power and Light employee 
“something to the effect that 
you’re not taking care of my 
problem and I bet you would 
if I threw a bomb at you.” 

Lowy said Sayoc showed 
no ability at the time to back 
up his threat with any bomb-
making expertise.

The lawyer went on to 
describe Sayoc as “a con-
fused man who had trouble 
controlling his emotions.”

Florida records show Sayoc 
was also convicted in 2014 for 
grand theft and misdemeanor 
theft of less than $300, and in 
2013 for battery. 

In 2004, he faced several 
felony charges for unlaw-
ful possession of a synthetic 
anabolic steroid often used to 
help build muscles. 

He also had several arrests 
for theft in the 1990s and 
faced a felony charge for 
obtaining fraudulent refunds 
and a misdemeanor count of 
tampering with physical evi-
dence.

Lowy said he recalled that
Sayoc also had a run-in with 
authorities over possession of
steroids and another case in 
Broward County where he
was charged with possessing 
a fake driver’s license after
altering his birthdate to make 
him appear younger.

“His mind doesn’t seem to 
operate like most peoples’,”
Lowy said. “It shows in his
anger, his emotion and his 
behavior.”

Lowy said Sayoc displayed 
no political leanings at the 
time except for plastering a 
vehicle he owned with Native 
American signs. 

Lowy said Sayoc told
him his father was Native 
American.

More recently, Sayoc 
described himself on social
media as being affiliated
with the Seminole Warriors
boxing club.

However, his cousin said
Sayoc’s mother was Italian
and his biological father was 
Filipino, and his parents sep-
arated when he was a young 
boy. 

Records also suggest he 
also had recent financial 
problems, including losing 
his home in foreclosure in 
2009 and filling for Chapter 
7 bankruptcy protection in
2012.

In June, he praised Trump
in a birthday message saying: 
“Happy Birthday President
Donald J. Trump the greatest
result President ever.”

In this undated photo 
released by the Broward 
County Sheriff’s office, 
Cesar Sayoc is seen in a 
booking photo, in Miami. 
AP
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