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Lotteries
FRIDAY

Mid-Day 3: 1-7-3
Mid-Day 4: 0-5-6-5

Play 3: 1-0-0
Play 4: 9-3-0-5

Cash 5: 6-18-19-24-35
Lotto: 1-2-16-19-28-30

Mega Millions
33-36-63-68-69/16

SATURDAY
Mid-Day 3: 1-8-4

Mid-Day 4: 8-3-7-4
Play 3: 5-8-0

Play 4: 2-9-8-8
Cash 5: 1-2-18-23-30

Powerball
6-8-20-52-68/5

SUNDAY
Mid-Day 3: 4-5-6

Mid-Day 4: 8-4-8-0
Play 3: 6-9-5

Play 4: 9-3-0-9
Cash 5: 2-4-11-14-16

EKATERINE TCHELIDZE
SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

WILLIMANTIC — An over-
whelming sense of community 
togetherness prevailed in Willi-
mantic Sunday as more than 300 
people gathered to walk and sup-
port less fortunate neighbors.

The 26th annual Walk for 
Warmth fundraiser, organized by 
Windham Area Interfaith Ministry 
(WAIM), kicked off at 1:30 p.m. 
with an interfaith service at St. 
Joseph Church on Jackson Street.

It also reminded people of what 
it means to be a good neighbor 
and inspired others to do good 
and be grateful.

WAIM is a Willimantic-based 
regional nonprofit that helps low-
income individuals with clothing, 
household goods and other forms 
of assistance.

As the service went on, attend-
ees joined in praying and singing 
together as one, recognizing unity 
despite their differences. 

“We have such a strong inter-
faith presence and it is stronger 
now than ever before,” said WAIM 
Director Victoria Nimirowski.

The event continued with a 2-
mile walk to raise money for 
the organization’s 2018 Energy 
Assistance Program, which bene-
fits low-income working families 
in the greater Windham area.

Nimirowski said energy bills 
are one of the largest expenses in 
New England.

“Sometimes people are forced 
to make choices between food or 
heat and it’s never good when they 
do that,” she said.

According to a May 2018 story 
in USA Today, the Windham/
Willimantic area ranks as among 
the poorest in Connecticut, mak-

ing the need for help more evi-
dent.

Since 2007, WAIM has distrib-
uted $727,665 in energy assis-
tance to 6,616 people from 2,549 
families. 

As hundreds walked along Main 
Street on a chilly Sunday after-

noon, their hearts were filled with 
warmth knowing they were in it 
for a good cause.

“It shows the community that 
is in need that people care about 
them and they are willing to come 
and give their time to help support 

Marrisa Mackewicz of Windham walks with her dog, Cane, and 
her sister, Alicia Mackewicz. Lulu Rodriguez | For the Chronicle

Jenn McMunn, Caroline McMunn, 7, and Chloe Lunderen, 8, of Tolland, participate in the 26th 
annual Walk for Warmth in downtown Willimantic on Sunday. Lulu Rodriguez | For the Chronicle

Coming together as one
Hundreds walk to raise funds for 
WAIM’s energy assistance program

HUNDREDS, Page 4

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

COVENTRY — A proposal for the 
realignment of Swamp Road involves 
significant impacts to three properties, 
including one the town plans to pur-
chase in its entirety.

Coventry Town Engineer Todd Penney 
said the current proposal involves 
realigning Swamp Road and changing 
the configuration of Northfield Road to 
have a right turn in and a right turn out.

Plans involve the creation of a four-
leg, perpendicular intersection.

Penney said, if proposed plans go 
forward, they would involve the acquisi-
tion of a property on Swamp Road and 
two other properties would be impacted 
as well.

“This is (Coventry Town Manager) 
John (Elsesser) and I’s first take and 
we’re not taking it lightly,” he said dur-
ing an informational meeting Nov. 13, 
referring to the property acquisition.

The meeting, which abutting property 
owners were invited to, was held dur-
ing last week’s Coventry Planning and 
Zoning Commission meeting.

The plan involves the complete acqui-
sition of the 16 Swamp Road prop-
erty and partial acquisition of the 2229 
Boston Turnpike and 40 Swamp Road 
properties.

Rod Warner, who lives at 16 Swamp 
Road, said he and his wife have been 

Lebanon hires
school officer

ROAD, Page 4

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

LEBANON — Lebanon’s new 
school resource officer is a former 
police officer with more than 20 years 
of law enforcement experience.

Robert Magao has been hired to fill 
the full-time position, 
working for the town.

The board of select-
men approved the hire 
by a vote of 3-0 during 
its October meeting.

Magao, who will be 
armed while working 
in the schools, will 
earn $31 per hour.

Lebanon First Selectman Betsy 
Petrie said Magao is expected to start 
in either later this month or in early 
December. “He’s got a very impres-
sive record.”

Magao could not be reached for 
comment.

The 2018-19 budget includes 
$100,000 for the position, including 
salary and benefits.

Magao will be a town employee, but 
will work in the schools.

The board of selectmen and board of 
education entered into a memorandum 
about the position, which involves 
several responsibilities, including: 
handling drills, drug awareness pro-

grams, truancy issues 
and mentor programs, 
among other issues.

It has been several 
years since the dis-
trict has had a school 
resource officer.

Lebanon Board of 
Education Chairman 
Jason Nowosad said 

one goal of his is for the school 
resource officer to educate students 
about “proper behavior.”

He said that involves educating stu-
dents about internet safety and bully-
ing, to name two examples.

Nowosad said it is also important 
for the SRO to be “approachable.” 

“We want students to feel comfort-
LEBANON, Page 4

Robert Magao will 
be armed while 
working in the 
schools.

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Given that households 
with a gun present are at an increased risk for 
homicides, suicides and unintentional shoot-
ings, one local researcher is working to deter-
mine how to best encourage safe gun storage.

Mitchell Doucette, an Eastern Connecticut 
State University assistant professor in health 
sciences, was part of an award-winning 
research team that analyzed gun storage prac-
tices in U.S. homes.

Doucette conducted a nationally representa-
tive online survey about gun storage habits 
and attitudes about gun storage practices.

Self-inflicted and unintentional firearm 
injury is a major public health concern in the 
country, according to Doucette.

“Safe gun storage has the potential to serve as 
a meaningful intervention to reduce both gun-
related injuries and fatalities,” said Doucette. 

“Public health practitioners should utilize 
gun-safety training courses and partner with 
the groups that gun owners find credible, like 
law enforcement, to increase safe firearm stor-
age.”

Doucette’s research explores the factors that 
influence firearm storage among gun owners.

Some methods for safe firearm storage 
include securing unloaded guns in a locked 
safe or gun rack and using trigger locks.

The study found only 50 percent of gun 
owners self-reported storing all of their fire-
arms safely.

According to Doucette, having children 
increases the likelihood of safe firearm stor-
age.

Doucette also found participating in gun-
safety courses also increases safe firearm stor-

ECSU prof 
participates  
in gun study

ECSU, Page 4

Swamp Road realignment plan discussed
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Ronald J. Desrosiers

WILLIMANTIC
Ronald J. Desrosiers, 

“Shorty”, 86, of Willimantic, 
CT passed away on to eternal 
life on November 14, 2018 at 
St. Joseph Living Center, sur-
rounded by his loving family. 
He was born on November 
15, 1931 in Willimantic, CT 
to the late Leo Joseph and 
Marie Jeanne (Cote) Desro-
siers. 

Ronald proudly served in 
the United States Air Force 
at McQuire Air Force in Bur-
lington, NJ. He worked at 
Brand-Rex Co. in Willimantic 
for 30 years before retiring in 
1991. Ronald loved spending 
his free time in Maine with 
his In-Laws and friends.

Ronald is survived by his 

wife of 29 years, Geraldine 
Desrosiers, two brothers; 
Lionel J. Desrosiers of Man-
sfield, CT, Dennis J. Desro-
siers, of Windsor, CT; five 
sons, Leo A. Desrosiers of 
Manchester, CT, Richard P. 
Desrosiers of Plainfield, CT, 
Vernon P. Desrosiers of Man-
chester, CT, Andre F. Des-
rosiers of New Britain, CT, 
Gary L. Desrosiers of Tren-
ton, NJ; a daughter, Cheryl 
A Desrosiers of Manchester, 
CT; a stepdaughter, Dawn 
Fortier and husband, Walter 
Fortier, of Willimantic, CT. 
Ronald is also survived by 
several grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and close 
friends. 

Along with his parents, 
Ronald was preceded in 
death by his brother, Lucien 
J. Desrosiers; son, Michael 
S. Desrosiers; step son, Dean 
LaChappelle and a sister-in-
law, Dorothy Desrosiers. Ser-
vices will be held at a later 
date at the convenience of the 
family. For service informa-
tion and an online memorial 
guestbook, please visit www.
potterfuneralhome.com.

them in their time of need,” 
Nimirowski said.

Mary Falotico, of Man-
chester, who has been a long-
time volunteer at WAIM, 
said Walk for Warmth started 
more than two decades ago 
to help people with energy 
assistance.

Falotico said, over the 
years, what started as a small 
walk has turned into a sizable 
community event with about 
225 people participating last 
year. 

She said about $40,000 
was raised last year to help 
those in need, with the same 
goal this year.

Last year’s walk helped 
406 people from 172 families 
to access heat, hot water and 
electricity they wouldn’t have 
had otherwise.

“It’s been a wonderful event 
and it has grown every year,” 
Falotico said.

On Sunday, participants 
ranged from longtime attend-
ees to first-timers.

Lebanon resident Fernande 
Fauteux said, together with 
her daughter, they have been 
participating in the event for 
more than five years.

“We come every year to 
support the people who need 
help,” she said. 

Hebron resident Serge Arel 
attended for the first time.

“It helps the local people 

to stay warm and that’s our 
Christian calling. It’s a nice 
thing to do,” Arel said. “It’s 
an overwhelming response 
by the community.”

In fact, WAIM’s assistant 
director, Evelyn Solla, said 
this year the event had the 
largest attendance by far.

“A large crowd came out 
today to give thanks to our 
neighbors and each other and 

that was a beautiful thing,” 
Solla said. “It’s always a plea-
sure being able to put this 
together and having people 
come and enjoy one another, 
because we had different cul-
tures all in one room partici-
pating. Every year it’s such a 
big success.”

Solla said losing electric-
ity can often lead to home-
lessness, which is why it is 
important to provide assis-

tance.
Those who still wish to 

donate can do so online at
www.waimct.org, by sending
a check to WAIM, 866 Main 
St., Willimantic, P.O. Box 221,
with “energy assistance” in
the memo or drop it off at
WAIM’s office. Individuals
who need help or want more
information on helping can
contact WAIM at 860-456-
7270.

“fighting for nine years,” try-
ing to get out of Swamp 
Road, noting they nearly get 
hit when they pull onto Route 
44.

“Even though it’s person-
ally impacting us, I person-
ally support it and I know my 
wife does,” he said.

In April, the Capital Region 
Council of Governments 
solicited proposals for consid-
eration for Local Transport-
ation Capital Improvement 
Program grants, which are 
state grants.

CRCOG endorsed several 
p r o p o s a l s , 
i n c l u d i n g 
Coventry’s , 
and submit-
ted them to 
the state for 
c o n s i d e r -
ation.

In Septem-
ber, the state 
Bond Com-
m i s s i o n 
a p p r o v e d 
$6 million 
in funding 
for LoTCIP 
projects sub-
mitted by 
CRCOG.

C ov e n t r y 
applied for $1,419,600 in 
funding for improvements 
to Swamp Road and Boston 
Turnpike at the intersection 
of Route 44.

“The town will be respon-
sible for the engineering,” 
Penney said, noting that 
aspect of the project will cost 
an estimated $90,000.

He said because of the 
right-of-way impacts on the 
project, town officials want-
ed to discuss it with state 
Department of Transport-
ation employees before sub-
mitting their LoTCIP appli-
cation.

Elsesser said town employ-
ees met with DOT employees 
who “supported the project” 
at that time.

Town officials are now 
seeking approval of their 

initial plans from the DOT, 
which they expect to receive 
around March.

If the project is approved, 
town officials don’t expect 
to begin construction until 
spring 2020.

“Your input is going to be 
heard and it’s going to be 
incorporated as much as we 
can,” Penney told audience 
members.

Concerns about traffic 
in that area have been con-
sidered over the years, but 
came to the forefront dur-
ing a public hearing about 
the Cumberland Farms soon 

coming to 
that area.

There are 
plans to hold 
another pub-
lic informa-
tion meeting 
when the 
town gets 
further along 
with project 
plans.

P e n n e y 
said the plan 
p r e s e n t e d 
last Tuesday 
is just a “con-
cept plan” 
at this point 
and nothing 

is “set in stone.” 
“We don’t have survey 

data,” he said. “We haven’t 
hired a consulting engineer.” 

Coventry resident Lynn 
Murray, who lives on 40 
Swamp Road, one of the 
properties that would be 
partially acquired, said she 
thought it was an important 
and necessary project.

“We could save some peo-
ple’s lives here,” she said.

Murray said, when snow 
is cleared from the road, it is 
heaped in tall piles and it is 
difficult to see when pulling 
out of her road.

Those with questions about 
the project can call Penney at 
860-742-4078 or email him 
at tpenney@coventryct.org.

Follow Michelle Firestone 
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

Hundreds participate in annual walk

Clare Levesque and her son, Ian Levesque, 10, participate in the 26th annual Walk for 
Warmth in downtown Willimantic on Sunday afternoon. Lulu Rodriguez | For the Chronicle

Continued from Page 1

Coventry officials are looking to work with the state to 
alleviate traffic concerns at Swamp Road, near the inter-
section of routes 31 and 44. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Road realignment 
plan is discussed
Continued from Page 1

able speaking with the SRO,” 
he said.

Magao has extensive expe-
rience in law enforcement.

His resume indicates he 
worked as a police officer 
in the Stafford Resident 
Trooper’s Office and, from 
1997 to last January, he 
was a police officer in West 
Hartford.

Lebanon Superintendent of 
Schools Robert Angeli said 
he liked Magao’s diverse law 
enforcement background. 

“In particular, working 

with community members, 
as well as his teaching expe-
rience in the police academy 
and other avenues through-
out the course of his career,” 
Angeli said.

Magao was a detective 
in the West Hartford Police 
Department from May 2006 
to January 2012 and a senior 
detective in the West Hartford 
Police Department from 
January 2012 to January 
2018.

He was an officer in the 
Bristol Police Department 
from May 1997 to October 
1997, his resume indicates.

According to his resume, 
Magao has received several 
awards and commendations, 
including the American Le-
gion West Hartford Police 
Officer of the Year in 2004; 
Department Citation Award 
from the West Hartford Police 
Department in 1999 and 
2005; and multiple Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving 
awards.

Magao is also the founder, 
owner and head instructor at 
Bushido Jiu-Jitsu Academy 
in Manchester and has more 
than 25 years experience in 

martial arts, according to the 
academy website.

“We think that will be a 
great asset as well,” said 
Petrie, speaking of Magao’s 
martial arts background. 

Angeli agreed, noting it 
“gives him a wide range of 
experience with kids from 
early ages all the way through 
adults.

“I think Robert is going to 
be a good resource for the 
school system and the com-
munity,” he said.

Follow Michelle Firestone 
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

age, a result he found most 
interesting.

“That’s a really great way 
for us to intervene,” Doucette 
said. “Some states require 
gun safety courses as part of 
getting a firearm. Requiring 
more courses as part of the 
process could be a good way 
to move forward.”

In addition to storage prac-
tices, the study also examined 
the organizations gun owners 

view as credible sources of 
information about firearm 
storage.

According to the study, gun 
owners viewed law enforce-
ment, military personnel, 
hunting/outdoor organiza-
tions and the NRA as most 
credible for communicating 
safe gun storage.

Doucette and his research 
team were recognized by the 
American Journal of Public 
Health for having one of the 

best papers of the year in 
2018. 

The paper, titled “Storage 
Practices of U.S. Gun Owners 
in 2016,” was also select-
ed for the journal’s editor’s 
choice awards.

Doucette said he first 
became interested in gun 
safety when he studied at 
John Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health. 

“We, as health science 
practitioners, are always try-

ing to promote health and
promote safe firearm storage
to reduce dangerous conse-
quences of violence in the 
home,” Doucette said.

Doucette has been teaching
at Eastern since September.

In the future, Doucette
said he plans to research how
guns are managed in homes
with adults with dementia or
Alzheimer’s disease.

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

Because of the 
right-of-way 
impacts on the 
project, town 
officials wanted to 
discuss it with the 
state Department 
of Transportation 
employees before 
submitting the 
application.

Lebanon hires new school officer
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MEAGAN FLYNN 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — White 
House officials have report-
edly sent a letter to CNN’s Jim 
Acosta indicating they will 
suspend his press pass again 
once the temporary restrain-
ing order that required them 
to restore Acosta’s creden-
tials expires, CNN reported 
late Sunday night. 

The 14-day order was issued 
Friday, and unless the judge 
extends it, it would expire at 
the end of the month.

This morning, CNN filed 
for another emergency hear-
ing.

In a ruling seen as a vic-
tory for press freedom, 
U.S. District Judge Timothy 
Kelly, appointed by President 
Donald Trump, ordered the 
White House to temporarily 
restore Acosta’s press pass 
on Friday while he considers 
the merits of the case and the 
possibility of a permanent 
order.

He said the White House 

has an obligation to afford 
due process to Acosta before 
it can revoke or suspend his 
access, and found that the 
White House’s decision-
making process in this case 
was “so shrouded in mystery 
that the government could 
not tell me … who made the 
decision.”

But on Sunday night, 
CNN’s Brian Stelter of 
“Reliable Sources” said in 
his newsletter that “White 
House officials sent Acosta 
a letter stating that his pass 
is set to be suspended again 
once the restraining order 
expires.”

Stelter did not report 
the text of the letter or say 
whether it came only to 
Acosta or was submitted to 
the judge in the case. It was 
unclear whether the White 
House provided reasons that 
would somehow pass for due 
process in the eyes of the 
judge or a chance for Acosta 
to respond. The parties are 
expected to file status reports 

Monday explaining how they 
would like to proceed.

“The White House is 
continuing to violate the 
First and 5th Amendments 
of the Constitution,” CNN 
said in a statement. “These 
actions threaten all journal-
ists and news organizations. 
Jim Acosta and CNN will 
continue to report the news 
about the White House and 
the President.”

CNN and Acosta, the net-
work’s chief White House 
correspondent, sued the 
White House and press sec-
retary Sarah Sanders last 
week after they suspended 
his press credentials follow-
ing Acosta’s minor altercation 
with a White House intern, 
who tried to take a micro-
phone out of his hands as he 
questioned the president.

Sanders accused Acosta of 
“placing his hands on a young 
woman” when explaining 
why Acosta’s pass had been 
suspended, but Kelly found 
that this allegation was “like-

ly untrue.” 
In defending the White 

House’s decision to suspend 
Acosta’s press pass, Justice 
Department lawyers argued 
that it was not an infringe-
ment on the First Amendment 
because CNN had plenty of 
other White House reporters 
who are “more than capable 
of covering the White House 
complex on CNN’s behalf,” 
and Acosta himself could still 
“practice his profession and 
report on the White House” - 
just not at the White House.

Kelly agreed that access to 
the White House grounds is 
not a First Amendment right. 
But he also found that a report-
er’s “First Amendment liber-
ty interest in a White House 
press pass” is also protected 
by the Fifth Amendment’s 
due process guarantees, as 
The Washington Post’s Erik 
Wemple previously reported. 
In other words, the White 
House can’t just revoke a 
reporter’s press pass for no 
good reason.

Acosta’s press pass could be suspended again
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