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"D i sab i l i ty demands a
s tory . "  -  Michael  Bérubé

" D i s a b i l i t y  D e m a n d s  a  S t o r y " :
E x t r a o r d i n a r y  B o d i e s  i n

L i t e r a t u r e
This seminar explores the stories we’ve
inherited about disability, and what those
legacies might be. We’ll investigate how
artistic and cultural texts shape our attitudes
to human bodies and how we use and inhabit
them. This class considers how limiting notions
of dis/ability and “normal” bodies came to be
– as well as how artists and activists shape
those narratives now. 

Because disability is diverse, we’ll encounter
a range of texts from different time periods
and perspectives. Content includes: visible
and invisible disabilities; mental health
discussions; and the aftermaths of pandemics. 

Activists Rebecca Cokley
and Judy Heumann

mailto:mcdonnellm@easternct.edu

