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William Anthony (Andy) Jones
HAMPTON

Andy Jones, 61, of 
Hampton, peacefully passed 
away on January 25, 2020, 
with his family at his side, 
after a yearlong fight with 
colon cancer. He was born 
February 12, 1958, in Raleigh, 
NC, the only son of Betty and 
CW Jones. He was raised in 
Fayetteville, NC, and truly 
loved his home state. He was 
a starting point guard in high 
school and college and passed 
on his love of basketball to 
both his sons.

He received a BA in 1980 
from St. Andrews College in 
Laurinburg, NC, and an MFA

in 1982 from Louisiana 
Tech University in Ruston. 
He came to Connecticut in 
1988. While he was primarily 
an oils and watercolors land-
scape painter (he never did 
own a shirt that didn’t have 
paint on it), Andy could do 
anything. He was an illustra-
tor, a printmaker, a design-
er, a builder. He fixed cars, 
stretched his own canvases, 
turned sap into liquid gold, 
and built his home painting 

studio. 
Since 1990, Andy was an 

art professor at ECSU in 
Willimantic, where he cul-
tivated lasting relationships 
with many of his students. 
He designed the Connecticut 
state quarter, issued in 1999.

Andy is survived by his 
wife, Deborah Grant Jones, of 
Hampton; his three children, 
Lydia Jones Hall and her hus-
band, Matthew, of Norwich, 
Sam Jones of Seattle, and 
Will Jones of Hampton; his 
parents, Betty and CW Jones, 
of Fayetteville, NC; his three 
sisters, Kristy Jones Overton 
and her husband, Teddy, of 
Aberdeen, NC, Melinda Jones 
Spell and her husband, Mike, 
of Fayetteville, NC, and 
Jeanne Jones Wright and her 
husband, Johnny, of Myrtle 
Beach, SC; his two neph-
ews, Jonathan Overton and 
Johnny Clint Wright; his sis-
ter-in-law, Jude Grant, and 
her partner, Mark Wragg, of 
Grandville, MI; many close 
cousins throughout NC; and 
his faithful napping compan-
ion, B. Kitty. His family is 
grateful for the care, kindness, 
patience, and respect shown 
to him and family members 
by his care teams at Windham 
Hospital and Colonial Health 
and Rehab.

A memorial service will 
take place in North Carolina in 
the spring. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to The 
ECSU Foundation, Inc. (note 
Andy Jones Scholarship in 
the memo line), 83 Windham 
St., Willimantic, CT 06226.

The informational session 
will be held Thursday, Feb. 6, 
at 7 p.m. in the activity room 
at Gilead Hill Elementary 
School, located at 580 Gilead 
St./Route 85. 

In case of inclement weath-
er, the session will be moved 
to Wednesday, Feb. 12, at the 
same time and location.

Petit said the board of edu-
cation ordered a thorough 
study that surpassed require-
ments, testing water from 70 
areas around the building and 
grounds multiple times. 

Water was tested from first-
draw samples, which means 
the initial flow when a tap 
is turned on, 
which gener-
ally includes 
water that has 
been sitting 
in the fixture 
overnight and 
has the most 
contact with 
the pipes, and 
3 0 - s e c o n d 
flush sam-
ples, which 
is taken after 
the taps have 
run for a 
while.

The report 
from TRC 
said, while 
there were 
some issues 
with taps 
in maintenance areas at the 
school, not used for con-
sumption, all of the water 
coolers used for drinking 
tested “non-detect” for lead 
and were “well below” the 
EPA’s standards for copper. 

“A few maintenance/
mechanical taps had lead 
concentration that initially 
exceeded the EPA Action 
Level for lead, and one had 
a copper concentration that 
initially exceeded the EPA 
Action Level for copper,” 
said TRC Project Manager 
Stephen Arienti and TRC 
Vice President Erik Plimpton 
in their report to the board of 
education. 

However, when the water 
was tested after the taps were 

flushed, the results were 
“non-detect,” leading the 
consultant to determine the 
wells, the supply lines and 
the plumbing lines were safe. 

“TRC recommends that 
for the six taps/fixtures with 
data indicating at least one 
sample with a lead concen-
tration near or above the pro-
posed EPA Trigger Level be 
labeled as ‘Not To Be Used 
for Human Consumption’ 
and/or the school consider 
replacing such fixtures/taps,” 
Arienti and Plimpton said. 

To continue safe practices, 
Petit said the school staff 
would flush taps each morn-
ing and more thoroughly 
after extended school breaks. 

“We are 
d i r e c t i n g 
our facili-
ties team to 
continue the 
daily morn-
ing flushing 
protocol on 
all fountains, 
hand sinks, 
kitchen, stor-
age areas 
and custodial 
closets as a 
conservative 
p r e c a u t i o n 
to maintain 
the favorable 
quality of the 
water in the 
b u i l d i n g , ” 
Petit said. 

“In an 
abundance of caution, we will 
also implement an enhanced 
flushing program before the 
school is reopened after pro-
longed breaks. In light of 
the good results, water cool-
ers will remain available for 
routine use, but parents are, 
of course, permitted to send 
bottled water with their chil-
dren at their own discretion. 

“Although not required 
by the LRC, the board of 
education will also under-
take TRC’s recommenda-
tion to generally evaluate 
non-consumption areas and 
specifically identify ways to 
improve or replace a small 
number of non-consumption 
taps and/or associated piping 
if warranted by the data.”

understand.”
The other half of the tour-

nament’s proceeds will be
awarded to the winner. 

Food will be available at 
the event and a raffle will
also be held.

Harrington said, last year, a
similar event was held at the
Lebanon Tap Room to raise 
money toward college funds
for Malley’s children.

She thanked the local com-
munity Thursday as well
as Tap Room owner Scott
McKinney for supporting her
family and the event this year
and last.

“There were almost 500
people at (Malley’s) service,
maybe 25 percent of the peo-
ple I knew,” she said. 

“The Tap Room has a great 
bunch of people and people 
like Scott McKinney really
get it, really care and do a lot
to promote this.”

She said there are currently
about 50 pool players signed
up to compete Saturday and
more are always welcome.

For more information and
how to donate to the Brian 
Dagle Foundation, visit its
website,  brianshealing-
hearts.org. For information
about the tournament, call
the Lebanon Tap Room at
860-942-8017.

Follow Lisa Massicotte on 
Twitter - @LMassicotteTC.

School’s water is 
safe to consume
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WASHINGTON — Repub-
lican Sen. Lamar Alexander 
of Tennessee will oppose 
calling more witnesses in 
President Donald Trump’s 
impeachment trial, all but 
dashing Democratic efforts 
to hear more testimony and 
pushing the Senate toward a 
vote to acquit Trump as soon 
as today.

A vote on witnesses, 
expected today, could lead 
to an abrupt end and assured 
acquittal in only the third 
presidential impeachment 
trial in American histo-
ry. Trump was pressing for 
action in time for his State 
of the Union address, and 
that now seems likely. As 
the Senate adjourned late 
Thursday, it set the date for 
Tuesday night’s speech. 

Despite the Democrats’ sin-
gular, sometimes-passionate 
focus on witnesses after rev-
elations from John Bolton, 
the former national security 
adviser, the numbers are now 
falling short. It would take 
four Republicans to break 
with the 53-seat majority and 
join with all Democrats to 
demand more testimony. 

Chief Justice John Roberts, 
in the rare role presiding over 
the impeachment trial, could 
break a tie, but that seems 
unlikely.

Alexander said in a state-
ment late Thursday there was 
“no need for more evidence,” 
giving the Trump team the 
likelihood of a Senate vote in 
its direction.

Trump was impeached 
by the House last month on 
charges that he abused his 
power like no other pres-
ident, jeopardizing Ukraine 
and U.S.-Ukraine relations. 
Democrats say Trump asked 
the vulnerable ally to investi-
gate Joe Biden and debunked 
theories of 2016 election 
interference, temporarily 
halting American security aid 
to the country as it battled 
Russia at its border. The sec-

ond article of impeachment 
says Trump then obstructed 
the House probe in a way that 
threatened the nation’s three-
branch system of checks and 
balances.

Before Alexander’s state-
ment, Republican Sen. Susan 
Collins of Maine said late 
Thursday she would vote to 
allow wit-
nesses in the 
impeachment 
trial, brief-
ly raising 
Democrats’ 
hopes for 
a break-
through.

But Alex-
ander min-
utes later 
said “there is 
no need for more evidence 
to prove something that has 
already been proven and 
that does not meet the U.S. 
Constitution’s high bar for an 
impeachable offense.”

“It was inappropriate for 
the president to ask a for-
eign leader to investigate 
his political opponent and to 
withhold United States aid 
to encourage that investiga-
tion,” Alexander said. But, 
he added, “the Constitution 
does not give the Senate the 
power to remove the presi-
dent from office and ban him 

from this year’s ballot simply 
for actions that are inappro-
priate.” 

Collins, Alexander and 
Lisa Murkowski of Alaska 
were playing an outsized role 
in the final hours of debate 
with pointed questions. 
Another Republican senator, 
Mitt Romney of Utah, has 

made clear 
he will vote 
for witnesses.

Murkowski 
was expected 
to announce 
her decision 
today, ahead 
of voting. 

Democrats 
built pressure 
on senators 
for testi-

mony, but Trump’s lawyers 
argued it would take too long 
as they sped forward, even 
after Bolton’s potential eye-
witness account to Trump’s 
actions detailed in a forth-
coming book brought uncer-
tainty.

Bolton’s forthcoming book 
contends he personally heard 
Trump say he wanted military 
aid withheld from Ukraine 
until it agreed to investigate 
the Bidens. Trump denies 
saying such a thing.

Thursday’s testimony in- 
cluded soaring pleas to the 

senators-as-jurors who will
decide Trump’s fate, to 
either stop a president who
Democrats say has tried to
cheat in the upcoming elec-
tion and will again, or to shut 
down impeachment proceed-
ings that Republicans insist
were never more than a par-
tisan attack.

“Let’s give the country a
trial they can be proud of,”
said Rep. Adam Schiff, the 
lead prosecutor for House 
Democrats. He offered to
take just one week for depo-
sitions of new witnesses, 
sparking new discussions. 

Trump attorney Eric
Herschmann declared the
Democrats are only prose-
cuting the president because
they can’t beat him in 2020. 

“We trust the American
people to decide who should
be our president,” Hersch-
mann said. “Enough is
enough. Stop all of this.”

Republican Senate Major-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell
was toiling to keep today’s
vote on schedule even as the
trial was unearthing fresh 
evidence from Bolton’s new
book and raising alarms 
among Democrats and some
Republicans about a Trump
attorney’s controversial de-
fense.

Sen. Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn., arrives on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., Thursday before the 
impeachment trial of President Donald Trump. AP

Trump trial could end today
Alexander says he will oppose calling witnesses

hard work they’ve accom-
plished,” Boisvert said. 
“They surely are respected.” 

Videos were from the 
school’s introductory audio/
visual, video lighting, histor-
ical documentary, advanced 
audio/visual and screen-writ-
ing classes. 

Boisvert estimated more 
than 30 students, from fresh-
men to seniors, participat-
ed in the works exhibited 
Thursday evening.

Those students were helped 
out by the school’s acting 
students, who performed in 
the advanced-level shorts.

Most of the films were shot 
on ACT’s grounds or near 
Willimantic’s downtown 
area.

“(ACT Principal) Sarah 
Mallory provides us with a 

lot of opportunities to film 
on-location and gives us a 
great leg-up on our experi-
ences with our community as 
well,” Boisvert said.

Introductory-level films 
included short instructional, 
commercial and public ser-
vice announcement videos.

Advanced-level films 
included historical documen-
taries, safe-driving PSA com-
mercials and dramatic shorts.

Documentaries covered 
whimsical topics, like the 
history of the Furby, as well 
as serious and investigative 
topics, like the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks.

The dramatic shorts also 
took several different routes, 
from a black-and-white 
melodramatic narrative 
about time, to an exaggerat-
ed mafia-style movie about 
an Italian pizza shop.

The advanced films are 
submitted to the DMV Teen 
Safe Driving video contest 
and the Quiet Corner Film 
Festival.

Thursday’s event was 
attended by the students’ 
friends and families, along 
with the school’s par-
ent-teacher association, the 
Parents of ACT.

Volunteer Michelle Potter 
said the group collects dona-
tions for scholarships, the 
school’s prom and other stu-
dent activities.

“They do a great job sup-
porting us for every event 
and performance we do,” 
Boisvert said. “They are 
wonderful to our students by 
creating scholarship dona-
tions for our students to fur-
ther their education.”

Follow Claire Galvin on 
Twitter - @CGalvinTC. 

A crowd gathers in the lobby for VideoFest 2020 at the Arts at the Capitol Theater magnet high 
school in Willimantic on Thursday. Claire Galvin | Staff

Big night for student films at ACT
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Tourney  
to raise  
awareness 
of suicide

We trust the 
American people to 
decide who should 
be our president. 
Enough is enough. 
Stop all of this.

Eric Herschmann


