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Best Gas 
Price

A-1 Main St.      2.57
Cumbies Jackson St.      2.64
Shell Main St.     2.65
Cumbies Main St.      2.65
Xtra Fuels       2.65
Shell Jackson St.     2.65
Valero Main St.     2.67
Stop & Shop Main St.     2.69

— Gasbuddy.com

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 229, Willimantic, CT 
06226.

Location: 
322 Main St., Unit 1-1B, 
Willimantic, a quarter-mile east 
of the Frog Bridge intersection.

To Subscribe:
860-423-8466 or
delivery@theChronicle.com

To Report News:
860-423-8466, ext. 3337 or 
news@theChronicle.com
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Lotteries
FRIDAY

Mid-Day 3: 4-0-5
Mid-Day 4: 7-2-4-5

Play 3: 2-7-5
Play 4: 7-8-7-6

Cash 5: 5-22-24-25-35
Lotto: 10-15-24-33-34-37

Mega Millions
11-28-31-46-59/1

SATURDAY
Mid-Day 3: 0-0-3

Mid-Day 4: 9-4-9-7
Play 3: 1-5-1

Play 4: 4-4-2-9
Cash 5: 3-4-13-21-26

Powerball
8-24-52-55-61/21

SUNDAY
Mid-Day 3: 1-0-0

Mid-Day 4: 5-0-4-6
Play 3: 0-5-3

Play 4: 1-1-0-5
Cash 5: 1-16-17-27-35

Eastern Connecticut State University biology professor Matthew 
Graham, left, holds a giant hairy scorpion recently. Graham, 
above, holds a jar of scorpions. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Belated April Fool’s joke isn’t funny
Snow covers the Church Street area of Willimantic this 
morning, above, as flowers sprout up through the snow 
on Valley Street, below. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Easter decorations adorn a home on Prospect Street as 
the snow falls. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

EKATERINE TCHELIDZE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Two Eastern Con-
necticut State University professors are 
working to bring the “winds of change” 
into the world of science and medicine.

Eastern biology professor Matthew 
Graham and colleague Barbara Murdoch 
are working closely with scorpions — not 
the German rock band Scorpions, but the 
arachnids — doing something nobody has 
ever done before.

They are testing bacteria, naturally found 
in the abdomens of scorpions, for their 

ability to develop new kinds of antibiotics.
Graham and Murdoch recently received a 

$10,000 grant from the NASA Connecticut 
Space Grant Consortium, which was 
matched by the university, to help jump 
start the research.

Murdoch said the total grant, includ-
ing the match, came to a little more than 
$20,000, which is enough for the beginning 
stages.

“We need to find new sources for antibi-
otics,” Murdoch said. “Most antibiotics that 
we have today come from bacteria. So, if 
you can find novel sources of bacteria, you 
can probably find antibiotics that will be 

effective at treating bacterial infections.”
Graham, who specializes in scorpions, 

said the scary-looking creatures have been 
around for more than 400 million years.

This means, “there could be incredibly 
old species of bacteria hidden within scor-
pion guts and their bodies that haven’t been 
explored yet,” he said.

Murdoch said, having been around for 
so long, scorpions have been exposed to 
“all kinds of nasty things,” which haven’t 
affected them detrimentally. 

“We think that there’s probably a popula-

Creepy, crawly study at ECSU
Researchers use scorpions to fi nd new antibiotics

CREEPY, Page 4

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

MANSFIELD — The town’s newest chief execu-
tive still has more than a month before he officially 
takes over.

But that doesn’t mean soon-to-be Mansfield 
Town Manager Derrik Kennedy isn’t prepping for 
his new role.

Although only a small crowd of residents attend-
ed a recent meet-and-greet with the incoming man-
ager, Kennedy still had a busy day.

“I’ve met with 
all town hall and 
department staff, 
and then I met 
with folks from 
the boards and 
c o m m i s s i o n s ,” 
Kennedy said at 
last Wednesday’s 
meet-and-greet. 
“It’s my third time 
coming up to the community.”

Kennedy, who begins his role as Mansfield’s 
town manager May 14 with a $148,000 salary, was 
chosen as the new town manager in February.

Roughly a dozen people attended the infor-
mal meet-and-greet at the Mansfield Community 
Center, according to Kennedy.

“I’m still very excited for the opportunity,” he 
said. “It’s a very positive community with a lot of 
volunteers.”

Kennedy said there is a singular focus toward 
moving forward in Mansfield and he is looking 
forward to being a part of that.

Kennedy is the current town manager in Westerly, 

New town
manager
meets with
residents

NEW MANAGER, Page 4

I’m still very excited 
for the opportunity. 
It’s a very positive 
community with a 
lot of volunteers.

Derrik Kennedy

EKATERINE TCHELIDZE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WINDHAM/WILLIMANTIC — 
Voters Tuesday will officially decide 
two bond measures for the local 
school system.

They are being asked to attend a 
town meeting to vote and authorize 
town bond appropriations, previously 

approved by the board of finance and 
the town council.

The town meeting will be held 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at Windham 
Town Hall.

There will be two items on the vot-
ing agenda.

First, taxpayers will be asked to 
vote on an additional appropriation of 

$275,000 to fund the costs associated 
with the renovation and reconstruc-
tion of Windham middle and high 
school offices and classrooms neces-
sary for the school system move out 
of the old Kramer Middle School 
building at 322 Prospect St.

That would bring the total proj-
ect to $1,144,000, which includes 

renovation and construction of the 
administrative and Early College 
Opportunities facilities, maintenance 
garage and other activities associated 
with the move.

Both the town council and board 
of finance authorized to bond this 

Windham voters to decide two bond measures

VOTERS, Page 4
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Joan Washburn Cole

MANSFIELD
Joan Washburn Cole, 84, of 

Mansfield, CT, passed away 
on March 28, 2018. Joan was 
born in Springfield, MA on 
November 5, 1933 to Luther 
Washburn and Olive McKer-
rigan.

Joan was a lithographer 
whose prints had been ex-
hibited throughout the North-
east. She graduated from the 
Massachusetts College of 
Art and studied printmaking 
at the University of Massa-
chusetts, University of Con-
necticut, University of New 
Mexico and at the Tamarind 
Institute of Lithography in 
Albuquerque, NM. She was 
an Associate Printmaker at 

Discover Graphics, The Tor-
pedo Factory, Alexandria, VA 
until 1993 when she estab-
lished Geaster Printmaking 
Studio in Mansfield, CT with 
her friends and fellow print-
makers, Janine Gugler and 
Ethel Warkov. In addition to 
her art, Joan was an educator 
and taught art in public and 
private schools, including 
as an adjunct lecturer at the 
University of Hartford Art 
School. 

Joan met George F. Cole 
during the summer of 1953, 
and the couple married in 
1957. She and George raised 
two sons and traveled the 
world together. George died 
in 2015. Joan is survived by 
her son, David, daughter-in-
law, Holly-Jean and grand-
daughters, Piper and Reed 
of Marblehead, MA; son, 
Jonathan and daughter-in-
law, Marisol Deluna of New 
York, NY; her sister, Eleanor 
(Washburn) Cobleigh of Aga-
wam, MA, and her brother, 
John Washburn and sister-in-
law, Dorothy of San Diego, 
CA. 

The family is planning a 
Memorial Service for May. 
There will be a private inter-
ment. For an online memorial 
guestbook, please visit www.
potterfuneralhome.com.

Wanda “Ida” M. (Homiski) Newsome

STORRS
Wanda “Ida” M. (Homiski) 

Newsome, 89, of Storrs, CT 
passed away peacefully on 
Friday, March 30, 2018. She 
was born in Bozrah, CT to the 
late Peter and Anna (Brod-
jek) Homiski on December 
14, 1928.

Wanda married William 
Newsome on May 4, 1950 
and celebrated 65 years of 
marriage before his death in 
2015. She is also predeceased 
by her son, Billy; sister, Stel-
la and brothers Frank and 
Alfred. Wanda is survived by 
her four daughters, and sons-
in-law, Lisa and Jeff Ward, 
Cindy and Don Hartley, Nan-
cy Newsome, Shirley and 
Mike Surette; seven grand-
children, Kendra, Brittany, 
Meghan, Nicholas, Jessica, 
Jimmy and Michael; seven 
great-grandchildren, Char-
lotte, Julia, Jennah, Christo-
pher, Brittany, Jack and Al-
lison; two sisters, Genevieve 
Hill and Theresa Kane; two 
brothers and sisters-in-law, 
Joe and Helen Hominski 

and John and Terri Homiski; 
many nieces, nephews and 
treasured friends. 

Wanda enjoyed a full life. 
She was one of four daugh-
ters to Polish Immigrants, a 
sister to seven siblings, an 
aunt, godmother, wife, home-
maker, mother, mother-in-
law, “Botchie”, Den Mother, 
ten-pin bowler and friend. 
Wanda lived her entire life in 
CT, including 47 summers at 
the log cabin on Amston Lake 
and 20 years as a snowbird 
in Fort Pierce, FL where she 
and her husband enjoyed the 
warm weather, walks on the 
beach, arts & crafts, bingo, 
shuffle board, and pot luck 
dinners with fellow retirees.

Recently, Wanda celebrated 
her 89th birthday with a won-
derful gathering of over 40 
family members and friends 
sharing countless memories 
and laughs.

Wanda’s family is extreme-
ly grateful for the compas-
sion and quality of care their 
mother received from the 
EMTs of the Mansfield Fire 
Department who were called 
upon on numerous occasions. 
In Wanda’ s memory, 
donations may be made to 
The Mansfield Fire Fighters 
Association, P.O. Box 122, 
Storrs, CT 06268.

There are no calling hours. 
Graveside service will take 
place 12:00 p.m. Friday, May 
4, 2018 at the St. Joseph’s 
Cemetery in Windham. For 
an online memorial guest-
book, please visit www.pot-
terfuneralhome.com.

Crayton Walker

WILLIMANTIC
Crayton Walker passed 

away peacefully on March 
25, 2018, surrounded by his 
family who loved him dearly. 
Crayton was a man of few 
words and many talents- pro-
fessor, tennis player extraor-
dinaire, and craftsman were 
just a few of many things he 
did with an attention to detail 
that could be both madden-
ing and awe-inspiring. Esme, 
6, his granddaughter recently 
noted “you dont talk much, 
do you,” but we all knew that 
he listened and cared, and 
was always there for us.

Born October 2, 1932, 

Crayton grew up in Chicka-
sha OK. He attended Rice 
University, spent three years 
on active duty in the Navy, 
and then obtained his Ph.D. 
from the University of Illinois 
in 1965. His career began at 
UCLA (1965-1970), and 
continued at UCONN, from 
which he retired in 1989. 
He also retired from the US 
Navy Research Reserve as a 
Commander.

Crayton leaves his wife 
Harriet, and four children. 
Sons, Crayton Scott Walker, 
John Morgan Walker, Chris-
topher Cann Walker and 
spouse, Karena McKinney, 
and daughter, Jessica Joal-
lyn Walker and spouse, Scott 
Bates. He is also survived by 
four grandchildren, Hazel, 
Grace, Kieran, and Esme, and 
a sister, Nancy Dandrow. 

At his request no services 
will be held. 

Donations in his name can 
be made to the charity of your 
choice.

Marilyn Mae Naumec Dillon

WILLIMANTIC
Marilyn Mae Naumec Dil-

lon, Born 5 Nov 1941 to John 
and Mary Sorokolit Naumec 
in Willimantic CT. 

Marilyn passed away 
peacefully at home in New 
Carrollton, MD on Monday 
March 26, 2018.

She was the beloved wife 
of John F. Dillon; they were 
high-school sweethearts at 
Windham High School, Class 
of 1959, and they were mar-
ried for fifty-six years. She 
was the mother of John, Pat-
rick (Stephanie), Christopher 
(Ikuko) and Michael Dillon, 
Kathleen(Roger) Hogan, Erin 
(David) Maurantonio, Tracy 
and Kelly Dillon; grandmoth-
er of Kevin(Sondra) and Lori 
Hogan, Mikiya, Sean and 
Ryan Dillon, Megan, Brian, 
Christopher and Kara Mau-
rantonio; and great-grand-

mother of Nicholas Stowe 
and Jaden Hogan.

She is also survived by 
her brothers, John and Ted 
(Irene) Naumec, her sister, 
Sandra (Bob) Wojick, many 
uncles, aunts, nieces, neph-
ews and cousins and count-
less friends.

She was predeceased by 
her parents, and her sister, 
Mary Ann Desrosiers. 

Tireless and devoted volun-
teer worker for St. Bernard’s 
Parish in Riverdale MD for 
many years she was main 
buyer and cook for the Crys-
tal Room, catering everything 
from wedding receptions and 
banquets to parish breakfasts 
and school hotdog lunches, 
she was the Good Samaritan 
to everyone she ever encoun-
tered beset by troubles on the 
road of life. 

Viewing Wednesday April 
4, 6 to 8 pm at Bacon Funeral 
Home, 71 Prospect St., Wil-
limantic, CT.

Graveside service and in-
terment at St. Joseph’s Cem-
etery, Willimantic, Thursday 
April 5, at 11 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, an offer-
ing may be made in Marilyn’s 
name to the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society of St. Bernard’s 
Parish. Obituaries

R.I.
Before that, he worked in Connecticut in 

Enfield and Colchester in town manage-
ment.

He earned two degrees from the University 
of Connecticut and is currently seeking his 
master’s degree in organizational leadership 
from Quinnipiac University.

He is also certified by the International 
City Management Association.

Kennedy was asked to move to Mansfield 
as part of his employment.

“I look forward to connecting to the com-
munity in a different capacity,” Kennedy said. 
“Seeing my kids grow up in this community 
is exciting.”

A few members of the public works depart-
ment stopped by to meet Kennedy.

Luther Brauch, a roads crew foreman, said 
Kennedy has a great attitude.

“The town council did a good job selecting 
a quality candidate,” Brauch said. “I think he 
will do well for the town.”

Follow Claire Galvin on Twitter - @
CGalvinTC.

amount. 
Last November, the board of 

finance reallocated $869,000 
in capital funds to pay for the 
renovation of these schools 
to make room for offices, 
but that amount was under-
budgeted.

Now, voters need to autho-
rize the bond in the total 
amount so the town can get 
reimbursed for the money 
spent. 

Then, town meeting attend-
ees will vote to authorize 
the town to bond $65,000 to 
pay for a boiler at Windham 
Center School.

The boiler broke last 
November, forcing the town 
to quickly buy another one.

Now, the town is looking 
to bond that amount to reim-
burse itself.

“It’s just a formality,” 
Windham Town Manager Jim 
Rivers said. 

Rivers said the money has 
been spent already spent, 
but they now “have to be 
approved by the people” 
so they town can apply for 
bonds.

For more information, visit 
the town website at wind-
hamct.com under agenda 
item in Tuesday’s calendar. 

Follow Ekaterine Tchelidze 
on Twitter - @ktchelidzetc.

tion of bacteria found in scor-
pions that gives that wonder-
ful resilience,” she said.

Graham said the research 
has three objectives — iden-
tifying which species of bac-
teria are in scorpions, finding 
novel antibiotics and training 
undergraduates.

Both Graham and Murdoch 
incorporate their research 
into their teaching.

In fact, this research idea 
came from a student, Mur-
doch said, who first worked 
on isolating bacteria from 
soil.

Then, she suggested using 
scorpions because “they are 
ancient.” 

That’s how the project was 
born.

“Each year, 25,000 Ameri-

cans die because our current 
antibiotics cannot kill their 
infections,” Murdoch said in 
a press release. “Bacterial in-
fections are a growing con-
cern in space, too. As most 
antibiotics used today were 
isolated from bacteria, the 
discovery of new antibiotics 
requires the discovery of new 
bacteria.”

As part of the research, 
Graham and Murdoch are 
pulling bacteria out of scor-
pions and extracting their 
DNA to see what genes they 
have.

Currently, they have nine 
scorpions to work with, 
brought in from California.

Murdoch said the bacte-
ria they pulled out so far 
has nothing pathogenic that 
would kill them, but most are 

associated with food-borne 
illnesses. 

The goal is to get to uncul-
tured bacteria within scor-
pions.

Murdoch, who has done 
a lot of research on anti-
biotic resistance, said man 
is running out of antibiot-
ics because pharmaceutical 
companies stopped produc-
ing new ones. 

She said the project has 
been good, but another ben-
efit is the grant allows for 
support from the University 
of Connecticut via assistant 
biology professor Nichole 
Broderick, who specializes in 
molecular and cell biology.

This allows them to use 
UConn resources as well.

“For us to have access to 
that facility is fantastic,” 
Murdoch said.

Murdoch and Graham said 

the research they are doing
has never been done before.

“The level of details that 
we will eventually get to will
be unprecedented,” Murdoch
said.

And to get to the stage 
where they are now — being 
able to grow bacteria they
extracted from scorpions 
— is already a huge achieve-
ment.

According to the release,
the research contributed to
NASA’s goal of human space
exploration because, under
microgravity conditions, bac-
teria can grow quicker than
on Earth. 

This means creating new 
antibiotics “that pathogens
haven’t become resistant to is
crucial to long-term manned 
space flight.” 

Follow Ekaterine Tchelidze
on Twitter - @ktchelidzetc.

Creepy, crawly study at ECSU
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decide two  
measures
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Mansfield Parks and Recreation Director Curt Vincente and incoming town manager 
Derrik Kennedy chat during an informal meet-and-greet recently at the Mansfield 
Community Center. Claire Galvin | Staff

New manager meets with residents

STAMFORD ADVOCATE

STAMFORD — After 45 
years, the stars are aligning 
for a possible resolution of 
a cold murder case steeped 
in the corruption that once 
choked Stamford.

Recent weeks have brought 
major developments in the 
Pellicci murder case.

The district attorney in 
New York, where the body of 
32-year-old Joseph Pellicci 
was found beside a road 
in 1973, agreed to turn the 
case and evidence over to 
Stamford.

The state issued a $50,000 
reward for information lead-
ing to a conviction.

Two retired Stamford police 
officers who now work as 
private detectives — one was 
among the original investiga-
tors and the other is an expert 
on the case — will assist 
Stamford police.

The murder will be fea-
tured in the pilot episode 
of a planned crime series, 
“Justice Delayed.”

Pellicci, son of the founder 
of a popular Stamford restau-
rant, was kidnapped near his 
Westover home on a Sunday 
morning in February, and 
found a month later beside a 
Westchester County road. 

He was found shot to death 
with his hands tied and a 
blanket around his head.

The family balked at talk 
that it was a mob hit. The 
killing was personal, they 
said.

But the mob may be the 
reason the case went cold, 
said Vito Colucci, a former 
Stamford police officer who 
thought he and his partner 
had it solved soon after the 
body was discovered.

The problem, Colucci said, 
was that they told their lieu-
tenant, Larry Hogan, they 
were ready to make an ar-
rest.

“He took us right off the 
case,” Colucci said. “We 
asked why, thinking he want-
ed the collar for himself. He 
just said, ‘Never mind.’ After 
that nothing happened. We 
didn’t know at the time that 
Larry was crooked.”

Hogan was an agent of the 
Gambino crime family. 

Even as he headed city and 
regional law enforcement 
narcotics squads, Hogan han-
dled the mob’s drug trade — 
and more — in Connecticut.

“When you’re a cop, you 
always have a case in your 
life that you look back at and 
say, ‘That didn’t go right,’” 
said Colucci, now head of 
Colucci Investigations Inc. 
“This is it for me.”
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Scene may 
be set to 
solve ’73 
cold case
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