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JOHN ROGERS
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Peter Tork, a talented singer-songwriter 
and instrumentalist whose musical skills 
were often overshadowed by his role as the 
goofy, lovable bass guitarist in the made-
for-television rock band The Monkees, has 
died at age 77.

Tork’s son, Ivan Iannoli, told the 
Associated Press his father died Thursday 
at the family home in Connecticut of com-
plications from adenoid cystic carcinoma, 
a rare cancer of the salivary glands. He 
had battled the disease since 2009.

“Peter’s energy, intelligence, silliness 
and curiosity were traits that for decades 
brought laughter and enjoyment to mil-
lions, including those of us closest to him,” 
his son said in a statement. “Those traits 
also equipped him well to take on cancer, 
a condition he met like everything else in 
his life, with unwavering humor and cour-
age.”

Tork, who was often hailed as the band’s 
best musician, had studied music since 
childhood. He was accomplished on gui-
tar, bass guitar, keyboards, banjo and 
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CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC 
— The Connecticut 
Medical Examiner’s 
office said Thursday 
the man who car-
jacked vehicles, shot 
at civilians and police 
and led three police 
departments on a car 
chase died from gun-
shot wounds to multi-
ple parts of his body.

A clerk at the medical examiner’s office 
said Thursday afternoon that Kyron Marcell 
Sands, 39, of Hartford, died by homicide 
from gunshot wounds to his head, torso and 
extremities.

Sands shot at Willimantic and Connecticut 
State police on Wednesday morning on 
Route 32 near the Windham/Willimantic 
line, according to police.

The police departments returned fire and 
struck Sands. 

He was pronounced dead at the scene by 
Windham Community Memorial Hospital 
paramedics, according to Connecticut State 
Police.

State police spokesman Josue Dorelus 
previously said police struck Sands at least 
one time in his abdomen.

No civilians or police were injured in the 
shooting, according to Dorelus.

It is not yet known which police officers 
shot Sands.

Willimantic Police Chief Roberto Rosado 
said the officers involved with Wednesday’s 
shooting had Thursday and Friday off to 
rest with their families after the incident.

Two officers have been placed on admin-
istrative leave while the investigation con-
tinues.

Rosado said there are no concerns about 
low staffing levels.

“There’s always going to be minimum 
staffing levels, so the public does not need 
to be afraid of anything like that,” Rosado 
said.

The follow-up investigation is still being 
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WILLIMANTIC — The Windham 
Textile & History Museum has a 
new exhibit that tells the story of 
a Jewish seamstress who actually 
survived the Holocaust because of 
her sewing talents.

That story has winded its way 
from Hungary through Springfield, 
Mass., and, finally, to Willimantic.

The “Sidonia’s Thread: Crafting 
a Life from Holocaust to High 
Fashion” exhibit opened at the 
museum Feb. 8 and will remain 
through April 28.

Dozens of outfits created by 
dressmaker and Holocaust survivor 
Sidonia Perlstein are now on dis-
play at the museum.

Born in Hungary in 1913, 
Perlstein spent time in three con-
centration camps before she was 
liberated and moved to Springfield, 
Mass.

According to her daughter, Hanna 
Marcus, Perlstein survived the 
Holocaust because of her talents 
as a seamstress as the Nazis forced 
her to sew in the labor camps.

“If my mother did not know how 
to sew, she would have died in the 

Holocaust,” Marcus said. “It was 
that talent that saved her.”

Marcus spoke at Eastern 
Connecticut State University Feb. 
13 about her mother’s life and the 
new exhibit. 

Marcus wrote “Sidonia’s Thread: 
The Secrets of a Mother and 

Daughter Sewing a New Life in 
America” about her mother and 
their experiences.

The exhibit features some of 
the dresses and suits that Perlstein 
made, many of which were for her-
self and Marcus.
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Peter Tork dies at age 77

The Windham Textile & History Museum, newest exhibit, ‘Sidonia’s Thread: Crafting a Life from Holo-
caust to High Fashion,’ is on display until April 28. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Peter Tork performs with his band, Shoe Suede 
Blues, during a fundraiser for Bailey’s Garden in 
2008. File photo

The exhibit features a photograph of Sidonia Perlstein after libera-
tion from a concentration camp in 1945, as well as her visa photo 
from 1949. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Seamstress’ life-saving talent
Exhibit tells the story of Holocaust survivor
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In Mansfi eld, Tork was
more than just a Monkee

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

MANSFIELD — Mansfield resident 
and local musician Bruce John recalls 
a time when he performed with the late 
Peter Thorkelson at the Third Thursday 
Street Festival many years ago.

The crowd was full of energy and 
John’s daughter, who was about 8 or 9 at 
the time, created a conga line.

“There were a lot of people,” John 
said. “It was really a magical moment.” 

While Thorkelson was his given last 
name, he became famous as Peter Tork, a 
stage name that endeared him to genera-
tions of music lovers.

Tork, who is known for being a mem-
ber of the 1960s pop music band The 
Monkees, died Thursday at 77 from 

complications from adenoid cystic car-
cinoma, a rare cancer of the salivary 
glands, according to his family.

When he died, Tork was living in 
the Wormwood Hill area of Mansfield, 
where he grew up.

“He certainly was one of Mansfield’s 
most celebrated and recognized per-
sonalities because of The Monkees,” 
said former Mansfield Mayor Elizabeth 
“Betsy” Paterson.

John, who went to E.O. Smith High 
School with Tork’s brother, Chris 
Thorkelson, said he had the same kind 
of cancer as Tork.

“What an awful thing for singers to 
get,” he said, noting Tork’s cancer was 
more severe.

IN MANSFIELD, Page 4
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other instruments, and Mike 
Nesmith, the Monkees’ lead 
guitarist, said Tork was actu-
ally the better of the two.

He had been playing in 
small clubs in Los Angeles 
when a friend and fellow 
musician, Stephen Stills, 
told him TV casting directors 
were looking for “four insane 
boys” to play members of a 
struggling rock band.

Stills, a member of Buffalo 
Springfield and Crosby, Stills, 
Nash and Young, reportedly 
told Tork he had been reject-
ed because his teeth were 
ugly. He thought the hand-
some Tork might fare better.

When “The Monkees” 
debuted in September 1966, 
Tork and fellow Monkees 
Nesmith, Micky Dolenz and 
Davy Jones became over-
night teen idols.

Producers Bob Rafelson 
and Bert Schneider modeled 
the show after the Beatles’ 
popular musical comedies 
“A Hard Day’s Night” and 
“Help!,” seeking to create a 
band that would mirror them 
in cheekiness if not musical 
talent.

In the Monkees iteration, 
Nesmith was the serious 
one, Jones the cute one and 
Dolenz the zany one.

Tork said he adopted his 
“dummy” persona from the 
way he’d get audiences to 
engage with him at Green-
wich Village folk clubs in the 
early 1960s.

He knew only one mem-
ber of the Monkees before 
the show’s debut, Nesmith 
who had been running “Hoot 
Nights” at the Troubadour 
nightclub, where Tork would 
occasionally perform after 
moving to L.A.

“As I write this my tears 
are awash, and my heart is 
broken,” Nesmith posted on 
his Facebook page Thursday. 
“PT will be a part of me 
forever.”

During its two-year run 
“The Monkees” would win 
an Emmy for outstanding 
comedy series and the group 
would land seven songs in 
Billboard’s Top 10. “I’m 
a Believer,” “Daydream 
Believer” and “Last Train 
to Clarksville,” would reach 
No. 1.

Initially, the Monkees 
was a band whose members 
didn’t play their instruments 
or write many of their songs, 

something that infuriated 
both Tork and Nesmith.

Tork would tell of going to 
an early recording session, 
only to be told dismissively 
that session musicians were 
laying down the musical 
tracks and all the Monkees 
had to do was sing.

“I was a hired hand, and I 
didn’t quite know that, and 
I didn’t quite get it,” he told 
AP in 2000. “I had fantasies 
of being more important than 
it turns out I was.”

Eventually he and Nesmith 
wrested control of the band’s 
musical fate from Don 
Kirshner, who had been 
brought in as the show’s music 
producer. By the group’s 
third album, “Headquarters,” 
the Monkees were playing 
their instruments and even 
performed live in Hawaii.

After the show concluded 
in 1968, the band went on 
a lengthy concert tour that 
at one point included Jimi 
Hendrix as the opening act. 
But music critics had turned 
on them. They were dis-
missed as the “PreFab Four,” 
a mocking comparison to the 
Beatles.

That and creative differ-
ences led Tork to leave soon 
after the group’s 1968 movie 
and album “Head.”

For several years he strug-
gled financially and creative-

ly, working for a time as a 
waiter and a schoolteacher.

By the mid-1980s, thanks 
to TV reruns and album reis-
sues, the Monkees gained a 
new, younger following, and 
Tork rejoined the others for 
reunion tours. All four pro-
duced a new album, “Justus,” 
in 1996 featuring them on 
all of the instrumentals and 
including songs they had 
written.

In the 1990s Tork also 
formed the group Shoe Suede 

Blues and toured and record-
ed frequently.

Later albums included the
solo work “Stranger Things
Have Happened” and the 
Shoe Suede Blues albums 
“Cambria Hotel,” “Step By
Step” and Relax Your Mind.”

Tork begged off a Monkees
reunion tour with Nesmith
and Dolenz just last year to 
finish “Relax Your Mind.”
Jones died in 2012.

Associated Press Writer
Pat Eaton-Robb contributed
to this story.
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Raymond Stead Bugbee
April 1, 1958- February 22, 2018

Once again our family chain is broken,
and nothing seems the same but as God calls us one by one 

our chain will link again.
Wherever a beautiful soul has been, there is a trail of

beautiful memories
Love always Janet & family

Marcus said the oldest out-
fit on display is from 1969. 
Most of the other outfits are 
from the last 30 or so years.

Perlstein sewed throughout 
nearly her entire life. She 
stopped sewing when she 
was 90 years old, according 
to Marcus. She died in 2006 
at the age of 93.

Museum director Jamie 
Eves said, since the exhibit’s 
opening, more people than 
usual have come through to 
see it.

“I think the history of the 
exhibit is the most interest-
ing part,” Eves said. “The 
story of someone coming to 
America is a story that gets 
told over and over, but every 
story is so unique.”

Eves said other visitors 
think the clothes are the cool-
est part of the exhibit, so the 
exhibit is attracting different 
folks with different interests.

The curator of the exhib-
it, Eastern assistant profes-
sor of theater and costume 
design Anya Sokolovskaya, 
said clothes can really tell the 

story of a person.
“What can these garments 

tell about the person that 
made them or wore them?” 
Sokolovskaya wondered. 
“It’s an extraordinary look 
into people’s lives.”

The exhibit is sponsored by 
Eastern.

Marcus will make several 
appearances in Willimantic 
and give talks on the exhibi-
tion and her mother’s life in 
the upcoming months.

Marcus will be at the muse-
um Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m., 
March 10 from 1 to 4 p.m., 
March 23 from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m., April 7 from 1 to 4 
p.m. and April 28 from 2 to 
4 p.m.

More information about 
the exhibit and the museum is 
available at millmuseum.org. 
The museum, located at 411 
Main St., Willimantic, can 
also be reached by phone at 
860-456-2178. The museum 
is open Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

Follow Claire Galvin on 
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

conducted by the Central 
District Major Crime Squad 
detectives.

Sands’ car chase began 
in Norwich after Norwich 
police officers first engaged 
with the suspect in a “suspi-
cious incident.”

Sands fired multiple rounds 
at officers before he fled the 

scene onto Interstate 395, 
according to Dorelus.

State police spokesperson 
Tanya Compagnone said 
Thursday that Sands, for 
some reason, exited the vehi-
cle he was driving on I-395 
and was trying to flag down 
and steal another vehicle.

“During the course of the 
pursuit, the suspect attempted 
to carjack multiple vehicles 

on the highway and fired 
shots at several civilians,” 
Dorelus said.

After he successfully car-
jacked a vehicle, he drove 
into Willimantic on Route 
32.

Willimantic police officers 
successfully employed stop 
sticks that caused Sands to 
crash his vehicle.

He fled on foot while shoot-
ing at state and city police 
before he was shot.

Sands was previously 
arrested and sentenced to 
four years in prison and two
years’ special parole for lead-
ing police on car chases and 
for assaulting police offi-
cers.

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

Exhibit explores 
a seamstress’ 
life-saving talent
Continued from Page 1
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The Windham Textile & History Museum, newest exhibit, 
‘Sidonia’s Thread: Crafting a Life from Holocaust to 
High Fashion,’ includes outfits Sidonia Perlstein made in 
2003. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

STAMFORD ADVOCATE

STAMFORD — A school 
bus sliding on an ice patch 
in North Stamford Thursday 
morning took down a pole, 
trapping several students 
inside due to live power 
lines.

Concerned about the 
chance for electrocution, the 
three students and the bus 
driver had to stay inside the 
bus for about a half hour 
before power could be cut off 
to the electrical lines draped 
over the bus.

Sgt. Sean Boeger said the 
accident happened on a curve 
on West Trail at about 7 a.m.

The bus was going around 
a left-hand turn and hit an 
ice patch, sending it into a 
telephone pole near the inter-
section of Sun Dance Road. 
Boeger said no one was hurt 
in the crash.

Two students, between the 
ages of 12 and 15, were on 
their way to Rippowam Middle 
School and the other student 
was going to the Academy of 
Information Technology and 

Engineering.
The road was closed for a 

few hours as crews worked 
to clear the power lines and 
replace the pole.

Jay Brock, a spokesperson 
from First Student which pro-
vides transportation for the 
district, said the driver fol-
lowed all protocol but, out of 
caution, has been suspended 
pending an active investiga-
tion.

“We’re glad the students 
are OK,” he said. 

In a statement, Superinten-
dent Earl Kim said the driver 
immediately called for assis-
tance.

“We are grateful to all 
those who helped ensure the 
safety of our students fol-
lowing the bus accident this 
morning — especially to 
the driver who immediately 
called for assistance, the stu-
dents who remained calm, 
and the Stamford police, fire, 
emergency and Eversource 
personnel who reported to 
the scene,” Kim said. 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Live wires on school bus 
trap students after crash

Medical examiner: Suspect hit multiple times 

Peter Tork dies at age 77

He and Tork performed 
during “Battle of the Bands,” 
a benefit at E.O. Smith High 
School several years ago and 
said Tork always aimed to be 
a real musician, “not just a 
character on (television).”

Tork’s father, John Thor-
kelson, was an economics 
professor at the University of 
Connecticut.

“We are all still raw and still 
have much to process, but we 
are also feeling appreciation 
for Peter’s contributions,” his 
family said in a statement. 
“We are grateful that we have 
an extended support network, 
thanks to the attentive energy 
and dedication of Peter’s fans 
worldwide.”

Windham resident Terry 
LaVoie said she and Tork 
went to Windham High 

School together and were, 
eventually, members of the 
first graduating class at E.O. 
Smith High School in 1959.

She said she has known 
him since seventh-grade.

“He was a lot of fun,” 
LaVoie said, referring to him 
as a “class clown” who loved 
to do small pranks.

She recalled attending 
Tork’s 13th birthday party 
and she was the only girl 
there, other than his sister, 
Anne Thorkelson.

LaVoie said his mother gave 
her a potholder to embroider 
as a party favor and she had 
it for many years, though it 
eventually wore out.

She saw him perform at the 
old Shaboo Inn in Mansfield, 
which John co-owned with 
David Foster and others, as 
well as at The Monkees 30th 

reunion show at the Oakdale 
Theatre in Wallingford.

“To me, he was still just 
a person,” LaVoie said, not-
ing she got a VIP pass and 
talked to him backstage at the 
Oakdale show.

Tork gave back to vari-
ous local charities over the 
years, including performing 
in a Battle of the Bands ben-
efit show for E.O. Smith, a 
benefit for Joshua’s Trust in 
Ashford in October 2010 and 
a fundraiser at the Willimantic 
Elks Club in April 2010 for 
Bailey’s Garden in Lebanon.

Paterson said she knew 
Chris Thorkelson better, hav-
ing served with him on the 
town council.

“I’m very sorry and I send 
the best to his family,” she 
said.

Former Mansfield Town 

Manager Matthew Hart, who
is now the town manager in
West Hartford, said he didn’t 
know Tork, but did know his 
brother, who died in 2015
while living in the United
Kingdom.

Hart sent his condolences
to the Thorkelson family and
friends.

Mansfield resident and
author Wally Lamb expressed
his condolences on Facebook,
noting he got to know the 
musician “later in life.”

Fans who would like to
make contributions in Tork’s 
name can donate to the schol-
arship fund at The Institute
for the Musical Arts in 
Massachusetts. Information 
about the scholarship fund is
at www.ima.org.

Follow Michelle Firestone
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

In Mansfield, he was more than a Monkee
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The Monkees pose in front of a telephone booth in 
London in January 1997 following a press conference at 
the Hard Rock Cafe, where they had announced plans 
for all four members of the group to begin touring for 
the first time in 30 years. AP

The Monkees — Davy Jones, Peter Tork, Micky Dolenz and Mike Nesmith — perform 
in 1966. AP
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