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In this creative writing seminar, students will engage with poetry and poetry writing to explore their lives,
their personal and cultural histories, and to gain an appreciation of and access points for the conversations that have

been happening between artists (primarily poets, in this course, but not exclusively) and their texts for centuries.

Our course we will examine questions such as, What does it mean to be a
poet? How can | be one? To whom do | have responsibility when | write? What is
“truth’? Who are my literary ancestors? How can | acknowledge them in my work
while also breaking new ground? What is the relationship between personal beliefs
and experiences and the cultural and political contexts in which one creates art? Is all
personal poetry political in some way? What are the relationships between form and
meaning? What does it mean to “steal like an artist?” How can | do that and still sound
like myself? What does my poetry writing voice really sound like? What are my obsessive subjects? What questions
and memories reside in those subjects that | can explore in a book-length collection of poetry?

The first semester of this seminar will examine poems that have started or continued such intertextual
conversations and discuss the lingering questions within those works. We will focus on poems written over the past

twenty-five years, but will also frequently examine running conversations in poetry that trace

back to the nineteenth century and beyond. We will also examine
the cultural contexts in which each writer worked/is working and
study videos, interviews, and essays related to the topics that

these writers’ work raise.

A sampling of the writers we’ll read in this course: Matsuo
Basho, Gwendolyn Brooks, Sterling Brown, Yosa Buson, Countee
Cullen, Martin Espada, Ross Gay, Nikki Giovanni, Robert Hayden,

Terrance Hayes, Seamus Heaney, Homer, Kobayashi Issa, Langston

Hughes, Etheridge Knight, Audre Lorde, Marilyn Nelson, Pablo
Neruda, Li Po, Claudia Rankine, William Shakespeare, Patricia Smith, William Stafford, Natasha Trethewey, and Walt
Whitman.



http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Li+PO+Poet&view=detailv2&&id=3342953EE9FFA9E76986E9D3EED64A483C2E6597&selectedIndex=0&ccid=KNYuvCFe&simid=608014924734662300&thid=OIP.M28d62ebc215e13c48fc1f0701b39dd3cH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Walt+Whitman+Poetry+Book&view=detailv2&&id=1C4B18A9947258CF516F9C63997CD2DED4654671&selectedIndex=0&ccid=YjUc%2boQ2&simid=608054919476807042&thid=OIP.M62351cfa84369765c5fb5e308a975756o0
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj7hK2T1trPAhVFgj4KHZH2BeoQjRwIBw&url=http://brookscollegeprep.org/about/gwendolyn-brooks-biography&bvm=bv.135475266,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNHNfzUr5iaHHzufVf0C-vnIBvUNBQ&ust=1476547351374862
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://b.vimeocdn.com/ts/279/282/279282782_640.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.missourireview.com/tmr-blog/2012/06/interview-natasha-trethewey/&docid=sEC6Zf7j8IoFTM&tbnid=bbLrhAbx9j13-M:&w=640&h=360&bih=907&biw=1280&ved=0ahUKEwiU6ZOr1trPAhXDaz4KHVj9DUoQMwg5KBUwFQ&iact=mrc&uact=8

