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Núñez Tells Graduates “You are Tomorrow’s Leaders. Tomorrow Starts Today!” 

More than 1,000 undergraduates, along with 106 graduate students, heard the roars 
and cheers of thousands of their family members and friends as they celebrated their 
accomplishment at Eastern’s 120th Commencement Exercises on May 23 at the XL 
Center in Hartford.  Half of the undergraduates were the first in their families to earn 
a bachelor’s degree.  

President Elsa Núñez told graduates not to sit on the sidelines, but to join others 
working to solve pressing problems. “It is your time. You are tomorrow's leaders, and 
tomorrow, my friends, starts today.”  

Commencement speaker Michael P. Meotti, commissioner of higher education and a 
former state senator, talked about attending his 35th college reunion this year and how he valued his 
education at Georgetown University. “The value of those years has shaped my soul.”  

Connecticut State University System (CSUS) Chancellor David Carter told the graduates, “In the days ahead, 
you will continue to define who you are and what you stand for. Today, we celebrate your achievements and 
your success.”  

Quoting Carl Sagan, CSUS Trustee John Sholtis said, “Somewhere, something incredible is waiting to be 
known.” Sholtis told the graduates to push the envelope, to “never stop questioning,” and promised that they 
would achieve things “we can only imagine sitting here today.”  

Albert Vertefeuille, a member of Connecticut’s Higher Education Department Board of Governors, told the 
class that graduation “does not relieve you of your responsibility to continue to grow.”   
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Eastern Awards Honorary Degree to Astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson 

In his remarks thanking Eastern for the honorary degree 
he was given by the University, astrophysicist Neil 
deGrasse Tyson told the Class of 2010, “Try to fix what 
we messed up because I don’t know who else to turn to 
other than the freshly minted class of 2010. Don’t take 
things for granted.”  

Among Tyson’s nine books is his memoir, “The Sky is 
Not the Limit: Adventures of an Urban Astrophysicist” 
and “Origins: Fourteen Billion Years of Cosmic 
Evolution,” co-written with Donald Goldsmith. 
“Origins” is the companion book to the 2004 PBS-NOVA four-part mini-series “Origins,” in which Tyson 
served as on-camera host. Tyson is the first occupant of the Frederick P. Rose Directorship of the Hayden 
Planetarium.  

Eastern Students Win Barnard Scholars Award 

Casey Bessette and Douglas Hackenyos won prestigious Henry Barnard Distinguished 
Student Awards, presented on May 6 to 12 Connecticut State University System seniors 
who have maintained at least a 3.7 grade point average and have a record of substantial 
voluntary service to their universities and communities. Bessette, a theatre major, has 
distinguished herself as a performer in a wide range of dramatic and comedic roles. Her 
work as Celia in Shakespeare’s “As You Like It” resulted in her being singled out as an 
Irene Ryan Scholarship candidate, for which she competed at this year’s Kennedy 
Center American College Theatre Festival. In addition, Bessette has written an original 
research paper on the history of regional theatre in Windham; served as a publications 

assistant in support of Professor David Pellegrini’s work as book review editor for the New England Theatre 
Journal; served as a deejay for Eastern’s campus radio station and as a member of the University’s Drama 
Society; and for more than four years, has lent her time and talents to the Riverfront Children’s Center where 
she volunteers in the preschool classroom, all while maintaining a 3.97 GPA.  

Douglas, a biology major and biochemistry minor with a 3.77 cumulative GPA (and a 
3.96 GPA in his major), is a role model in the classroom and has been named to the 
Dean’s List every semester he has been at Eastern. He is also in Eastern’s University 
Honors Program, and graduated after completing an honors thesis on the respiratory 
physiology of anadromous fish — fish like the salmon who swim upstream to breed.  

Douglas served as captain of Eastern’s men’s lacrosse team for the past two years, 
helping the team capture the Little East Conference regular-season and playoff 
championships in 2009.  As a member of the Student Athlete Advisory Committee, he 
has set up Halloween events for local children and has organized the collection of care 

packages for American troops fighting in Afghanistan.  Douglas was recently accepted into the Doctor of 
Pharmacy Program at the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences in Worcester, where he 
will begin graduate studies this fall with the goal of becoming a community-based pharmacist.   
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Omicron Delta Kappa Induction Ceremony 

 

 

 

 

 

  
On May 11, 17 Eastern students and three staff members were inducted into Omicron Delta Kappa (ODK), 
the National Leadership Honor Society. ODK recognizes and encourages superior scholarship, responsible 
leadership, service in campus life and exemplary character. The student initiates have provided outstanding 
service and leadership in a broad range of campus activities and programs and have a mean grade point 
average of 3.6 on a 4.0 scale. ODK also recognizes faculty, administrators and other individuals who have 
achieved distinction in their chosen profession.  

Student initiates are Courtney L. Bedocs of Hamden, English; Robert Michael Brown of Burlington, 
psychology; Christina Marie Cammisa of Danbury, sociology and English; Carline Charmelus of Norwich, 
psychology; Jeremy M. Choleva of Hebron, biology; Ogoegbunam Chukwuogor of Nigeria and Mansfield 
Center, accounting; Christopher J. Cramer of Manchester, communication; James A. De Leon of Hartford, 
psychology; Kristen M. Fitzsimons of Enfield, mathematics and pre-secondary education; David Michael 
Green Jr. of Thomaston, political science; Leah Hanrahan of Oakdale, individualized major; Michelle Marie 
Kaczynski of New Milford, psychology; Meghan Doyle Mizak of Mystic, history; Amanda Perrin of 
Westbrook, psychology; Katherine E. Redman of Wallingford, history; Patrick Michael Sanady of West 
Hartford, sociology; and Nicholas Zeni of Enfield, communication. Staff initiates are Christopher L. 
Ambrosio, Burr Hall director; Nancy R. DeCrescenzo; acting director of Career Services; and Angelo Simoni 
Jr., University judicial officer.  

Eastern Students Named to Who’s Who in America 

Twelve Eastern students have been selected for “Who’s Who 
Among Students in American Universities and Colleges,” 
which recognizes campus leadership in academic and 
extracurricular activities, citizenship, service and potential for 
future achievement. The national publication is distributed to 
juniors, seniors and graduate students who have been 
nominated by faculty. Students included in the publication 
are Christina Cammisa of Danbury; Saundra Catalina of East 
Hampton; Nikole Doolittle of Middletown; Lauren Hickey 
of Southwick, MA; Matthew Leitao of Manchester; 

Christopher Lemos of Granby; Courtney McBurney of  Branford; Alison Onofrio of North Haven ; Nicholas 
Parenteau of Storrs; Stephanie Rogers of  North Branford; Christina Schirone of Pelham, NY; and Sarah 
Swann of Oxford.  
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Alpha Kappa Delta Inducts 29 New Members 

Eastern’s chapter of Alpha Kappa Delta (AKD), the 
international honor society for sociology, held an 
induction ceremony for new members on May 11. 
Inductees were Jeffrey Arvai of Newington; Susan Bianchi 
of Canterbury; Dina Briscoe of North Stonington; Ebony 
Brown and Jessica Snyder, both of East Hartford; 
Thomas Burek Jr. of Plainfield; Christina Cammisa of 
Danbury; Ashley Dalling of Stratford; Amanda Deabay of 
East Lyme; Amy Erickson and Courtney McBurney, both 
of Branford; Chelsea Fertman and Angel Melendez, both 

of Norwich; Alexandra Flaherty of Willimantic; Michelle Gagne of Groton; Veronica Hyde of Collinsville; 
Amanda Lonsdale of Tolland; Christie Lowell of Brooklyn; Jessica Lowney of Columbia; Nicole Osuba of 
Windham; Christopher Phaiah of Dayville; Jennifer Roach of Griswold; Patrick Sanady and Masio Williams, 
both of West Hartford; Matthew Tiano of Hebron; Nicole Vincelette of Clinton; Jennifer Ward of South 
Windsor; Eliza Welling of Marlborough; and Jessica Zdanys of Woodstock.  

Phi Alpha Theta History Induction Ceremony 

Eleven Eastern students and one faculty member were 
recognized on April 27 for academic excellence in history 
upon their induction into the Phi Alpha Theta National 
History Honor Society.  

Inductees included Jacquelyn Bishop of Newington; 
Patrick Duhamel of Columbia; Katherine Redman of 
Wallingford; Samuel Shelburne of West Hartford; Anne 
Walker of Danielson; and Steven Walker of Bethel. 
Inductees not present included Kaitlin Bellamy of 
Stafford Springs; Robert Farrell of Oxford; Terry Gabriel 
of Gales Ferry; Eugene C. Hendrickson of South Woodstock; and Christopher W. Loso of Salem. Also 
inducted as a faculty initiate was Derek Morrissey of Lisbon Falls, ME, a part-time professor of history at 
Eastern.  

During the ceremony, Carmen Cid, dean of the School of Arts and Sciences, reminded the inductees that 
“history is happening right now. Historians have a lot of power, especially in the media. You have the 
knowledge of the ages on your behalf. Reflect on your power, reflect on your accomplishments, and reflect 
on how you can make a difference to use that power to affect change for the better.”  

The mission of Phi Alpha Theta is to promote the study of history through the encouragement of research, 
good teaching, publication, and the exchange of learning and ideas among historians.  
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Visual Arts Awards Ceremony 

Fifteen Eastern students were recognized on May 13 in 
Shafer Hall Auditorium for outstanding academic and 
artistic achievement in visual arts. Awards were presented 
in the categories of art history, digital art and design, 
painting and drawing, printmaking and sculpture.  

Christina Ciacci of Milford was honored for achievement 
in both art history and painting and drawing. Laura 
Kessler of Canterbury was recognized for achievement in 
both printmaking and painting and drawing. Honored for 
achievement in digital art and design were Brian Ballas of 

Storrs/Mansfield; Kyisha Bishop of Norwich; Wayland Leonard of Killingly; Jessica Lupinacci of Monroe; 
Lawrence Baker of Brookfield; Brianna Bridgewater of Westbrook; Kayla McAuley of Ledyard; Aaron 
Zambarano of Lebanon; Jason Evans of Milford; and Charles Larkin of Stonington.   

Receiving an honorable mention in digital art and design were Emily Gresh of Willimantic and Jennifer Ladd 
of Scotland. Receiving a concentration encouragement mention in digital art and design were Christopher 
Lovelace of Mansfield Center, Meghan Hendricksen of Colchester, Thomas Nicholl Jr. of Norwich, Luisa 
Giammarco of Shelton and Cindy Machi of Ledyard.  

Honored for achievement in painting and drawing were Caitlin Riley of West Haven and Jamie Jackson of 
West Simsbury. Receiving an honorable mention in painting and drawing were Brian Ballas of 
Storrs/Mansfield, Nicole Lauer of Manchester, Mark Doyle of Moosup and Christina Clarino of East Haven.  

Sarah Lucas of Colchester received the Robert Blackburn Award in Printmaking. Katrina Reynolds of Bethel 
and Leanne Church of Moosup received an honorable mention in sculpture. 

In addition, Excellence in Service to the Visual Arts Department Awards were presented Molly Dunn of 
Ellington; Rebecca Marsie of Griswold; Logan Stuart of Vernon; Chris Cox of Somers; Sofia Nicander of 
Manchester; and Kayla McAuley of Ledyard.  

Tri Beta Beta Beta Induction Ceremony 

Susan Herrick ’00, a doctoral student studying ecology and 
evolutionary biology at the University of Connecticut, 
delivered the keynote address on April 16 in the Science 
Building when the Beta Beta Beta Honor Society, Eta Omega 
Chapter recognized 10 students for their distinguished 
academic achievements. Awards were presented to Nicholas 
Adams ’10 of Jewett City; Jennifer Andrews ’11 of Coventry; 
Alyssa Eisenberg ’10 of Hebron; Douglas Hackenyos ’10 of 
West Suffield; Elizabeth Hebner ’12 of Easton; Neisha 
Maynard ’10 of Canterbury; Michelle Mencer ’10 of Mystic; 
Sarah Nieb ’10 of Marlborough; Jamie Sydoriak ’10 of Coventry; and Anissa Turner ’11 of New London.  
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Zeta Chapter of Omicron Delta Epsilon Induction Ceremony 

Six students were inducted into the Zeta Chapter of 
Omicron Delta Epsilon on April 15 for their distinguished 
achievements in economics. They include Bryce W. 
Casavant ’10 of South Windsor; Jennifer M. Jakoboski ’10 
of Tolland; Kassandra A. Kelly ’10 of Niantic; Kyle F. 
Puzacke ’10 of Thomaston; Shari L. Ramponi ’11 of 
Oakville; and Alyssa E. Whitely ’10 of Stamford.  

  
 

Lambda Pi Eta Induction Ceremony 

On April 8, 29 students were inducted into Lambda Pi 
Eta, the official communication studies honor society of 
the National Communication Association (NCA). Several 
other students were recognized recently for academic 
scholarship at the Communication Department’s 
“Celebration of Excellence.” The ceremony was held in 
the Student Center Theatre.  

Inductees included Caitlin Barber and Malcolm Jones, 
both of Norwich; Erin Batherson of Mansfield Center; 
Stephanie Boccanfuso of Norwalk; Holly Carver of East 
Haddam; Erica Daigle of South Windsor; Nikole Doolittle of Middletown; Bethany Dumez of East Hartford; 
Michelle Geraci of Waterbury; Benjamin Gordon of Glastonbury; Daniel Gugliotti of Wolcott; Christine 
Hunt of Portland; Emily Joyce of East Hampton; Bryan Krolikowski, Jayne Rybczyk and Michaela Sullivan, 
all of Bristol; Jeff Langan of Niantic; Daniel McCue of Ocean Isle Beach, NC; Salome Miclette and Christine 
Smith, both of Baltic; Patrick O’Sullivan of Coventry; Sarah Potrikus of Somers; John Prout of Willington; 
Stephanie Rosaci of Woodstock; Megan Savage of Lebanon; Justin Sorel of Brooklyn; Yanli Tang of Ledyard; 
Meaghan Tine of Newington; and Ana Valentin-Jackson of Manchester.  

Fifteen students were honored by the American Advertising Federation. Receiving recognition were Justin 
Bedard of Coventry; Emily Bonoyer of Putnam; Briana Bridgewater of Westbrook; Ashley Fraser of East 
Hartford; Molly Healey of Northford; Brian Hennigan of Oak Ridge, NJ; Jessie Kalos and Todung Vu, both 
of South Windsor; Brian Lebrecque of Waterford; Christopher Lepine of Litchfield, NH; Tiffany Lloyd of 
Bronx, NY; Eddie Mailhot of Stamford; Joelle Schrock of Stratford; and Kara Sisk of Lyme.  

Twelve students were inducted into the Public Relations Student Society of America. Inductees were Katelyn 
Battinelli of Stamford; Nicole Carbone of Wethersfield; Christine Cardot and Kaitlyn Nystrom, both of 
Norwich; Nikole Doolittle of Middletown; Erica Dube of Hamden; Joshua Dubinsky of Woodstock; Lauren 
Guerrere of Monroe; Sarah Mary Johnson of Watertown; Aiyanna Mederios of East Hampton; Whitney 
Muthig of Cheshire; and Taylor Verni of Killingworth.  
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Justin Sorel of Brooklyn received the NCA Scholar Award for his outstanding scholarship and the American 
Advertising Federation Alpha Delta Sigma Honor Society Award for scholastic achievement in advertising 
studies.  

Daniel McCue of Ocean Isle Beach, NC; Michael Rouleau of Vernon; Andrew Young of Clinton; Jacqueline 
Russo of East Haven; and Zachary Brennan of Jewett City were recognized for service to the Campus 
Lantern, Eastern’s student newspaper.  

ECSU-TV 22, Eastern’s television and media club, recognized its slate of officers. Honored were Matthew 
Fletcher of Manchester as president; Jeff Langan of Niantic as vice president; Nicholas Zeni of Enfield as 
treasurer; Daphne Beckers of Manchester as secretary; and Michelle Geraci of Waterbury as co-executive 
producer.  

Alpha Chapter of the Alpha Upsilon Chi International Induction Ceremony 

Nine Eastern students were recognized on May 11 for 
their distinguished achievements in Eastern’s Health and 
Physical Education Department.  The Alpha Chapter of 
the Alpha Upsilon Chi International Health, Physical 
Education, Recreation, Sport and Dance Honor Society 
held the ceremony in the Student Center Theatre. 
Inductees included Michael Angeli ’11 of Portland; Mark 
D’Alesandro ’10 of East Hartford; Christopher Foti ’11 of 
Walpole, MA; Matthew Lance ’10 of Stratford; Mallory 
Nadro ’10 of Stamford; Stephanie Norell ’11 of Stratford; 
Christina Schirone ’11 of Pelham, NY; Gianna Trombino 

’11 of East Moriches, NY; and Jeffrey Veneziano ’12 of Rocky Hill.  

Pi Sigma Alpha Induction Ceremony 

Ten Eastern students were inducted into the Alpha Beta 
Gamma Chapter of the Pi Sigma Alpha Political Science 
Honor Society on May 11 for their distinguished 
achievements in Eastern’s political science program. The 
ceremony was held in the Connecticut Room of  Gelsi-
Young Hall. Jeffrey Dudas, professor of political science 
at the University of Connecticut, was the keynote 
speaker. Inductees included Megan Bolton ’10 of 
Stratford; Edward Colon ’10 of New Britain; Christopher 
Czekaj ’10 of Branford; Michael Hislop ’11 of East Lyme; 
John Lappie ’10 of North Branford; Steven Lyon ’10 of Willimantic; Alison Roach ’10 of Griswold; Ian 
Watson ’10 of Willimantic; William Welz III ’10 of Brooklyn; and Zackary April ’11 of Mystic.  
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Pi Zeta Chapter of the Phi Alpha Induction Ceremony 

Twenty–two Eastern students were recognized on April 
17 for their distinguished achievements in Eastern’s Social 
Work (BSW) program. The Pi Zeta Chapter of the Phi 
Alpha Honor Society held the ceremony in the J. Eugene 
Smith Library. Social workers Dorayne Carter, MSW, 
LCSW and Alan Slobodien, MA, were the guest speakers. 
Inductees included Rachel Aguiar of Groton; Denise 
Cardoza of Lisbon; Joshua Lundberg of New London; 
Lauren Voelker of Waterford; Sabrina Danard of 
Cheshire; Jessica Goldie of Dayville; Kira Filacchione and 
Daniel Hayes of Deep River; Rebecca Stratton of Enfield; 

Kathryn Brereton of East Haven; Alison Onofrio of North Haven; Mallory Watson of Preston; Jody 
Campanello of Rocky Hill; Jennifer Sanna of Wells, ME; Melissa Brown of Lebanon; Kelsey Campbell of 
Willimantic; Joyce Johnson of Chaplin; Crystal MacKinnon of North Windham; and Mallory Watson of 
Preston.  

Psi Chi Induction Ceremony 

Thirty-three students were recognized on 
May 11 for academic excellence in 
psychology upon their induction into the 
Psi Chi National Honor Society. 
Inductees included Samantha 
Abbamonte of Pomfret Center; Christine 
Anderson of Chaplin; Dayna Beardsley 
of Bethel; Jennifer Bessette of North 
Windham; Katelyn Black of Preston; 
Brendan Broadbin of Stratford; Carline 
Charmelus of Norwich; Alyssia Cinami 
of Woodstock Valley; Kaitlin Cormier of Bristol; Brian Deal of Collinsville; Jordan Deckert of Southington; 
Kelsy Doheny of West Haven; Christina Frugale of Cheshire; Grant Galbraith of Middletown; Nicole 
Habercoss of Sterling; Leah Hanrahan of Oakdale; Margaret Hawk of Oakdale; Amanda Lonsdale of Tolland; 
Michelle Meoli of East Haven; Amanda Messier of Plainfield; Ashley Miller of Lebanon; Michele Monnerat 
of Wolcott; Morgan O’Reilly of Niantic; Lindsey Odell of Dover Plains, NY; Connor Patros of Columbia; 
Amanda Perrin of Westbrook; Justin Phee of Wallingford; Blair Pugliese of Milford; Lisa Sanders of Lisbon; 
Joseph Serino of Stratford; Ashley Tuggle of South Windsor; Chelsea Zimmitti of Colchester; and Joy 
Fleming Zuzel of Willimantic.   

Psi Chi was established to encourage, stimulate and maintain excellence in scholarship, and to advance the 
science of psychology. The mission of Psi Chi is to recognize well-educated, ethical and socially responsible 
students who are committed to the field of psychology. 
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Delta Mu Delta Induction Ceremony 

On April 26, 31 Eastern students were inducted into 
Delta Mu Delta, the National Honor Society in Business 
Administration. Inductees included Jessica Adelson of 
Amston; Melissa Albert of Wolcott; Mary Angela 
Almquist of Ashford; Suzanna Baharom of Malaysia and 
Willimantic; Alyson Bosse of Trumbull; Eric Bukowski of 
Cheshire; Ogoegbunam Chukwuogor of Nigeria and 
Mansfield Center; Tracie Eyrolles of Groton; Heather 
Farrington of Colchester; Zachary Flight of Griswold; 
Nicholas Gallo of New Britain; Joseph Gill of Stratford; 
Anthony Giordano of Northfield; Ryan Harings of Gales 

Ferry; John Harrison of Manchester; Lauren Hickey of Southwick, MA; Kelsey Hicks of Coventry; Samantha 
Julian of Putnam; Krista Juliano of Granby; Dana LaFond of Coventry; Amber Owens of Lebanon; Corey 
Rogalin of Shelton; Adam Romeo of Waterford; Daniel Seaha of Rocky Hill; Kacy Shafiee of Ridgefield; 
Annette Sines of Norfolk, VA; Kara Sisk of Lyme; David Tignonsini of Vernon; Brittany Waller of Windsor; 
Zachary Young of Moosup; Taylor Zurowski of Moosup. 

Upsilon Pi Epsilon Induction Ceremony 

On May 11, 20 Eastern students were inducted into the 
Connecticut Alpha Chapter of Upsilon Pi Epsilon, the 
honor society for computing and information systems. 
Inductees included Tyler Behuniak of Clinton; Alyson 
Bosse of Trumbull; Xian Clere of Glastonbury; April 
Duffy of Coventry; James Ellsworth of Pomfret Center; 
Zachary Flight of Griswold; Joseph Gill of Stratford; 
Michael Hainer of North Branford; Ryan Harings of 
Gales Ferry; Ethan Harris of Ledyard; Joseph Horner of  
Manchester; Marguerite Koch of Colchester; John Kraft of Manchester; Carolyn LaSaracina of Salem; 
Kimberley Lim of Willimantic; Ed Partlow of Putnam; David Quimby of Willimantic; James Smith of Gales 
Ferry; Oleh Svirshchevsky of Colchester; and Rick Wiese of Ledyard.  

Kappa Mu Epsilon Induction Ceremony 

On May 11, 11 Eastern students were inducted into 
Kappa Mu Epsilon, the international honor society for 
mathematics. Inductees included: Michael Buckland 
ofManchester; Michael Calvo of Mansfield Center; Emma 
Cox of Colchester; Molly Dunn of Ellington; Andrew 
Lawton of Cromwell; Michael Masterson of Gales Ferry; 
Michael Park of Norwich; Jessica Pelletier of Rocky Hill; 
Mark Satchell of Brooklyn; Neal Sherman of Brooklyn; 
and Elizabeth Thibault of Bristol.  
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English Excellence Awards Ceremony 

Five Eastern students majoring in English were presented 
awards for outstanding academic achievements on May 
10. Kerri Walsh was presented the Award for Academic 
Excellence, for demonstrating superior ability and 
dedication to reading literature and interpreting it well in 
class discussions and in written work. Stephen Barbour 
was named recipient of the Award for Commitment to 
Teaching, for demonstrating a commitment to 
participating in teaching internships, the Writing 
Associates program and through volunteer work in the 
area of teaching. Holly Gonzalez won the Award for 

Service to the Department for helping with departmental projects, coordinated events, and organizing student 
club events that have a connection with literature or writing.  

The Award for Contributions to the Cultural Life of the Campus was presented to Andrew Garaventa for his 
active involvement as writer/editor in literary publications, theatrical performer and other literary and artistic 
events on campus. Anastasia Johansen won the Award for Lifelong Learning, presented to a returning or 
continuing student who has shown a steady love of literature, writing and the pursuit of knowledge.  

Eastern Sports Honors 

Students Win Major Athletic Awards 

Six students won Eastern’s major athletic awards this spring. Courtney Bedocs of  
Hamden was presented the Bonnie J. Edmondson Senior Female Sports Person-of-
the-Year award. Bedocs was a four-year member of the lacrosse program and an 
English and Education major who was a member of the Education honor society, 
Kappa Delta Pi, and the National Leadership Honor Society, Omicron Delta Kappa.  

Maxim Fantl of West Hartford won the Francis E. Geissler Senior Male Sports 
Person of the Year award.  The two-time team soccer captain and 2010 team lacrosse 
captain earned a multitude of individual athletic and academic awards at the 
institutional, conference, regional and national levels. Last fall, Fantl was named to 
the NSCAA Scholar All-America first team and was a second-team CoSIDA/ESPN 

The Magazine Academic All-District choice. He earned a spot on the Little East Conference academic honor 
roll in all three years of eligibility in both sports (minimum 3.30 overall GPA) and received an Eastern/E-
Club Outstanding Scholar-Athlete Award (minimum 3.50 overall GPA) in both years of eligibility.  

Molly Rathburn of Hebron was honored with the Female Athlete of the Year award. As Division III’s most 
dominant pitcher, the first-team All-America and ECAC and Little East Conference Pitcher-of-the-Year led 
the Warriors to a program-tying 39 wins, their first regional championship in 18 years and a third-place finish 
in the NCAA Division III Tournament. Rathbun also doubled as the team’s top hitter this year, recording a 
.402 batting average and also leading the team in RBI (38), doubles (10) and home runs (9).  
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Daniela Marchitto of Orange was named Female Rookie of the 
Year. A two-sport starter, Marchitto helped the soccer team to the 
Little East Conference playoff championship and the lacrosse team 
to a share of the conference regular-season title and a berth in the 
playoff finals.  

Joshua Fitzpatrick of Beacon Falls was named Male Rookie of the 
Year. Competing in the pole vault, long jump and triple jump, 
Fitzpatrick earned All-Little East Conference and All-New 
England Alliance in all three events – indoors and outdoors.  

A record 40 Eastern Connecticut State University student-athletes 
representing 14 intercollegiate programs were awarded an E-Club 
Scholar-Athlete Award for 2009/10 in the 29th year of the awards 
program.  

All student-athletes having achieved junior or senior athletic and 
academic eligibility with cumulative GPAs of at least 3.15 qualify for a scholar-athlete award.  

For more information on the achievements of Eastern athletes, visit www.easternct.edu/athletics. 
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