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205 Whitney Avenue, 1st Floor

Connecticut Fund for the Environment

August 9, 2002

Mr. Joel Rinebold
Executive Director

Institute for Sustainable Energy
83 Windham Street

Willimantic CT 06226

Via hand-delivery

Re:

Study

Dear Mr. Rinebold:
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Docket No. 02-04-23—Task Force / Long Island Sound

The Connecticut Fund for the Environment submits the attached

document in response to your request for preliminary position papers

from Long Island Sound Task Force members to summarize concerns

pertaining to the above-referenced matter. Please contact or me at

(203) 787-0646, ext. 106, or Curt Johnson at (203) 787-0646, ext. 111,

if you have questions about this material. Thank you for your attention

28 Grand Street

New Haven, Connecticut 06511

tothis matter.

203-787-0646 <

Sincerely,

Penny H. Anthopolos

CFE Staff Attorney

Fax 203-787-0246

* Hartford, Connecticut 06106 » 860-524-1639

Printed on recycled paper

www.cfenv.org

{@ﬂ/ﬂ«ﬁ @7«'% lod—



" Conhecti‘cut Fund for the Environment

Prellmlnary Position Paper of the Connectlcut Fund for the Envnronment,
o Member of the Long Island Sound Task Force -

By Curtis Johnson and Penny Anthopolos

The Connectlcut Fund for the EnV1ronment (“CFE”) views the Long Island Sound
, Task Force as an opportunrty to use sound planmng to av01d wherever possrble the very - B
~ real threats that energy crossmgs pose. 16 Long Island Sound an 1mportant reglonal and

natlonal estuary.

In order to fulﬁll the mandate set by the Leglslature n creatlng thls Task Force .
the Connectlcut Fund for the Env1ronment perceives that several steps must be taken: (1)
- to complete a thorough and comprehenswe assessment 1dent1fy1ng the most crltlcal and
- important natural resources and habitats i in the Sound;. (2) to learn from the negative im-
' pacts to the Sound $ resources from past transrnlssmn llnes across Sound (3) to galn a
genume and rehable understandlng of the energy needs of Connecticut and the reglon .
(4) to understand the rehabrllty, or lack thereof of the Siting Councrl s regulatory scheme o
*in approval of energy—transmrssron prOJ ects in today s changed energy market and per- .
‘haps most imporiant, .5 ) to carefully Study and make znformed recommendatzons on l‘he
' alternatzves that would prevent or at least szgnzf cantly dzmznzsh the destructzon and-im-
B pazrment of the Sound’ s natural resources, through arvozdzng the placement of energy—
‘ transmzsszon projects in 1 the Sound altogether or, falllng that, through ensurzng that all
| future energy transmzsszon prOJects placed in the Sound are sited in-a manner to carefull v

- and fully avozd the Sound’s most cruczal natural resources.

The Leglslature in creatlng and settlng forth the respons1b111t1es of this Task -
Force, expressly rnandated that the Task Force carefully consider alternatives to protect

Long Island Sound——,not merely that the Task Force review current and llkely future pro-v
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"‘posals and make recommendatlons as to therr surtablhty for placement in the Sound
N The Task Force must consrder alternatwes that av01d harmmg the Sound. ‘These altema— _‘ s
""'trves 1nclude among others, enhanced and effectrve demand-srde reductlon programs v
- the 1nnovat1ve and promrsmg development of feasrble and: cost effect1ve fuel- cell tech- |
- nologres clean generatron of power on Long Island that would make electncal cables
from Connectrcut to Long Island unnecessary, and careful evaluatron of the exrstlng pro-
‘posals for more traditional energy 1nfrastructure development to meet Long Island S en- |

ergy needs that avoid crossrng the Sound entirely.

~The Connectrcut Fund for the Envrronment belreves that more emphasrs w1th1n o
‘ the Task F orce. (and in other truly regulatory entltles) must be- placed upon these tech— -
, nologles and proposals whrch could partlcularly n concert with one another meet the -

“energy needs of Connectlcut and the region.

However a crrtlcal questron that arrses when determlmng whether such technolo— '

gies would be sufﬁc1ent to meet these energy needs is: What are the short- and long—term_ =

energy ! need of the regron‘7 An unbrased approach must be taken by the Task Force (and -

: ',Workmg Group) to determme whether the energy benefits to Connectiuct purported by
Long Island Sound energy-transrmss1on advocates are genurne The Task Force mem-
“bers must honestly study and answer the questron of whether the percerved srgnrﬁcantly
1ncreased needs relate pnmanly to ensuring energy relrabrlrty for consumers or to in- - |

creasrng proﬁts for people w1th1n the energy 1ndustry

A genurne and s1gn1frcant regron-wrde 1ncreased energy need does warrant ag—

gressrve but Very carefully planned emphasrs on meetrng that need However the

o gradually unprovrng v1ta11ty of our State ] most fragrle and: unrque natural resource 1S

- certarnly not worth nskrng for. any reason partrcularly if alternatlves exrst to meet that -
need. At the very least we must aV01d destructlon or 1mpa1rment of the most vulnerable -

‘ _.of the Sound’s 1mportant natural resources.



