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The Green Campus Initiative

ÅUniversities have an obligation to operate in a 
manner that is ecologically and socially sound as 
well as economically viable.

ÅTo do this they need to act in a sustainable manner 
considering all three when making planning and 
operational decisions. 

ÅUniversities are being asked to support the regional, 
national and worldwide climate change efforts .  This 
includes actions to lower emissions, and reduce 
dependence on fossil fuels.

ÅMost organizations are also internally driven to 
reduce unnecessary energy use and reduce cost for 
energy and maintenance.

ÅUniversities should become òLearning Laboratoriesó 
for the future citizens and leaders of the world.



Twelve Steps to a

Sustainable (Green) Campus

1. Teaching and Research

2. Purchasing and 

Administrative Services

3. Solid Waste Reduction 

and Recycling

4. Energy Conservation

5. Energy Purchasing

6. Water and Waste Water 

Management

7.   Hazardous Waste      

Management

8.   Transportation

9.   Food and Food Service

10. Campus Grounds and 

Land Use

11. New Construction

12. Campus Planning and 

Design



Teaching and Research

ÅTeach Environmental 

Literacy

ÅThe Campus as a  

ñLearning Laboratoryò

ÅEngage in Community 

Outreach

ÅTake an Interdisciplinary 

Approach

ÅStrengthen Core 

Programs

ÅEncourage undergraduate 

research in sustainability



Purchasing and 

Administration
Å Only buy what you need

Å Buy environmentally friendly 
products

Å Use Energy Star Standards

Å Buy post consumer recycled  
materials

Å Include in all requirements 
for providing all goods and 
services

Å Use your Buying Power and 
Investor Influence to 
recognize and encourage 
responsible behavior in 
suppliers



Solid Waste Management and 

RecyclingÅEstablish a Waste 

Reduction Ethic

ÅPerform Analysis 

ÅMinimize

ÅWork with facilities

Å Provide Convenient 

Stations

Å Special Collection 

Days

Å Promote Repair and 

Swap

Å Recognize 

Performance

Å Encourage student 

participation



Energy Conservation
ÅTrack Use and Cost

ÅMeter & Sub-meter

ÅBenchmark

ÅLife Cycle Analysis

ÅRetrofit and Renovate

ÅParticipate in Existing 
Utility Programs

ÅEncourage Student 
Involvement

ÅInvestigate Performance 
Contracts

ÅEnergy saving contests



Energy Purchasing

ÅImprove Campus 
Efficiency First

ÅImprove Campus 
Load Profile

ÅConvert from High 
Emission Fuels

ÅPurchase Green
Power 

ÅInstall Renewables

ÅConsider CHP

ÅConsider Carbon 
Sequestering



Water and Waste Water 

Management
ÅReport, Respond   and 

Repair

ÅRetrofit with ñWater 

Saversò

ÅTry Waterless

ÅMinimize Irrigation

ÅCapture Rainwater

ÅProtect Groundwater

ÅTake shorter showers



Hazardous Waste 

Management
ÅExceed Haz-Mat 

requirements

ÅEducate Generators

ÅDevelop Tracking

ÅImplement Swapping

ÅSwitch to Non-Toxics

ÅRecycle & Recover 
CFCs

ÅEnsure Proper 
Disposal



Transportation

ÅEncourage 

Car- Pooling

ÅSupport 

Ride-Share

ÅUse Public 

Transportation

ÅSupport Bikes and 

walking

ÅConvert Vehicles to 

Alternate Fuels


