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Twelve Steps to a
Sustainable (Green) Camp

1. Activities
2. Staff Training
3. Purchasing and  

Administrative Services
4. Solid Waste Reduction and 

Recycling
5. Energy Conservation
6. Green Energy
7. Water and Waste Water 

Management

8.   Hazardous Waste    
Management

9.   Transportation
10.  Food and Food Service
11.  Camp Grounds and Land 

Use
12.  Facility Planning and 

Design
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Activities
• Play games related to environmental 

awareness

• Each cabin is assigned a trail to 

keep clean for the summer

• Start a weather forecasting program

• Have a nature day

• Dedicate a tree to the camp place 

to tell stories

• Participate in local clean up projects

• Put up “bud bursts” poster noting leaf 

growth on all trees and when they bud

• Blank posters around camp so 

campers can write about their nature 

discoveries

• Hands-on discovery table

• Create nature artwork (birdhouses, 

leaf drawings, etc.)
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• Teach Environmental Literacy & Ecology

• The Camp as a  “Learning Laboratory”

• Engage the whole Community 

• Add a section on the camp website about 
going green

• Encourage others to conserve

• Provide camp program ideas

• Be aware of environmental issues to teach 
the campers about

• Have field guides to educate staff on 
organisms found throughout the camp

• Put pamphlets and posters up educating 
campers

Staff Training
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Purchasing and Administration

• Only buy what you need
• Buy environmentally friendly 

products
• Use Energy Star Standards
• Buy post consumer recycled  

materials
• Include in all requirements 

for providing all goods and 
services

• Use your Buying Power and 
Community Influence to 
recognize and encourage 
responsible behavior in 
suppliers

• Buy environmental friendly 
chemicals
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Solid Waste Management 
and Recycling

• Establish a Waste Reduction 
Ethic

• Perform Analysis 

• Minimize

• Provide Convenient Stations

• Special Collection Days

• Promote Repair and Swap

• Recognize Performance

• Encourage participation

• Use half sheets when printing

• Use email more and scrap 
paper

• Recycled arts and crafts

• Make compost area

• Use rechargeable batteries in 
flashlights
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• Track Use and Cost

• Meter & Sub-meter

• Benchmark & Rank 
Buildings

• Use Life Cycle Analysis

• Retrofit and Renovate

• Participate in Conservation 
Programs

• Encourage Involvement

• Energy Saving Contests

• Check insulation, 
appliances, and boilers

• Use computerized 
thermostats

Energy Conservation
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Were does the Energy Go?

Energy Efficiency 

is the 

Most Cost Effective

Strategy
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Green Energy

• Improve Campus 
Efficiency First

• Convert from High 
Emission Fuels

• Purchase Green Power 

• Install Renewable Energy 
Systems

• Consider Carbon 
Sequestering

• Install sun filters on 
windows

• Put out weather 
instruments
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On-Site Solar Applications
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Geothermal Exchange

Utilize heat pumps and the temperature 

of the earth to heat and cool
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Water and Waste Water 
Management

• Report, Respond and 

Repair

• Retrofit with “Water Savers”

• Consider Waterless

• Minimize Irrigation

• Capture Rainwater

• Protect Groundwater

• Take shorter showers

• Use low flow shower heads

• Install a waterless urinal
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Hazardous Waste 
Management

• Exceed Haz-Mat 
requirements

• Educate Generators

• Develop Tracking

• Switch to Non-Toxics

• Recycle & Recover 

• Ensure Proper 
Disposal
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Transportation
• Encourage 

Car- Pooling & 
Ride-Share

• Use Appropriately 
Sized Vehicle

• Use Public 
Transportation

• Support Bikes and 
Walking

• Convert Vehicles to 
Electric & Alternate 
Fuels

• Create bicycle racks 
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Alternative Fuels
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Food and Food Service

• Buy Locally in Season

• Eat “Low on the Food 

Chain”

• Support Organic Food 

Producers and Suppliers 

• Minimize Disposable 

Trays, Plates, Utensils

• Promote Reusable Mugs

• Plant a vegetable garden

• Food waste monitoring 

system 
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• Redefine Camp Beauty

• Reduce Lawn Areas

• Protect Wetlands, 

Watershed and Wildlife

• Protect Trees

• Plant Native Species

• Natural Walkways Evolve

• Build and put of bird houses

• Keep records of natural 

occurrences

Campus Grounds 

and Land Use
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• Don’t Oversize & 
Overbuild

• Use High Performance 
Building Standards

• Exceed Energy Codes

• Use Natural Systems

• Incorporate Renewables

• Use Environmentally 
Friendly Materials

• Use Life-Cycle analysis

• Recycle Construction 
Debris

New Construction
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• Develop a Master Plan

• Preserve Green Space

• Minimize On-Campus 
Driving

• Maintain Indigenous 
Plantings

• Preserve Solar Access

• Perform Impact 
Review of All 
Expansion Plans

Camp Planning and Design
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What Can You Do?

• Brainstorm  

•Organize energy saving competitions 

• Organize recycling efforts

• Use buses and carpool to save fuel and money

• Encourage change in cafeteria menu and service

• Conduct “buy local” campaigns

• Encourage walking and bike riding
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www.SustainEnergy.org

21



Green Campus Initiative

(on www.sustainenergy.org)
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CT Energy Information 

www.ctenergyinfo.com
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Questions?

Green 
Campus 
Initiative

“ It’s not easy being GREEN ! ”

Kermit T.  Frog
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