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Overview of 2015  
The Institute for Sustainable Energy at Eastern Connecticut State University was 

established in 2000 by the Board of Trustees of the Connecticut State University 

System.  Over the past 15 years, the ISE has served as an objective resource to 

advance the adoption of practical, cost-effective solutions and strategies that 

increase energy efficiency, sustainability, and resilience.  We provide support to 

municipalities, state agencies, colleges and universities, K-12 schools, and others 

through education, research, and technical assistance.   

Our Mission 
ñTo identify, develop, and become an objective energy and educational resource 

regarding the means for achieving a sustainable energy future for Connecticut.ò  

2015 Highlights 
Our 2015 work focused on promoting and showcasing sustainability at the stateôs 

colleges and universities, implementing energy and cost savings at Connecticutôs 

Technical High Schools, fostering sustainability in K-12 schools, supporting 

sustainability actions in our communities, and initiating national best practices on 

new building construction. In addition to our dedicated staff, our team includes 

many Eastern student interns who gain important energy and sustainability 

expertise to prepare them for Connecticutôs clean energy workforce.  
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Spearheading Sustainability in 
Higher Education 
The ISE, located at Eastern Connecticut State University, has always had a strong 

connection to higher education institutions and students through campus 

sustainability. As the only sector with organizational commitments to carbon 

neutrality, Connecticutôs higher education institutions serve as a role model of 

climate change leadership for the state and nation. These institutions provide a 

model for setting and tracking climate targets and for accountability in meeting 

climate commitments. 

CT Alliance for Campus Sustainability 
In 2014, the ISE and Yale Universityôs Office of Sustainability launched the 

Connecticut Alliance for Campus Sustainability to promote networking and 

collaboration among Connecticutôs public and private colleges and universities.  In 

2015, our work with the Alliance resulted in: 

¶ April 28 ï Eastern hosted #SustainU2015, Connecticutôs Second Annual 

Campus Sustainability Conference, bringing together 130+ attendees with 

representatives from 15 colleges and universities from around the state.  

¶ June 25 ï Wesleyan University hosted a Summer Roundtable for faculty, staff 

and students from various Connecticut campuses to share best practices and 

explore procurement options for on-campus solar installations.  

¶ October 5-9 ï Connecticut celebrated its first statewide Campus Sustainability 

Week. Multiple higher education institutions held events to showcase and 

promote sustainability to students, faculty, and the general public. 

Participating campuses included: Eastern Connecticut State University, 

Middlesex Community College, University of Hartford, University of St. 

Joseph, and Yale University. 

36% of 
Connecticutôs 

Colleges and 

Universities have 

made commitments to 

become carbon 

neutral 

 

 

ñI was grateful for the 

invite to attend this free 

sustainability conference. I 

found the discussions on 

ongoing sustainability 

work at Connecticut 

campuses enlightening, 

particularly given the 

focus on local work.ò 

ð Attendee of 

#SustainU2015. 

Eastern students showcase solar devices during the first statewide Campus Sustainability 
Week (October 2015).  


