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Food Waste / Composting Pilot



Å This is a pilot ! 

Å Impetus for pilot

Å Some elementary schools, HS enviro clubs, Growing Great 

Schools & Clean Energy Task Force expressed interest

Å Knew large-scale on-site composting not feasible for WHPS

Å Covanta Energy approached us

Å Might be a better way of dealing with our food waste ïenviro 

& economics ïFOOD is heavy.

Å Public Works, Plant & Facilities (custodial), Nutrition Services 

all willing to try

Å Public Works ïincr recycling rate 27% Ą 60%, 3rd barrel

Pilot ïBig Picture



Å Same system, look/feel all the way through WHPS

Å Learn it young, carries through to HS

Å Colors, symbols (from Seattle)

Å Station (from MN)

Ultimate Vision
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Å Has to be cost-effective. Divert enough heavy

food waste from trash that it pays for itself. 

Å Eventually, Public Works savings might be 

funneled back into system for Nutrition 

Services to by compostable utensils, plates, 

etc. creating opportunity for further 

diversion/savings. 

Ultimate Vision
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Å Education 

Å 16 schools, ~9,500 students + staff

Å Full circle ïwaste becomes feedstock, 

compost returned to school gardens

Å Change behavior ïless waste to start 

withéchange what you pack and how 

you pack it

Å Change behavior ïemphasis on 

separation might increase recycling too

Ultimate Vision
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Å 2 High Schools

Å Kitchens ïsignage, buckets on prep tables & green barrels

Å Cafeterias ïcustom recycling station 

Å Worked with Enviro Clubs on outreach/training ïLink Crew, 

advisory presentations, slides, videos, email, ñdo somethingò 

day

Å Custodial staff deposit food waste in separate bin out back

Å Collected 2x per week by local WH company Blue Earth 

Composting, transported to Harvest New England in Ellington 

and made into traditional compost/soil (Future Ą Southington 

bio-digestion facilities)

Å School gardens get some soil back to demonstrate ñfull circleò

Last Year



Kitchen



Cafeteria


