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ñPoetry is a way of taking life by the throat.ò  
Robert Frost  

 
 
Select Databases under Find Information for a list of our 
databases. 
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Choose a complete A-Z list or Databases by Academic Department/Subject 

 
 

Columbia Granger's World of Poetry Online 

Columbia Granger's World of Poetry Online is the premier poetry index for locating 

poetry in anthologies with 250,000 poems in full text and 450,000 citations. The 

collection is drawn from world literature from ancient to modern times in English and 

English translation.  This database includes selective commentary, biographies, 

bibliographies, and a glossary of terms.  

In hundreds of cases, basic information about a particular poem's content, form, and 

date are available, together with guides to further reading. Thousands of poems are 

accompanied by a biography of the author. In this supporting material, links play an 

important part in establishing connections between poems throughout the history of 

English literature . There are thousands of such links: from biographies to poems; 

from commentaries to poems; from commentaries to the glossary; from the glossary 

to poems; and more. The Columbia Grangerôs World of Poetry offers complete 

coverage of the works of several individual great poets, including the complete poems of 

Shelley, Blake, Burns, Keats, Marvell, Poe, Unamuno, Heine, Baudelaire, and other 

major poets. In addition users will find a wealth of current poetry from some of the 

best poetry periodicals, such as Poetry Magazine, The Southern Review, and Poetry 

Northwest. 

 
 
Quick Search 

When you first enter The Columbia Grangerôs World of Poetry you will be at the Home 

Page. There are Quick Search boxes at the left of the page (see below). On all the 

following pages the Quick Search boxes will appear at the top of the page.  
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Searching by Poet 

To search for a poet, enter the poetôs name in the box, labeled ñPoet.ò Enter the first 

and/or last name (in any order). The search results are organized by poet name, in 

alphabetical order. Click on the poetôs name to view a list of poems by that poet.  

 

 

Searching by Poem 

To search by title, enter the poemôs title in the box labeled ñPoem.ò On the following 

search results pages the titles are in alphabetical order.  

 

 

If you entered ñFern Hill,ò Dylan Thomasôs poem is listed after ñEpistle from Fern Hill,ò 

and before ñFrom New Lodge to Fern Hillò (see below). 
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Articles are discounted in the alphabetization, so if you search for ñThe Retreatò you 

will find your poem towards the end of the page, at the ñRòs. If you want to search an 

exact phrase, you should use quotation marks, and if you wish to search just part of a 

word, you should use the asterisk as a wildcard, ie, ñMetamorph*ò. If you remember 

only part of a title, you can enter those words you remember.  

Ą If you do not get results from your search, try changing the punctuation or word 

spacing. For instance, if you used current spelling for Marianne Moore's "To a Steam 

Roller" your search term would have been "To a Steamroller," which would not yield 

results. Trying separating or hyphenating words if there are no results. 

 

 

Searching by Poet Name and Poem Title 

If you wish to see fewer results, you can perform a combination search, filling in both 

Poet and Poem boxes. If you type ñHenry Vaughanò into the Poet box, and ñThe 

Retreatò into the Poem box, be careful to view the complete list as this database Displays 

results in order of Poet last name, then Poem Title/First Line. 

 
 

Searching by First Line and Poem Text: ñA narrow fellow in the grassò 

When you enter a title  or line in the search box for poem, the default search is by poem 

title . However, if you entered a search with no title results, a first line search is 

automatically conducted. Similarly, if you entered a line from a poem for which there 

were no matches in titles or first lines, the poem text would be displayed after the first 

search. If you want an exact match for your line or phrase of text in full text searches 

you should enclose the phrase in quotation marks (see below). 

 
 

Search Results Page in Quick Search 

If an entry has full text, there will be an indicator directly below the entry: [text] . Click 

on the poem title to read the text. 
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If there is commentary, a critical essay in History and Criticism, or audio, these are 

also indicated below the entry. To read a commentary or critical essay, click on the 

poem title and then click on the ñCommentaryò or ñHistory and Criticismò link at the 

top right of the page. 

 
 

Audio 

To hear audio, click on the poem title and then click on ñAudioò at the top right of the 

page. 

 

 
 

Poem Information Tab 

Additional information: AKA (Alternate Title), Subjects, Sources, 1
st
 and last line. 
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Click on the poet name for a list of all the poems by that author indexed in Grangerôs.  

 

Poet Biographies 

Poet biographies are indicated near the poet name [bio] . Click on [bio]  for the biography.  

 

Once you have searched for a poem or a poet the search results are in alphabetical 

order for t itle and first line searches, and by relevance for text searches. If youôve 

entered a very broad search, that will have results in titles, first lines, and full text, such 

as ñRoses,ò in the left-hand box you can click on ñFirst Lineò to see the results of 

ñrosesò in first lines, or ñFull Text,ò to see the results of ñrosesò in the full text of poems, 

once youôve seen the results as a title search. 

 
 

Compare Poems 

You can compare any two poems with full text on The Columbia Grangerôs World of 

Poetry by looking at them side-by-side on the same page. This is especially convenient 

when comparing poems in translation with the original language, comparing a parody 

with the poem it is parodying, comparing a poem that alludes to another poem, and 

comparing different versions of the same poem. To compare poems, search first for a 

poem and click to the Poem View page. To compare Jane Taylorôs ñThe Starò with Lewis 

Carrollôs parody: 

 

Search Poem: twinkle, twinkle little star  
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Click on the title for Poem View 

 
 

Click on the 3rd tab at the top of the page, ñCompare Poems.ò  

 

 
 

The poem you were just looking at is now on the left side of the page. There is now a 

search box on the right. Type your search term in the search box.  

  

 
 

The search will default to title, and if your term is a first line or a line elsewhere in 

the poem text, you will need to click on ñFirst Lineò or ñFull Textò in the left-hand 

box). 

 

 


