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Information Literacy @ Your Library 
 

 

Introduction to Research Databases for LAP 130 
 

 
 
The J. Eugene Smith Library Home Page is http://www.easternct.edu/smithlibrary/ 
 
Select Databases under Find Information for a list of our databases. 
 

 

Choose a complete A-Z list or Databases by Academic Department/Subject: 
 

 
 

http://www.easternct.edu/smithlibrary/
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Academic Search Premier 
Academic Search Premier provides full text for nearly 4,500 academic, social science, 
humanities, computer science, engineering, general science, education and multi-cultural 
journals. In addition to the full text, this database offers indexing and abstracts for more than 
8,100 journals in the collection. More than 3,600 journals are peer reviewed and searchable 
cited references are provided for more than 1,000 titles. Coverage dates as far back as 1975 or 
the first issue published (whichever is more recent). Updated daily.   
 
Complete handout: Introduction to Research Databases: Academic Search Premier:  
 
http://www.easternct.edu/smithlibrary/library1/ASP.htm 

 
ERIC  
ERIC, the Educational Resource Information Center, contains more than 1,243,000 records and 
links to more than 224,000 full-text documents from ERIC. 
 
Teacher Reference Center 
Provides indexing and abstracts for more than 270 of the most popular teacher and 
administrator journals and magazines to assist professional educators. 
 
To add EBSCO Databases to search simultaneously, click on Choose Databases: 
 

 
 
Add in ERIC and Teacher Reference Center and click OK: 

 

 
 
Letôs try a search about Leading Edge Educational Technology: 
 

 

http://www.easternct.edu/smithlibrary/library1/ASP.htm
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How did we do? How many search results did we get?  Are there any synonyms for our search 
terms?  

   

Always try different search terms. Think of synonyms (words that are similar) for your search 

terms to improve a search. Remember, the words you put in the search box are the words that 
the database is searching for in the articles. If the selected words are not in the article it wonôt 
show as a result. 

You can also improve a search by using Subject and/or Subject: Thesaurus Terms. By simply 
selecting subject terms you are further limiting the results from your current list.  
 

 

If you want to use these terms for another, broader search, click on the new link: 

 

 

See the new search terms:  

Narrow Results: 

Source Types     Subject: Thesaurus Term 
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Or Limit your Results to Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Journals, Full Text, or by Publication 
Date: 
 

 

For other Search options, click here:   
 

 
 
Click on search again to see how the  selected limits will change your results. 
 
ĄNarrow by Periodicals, Subject: Thesaurus Term: EDUCATIONAL innovations, and 
ECSU JNs. 
 
Sample Hits 
Before you click on a ñhitò, you can get a lot of information to evaluate whether or not itôs 
a good hit for your topic. Click on the title link to access the abstract (summary of the 
article) and additional information. When you have a choice for full text, select PDF which 
is a scan of the article. 
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Need help while you are searching an EBSCO database?  Look for the Ask-A-Librarian 
link in the top right corner of the screens.  
 

 

Article Linker  

If there are no links to Full Text, click on the link,  Check Article Linker for more 
information. Look for a link to the Article; the article linker screen shows you where you can 
find the full-text article. 
 
The Article Linker will bring you to other databases, the publisherôs site, or to our library 
holdings to locate the full text. Consult a reference librarian if you need assistance. 

 
Examples of ñArticle Linkerò 

 

 
 
Article Linker might link to other databases or to the publisherôs site, sometimes via 
CrossRef: 
 

 
 

 
 
Sometimes itôs still a ñwild goose chaseò. 
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Article Linker might link to a publisherôs site: 
 

 
 

 
 
Be sure to read any error messages as they may not be a dead end.  
 

 
 
Select an Issue from the Archive. 
 

 
 
Select the year the article was published: 2006 
 
Select the issue: 
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Find the article title: 
 

 
 
Sometimes you need to wait a few seconds or click on Manual download:  
 

 
 
Another example:  
 

 
 
Article Linker might link to journals in our library: 
 

 
 
Article Linker 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


