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Information Literacy @ Your Library 
VISUAL ARTS 

 
Review: Library Pin Code to use databases off-campus and more, Interlibrary Loan/Illiad, Getting Help 

 
Beginning the research process 

 
Select ñResearch Guidesò from the Smith Library home page under ñFind Informationò 

Select ñVisual Arts: Art Historyò 

 
This will bring you to a Libguides/webpage that will provide authoritative information and starting 

points for research on the topic of Art & Art History. Help finding books, articles, reference books and 
websites. There is also a link to a guide about evaluating websites. 

 
 

Using our CONSULS Online Catalog to search for books/videos in the library 
 
Keyword searches to try: 
Artistôs name 
Title of artistôs work in quotation marks 
Name of the style or type of artwork (Impressionism, Cubism, Sculpture, Graphic Art, etc) 
 
If you know the title of the book or video you can do a Title search  
 
To look for only DVDôs or videos or to limit the type of material use the Advanced Search to select the 
limitations desired. 

 
Using Research Databases for Art History to find Articles, Images, Biographies and more 

 
Select Databases by Academic Department/Subject or our complete list of Databases A-Z.  
The A-Z listing contains more detailed information ñAboutò each database.  
Always learn ñAboutò the database you are searching before beginning either from our 
ñAboutò screen on the A-Z list or when entering a database. To find a list of databases that 
contain journals related to Art History, choose ñArt Historyò from the table. 
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To begin a search, click on the database name 

Assuming we are researching a known artisté..If we are unsure of the exact title of the artistôs work 
or the spelling of the artistôs name, where can we look? (Try a recommended website from the Art 
History ñResearch Guidesò, Google, or go to the museum/gallery website if you know where the 
artwork is located) 

Artist: William Holman Hunt (English, 1827-1905) 
Artwork Title: Lady of Shalott, Year of work: Between 1886-1905 

Location: Wadsworth Atheneum 
http://www.wadsworthatheneum.org/  (View, collections, European Art) 

 
 

To Find Information About An Artist 
 

 Do a library CONSULS/catalog search to find books/videos in the library as mentioned above. 

 Go to the website of the museum/gallery where the piece is located. 

 Try the database Oxford Art Online for a biography, and select ñBiographiesò at the top. Type 
in the artistôs last name in the search box.  

 Can also try a few recommended websites like Ask Art. (nothing for William Holman Hunt in 
Ask Art but many other artists are represented here) 
 

 
Oxford Art Online 
About: Oxford Art Online offers the ability to access and search the vast content of Grove Art Online 
and Oxford art reference in one location. With the 2008 complete redesign of Grove Art Online as well 
as the addition of substantial new Oxford reference content. An art encyclopedia with 45,000+ full text 
entries on the visual arts including painting, sculpture, graphic arts, architecture, decorative arts and 
photography from ancient times to the present day with over one hundred thousand searchable 
images. 

http://www.wadsworthatheneum.org/
http://0-www.groveart.com.www.consuls.org/index.html
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See next example: Click on the authorôs name to read the biography in full-text from Grove Art Online 
and also from The Oxford Companion to Western Art. Also notice the icons for printing, e-mailing and 
citing. 
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To Find Articles About the Artist or Artwork ï Use our Databases 

 

 
Academic Search Premier 
About: This database provides journal coverage for diverse areas of study, including social sciences, 
humanities, education, computer sciences, engineering, physics, chemistry, language and linguistics, 
arts & literature, medical sciences, ethnic studies, and others.  It indexes over 8,000 periodicals, with 
full text (usually in PDF format) coverage of over 4,000 titles. 
 

 
 

http://0-search.ebscohost.com.www.consuls.org/login.asp?profile=asp
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Once you begin a search you can also select other Ebsco databases under ñchoose databasesò. 
Try searching the Humanities International Index along with Academic Search Premier. 

 
You also have many options for limiting results: Choosing specific dates, limiting to only scholarly 
peer-reviewed journals, and much more. 

Letôs try a search to find information about our artist and his work in Academic Search Premier. 

Search: William Holmen Hunt 

Search Results: Only 3 and not related to an artist ï check spelling and also see other options 
ñResults may be available forò William Holman Hunt (correct spelling). 

Results are ordered by relevance, you can also select to sort by date. 

What are the results: 35 

Letôs look at one of the results: To view an abstract (summary) of the article, click on the title. This 
will give you a good deal of information to determine if it is a good ñhitò. To link to the full-text, click 
PDF or HTML.  

Note:  When there is a choice of both HTML Full Text and PDF Full Text, select PDF since this 
is an actual scan of the article with the correct pages and illustrations attached.  

 

 

Also notice any images to right of screen. 

Notice all the ways to export with the icons for printing, e-mailing, saving, citation, etc.: 
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Example of E-mailing article information and choosing the citation format: 

 

 

Saving to a folder. Be sure to sign in for your own folder in Ebsco so that your saves will be 
there when you return. Select, ñSign In to My EBSCOhostò and choose ñIôm a new userò. 
(There is no set expiration date for the EBSCOhost folder. Folder content expires after 18 
months of inactivity. If users login before this time, their folder content will not expire) 

 

This folder will always be there as long as you use it. 
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This is where you can create a new account by typing in your information and clicking submit. You will 
then have your own account in EBSCOhost where your saves will always be in your folder: 

 

Search for: Lady of Shalott in Academic Search Premier. Look at the Wadsworth Atheneumôs 
website to see how the title of this artwork is spelled. 
http://www.wadsworthatheneum.org/view/european-paint-sculpture.php?art_work_index=1 

Pronunciation of Artists Names: Reference Book: http://www.consuls.org:80/record=b1571592~S4 

Using Article Linker 

If you do not see the full text available in HTML or PDF try the article linker. ñCheck Article Linker 
for more informationò to see if we can find it in full-text. It can sometimes lead you to full-text in 
some of our other databases or to print publications in CONSULS or to the publisherôs website. Best 
case scenario below: 

 

http://www.wadsworthatheneum.org/view/european-paint-sculpture.php?art_work_index=1
http://www.consuls.org/record=b1571592~S4
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Sometimes the screen shows that there are no holdings in print or accessible through other ECSU 
databases. This is when Interlibrary Loan is a good option.  

JSTOR 

About: An archive of core scholarly journals in cross-disciplinary fields such as anthropology, 
economics, mathematics, and the arts and sciences.  
Recommend using the advanced search where you will be able to limit to material type (article) and 
dates since some of the journal coverage goes back to the 1800s. Can also choose disciplines 
(subject areas) and specific journal titles to limit and define results. 
 

Artist: Albert Bierstadt (1830-1902) 
Artwork Title: Toward the Setting Sun, 1862 

Location: Wadsworth Atheneum 
http://www.wadsworthatheneum.org/   

 

 Sometimes Google works for ready-reference questions. Think of it as a place to start and 
always verify the accuracy with a more reliable source.  Try to select authoritative websites by 
evaluating the website (Who is the author (Is he/she an authority on the subject), what is the 
content, has the page been updated recently, is the website biased, etc.) 
Quick Google Search looking for good sources to find name of artist and work of art: (Albert 
Bierstadt toward the setting sun)  

 
Hudson River school: masterworks from the Wadsworth Atheneum ... - Google Books Result 
By Elizabeth Mankin Kornhauser, Amy Ellis ... - 2003 - Art - 169 pages 
Setting Sun Bierstadt ... 

 
 

 
 

Results: 

http://0-www.jstor.org.www.consuls.org/
http://www.wadsworthatheneum.org/
http://books.google.com/books?id=ylDWtpAGqrkC&pg=PA16&lpg=PA16&dq=albert+bierstadt+toward+the+setting+sun&source=bl&ots=MQTbDmQ1zl&sig=I28w9OFeQBPxL5W8VXrNh1gFOCg&hl=en&ei=07PDSun9HIrFlAfl27DZBA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=10
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Also check the image tags, Images in JSTOR & Images in ARTstor. 
Choose ñmodify searchò to add limitations or changes to your search. Try selecting only the Art & Art 
History Journals. 
 
To export: 
Open the PDF format to print or save on your computer (Z:drive) 
To have more options, you need to create a login. 

Other Databases: Please see the research guide for Art History to view many other databases. 
http://easternct.libguides.com/content.php?pid=47004&sid=346097 

ECSU JOURNAL LOCATOR 

We can use the ECSU ñJournal Locatorò to search for the journal titles. Example: (Womanôs Art 
Journal) This will give us results to tell us if we have the journal title in the library or if it is available in 
one of our databases.  Copy the journal title (not the article title).  

 

http://easternct.libguides.com/content.php?pid=47004&sid=346097
http://rk5xp5zc5h.search.serialssolutions.com/

