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General Information
The Early Childhood Education Program is a 44 credit hour major which leads to certification Pre-Kindergarten through Grade Three.  Students successfully completing the program will receive, from the State of Connecticut, dual certification in general and special education for preschool and kindergarten, and general education for grades 1-3, with preparation to integrate children with challenging conditions.

Academic Major:  The State of Connecticut requires those seeking teacher certification to complete an academic major outside of education.  Any non-education major offered by the university will satisfy this requirement except Health and Physical Education.  Students who are interested in the program should direct questions to the Education Department (860 - 465-5236 or 465-4530).  Students should see an Early Childhood Education advisor as soon as possible.  Transfer students from community colleges should see an Eastern Education advisor in the final year of their two year program, if possible.
Admission
Students must apply to be admitted to the program.  This involves making an application to the Committee for Admission and Retention in Education (CARE), usually during the Sophomore year.  The deadline is February 15 for Fall admission and October 1 for Spring admission.  To be considered for admission applicants must:

1.
Maintain a 2.70 cumulative grade point average.

2.
All applicants must pass the Praxis I CBT or Praxis I PPST exam (a State competence exam in reading, writing and mathematics).  A Praxis waiver is also available to applicants meeting State Department of Education criteria for scores on the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), American College Testing (ACT), or Graduate Record Examination (GRE) exams (see http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/PDF/Cert/certform/ed_192.pdf for further information).  The Praxis I exam should be taken early enough so that scores will be available when application is make to the teacher education program.  Applications and information on the exam are available in the Education Department.
3.
Complete or be in the process of completing PSY 206 and ECE 215.

4.
Obtain and complete an application form (available from the Education Department secretary.)

5.
Submit the completed application form with a list of persons you will be contacting as references.

6.
Distribute reference forms to at least 3 individuals who can attest to the applicant's suitability to become a teacher.

7.
Complete an interview with a team of Education faculty.

Certification
Upon successful completion of the program students will be recommended for certification.  A positive recommendation requires that students:

1.
Complete state and university General Education or Liberal Arts Program Requirements.

2.
Complete a content area major outside the field of Education.

3.
Complete all required professional courses and student teaching as part of the ECE major.

4.
Submit a portfolio to be assessed by Early Childhood Education faculty.


Requirements of the Early Childhood Education Program

General Education Requirements:
Students must complete the university's Liberal Arts Program Requirements for graduation.  These appear in the university catalog.  These requirements should be completed very carefully, so that the following state requirements are met as well:

Science (2 courses, 1 with lab)
Math (Math 139 recommended) 

English (6 credits)
Arts

Social Science
Foreign Language (if not met in high school)

United States History (HIS 120, HIS 121 or HIS 310)
PSY 206

or other approved courses on CT State Department of Education website 
HPE 201 (1 cr.) or HPE 210 (3 cr.)
(http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2613&q=321384) 

Professional Preparation Courses:
To be taken Before Admission to the Program:

ECE 215:  Foundations of Early Childhood Education

3 cr.


PSY 206:   Psychology of Childhood
3 cr.

To be Taken Only After Admission to the Program:


Core I (To be taken together as a block)

ECE 305:
Introduction to Early Childhood Special Education
3 cr.


ECE 315:
Classroom Environments I (includes field experience)
4 cr.


ECE 325:
Language and Literacy (includes family child care project)
3 cr.


Core II (To be taken together as a block)

ECE 335:
The Integrated Curriculum in ECE (includes field experience)
4 cr.


ECE 345:
Classroom Environments II
3 cr.


ECE 355:
Reading and Writing in the Primary Years
3 cr.


Core III (To be taken together as a block)


ECE 405:
Adapting EC Curriculum for the Inclusive Classroom
3 cr.


ECE 415:
The Math and Science Curriculum in ECE
3 cr.


ECE 425:
Practicum in Early Childhood Special Education
3 cr.


Core IV (To be taken together as a block)

ECE 435:
Assessment in Early Childhood Education
3 cr.


ECE 445:
Student Teaching (in 1st, 2nd or 3rd Grade)
6 cr.


Total Professional Preparation Credits
44 cr.


(The Early Childhood Program at ECSU has developed an articulation agreement with regional community colleges.  If you are transferring from a community college and have an Associates Degree in Early Childhood Education, please check with an advisor to determine which courses you will need.)

CERTIFICATION TESTS

Prior to applying for certification, one must pass the PRAXIS II Exams, Nursery-Grade 3 (endorsement Code 113): Early Childhood: Content Knowledge (10091) and Education of Young Children (20021). Information on the exams is available in The Education Department and on line at www.ets.org.  Reading Test: The CT Foundations Test of Reading.
CONNECTICUT’S COMMON CORE OF TEACHING FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS AND COMPETENCIES

I.
TEACHERS HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF:
Students

1.
Teachers understand how students learn and develop.

2.
Teachers understand how students differ in their approaches to learning.

Content

3.
Teachers are proficient in reading, writing and mathematics.

4.
Teachers understand the central concepts and skills, tools of inquiry and structures of the discipline(s) they teach.

Pedagogy

5.
Teachers know how to design and deliver instruction.

6.
Teachers recognize the need to vary their instructional methods.

II.
TEACHERS APPLY THIS KNOWLEDGE BY:

Planning

1.
Teachers plan instruction based upon knowledge of subject matter, students, the curriculum and the community.

2.
Teachers select and/or create learning tasks that make subject matter meaningful to students.

Instructing

3.
Teachers establish and maintain appropriate standards of behavior and create a positive learning environment that shows a commitment to students and their successes.

4.
Teachers create instructional opportunities that support students’ academic, social and personal development.

5.
Teachers use effective verbal, nonverbal and media communications techniques which foster individual and collaborative inquiry.

6.
Teachers employ a variety of instructional strategies that enable students to think critically, solve problems and demonstrate skills.

Assessing and Adjusting

7.
Teachers use various assessment techniques to evaluate student learning and modify instruction as appropriate.

III.
TEACHERS DEMONSTRATE PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY THROUGH:

Professional and Ethical Practice

1.
Teachers conduct themselves as professionals in accordance with the Code of Professional Responsibility for Teachers (Section 10-145D-400a of the Connecticut Certification Regulations).

2.
Teachers share responsibility for student achievement and well-being.

Reflection and Continuous Learning

3.
Teachers continually engage in self-evaluation of the effects of their choices and actions on students and the school community.

4.
Teachers seek out opportunities to grow professionally.

Leadership and Collaboration

5
Teachers serve as leaders in the school community.

6.
Teachers demonstrate a commitment to their students and a passion for improving their profession.    
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