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Mission Statement


Eastern Connecticut State University is the state’s public liberal arts university.  As a predominantly undergraduate institution, Eastern develops outstanding students who integrate learning with expertise in their chosen fields of study for both civic and career success in a highly technological and rapidly changing world. 


Eastern offers a wide range of undergraduate majors in the arts and sciences and professional studies, and selected graduate programs, encompassing interdisciplinary and integrated approaches to teaching and learning.  The Eastern experience affords students the opportunity to acquire knowledge, values and skills necessary to pursue meaningful careers and advanced study, become productive members of their communities, and embrace lifelong learning.  The University strives to be a model community of learners of different ages from diverse cultural, racial and social backgrounds.





Fulfilling the Mission


To accomplish its mission, Eastern offers a distinctive undergraduate educational experience that combines a strong academic program, a student-centered learning environment and an enriching campus life.


THE ACADEMIC PROGRAM.  Eastern’s academic program provides students with a strong foundation in the liberal arts and a solid knowledge of an academic discipline or preparation in a profession. Students are encouraged to make connections across the curriculum and to achieve an effective balance between individual and collaborative effort.  Modern technologies are incorporated in teaching, learning, and research activities.  


New students make an effective transition to the university community by participating in a first year program. This program encourages academic excellence, creativity, student involvement and self-understanding and fosters a commitment to diversity and civility.


The General Education curriculum introduces students to different modes of inquiry within the arts, humanities, and natural and social sciences. This curriculum is distinctive in its emphasis on interdisciplinary approaches to inquiry and analysis, aesthetic awareness, and the understanding of many cultures.  Students learn to think imaginatively, examine their beliefs and develop essential skills in technologies, communication, and in qualitative and quantitative analysis.


Academic majors offer experiential learning opportunities that encourage independent thought and decision-making and prepare students for a career, a profession, or advanced study.  Both traditional majors and interdisciplinary majors are available.


STUDENT-CENTERED LEARNING ENVIRONMENT.   Learning takes place in a challenging student-centered environment that rests on a century-long tradition of teaching excellence, intellectual integrity, and social responsibility.   Faculty members, whose first priority is excellence in teaching, are committed to working closely with students as instructors, academic advisers, and mentors.  Faculty research, creative and scholarly activities and public service also enhance student learning.   Further, faculty and staff continually engage in educational and program assessment in order to improve student learning and university services.  


ENRICHING CAMPUS LIFE.  Students participate in a wide range of co-curricular activities, university-wide intellectual and cultural events, service-learning projects, and community service that contribute to the development of the whole person.  The campus community upholds the highest ethical standards and promotes debate in a civil manner. 


The University is committed to the advancement of the region and the state by offering off-campus instruction, professional development and service programs, including distance-learning options.  It also serves as an important resource for meeting social and cultural needs of the local and regional communities.
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