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Eastern Students Honored with Henry Barnard Distinguished Student Awards

WILLIMANTIC — Eastern Connecticut State University seniors Kevin Douglas and
Jenna Germain were honored at the 20" Annual Henry Barnard Distinguished Student
Awards ceremony, held April 22 at the Aqua Turf Club in Southington.

The award is presented by the Connecticut State University System to 12
graduating seniors who have maintained at least a 3.7 grade-point average and have a
record of substantial voluntary service to the university and community. Each student is
selected by his or her respective university.

Douglas, a social work major from Willimantic, maintains a 3.95 GPA, serves as
a member of the Omicron Delta Kappa Honor Society, as vice president of Eastern’s
chapter of Amnesty International, and as vice president of the International Students
Association. He was named the 2007 National Association of Social Workers B.S.W.
Student of the Year for Connecticut, was a recipient of the Martin Luther King Jr.
Community Service Award, and earned a Connecticut General Assembly Citation for
Academic Excellence. He traveled to New Orleans to work in the post-Katrina cleanup
and to South Carolina as part of a select group of Habitat for Humanity volunteers from
the United States and Canada. In March, he spent his spring break helping to build homes
in West Virginia with Habitat for Humanity.

Germain, a health and physical education major from Berlin, has a 3.90 GPA and
serves as a member of the Alpha Upsilon Chi International Honor Society for Health,
Physical Education, Recreation and Dance. She has earned Eastern’s Academic
Excellence Award, the ECSU Foundation Inc.’s competitive Scholarship Award and the
Dean’s Award, and was named one of Connecticut’s Outstanding Future Professionals.

She has volunteered at the Special Olympics in Windham, teaching basketball activities
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to participants; organized motor skills stations during Activity Night at Sweeney
Elementary School; helped out at Jump Rope for Heart; and taught “resistance band
lessons” to special needs campers at Camp Horizons in South Windham.

Also recognized at the ceremony were Eastern graduate Jeffrey Warzecha *07 and
freshman Jacqueline Gray. Warzecha was awarded the 2007 Leslie Leeds Poetry Prize,
while Gray, a psychology and pre-early childhood education major from Wolcott,
received the T. Clark Hull Public Service Scholarship.

Openingt h e e vfestivities §idwsence McHugh, chairman of the
Connecticut State UniversitytheQpddystemi s Boar d
enrolls 35,000 studentseachyedr.l am so pleased to honor the:
scholars this eveningTlheir future is our future, and their success is the success of the
state of Connecticut.”
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people in the media all the time describing
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Keynote speaker Rex Adams, president and CEO of AT&T East, talked about the
shift in communications occurring in the world, from institutional messagnd
centrally controll ed -gercdirnatl odyi eeesn ttentt”h eo fn esa
enterprises as You Tube, Face Book, My Space and otha@asns encouraged the
award winners to use their passion for learning to develop their careers whileggivi
back to their communitiesHe also urged them to consider building relationships as the

key to their success.
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