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Yaw Nsiah, associate professor of biology, received the 2011 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Distinguished Service Award in the Faculty Category.  Professor Nsiah is dedicated to sharing knowledge about his field of public health and preventing the spread of curable diseases.  He single-handedly created and has coordinated the Rural Health Project Africa in Ghana, West Africa since 2003, a program designed to promote health education and self-help practices in the Ashanti region of Ghana.  Nsiah also spearheaded the development of a certificate and minor in public health studies and concentration of public health for the Bachelor of General Studies at Eastern.  He has worked with the School of Continuing Education, the dean of the School of Arts and Sciences, and the head of the Public Health master’s degree program at the University of Connecticut to guarantee that students who enroll are provided with the most comprehensive and complete experience possible.  In addition, Nsiah is recognized by his colleagues as the unofficial ambassador for Eastern’s Jamaican teacher cohort program, which has provided more than 160 Jamaican teachers with a bachelor’s degree in sociology from Eastern.  Nsiah was the first Eastern faculty member to go to Jamaica to teach.  On his trips, he often visits public schools in Jamaica, spreading his message of public health and speaking about the importance of science, public health and education.

