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CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC/HAMPTON — After decades of
providing musical entertainment and philanthropic con-
tributions, local music legend David Foster plans to
play his last show this month.

A farewell concert is planned
for Dec. 20 at Mohegan Sun.

“To share a special evening
of fabulous entertainment and a
tribute to a beloved entertainer,
plan to attend David Foster’s
final farewell performance on
December 20 in the Wolf Den,”
a release issued by fellow musi-
cian Bruce John said.

John said the last show is
a reluctant retirement from a
lifetime passion due to health
issues.

Foster’s 53-year singing
career began when he was
14 years old with his broth-
ers in their band, the Grey
Controversy.

He was one of the original owners of the Shaboo Inn
in Mansfield, a popular music venue in the 1970s and
1980s.

Foster grew up in Willimantic but now lives in
Hampton and owns Shaboo Productions in Willimantic.

Foster’s band — the Shaboo All Stars — opened for
B.B. King in more than 100 cities. 

He was also part of the Stevie Ray Vaughn tour and
sang for Blues Brothers guitarist Matt “Guitar” Murphy
at the King Biscuit Blues Festival in Helena, Ark. 

Murphy was also guitarist for the All Stars for many
years.

Foster has recorded three albums and performed all
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WILLIMANTIC — For parents, grand-
parents, aunts or uncles shopping for the 
children in their lives, Eastern Connecticut 
State University can knock one gift off the 
list.

Every year, the TIMPANI (Toys 
that Inspire Mindful Play and Nurture 
Imagination) Toy of the Year is announced 
in December.

And Monday, Eastern officials an-
nounced Family Counters by Learning Re- 

sources has been named the 2019 toy.
Researchers, students and teachers, 

among others, gathered at the Center for 
Early Childhood Education to hear the 
results of the toy study.

Eastern President Elsa Núñez said she is 
one of the many grandparents who eager-
ly await the yearly toy announcement.

“The study answers parents’ important 
questions,” Núñez said. “It’s provocative, 
data-driven, empirical student research on 
this campus.”

Every year for the past 10 years, the 

study has investigated how young chil-
dren learn as they play with a variety of 
toys in natural settings.

Toys were placed in preschool class-
rooms at the university’s Child and Family 
Development Resource Center.

Researchers then filmed and coded the 
footage to assess how each toy inspires 
children’s problem-solving, cooperation 
with peers, creativity and use of language.

The Family Counters are an example 
of a “replica play toy,” meaning chil-
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Life’s a beach at UConn’s gingerbread contest

Preschoolers Rutendo Mbabali and Annabelle Ferrer, left, play with Family Counters, which were named the 2019 TIMPANI Toy of the 
Year by Eastern Connecticut State University on Monday. Julia DeLapp, co-investigator and director for the ECSU Center for Early 
Childhood Education, and co-principal investigator Jeffrey Trawick-Smith, right, reveal the toy of the year. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Natalka Tuczkewycz, left, of the Office of Institutional Research and Effectiveness, shows 
off the features of her team’s gingerbread house Friday at the University of Connecticut’s 
gingerbread house decorating competition in the Rome Ballroom. Patty Guardiani and 
Jennifer Chaput, above, representing Homer Babbidge Library, wear hardhats as they 
show off their creation. Amelia Ingraham | For the Chronicle

The UConn Speech Language and Hearing Sciences Department 
created this beach house with penguins. Amelia Ingraham | For the Chronicle

ECSU study really is child’s play

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

STORRS — University of Connecticut 
President Thomas Katsouleas may not get 
to surf as much as he did when he lived in 
California.

But, he said, of the gingerbread houses 
presented Friday, there wasn’t a beach 
shack he wouldn’t stay at — even if it was 
made out of the Christmas concoction. 

Many of the designs incorporated surf-
ing, one of his passions. 

“You all sucked up and I appreciate 
that,” said Katsouleas, chuckling.

He and UConn Provost John Elliott 
judged entries in the gingerbread house 
decorating competition in the  Rome 
Ballroom, part of the annual Winter 
Holiday Celebration.

Thirty teams of faculty and staff mem-
bers participated in the competition, which 
took place last Friday. 

The theme of the competition was 
“Beach Shack.”

“This has been incredible,” Katsouleas 
said. “Every university has their own holi-
day traditions, but I’ve never seen one like 
this.” 

Each team got one hour to decorate their 
gingerbread house using a variety of items 
given to them, including various types of 
candy.

“We have a game plan and we knew what 
we had to do,” UConn Assistant Dean of 
Students Kim Duby said. 

UConn Associate Dean of Students/
Director Maureen Armstrong said it was 
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Family Counters named 2019’s TIMPANI Toy of the Year
Local musician David 
Foster is set  to retire 
at the end of the 
month. File photo

Foster set 
to retire
Farewell concert is 
planned for Dec. 20
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Helenanne Sipple
MANSFIELD CENTER

Helenanne Sipple, age 
69, passed away on Sunday 
December 1st, 2019, in 
Baltimore, MD.  

She is survived by her 
husband, Jerome Sipple of 
Albert Lea, MN; her sons, 
Ian (Naomi) and Shaun 
(Danielle); and two grand-
children.  

Services are scheduled for 
Wednesday December 11th 

at 10am, at Spezzi Funeral 
Home, Parlin NJ, with buri-
al to follow immediately at 
Sacred Heart Cemetery. 

All are welcome to attend 
and celebrate Helenanne’s 
life. 

In lieu of flowers, donations 
can be sent to Joslin Diabetes 
Center, One Joslin Pl, Boston, 
MA 02215.

Donna R. Walsh
COVENTRY

Donna R. Walsh, 76, of 
Coventry, CT. passed away 
Saturday, December 7, 2019 
following a brief illness. 

Donna was born in Hartford 
to the late Donald and Alice 
(Windsor) Russell.

She enjoyed spending time 
with her family and was hap-
piest when she had them all 
gathered close. A very cre-
ative person, arts and crafts 
were among her favorite pas-
times.  

Donna retired from Oak Hill 
in 2017 where she managed a 
group home for many years. 
She was passionate about pro-
viding clients with lives full 
of comfort and dignity.

She is survived by her 
daughter, Elizabeth Kiss and 
her husband, Douglas of 
Coventry; five grandchildren, 
Jason Kiss, Gregory Kiss, 
Cameron Waters, Devonney 
Waters and Nolan Walsh; 

her great-granddaughter, Ava 
Lynn Kiss; two brothers, 
Gary Russell of Colchester 
and Alan Russell of Coventry.  
She was predeceased by her 
son, Thomas Walsh. 

Donna’s family will receive 
relatives and friends on 
Wednesday, December 11, 
2019 from 4:00 p.m. To 6:00 
p.m. at Potters Funeral Home, 
456 Jackson St., Willimantic. 
A gathering to celebrate 
her life will take place on 
Thursday December 12, 
2019 at The Elks Lodge, 198 
Pleasant Street at 12:00 p.m.  

Donna had an infectious 
personality that warmed 
many hearts and spurred 
many laughs. 

 She leaves us rich in mem-
ories.  

For an online memorial 
guestbook please visit www.
potterfuneralhome.com. 

ANDOVER — The Andover 
Mobile Foodshare Van will be dis-
tributing food ahead of the holidays
at the First Congregational Church
of Andover.

The van will be open from 9 to
9:30 a.m. Wednesday. 

The church is located at 359
Route 6.

the first time the members of her team 
participated in the competition together. 

“It’s a lot of fun,” she said, noting they 
were working well together. 

One team was chosen by attendees as 
the “People’s Choice,” while Katsouleas 
and Elliott chose first- and second-place 
winners. 

• The grand prize winner was 
“Gingerbread Creators,” a team from the 
Office of the General Counsel. 

• There were two second place win-
ners: “Civil Bells,” a team from the civil 
and environmental engineering depart-
ment; and “CTIcicles,” a team from the 
Connecticut Transportation Institute. 
CTIcicles created “TomKat’s Surf Shack,” 
which Katsouleas said he loved. 

• The “People’s Choice” winner was 
“ITS Hack Shack,”  a team from UConn 
Information Technology Services. 

The grand-prize winners won gift cer-
tificates to the Jorgensen Center for the 
Performing Arts and for lunch at the Bistro 
on Union St. restaurant in the Student 
Union.

The second-place winners won salad, 
pizza and beverages delivered to their 
workplace while the  “People’s Choice” 
winners won gift certificates to the UConn 
Bookstore and UConn Dairy Bar. 

“This is the third year that we’ve done 
it and the last two years we won second 
place,” said Connecticut Transportation 
Institute Director Eric Jackson.

A variety of hors d’ouevres and desserts 
were served at the event.

Desserts like sand-dollar cookies and 
mini sand pudding parfaits fit in with the 
theme of the competition. 

While he said he loves warm weather, 
Katsouleas plans to embrace the New 
England winter this year.

“As I see it, we can celebrate that 
there are possibly 103 more snowboarding 
days” until spring, he said. 

Follow Michelle Firestone on Twitter - 
@mfirestonetc. 

dren pretend the counters are 
parents, teachers, siblings or 
pets.

The miniature plastic peo-
ple and pets of various sizes 
and colors can be grouped, 
sorted, counted and then 
used for acting out “house” 
and other make-believe play 
games.

“A lot of times children 
collaborated to carry out 
family-play narratives,” psy-
chology and early childhood 
education student Allison 
Lundy said in a release 
issued by Eastern. “Children 
enacted elaborate, imaginary 
scenarios with their peers to 
act out stories of their own 
invention.”

The 72-piece set is cur-
rently for sale on Amazon 
for $23.

The toy is not suitable for 
children under 3 years old.

New this year was an inter-
active “toy museum” for 
children enrolled in the Child 
and Family Development 
Resource Center.

The museum was in honor 
of the 10th year of the ongo-
ing study.

Researchers selected 30 
of the best-performing toys 
from previous years and 
invited children and families 
to explore the toys.

Placards displayed infor-
mation on each toy and why 

it was considered a good fit 
for children.

The museum opened last 
week and continued until 
Monday.

Over the last 10 years, 
researchers like Jeffrey 
Trawick-Smith, former chair-
person of Early Childhood 
Education, said the toys that 
often win are simple, nonde-
script and open-ended.

“They don’t have a lot of 
detail to them and that allows 
children to play with them in 
almost any way they wish,” 

Trawick-Smith said.
Center for Early Childhood 

Education Director Julia 
DeLapp said families don’t 
need to purchase expensive, 
elaborate toys because chil-
dren use their imaginations 
to bring toys to life.

Trawick-Smith suggest-
ed children should have two 
types of toys. 

He recommended con-
struction toys like Lincoln 
Logs, Duplo bricks or last 
year’s winner, Magz Clix.

Secondly, he recommended 

replica play toys, like Family
Counters, doctor’s play kits
or play food and cooking
sets.

Trawick-Smith said, in the
future, researchers hope the
study can expand on toys for 
children of different genders,
cultural or language back-
grounds, as well as toys for
disabled children.

The study will also contin-
ue to look at adult involve-
ment in playtime.

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

Family Counters named toy of year
Continued from Page 1

Preschooler Isabella Barbosa  plays with Family Counters and star-shaped flexible connectors 
with Ashley Anderson at Eastern Connecticut State University’s Center for Early Childhood 
Education on Monday. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

over America and Europe.
More than 20 years ago, Foster 

and Mitchell Etess, past execu-
tive vice president of sports and
entertainment at Mohegan Sun,
formed the casino’s first and only
“house band,” David Foster and the
Mohegan Sun All Stars.

The band was inducted into the
Wolf Den Hall of Fame in 2015.

Later in life, Foster became a 
philanthropist for many local ini-
tiatives.

In 2017, the Covenant Soup
Kitchen in Willimantic was the 
recipient of nearly $100,000 to pay
off the kitchen’s mortgage. 

The donation was made possible
through the Lester E. and Phyllis
M. Foster Foundation through a
“Shaboo Reunion” concert.

David Foster formed the founda-
tion in honor of his parents.

In 2018, the Shaboo Stage was 
constructed in Willimantic on
Jillson Square. 

The stage was partially funded
through a $100,000 donation by the
Foster Foundation.

“He gave his voice and his band
plus he showcased many notable
entertainers to delight audiences
while giving back to his communi-
ty,” John wrote in his release.

Windham Town Council President
and Acting Mayor Thomas DeVivo
said Foster has done so much for
the community.

“I have four or five friends com-
ing to the Dec. 20 show just to see 
him,” DeVivo said. “The donations
he’s made are felt throughout the 
whole community.”

Foster could not be reached for
comment, with John handling pub-
licity duties.

David Foster’s farewell show is
at the Wolf Den at Mohegan Sun.
The free show is at 8 p.m. The line 
forms early and seats are first-
come, first-served. 

Follow Claire Galvin on Twitter -
@CGalvinTC. 

Foster set 
to retire 
this month

Andover church to 
host Foodshare van

UConn President Tom Katsouleas 
announces the winners of the contest. 
Amelia Ingraham | For the Chronicle

Nancy Barrett and Lin Marino get into the spirit of the ‘Beach Shack’ theme at the 
University of Connecticut’s gingerbread house decorating competition Friday in the 
Rome Ballroom. Amelia Ingraham | For the Chronicle

Life’s a beach at UConn’s 
gingerbread competition
Continued from Page 1

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., speaks as House Democrats 
unveil articles of impeachment against President Donald 
Trump during a news conference today on Capitol Hill.  AP

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — House 
Democrats announced two 
articles of impeachment this 
morning, charging President 
Donald Trump with abuse 
of power and obstruction of 
Congress. 

The charges unveiled today 
stem from Trump’s pressure 
on Ukraine to announce 
investigations of his political 
rivals as he withheld aid to 
the country. 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
said ahead of the morning 
announcement Trump tried 
to “corrupt our upcoming 
elections” and remains a 
“threat to our democracy and 
national security.” 

Pelosi said in a tweet the 
House was taking next steps 
to “defend the democracy.”

Democratic leaders are 
laying out next steps after 
their impeachment inquiry 
determined Trump put U.S. 
elections and national secu-
rity at risk when he asked 
Ukraine to investigate his 
rivals, including Democrat 
Joe Biden, while withhold-
ing needed military aid. They 
say he then tried to obstruct 
Congress’ investigation. 

When asked if she has 
enough votes to impeach the 
Republican president, Pelosi 
said she would let House 
lawmakers vote their con-
science.

“On an issue like this, we 
don’t count the votes. People 
will just make their voices 
known on it,” Pelosi said at 
the Wall Street Journal CEO 
Council. “I haven’t counted 
votes, nor will I.”

The outcome, though, 

appears increasingly set as 
the House prepares to vote, 
as it has only three times in 
history against a U.S. pres-
ident. 

Trump, who has declined 
to mount a defense in the 
impeachment proceedings, 
tweeted today just as the five 
Democratic House commit-
tee chairmen prepared to 
make their announcement. 

“To Impeach a President 
who has proven through 
results, including producing 
perhaps the strongest econ-
omy in our country’s histo-
ry, to have one of the most 
successful presidencies ever, 
and most importantly, who 
has done NOTHING wrong, 
is sheer Political Madness! 
#2020Election,” he wrote on 
Twitter.

The president also spent 
part of Monday tweeting 
against the impeachment 
proceedings. He and his 
allies have called the process 
“absurd.”

Pelosi convened a meeting 
of the impeachment commit-
tee chairmen at her office 
in the Capitol late Monday 
following an acrimonious, 
nearly 10-hour hearing at the 
Judiciary Committee, which 
could vote as soon as this 
week. 

“I think there’s a lot of 
agreement,” Rep. Eliot 
Engel of New York, the 
Democratic chairman of the 
Foreign Affairs committee, 
told reporters as he exited 
Pelosi’s office. “A lot of us 
believe that what happened 
with Ukraine especially is 
not something we can just 
close our eyes to.”

Two articles of 
impeachment 
are unveiled
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