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ECSU honored for supporting veterans

DWIGHT BACHMAN
ECSU

WILLIMANTIC — Eastern Connecti-
cut State University has been named
a recipient of the inaugural 2020-21
Military Support Colleges of Distinction
Award.

The award, presented by “Colleges of
Distinction,” recognizes colleges and
universities that dedicate resources to
service members and veterans of the
military. More than 600 Eastern faculty,
staff and students are veterans, active
military or reserve service members.

“Institutions with the Military Support
recognition are aware of the unique
challenges military students face on col-
leee camouses.” wrote Erin Pettus. vice
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president of outreach for Colleges of
Distinction (CoD), in a letter to Eastern
President Elsa Nuiiez.

“These institutions are proud to sup-
port and cultivate the skills that mil-
itary students bring to the classroom,
all while helping them achieve their
personal and professional goals. Your
school’s practices to create a support-
ive environment were monumental in
helping us set the standards for this new
badge. Congratulations on being part of
our initial cohort,” wrote Pettus.

In determining award winners, Pettus
said CoD examined university offerings
in comprehensive educational benefits;
military and veterans affairs teams;
flexible and accessible ontions: facultv

training; campus activities and commu-
nity support.

Eastern student veterans can access
a range of resources through the
University’s Veterans Center, including
on-campus mental health services.

Eastern’s Center for Internships and
Career Development also helps veterans
look for jobs and incorporate military
experience into their resumes. The cen-
ter connects students to the American
Legion and Veterans Affairs offices.

In addition to this new recognition of
Eastern’s Veterans Center, Colleges of
Distinction has also awarded Eastern
CoD status for its career center, business
programs and the university’s teacher
prenaration programs.
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