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Lotteries
FRIDAY

Mid-Day 3: 6-0-5

Mid-Day 4: 1-2-2-1

Play 3: 0-0-3

Play 4: 3-2-1-0

Cash 5: 11-19-23-24-26

Lotto: 2-7-8-12-17-24

Mega Millions
1-27-32-60-67/18

SATURDAY
Mid-Day 3: 4-6-6

Mid-Day 4: 6-5-1-2

Play 3: 5-6-0

Play 4: 1-0-4-0

Cash 5: 5-11-21-28-34

Powerball
1-3-21-47-57/18

SUNDAY
Mid-Day 3: 3-0-4

Mid-Day 4: 9-7-0-2

Play 3: 7-0-0

Play 4: 9-5-5-4

Cash 5: 8-24-25-26-32
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 229, Willimantic, CT 
06226.

Location: 
322 Main St., Unit 1-1B, Willimantic, 
a quarter-mile east of the Frog 
Bridge intersection.

To Subscribe:
860-423-8466 or 
delivery@theChronicle.com

To Report News:
860-423-8466, ext. 3337 or 
news@theChronicle.com
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COVID-19 
C R I S I S

• While no decision is 
expected until the summer, 
UConn President Thomas 
Katsouleas has asked fac-
ulty to prepare for the pos-
sibility of online classes for 
the fall 2020 semester.

• There were 687 new 
coronavirus cases report-
ed Sunday in Connecticut, 
bringing the statewide total 
to 25,269, Gov. Ned Lamont 
said.

•  The virus has killed 1,924 
people in Connecticut, the 
governor reported. The 
number of people hospital-
ized declined by 44 Sunday 
to 1,766.

• The official death toll 
from the virus neared 
207,000 worldwide, with 
nearly 3 million confirmed 
infections, according to 
a tally by Johns Hopkins 
University.

• The U.S. death toll was 
nearly 55,000 — close to 
the 58,000 U.S. troops 
who were killed during the 
Vietnam War. Italy, Britain, 
Spain and France account-
ed for more than 20,000 
deaths each.

COVID-19 CASES
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Source: Gov. Ned Lamont’s office

The Connecticut Academy of 
Science and Engineering has 
released fact-based information on 
how everyone should stay informed 
on the spread of COVID-19 within 
Connecticut.

CASE, which is based out of Rocky 
Hill, is chartered by the Connecticut 
General Assembly to provide the 
state and its residents with expert 
knowledge on science and technol-
ogy.

CASE compiled a list of what it 
deems to be the most reliable and 
coordinated sources of information 
about COVID-19, a coronavirus.

They include:
• The state’s online portal at portal.

ct.gov/Coronavirus.

It includes the latest information 
from the state Department of Public 
Health State Laboratory on testing 
results and includes guides on the 
following:

• The state’s COVID-19 Infoline in 
partnership with the United Way of 
Connecticut, which can be accessed 
by calling 2-1-1 or texting “CTCOVID” 
at 898211.

• The State of Connecticut Joint 
Information Center can be contact-
ed 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
by calling 860-754-8342 or emailing 
COVID19.JIC@ct.gov.

Information from the JIC will also 
be shared on its Twitter account at  
@COVID19CT and on Facebook at 
CT COVID-19 Response.

Keep informed about COVID-19

Best Gas 
Price

Sun Mart Main 1.59
Valero Main    1.65
Stop & Shop Main 1.65
Cumbys Main     1.67
Shell Main  1.69
Xtra Fuels Main    1.71
Mobil Boston Post 1.75
Shell Jackson 2.19
Cumbys Jackson    2.19

— Gasbuddy.com

A sign of thanks
The First Church of Christ UCC Church in Mansfield Center has posted a sign 
for all to see thanking health care and essential workers and to stay safe. 
Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Employees at Eastern Connecticut State University in Willimantic have 
stepped up to make masks for area responders and frontline workers in 
many fields. Courtesy of ECSU

LISA MASSICOTTE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Eastern Con-
necticut State University adminis-
tration has recently announced it is 
planning a virtual 2020 commence-
ment ceremony May 19 to recognize 
its graduates.

An announcement posted last week 

on ECSU’s COVID-19 response 
webpage informed the public of these 
plans.

That followed a previous cancel-
lation notice of the commencement 
ceremony that would have been held 
at the XL Center in Hartford.

The University of Connecticut is 
also recognizing its 2020 graduating 

class through a virtual commence-
ment ceremony slated for May 9 with 
in-person celebrations anticipated for 
Oct. 9-11.

“COVID-19 has changed our plans 
this year. As you know, we will not 
be at the XL Center on May 19, 
but this should not diminish your 
sense of accomplishment,” read the 

notice written by ECSU President 
Elsa Núñez.

Núñez explained a fall commence-
ment ceremony is still possible, 
depending on the status of COVID-
19 later in the year.

“If circumstances permit and we 
can safely have a commencement 

ECSU to hold virtual commencement May 19

ECSU, Page 4

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — As the need 
for protective face masks continues, 
the local university has committed 
to try and replenish some of those 
shortages.

Volunteers from Eastern Connecti-
cut State University in Willimantic 
are making homemade masks for 
organizations on the front lines of 
the pandemic.

The effort is being coordinated 

by Eastern’s Center for Community 
Engagement.

“We all are worried about the dras-
tic increase in coronavirus infec-
tions and if you are like me, you 
wonder what we can do to help,” 
said CCE Director Kim Silcox in a 
release issued by Eastern. 

“We are encouraging anyone with 
a sewing machine to help make 
masks that can be donated to nurs-
ing homes, senior living centers and 
other sites where masks are in very 

short supply.”
As of April 20, Gov. Ned Lamont 

ordered all state residents to wear 
masks when they go outside and 
cannot avoid maintaining the social 
distancing guidelines of six feet.

For most residents, this means 
wearing a mask when grocery shop-
ping, getting gas or purchasing take-
out and delivery services.

But personal protection equipment 
shortages are occurring through-

The masked crusaders
ECSU volunteers sew to help those on the front lines

EASTERN, Page 4

CLAIRE GALVIN AND TRACI HASTINGS
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITERS

Town residents and businesses throughout 
Windham, Chaplin, Hampton and Scotland 
can soon expect some relief on their taxes.

This is thanks to a recent resolution that 
allows tax payments to be deferred by three 
months.

The Windham Town Council discussed and 
approved tax deferral options during its last 
meeting Tuesday.

Information about the virtual meeting, 
including a recorded video on the meeting, 
is available on the town website, windhamct.
com.

The council unanimously approved the tax 
deferral program that allows residents to defer 
their property tax for a total of 90 days through 
July 1, 2020.

According to the resolution, the town allows 
taxpayers, businesses, nonprofits and residents 
a deferment by 90 days of payments on any 
taxes on real estate property, personal property 
or motor vehicles, or municipal water, sewer 
and electric rates. 

The resolution affects any tax, rate, charge 
or assessment that becomes due and payable 
on or between such dates.

The council approved the resolution attached 
to the meeting’s agenda, with the exception of 
the third stipulation regarding landlord eligi-
bility. 

That paragraph was voted to be removed.
“This is the most generous thing that the 

council can do right now for the townspeople 
to get us through this,” said Windham Town 
Manager Jim Rivers. “I reviewed this with the 
finance director and the tax collectors and this 
is not going to be a problem for us.”

No interest or penalties will be charged 
during the 90 days.

The resolution is in accordance with the gov-
ernor’s recent executive orders on tax relief.

As the nearby towns of Chaplin, Hampton 
and Scotland all contract with the Town of 

Towns 
OK tax 
deferrals

TOWNS, Page 4

This is the most generous 
thing that the council can do 
right now for the townspeople 
to get us through this.

Windham Town Manager Jim Rivers
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Windham for tax collec-
tion services, the governor’s 
options for tax payment 
plans during the pandemic 
also affects taxpayers from 
those communities. 

“During the April 9, 2020, 
Chaplin Board of Selectmen 
meeting, the board voted 
unanimously to choose Plan 
A, the 90-day deferment 
program for all residents, 
nonprofits and business-
es with the caveat that the 
board of selectmen will not 
require taxpayers to submit 
an affidavit proving eligi-
bility because of financial 
impact due to COVID-19,” 
said Chaplin First Selectman 
William Rose IV. 

“With that being said, we 
are asking taxpayers to use 
the honor system and pay 
your taxes in July or during 
the deferment period if you 
are able to.”

The deferment may cause 

some difficulties, Rose said.
“This deferment has the 

potential to create somewhat 
of a cash crunch for the town 
as our expenses do not stop, 
even if our tax income does,” 
Rose said. 

“To carry Chaplin through 
this cash crunch period, the 
town has a fairly healthy 
undesignated fund balance 
and, along with the escrowed 
tax payments and the taxpay-
ers that are able to pay their 
taxes on time, we as a town 
should be fine.”

Rose said projects like cap-
ital improvements would be 
deferred until the fall when 
the town has more funds. 

“We can survive,” he said. 
Scotland First Selectman 

Gary Greenberg said Scot-

land also preferred the defer-
ment. 

“This will affect our cash 
flow, but nearly half our 
taxes come through mortgage 
escrow accounts, which are 
generally paid on time, and 
we should be in a good posi-
tion to meet our obligations 
through Oct. 1,” Greenberg 
said. 

Hampton First Selectman 
Allan Cahill said the board 
of selectmen planned to for-
mally vote for the deferment 
as well. 

“For the sanity of the 
Windham tax office, it is pru-
dent for all of the towns to 
be on the same plan,” Cahill 
said. 

Follow Claire Galvin on 
Twitter - @CGalvinTC. 
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BROADCAST STATIONS

 2 (2) WGBH
PBS NewsHour (N) 
(s) (cc)

Greater 
Boston

Steves’ 
Europe

Antiques Roadshow 
(N) (cc)

Antiques Roadshow 
“Little Rock” (cc)

Independent Lens Immunologist 
Jim Allison. (N) (s)

Aman-
pour-Co

 3 (3) WFSB
News Evening 

News
Inside 
Edition

Ent. 
Tonight

Neighbor-
hood

Bob-
Abishola

All Rise “My Fair 
Lockdown” (s) (cc)

Bull Bull’s ex-wife is 
due to give birth. (s)

News Late-
Colbert

 4 (30) WVIT
News Nightly 

News
Ac. Hol-
lywood

Nightly 
News

The Voice “Road to Live Shows” A look back 
at the best moments so far. (N) (cc)

Songland “H.E.R.” 
(N) (s) (cc)

News Tonight 
Show

 6 (61) WTIC
Two and 
Half Men

Two and 
Half Men

Big Bang 
Theory

Big Bang 
Theory

9-1-1 The 118 fights 
an apartment blaze.

Prodigal Son “Like 
Father...” (N)

FOX 61 News at 
Ten (N)

FOX 61 
News

Mom (s) 
(cc)

 7 (26) WHPX
Criminal Minds 
“Lauren” (s)

Criminal Minds (s) 
(cc) (DVS)

Criminal Minds 
“Hanley Waters” (s)

Criminal Minds “The 
Stranger” (s)

Criminal Minds “Out 
of the Light” (s)

Criminal Minds “Big 
Sea” (cc) (DVS)

 8 (8) WTNH
News 8 at 
6pm

World 
News

Jeopardy! 
(N) (cc)

Wheel of 
Fortune

The Bachelor Presents: Listen to Your 
Heart “Week 3” (N) (s) (cc)

The Baker and the 
Beauty (N) (s) (cc)

News 8 at 
11pm

Jimmy 
Kimmel

 9 (59) WCTX
Dr. Phil (s) (cc) Judge 

Judy (s)
Judge 
Judy (s)

News 8 at 8PM (N) 
(cc)

News 8 at 9PM (N) 
(cc)

News 8 at 10PM (N) 
(cc)

News 8 at 
11pm

Law & Or-
der: SVU

 10 (24) WEDH
World 
News

BBC 
News

PBS NewsHour (N) 
(s) (cc)

Antiques Roadshow 
(N) (cc)

Antiques Roadshow 
“Little Rock” (cc)

Blood Sugar Rising The history and science 
of diabetes. (s) (cc)

 11 (4) WBZ
WBZ 
News 6p

Evening 
News

Wheel of 
Fortune

Jeopardy! 
(N) (cc)

Neighbor-
hood

Bob-
Abishola

All Rise “My Fair 
Lockdown” (s) (cc)

Bull Bull’s ex-wife is 
due to give birth. (s)

WBZ 
News 11p

Late-
Colbert

 18 (18) WUVN
Noticias 
Univisión

Noticiero 
Univisión

La Rosa de Guada-
lupe (SS)

Ringo (N) Amor eterno (N) Sin miedo a la 
verdad

Noticias 
Univisión

Noticiero 
Uni

 20 (20) WCCT
The Gold-
bergs (s)

The Gold-
bergs (s)

Modern 
Family (s)

Modern 
Family (s)

Whose 
Line Is It?

Whose 
Line Is It?

Roswell, New Mexi-
co “Como La Flor”

Friends 
(s) (cc)

Friends 
(s) (cc)

Seinfeld 
(s) (cc)

Seinfeld 
(s) (cc)

 23 (36) WSBE
World 
News

BBC 
News

Steves’ 
Europe

Weekend-
Yank

Nature “Remarkable 
Rabbits” (s)

Pilgrimage: The 
Road to Rome

Inside the Tower of 
London (cc)

World 
News

Last of 
the Wine

CABLE CHANNELS

 24 LIFE
The First 48 “The 
Chase; One Shot”

The First 48 (cc) The First 48 “The 
Invitation” (cc)

The First 48 “Deadly 
Secrets & True Lies”

The First 48 “Fatal 
Call” (cc)

The First 48 (cc)

 25 ESPN SportsCenter (N) Peyton’s Peyton’s NFL Football From Oct. 8, 2007. SportsCenter
 26 ESP2 NFL Live (N) (cc) The Last Dance The Last Dance The Last Dance The Last Dance World of X Games
 27 NBCSB Early Early Early Early Classic Celtics From Nov. 2, 2007. (N) Boston Boston Boston Boston
 28 NESN Bruins Classics (N) At Home 2004 Red Sox Postseason Encore (N) Hours C. Moore At Home

 30 TNT
(5:45) ››› Cinderella (2015) (Cate 
Blanchett, Lily James) (cc) (DVS)

››› Beauty and the Beast (2017) (Emma Watson, 
Dan Stevens) (cc) (DVS)

››› Beauty and the Beast 
(2017) (Emma Watson)

 31 FS1 NASCAR Race Hub 1992 All-Star Race Greatest Games: College Football From Nov. 28, 2015. (cc) FOX Football Now
 33 SNY MLB Baseball: Mets at Marlins MLB Baseball New York Mets at Miami Marlins. Marlins Park. MLB Baseball
 34 YES Michael Kay Here Nets Nets Classics (s) (cc) Here HOPE Yankeeography (s)

 35 TCM
›› Stu-
dent Tour

››‡ Speak Easily (1932) 
(Buster Keaton) (cc)

››› Foxfire (1955) (Jane Russell, Jeff 
Chandler) (cc)

››‡ Hot Blood (1956) (Jane 
Russell, Cornel Wilde) (cc)

››‡ Un-
derwater!

 36 AMC
Lord of 
the Rings

›››‡ Gladiator (2000) (Russell Crowe, Joaquin Phoenix) A fugitive general 
becomes a gladiator in ancient Rome. (cc)

Dispatches From 
Elsewhere (N) (cc)

Dispatches From 
Elsewhere (cc)

 37 HIST American Pickers Curse-Island Drilling Down The Curse of Oak Island (N) (cc) (DVS) Curse-Island
 38 TRAV Bey.- Unknown Bey.- Unknown Mysteries at the Museum (N) (cc) Mummy Mysteries Bey.- Unknown
 39 DSC Street-Memphis Street-Memphis Street-Memphis Fast N’ Loud (N) (s) Car Kings (N) (cc) Fast N’ Loud (cc)

 40 ANIM
Alaska- Last Frontier Alaska- Last Frontier Alaska- Last Frontier Alaska- Last Frontier Alaskan Bush People: 

Alaskan Grit (N)
Alaskan Bush 
People (s)

 41 TLC 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé Self-Quarantined Self-Quarantined Dragnificent! (N) (s) 90 Day Fiancé
 42 HGTV Home Town (cc) Home Town (cc) Celebrity IOU Celebrity IOU (N) Home Town (N) Home Town (cc)
 43 FOOD Guy’s Games Guy’s Games Guy’s Games Spring Baking Chopped Sweets Chopped Sweets
 44 TBS American American American American American American American American American American Conan Seinfeld

 45 FX
›› Daddy’s Home (2015) (Will Ferrell, 
Mark Wahlberg) (s) (cc)

›› Daddy’s Home 2 (2017) (Will Ferrell, 
Mark Wahlberg) Premiere. (s) (cc)

Breeders 
(N) (cc)

Better 
Things

Breeders 
(cc)

Daddy’s 
Home (s)

 46 A&E (5:00) Live PD “Live PD -- 04.13.18” (cc) Live PD “Live PD -- 05.10.19” (s) (cc) Accused: Guilty
 48 FREEFORM (5:30) ››› Guardians of the Galaxy (s) ››› The Blind Side (2009) (Sandra Bullock) (s) (cc) The 700 Club (cc)

 50 NICK
Sponge-
Bob

Sponge-
Bob

Sponge-
Bob

Sponge-
Bob

Danger 
Force (s)

Young 
Dylan

All That 
(s) (cc)

Friends 
(s) (cc)

Friends 
(s) (cc)

Friends 
(s) (cc)

Friends 
(s) (cc)

Friends 
(s) (cc)

 51 TOON Teen Teen Apple Gumball Home American Rick Rick Rick Rick Rick Rick
 52 DISN Big City Raven Raven Bunk’d Bunk’d Bunk’d Raven Just Roll Gabby Coop Sydney Bunk’d
 53 SYFY Jigsaw ››› Edge of Tomorrow (2014) (Tom Cruise) (cc) ››‡ Constantine (2005) (Keanu Reeves) (cc) Futurama

 54 USA
Chicago P.D. “The 
Thing About Heroes”

Chicago P.D. “Prom-
ise” (s) (cc) (DVS)

WWE Monday Night RAW (N) (Live) (s) (cc) Modern 
Family (s)

Modern 
Family (s)

 57 CNN Situation Room E. B. OutFront Anderson Cooper Cuomo Prime Time CNN Tonight CNN Tonight
 58 CNBC Mad Money (N) CNBC Special Re Shark Tank (s) (cc) Shark Tank (s) (cc) Shark Tank (s) Shark Tank (s)
 59 MSNB The Beat With Decision 2020 All In With Rachel Maddow The Last Word The 11th Hour
 60 FNC Special Report The Story Tucker Carlson Hannity (N) (cc) The Ingraham Angle Fox News at Night
 62 BET ›› A Thin Line Between Love and Hate (1996) (cc) ››‡ ATL (2006) (Tip Harris) Four Atlanta teens face challenges.
 63 PARMT Cops (s) Cops (s) Cops (s) Cops (s) Cops (s) Cops (s) Cops (s) Cops (s) Cops (N) Cops (s) Cops (s) Cops (s)
 64 MTV Ridic. Ridic. Ridic. Ridic. Ridic. Ridic. Ridic. Ridic. Ridic. Ridic. Ridic. Ridic.
 65 COM Office Office Daily Office Office Office Office Office Office Office Daily Office
 66 VH1 Love, Hip Hop Love, Hip Hop Love, Hip Hop T.I. & Tiny: Friends Love, Hip Hop T.I. & Tiny: Friends

MOVIES SPORTS

There are no obituaries  

in today’s Chronicle

event this fall for our grad-
uates and their families, we 
are committed to doing so 
and will notify seniors and 
families well in advance,” 
the announcement reads.

Graduating seniors will be 
provided with a YouTube 
video link that will begin live 
streaming at 6 p.m. May 19, 
according to Núñez.

Remarks will be made by 

Núñez and additional ECSU 
officials along with guest 
speaker Mark Boxer, who is 
the executive vice president 
and chief information officer 
of Cigna.

“Without our graduates and 
their families in the audience, 
the program will be shorter 
than usual, while still provid-
ing the appropriate degree of 
dignity, grace and celebra-
tion,” Núñez wrote.

Núñez encouraged fami-

lies to take photographs with 
their upcoming graduates, 
which the administration is 
hoping to use for a slideshow 
on the university’s website.

“We are compiling a slide-
show for our website, con-
sisting of photographs you 
take with your family in your 
cap and gown. Our profes-
sional photography compa-
ny will be contacting you to 
gather those photos, at no 
cost to you,” the notice reads.

Before the ceremony,
seniors will also be mailed
a program including the list
of all graduating seniors, a
diploma cover and a com-
memorative graduation cap.

Graduates will receive
their diplomas after final 
grades are posted for the
spring semester, according to 
the notice.

Follow Lisa Massicotte on 
Twitter - @LMassicotteTC.

out the state, both at health 
care businesses and for other 
essential staff like grocery 
store clerks and senior living 
center staff.

“We have had a great core 
team, but everyone has been 
helping out,” Silcox said 
Friday. “We have had some 
donations of fabric and sup-
plies which has really helped 
as supplies are low.”

The core team includes 
about 10 people that make 
masks, as well as about an 
additional 25 who have been 
making masks for friends 
and family.

The CCE made its first 
major delivery of masks to 
the Seabury retirement com-
munity in Bloomfield earlier 
in April.

 “We received an incredi-
ble act of goodwill and gen-
erosity today from Eastern 
Connecticut State Uni-
versity,” wrote Seabury staff 
on its Facebook page on April 
6. “As our own residents and 
staff have been creative in 
making their own home-
made masks, this boost from 
Eastern couldn’t have come 
at a better time. The first 
batch of 54 masks arrived 
today and we couldn’t be 
more grateful.”

Since then, masks have 
also been delivered to the 
Covenant Soup Kitchen, 
the Windham Region No 
Freeze Project, the Holy 
Family Home and Shelter, 
St. Joseph Church, Access 
Community Action Agency, 
CT Legal Services, Windham 
Community Memorial Hos-
pital and many other organi-

zations throughout the area.
As of this week, nearly 570 

masks have been donated, 
according to Silcox.

“I have appreciated the 
opportunity to make face 
masks and honored to be 
making them for people in 
my community,” said Mary 
Oliver, university assistant 
for the CCE in the release. 
“Production making is an art 
in itself and making differ-
ent designs that people have 
requested is a technical chal-
lenge to which I look for-
ward. Using fabrics I have 
on hand (quilt scraps, cotton 
clothing, old sheets and pil-
lowcases) is a creative expe-
rience in itself.”

Homemade masks are not 
equivalent to N95 masks or 
surgical grade masks used by 
health care providers. 

However, they do provide 

some protection from the 
virus and are in line with the 
governor’s orders.

“I’m so glad there are com-
munity folks just jumping 
into this, as the process of 
making something really 
useful now is a small way to 
give back,” Oliver said.

Other Eastern groups 
are getting involved, like 
Eastern’s Office of Environ-
mental Health and Safety, 
which donated 1,200 surgi-
cal masks to the Windham 
Emergency Management 
office, that were distributed 
to various agencies across 
town.

Two mask patterns 
endorsed by the CCE are 
available at bit.ly/2S2IdKg 
or bit.ly/2zqlWQd.

Follow Claire Galvin on 
Twitter - @CGalvinTC. 

Eastern Connecticut State University Center for Community Engagement Director Kim Silcox, left, ECSU management infor-
mation specialist Trudy Hyatt, center, and CCE university assistant Nancy Deede, right, show off some of the handmade mask 
made by ECSU employees. Courtesy of ECSU

Eastern volunteers sewing masks
Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

ECSU to hold virtual commencement

ZACH MURDOCK
HARTFORD COURANT

STORRS — The University 
of Connecticut has asked 
faculty and staff to prepare 
to teach the university’s fall 
semester online.

This is in case the closures 
and fallout from the ongo-
ing coronavirus pandemic 
stretch late into this year in 
Connecticut.

The guidance from UConn 
President Tom Katsouleas 
Friday is strictly for “plan-
ning purposes only” and a 
final decision on whether 
fall classes will be in-per-
son or online 
is not expected 
until this sum-
mer, Katsouleas 
wrote in a 
memo to staff 
and students.

U n i v e r s i t y 
leaders will 
weigh public 
health guidance, 
advice from 
state leaders 
and the avail-
ability of testing 
before the Board of Trustees 
makes a final ruling on how 
to conduct the fall semester 
before June 30.

“These scenarios range 
from most or all courses 
remaining online to returning 
to all in-person instruction 
and residential life with sig-
nificant safety modifications 
and accommodations, and 
other scenarios in between,” 
Katsouleas wrote. 

“Under any scenario, to 
help students continue their 
progress toward a degree, 
our aim is to provide enough 
online options for students 
who are in high-risk cate-
gories, are not comfortable 
returning, and for interna-
tional students unable to 
return due to travel restric-
tions.”

All summer classes will 
be held online this year, 
Katsouleas wrote. 

The university previously 
had canceled in-person class-
es for only its first summer 
term, starting June 1.

Universities and schools 
across the state, including 
UConn, began canceling 
in-person classes in early 
March as the spread of the 
virus started to become clear.

The closures were initially 
designed to last only through 
spring break, but then univer-
sities across the state began 
to cancel the remainder of 

in-person class-
es for the spring 
semester, and 
eventually com-
m e n c e m e n t s , 
as testing laid 
bare the extent 
of the virus in 
Connecticut.

Gov. Ned 
Lamont and an 
advisory board 
he has created to 
determine when 
and how the 

state should start to reopen 
businesses and schools have 
indicated that the process 
could begin in stages in June.

But it is contingent on the 
availability of widespread 
testing for the virus and fur-
ther declines in the number 
of those infected.

Those determinations 
by the governor and pub-
lic health experts will help 
the university decide in June 
how it will construct its fall 
semester, Katsouleas indicat-
ed in his memo Friday. 

In the meantime, however, 
faculty, staff and administra-
tors should begin preparing 
now for the possibility that 
fall classes will have to be 
held solely online.
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UConn tells staff 
to prepare for fall 
semester online

A final decision 
on whether fall 
classes will be 
in-person or 
online is not 
expected until 
this summer.

DON STACOM
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The violent upheaval in the 
food market that is driving 
major farms in the United 
States to dump millions 
of gallons of milk a day is 
also threatening the future 
of Connecticut’s dairies, 
according to owners.

The coronavirus shut-
down of restaurants, uni-
versities and public schools 
has destroyed about half of 
the customer base for milk, 
cheese and other dairy prod-
ucts.

Dairy farmers, already 

struggling with low profits 
for the past several years, are 
taking a hit of more 25 per-
cent in the price they’re get-
ting for milk. In Connecticut, 
some are warning that must 
change soon if the state wants 
to keep its roughly 100 dairy 
farms in business.

“There are many sectors of 
agriculture that are suffering. 
But what’s happened with 
dairy is as bad as it’s ever 
been,” said Joan Nichols, 
executive director of the 
Connecticut Farm Bureau.

Because Connecticut con-
sumes more milk and milk 

products than it produces, the 
state’s dairies so far aren’t 
dumping milk the way larger 
producers in Pennsylvania, 
Wisconsin and elsewhere 
have done. But the state’s 
farmers are hurt by the same 
trend because federal price 
supports have plunged.

At the same time, Con-
necticut milk distributors and 
cooperatives face the identi-
cal challenge as their coun-
terparts across the nation: 
The shutdown flipped the 
market entirely out of bal-
ance.
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Dairy farmers are struggling
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