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Eastern Connecticut State University President Elsa Nuiiez speaks during the university’s 2020 commence-
ment exercises that took place virtually Tuesday due to the coronavirus pandemic. Courtesy of ECSU

ECSU graduates take
the stage fromhome

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Eastern Connecticut State
University’s Class of 2020 donned mortarboards
and tassels and crossed the stage during com-
mencement ceremonies Tuesday night.

But the stage wasn’t at the XL Center in
Hartford.

The stage, their living rooms, was part of the
university’s first virtual commencement cere-
mony, a necessity given mandates against large
gatherings during the coronavirus pandemic.

Eastern’s 130th commencement ceremony was
delivered Tuesday evening via YouTube, with
graduates and their families following safely at
home.

The video was taped in the concert hall of
the ECSU Fine Arts Instructional Center at the
Willimantic campus, with each speaker taping
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gram for the evening and their mortarboard and Senior class vice president Emily Kerfoot offers up some
ECSU,Page4 words of wisdom. Courtesy of ECSU

ful

Copyright (c¢)2020 Chronicle Media LLC 05/20/2020
May 21, 2020 7:47 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by QContent



The Chronicle - 05/20/2020

Page : 04

ECSU grads take stage from home

Continued from Page 1

tassel ahead of time.

Like other years, Eastern
President Elsa Nuifiez con-
gratulated the students for
their hard work and accom-
plishments.

This year, however, the
message was a little differ-
ent.

“We need your creative
talents as we seek new med-
ical procedures, tests, treat-
ments and other solutions to
our current circumstances,”
Nufiez said. “The problems
you will help solve are not
limited to health care, every
corner of our society and
every industry has been
impacted.”

Nufiez was joined by the
commencement speak-
er, Cigna Executive Vice
President and Chief Inform-
ation Officer Mark Boxer.

In addition, Provost Bill
Salka, University Senate
President Andrew Utterback,
Senior Class Vice President
Emily Kerfoot and the Rev.
Larry LaPointe of the Corpus
Christi Catholic Community
churches also spoke.

Kerfoot commended stu-
dents on their college careers.

“Dr. Nuiez frequently
reminds Eastern students that
she wants us to feel that we
are clite, but never feel that
we are elitists,” Kerfoot said.
“Our liberal arts education
gives us skills highly prized
by U.S. employers and the
ability to adapt to changes
taking place in front of our
eyes.”

Mark Boxer, executive vice president and chlef mformatlon officer at Cigna, speaks during
Eastern Connecticut State University’s virtual commencement Tuesday. Courtesy of ECSU

More than 40 percent of
the Class of 2020 are the first
in their families to earn a
bachelor’s degree.

Approximately 90 per-
cent of Eastern students are
from 162 of the state’s 169
towns, with more than 80
percent of graduates staying
in Connecticut to work and
live.

The university also draws
students from 34 other states
and 19 countries.

Boxer reminded all stu-
dents to be kind to one anoth-
er as they move forward in
their lives.

“Be kind to others, and
find ways to help people
when and where you can,”
Boxer said.

Following the speeches,
graduates listened to a musi-
cal recording while all the
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Commencement packages were mailed to ECSU graduatesin
advance of the ceremony. They included a diploma cover, two
copies of the evening’s program and their mortarboard and

tassel. Courtesy of ECSU

graduates’ names were dis-
played on the screen.

In total, as of this morn-
ing, about 7,000 people have
viewed the virtual com-
mencement.

The video can be viewea
on the Eastern Connecticui
State University YouTube
page.

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.
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