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Lotteries
TUESDAY

Mid-Day 3: 7-9-1

Mid-Day 4: 2-3-7-9

Play 3: 0-0-7

Play 4: 1-2-9-4

Cash 5: 6-11-13-24-35

Lotto: 7-24-25-28-41-42

Mega Millions
8-19-25-36-66/9

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 229, Willimantic, CT 
06226.

Location: 
322 Main St., Unit 1-1B, Willimantic, 
a quarter-mile east of the Frog 
Bridge intersection.

To Subscribe:
860-423-8466 or 
delivery@theChronicle.com

To Report News:
860-423-8466, ext. 3337 or 
news@theChronicle.com
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Best Gas 
Price

A-1 Main      1.71
Stop & Shop Main 1.72
Xtra Fuels Main    1.73
Valero Main    1.74
Cumbys Jackson    1.74
Shell Jackson 1.79
Mobil Boston Post 1.79
Cumbys Main     1.79
Shell Main  1.83

— Gasbuddy.com

COVID-19 
C R I S I S

• There have been nearly 
38,500 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in Connecticut, 
resulting in 3,472 deaths 
— an increase of 23 since 
Monday.

• As of Tuesday, more 
than 1.5 million Americans 
had tested positive for 
COVID-19, with more than 
91,000 deaths reported 
nationwide.

• More than 4.9 million 
people worldwide have 
been confirmed infect-
ed by the virus, and more 
than 320,000 deaths have 
been recorded, according 
to a tally by Johns Hopkins 
University.

• Russia and Brazil are 
now behind only the United 
States in the number of 
reported infections, and 
cases are also spiking in 
such places as India, South 
Africa and Mexico.
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Source: Gov. Ned Lamont’s office

The Connecticut Academy of Science 
and Engineering has released fact-based 
information on how everyone should stay 
informed on the spread of COVID-19 within 
Connecticut.

CASE, which is based out of Rocky Hill, 
is chartered by the Connecticut General 
Assembly to provide the state and its resi-
dents with expert knowledge on science and 
technology.

CASE compiled a list of what it deems to be 
the most reliable and coordinated sources of 
information about COVID-19, a coronavirus.

They include:
• The state’s online portal at portal.ct.gov/

Coronavirus.
It includes the latest information from the 

state Department of Public Health State 
Laboratory on testing results and includes 
guides on the following:

• The state’s COVID-19 Infoline in partner-
ship with the United Way of Connecticut, 
which can be accessed by calling 2-1-1 or 
texting “CTCOVID” at 898211.

• The State of Connecticut Joint Information 
Center can be contacted 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week by calling 860-754-8342 
or emailing COVID19.JIC@ct.gov.

Keep informed 
about COVID-19

ECSU graduates take  
the stage from home

Eastern Connecticut State University President Elsa Núñez speaks during the university’s 2020 commence-
ment exercises that took place virtually Tuesday due to the coronavirus pandemic. Courtesy of ECSU

Senior class vice president Emily Kerfoot offers up some 
words of wisdom. Courtesy of ECSU

Lazy day on the hill
Cows graze on Horsebarn Hill with a’20,’ a tribute to recent UConn grads, 
mowed into the back hill Tuesday afternoon. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

MICHELLE FIRESTONE 
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLINGTON — COVID-19 
positive first responders and first 
responders suspected of having the 
virus have been staying in a house 
owned by the Willington Hill Fire 
Department.

“(Willington Hill) Chief (Tom) 
Snyder, thank you to your department 
for that,” Willington First Selectman 
Erika Wiecenski said during a board 

of selectmen meeting Monday.
Snyder said five firefighters have 

tested positive for COVID-19, all 
from a Willington Fire Department 
No. 1 ambulance crew.

“Some are still out, but things are 
moving forward,” Willington Fire 
Department No. 1 Chief Alex Moore 
said at the meeting. “It’s just a slow 
process.”

He said the hope is the emergency 
responders will be able to return to 

work soon.
According to the latest update from 

Gov. Ned Lamont’s office, which 
was released last night, there have 
been 770 positive cases and 54 
deaths associated with COVID-19 in 
Tolland County, which WIllington is 
part of.

There were 11 positive cases in 
Willington as of the latest update.

The house is at 25 Old Farms 
Road, property the Willington Hill 

Fire Department acquired last year.
The fire department plans to build

a new fire station on that site in the
future.

According to the property card, the 
house was built in 1985 and is 3,312 
square feet, with 1,608 square feet of
living area.

Snyder said Wiecenski and mem-
bers of Willington Fire Department
No. 1 worked with Willington Hill 

Willington FD uses building for COVID-positives
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WINDHAM/WILLIMANTIC — Although 
the full extent of COVID-19’s impact on 
Windham schools long-term plans is still 
unknown, school leaders hope additional 
funds can help.

The Windham Board of Education recent-
ly discussed the budget and recent revenue 
increases.

Windham Acting Superintendent of Schools 
Tracy Youngberg said, through the feder-
al Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act, Windham schools are 
set to receive up to $1,499,688.

Youngberg said the district still needs to go 
through an application process and meet the 
necessary criteria.

“$1,499,688 seems like a lot, but the real-
ity is we’re not sure what kind of expenses 
the district is going to have to incur because 
of COVID-19,” Youngberg said at a school 
board meeting May 14. “That large number 
really only equates to $450.62 per student.”

For example, it’s possible once schools 
reopen, students will be required to ride on 
less-full buses, meaning more buses will be 
necessary to transport students.

Additionally, the state informed the district 
it is also slated to receive more Alliance funds 
than originally anticipated, about $912,221.

Windham 
schools 
apply for 
funding
District to get money 
from CARES Act

WINDHAM, Page 4
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WILLIMANTIC —  Eastern Connecticut State 
University’s Class of 2020 donned mortarboards 
and tassels and crossed the stage during com-
mencement ceremonies Tuesday night.

But the stage wasn’t at the XL Center in 
Hartford.

The stage, their living rooms, was part of the 
university’s first virtual commencement cere-
mony, a necessity given mandates against large 
gatherings during the coronavirus pandemic.

Eastern’s 130th commencement ceremony was 
delivered Tuesday evening via YouTube, with 
graduates and their families following safely at 
home.

The video was taped in the concert hall of 
the ECSU Fine Arts Instructional Center at the 
Willimantic campus, with each speaker taping 
remarks separately in accordance with safety 
guidelines.

To add to their celebrations, Eastern graduates 
were mailed their diploma cover, the printed pro-
gram for the evening and their mortarboard and 

ECSU, Page 4
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TO PLACE AN OBITUARY:  CLASSIFIED DEPT. AT 860-423-8466, ext. 3363, OR 860-423-8466, ext. 3337  AFTER 5 P.M. ON FRIDAYS

There are no obituaries  

in today’s Chronicle

KIMBERLY DRELICH
THE DAY

FRANKLIN — Firefighters 
extinguished a barn fire at Cushman 
Farm Tuesday night, allowing more 
than 100 cows to return safely to 
their barn, Franklin Volunteer Fire 
Department Chief Mark Nall said. 

The fire caused no injuries.

The fire initially started with a 
tractor and spread to the structure of 
the barn at 393 Norwich-Lebanon 
Road, Nall said. 

The call came in about 6:32 p.m. 
and was escalated to a second-alarm 
structure fire at 6:51 p.m.

The fire spread fairly quickly due 
to a steady wind blowing out of the 

northeast, he said.
As the fire started working up to 

the rafters, the owners were able to 
help get the cows out of the barn to 
safety, he said. 

The owners and family members 
then helped push the cows into the 
field. Neighbors also showed up to 
help.

“It was good to see the communi-
ty there,” Nall said.

Firefighters knocked out the fire 
by 7:24 p.m., using only water out 
of concern for the environment, he 
said.

The fire caused damage to the 
tractor and to the roof, rafters and 
side of the barn, he said. Since it 

was an open-air barn, there was no 
concern about smoke and the cows
were able to return to the barn.

In addition to the Franklin 
Volunteer Fire Department, Bozrah,
Lebanon, East Great Plain, Yantic,
Baltic and South Windham depart-
ments responded.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

More than 100 cows safe after barn fire at Cushman Farm in Franklin

DAN BRECHLIN
HARTFORD COURANT

MYSTIC — Mystic 
Aquarium, closed since mid-
March due to the coronavirus 
outbreak, is reopening this 
week.

Among the most popular 
tourist locations and plac-
es for families to visit in 
Connecticut, the aquarium is 
open today for members only, 
Thursday to front-line work-
ers and Friday will reopen to 
all guests. The aquarium will 
follow Gov. Ned Lamont’s 
executive orders, which 
allows museums and zoos 
to reopen only if they are 
outdoors.

“We are thrilled to wel-
come guests back to Mystic 
Aquarium to provide a safe 
and enjoyable opportuni-
ty to reconnect with us and 
our ambassador animals,” 
the aquarium wrote on its 
website. “As these are try-
ing and unprecedented times, 
all guests are asked to show 
mutual respect and courtesy 
for your fellow visitors and 
our staff, as we strive to pro-
vide a great experience and 
return some sense of normal-
cy to our daily life.”

Mystic Aquarium typical-
ly includes both indoor and 
outdoor attractions, but for 
now, the indoor exhibits will 
remain closed to visitors. 
Outdoor exhibits include 
the Arctic Coast habitat fea-
turing beluga whales, the 

Pacific Northwest habitat 
with harbor seals, spotted 
seals, Northern fur seals and 
Steller sea lions, the Penguin 
Pavilion and the Marsh Trek. 
Visitors can walk through 
multiple times if they want 
during their allotted time.

The aquarium has imple-
mented several changes from 
usual protocol, including 
only selling tickets for two-
hour time-blocks. Visitors 
can buy their tickets online 
from 10 a.m. to noon, noon 
to 2 p.m., 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
or 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Visitors 
will have to adhere to social 
distancing guidelines. A lim-
ited number of tickets will 
be sold.

Guests will have to wear 
face coverings, as well as 
have their temperature taken 
upon entering the aquarium. 
A one-way pathway will be 
set up throughout the facility 
that guests will have to fol-
low. Disinfectant wipes, hand 
sanitizer and hand-wash-
ing stations will be placed 
around the park and physical 
barriers will also be in place 
for safety.

The aquarium will be thor-
oughly cleaned each day, 
according to staff, and staff 
will be wearing PPE.

For more information and 
tickets, visit the aquarium’s 
website, mysticaquarium.
org.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

An African penguin swims at the penguin exhibit at Mystic 
Aquarium. TNS

Mystic Aquarium 
set to reopen with 
new guidelines

firefighters to get the house 
ready for people to live in.

“Our department offered it 
up as a place for people to be 
comfortable,” he said.

Snyder said one person 
currently at the house, an 
EMT/firefighter, has been 

staying there for about three 
weeks.

He said he will stay there 
until he tests negative.

Some emergency respond-
ers stayed at the house while 
waiting for testing results, 
but left the house after testing 
negative.

The house already had 

appliances, but beds had to 
be brought in.  

“We started setting it 
up, I believe, at the end of 
February,” Snyder said.

Wiecenski said television 
sets were moved into the 
house so the people staying 
there had some entertain-
ment.

Snyder said, currently, only 
first responders are staying at 
the house.

“It’s working out really 
well to keep people safe and 
distant from their families,” 
he said.

Follow Michelle Firestone 
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARTFORD — Connect-
icut’s partnership with a 
charity backed by a wealthy 
hedge fund founder has been 
disbanded “due to a breach 
of trust,” Gov. Ned Lamont 
said Tuesday, alluding to 
leaks that have resulted in 
negative media coverage.

The Democrat, a for-
mer businessman, said he 
was “very sad” that the 
arrangement with Dalio 
Philanthropies, the founda-
tion founded by Barbara and 
Ray Dalio, was ending.

The decision came after 
conversations with Barbara 
Dalio, Lamont said. A rec-
ommendation to end the 
arrangement will be made 
in the near future to the 
Partnership for Connecticut’s 
board, he said.

“Due to a breach of trust, 

we both decided that it’s time 
to disband the partnership,” 
Lamont said during a news 
conference on the Capitol 
steps.

“It really is important to 
have trust there and make 
sure nobody is trying to 
undermine the core mission,” 
he said. “And this case, I 
think there’s a sense from the 
Dalios that there are some 
people that really wanted to 
undermine the mission of the 
board.

Lamont last year announced 
an arrangement with Dalio 
Philanthropies under which 
the foundation would donate 
$100 million to public edu-
cation initiatives. That gift 
would be matched by $100 
million in taxpayer money. 

The arrangement had 
raised some concerns over 
transparency.

Connecticut ends partnership 
with hedge fund foundation

Continued from Page 1

Willington FD uses building for COVID-positives

tassel ahead of time.
Like other years, Eastern 

President Elsa Núñez con-
gratulated the students for 
their hard work and accom-
plishments. 

This year, however, the 
message was a little differ-
ent.

“We need your creative 
talents as we seek new med-
ical procedures, tests, treat-
ments and other solutions to 
our current circumstances,” 
Núñez said. “The problems 
you will help solve are not 
limited to health care, every 
corner of our society and 
every industry has been 
impacted.”

Núñez was joined by the 
commencement speak-
er, Cigna Executive Vice 
President and Chief Inform-
ation Officer Mark Boxer.

In addition, Provost Bill 
Salka, University Senate 
President Andrew Utterback, 
Senior Class Vice President 
Emily Kerfoot and the Rev. 
Larry LaPointe of the Corpus 
Christi Catholic Community 
churches also spoke.

Kerfoot commended stu-
dents on their college careers.

“Dr. Núñez frequently 
reminds Eastern students that 
she wants us to feel that we 
are elite, but never feel that 
we are elitists,” Kerfoot said. 
“Our liberal arts education 
gives us skills highly prized 
by U.S. employers and the 
ability to adapt to changes 
taking place in front of our 
eyes.”

More than 40 percent of 
the Class of 2020 are the first 
in their families to earn a 
bachelor’s degree. 

Approximately 90 per-
cent of Eastern students are 
from 162 of the state’s 169 
towns, with more than 80 
percent of graduates staying 
in Connecticut to work and 
live.

The university also draws 
students from 34 other states 
and 19 countries.

Boxer reminded all stu-
dents to be kind to one anoth-
er as they move forward in 
their lives.

“Be kind to others, and 
find ways to help people 
when and where you can,” 
Boxer said.

Following the speeches, 
graduates listened to a musi-
cal recording while all the 

graduates’ names were dis-
played on the screen.

In total, as of this morn-
ing, about 7,000 people have 
viewed the virtual com-
mencement.

The video can be viewed 
on the Eastern Connecticut 
State University YouTube 
page.

Follow Claire Galvin on 
Twitter - @CGalvinTC. 

Commencement packages were mailed to ECSU graduates in 
advance of the ceremony. They included a diploma cover, two 
copies of the evening’s program and their mortarboard and 
tassel. Courtesy of ECSU

Mark Boxer, executive vice president and chief information officer at Cigna, speaks during 
Eastern Connecticut State University’s virtual commencement Tuesday. Courtesy of ECSU

Continued from Page 1

Windham schools apply for funding
Finally, the district was 

given a grant waiver for 
Title IX funds that allow 
the schools to use the entire 
grant, $109,961, to apply to 
some of the school’s technol-
ogy expenses.

“Hearing all that is being 
done to support the students 
of Windham, particularly in 
this strange time of virtual 
learning, is very exciting,” 
Youngberg said.

The board is currently 
requesting a $52,647,950 
2020-21 board of education 
budget, which is an increase 

of 9.78 percent over the cur-
rent fiscal year.

The school system is trying 
to make due with a flat bud-
get increase from 2018-19 
and 2019-20, and the near 10 
percent increase would allow 
the district to retain many 
positions that are in danger 
of being eliminated.

The Windham Board of 
Finance is set to decide the 
budget in upcoming weeks, 
and it meets tonight at 7.

To connect to the virtual 
meeting, dial 402-989-0103, 
and enter PIN 248 974 281#.

The board of finance heard 
the initial news at its last 

meeting May 13.
“It sounds like there is 

some leg work to be done, 
but thank you for that good 
news,” said Windham Board 
of Finance Chairman Tyler 
Griffin.

Youngberg said, although 
any additional income is 
welcome, when the money 
is divided between all 
Windham students and used 
to replenish areas where the 
district has made cuts, it has 
less of an impact.

Some board of educa-
tion members said the bud-
get request should not be 
reduced.

“The board of finance 
needs to realize that the 
school district needs the bud-
get that was very carefully 
assembled and presented to 
them,” said Windham Board 
of Education Vice Chairman 
Mary Gallucci. “I have made 
that point several times.”

The Windham Board 
of Education meets next 
on Wednesday, May 27. 
Information on how to con-
nect to the meeting will be 
posted on the agenda on the 
town website at windhamct.
com.

Follow Claire Galvin on 
Twitter - @CGalvinTC. 

Continued from Page 1
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CONNECTICUT POST

While specific plans for 
reopening Massachusetts’ 
recreational marijuana dis-
pensaries remain a bit hazy, 
one thing is clear: It will be 
curbside delivery outside the 
businesses.

And, the sale of recreation-
al weed — beginning on 
Memorial Day — will also 
be allowed for out-of-staters.

Massachusetts is the only 
state in the Northeast that has 
recreational marijuana dis-
pensaries.

In March, Massachusetts 
Gov. Charlie Baker stopped 

recreational weed sales.
While medical marijua-

na sales were still allowed 
for Massachusetts residents, 
Baker didn’t want to draw 
more visitors from other 
states when people were 
encouraged to stay at home 
and not travel during the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The Boston Globe reports 
Baker still has concerns 
about out-of-state recreation-
al customers, but requiring 
curbside pickup will add a 
degree of safety.

“If you’re gonna do curb-
side, it makes sense to do 

curbside for everybody,” 
he said. “The whole point 
behind curbside is it doesn’t 
require people to go inside 
and stand around, and there’s 
plenty of evidence at this 
point that inside spaces with 
a long period of time in 
which people are there, espe-
cially if they don’t have the 
ability to socially distance, 
is probably the biggest and 
most significant opportunity 
for spread.”

The day after the re-open-
ing order for recreation-
al weed sales was given, 
Massachusetts dispensaries 

have not yet finalized plans 
on how they will handle 
pickets and orderly.

Some of the recreational 
marijuana dispensaries are 
about a half-hour’s drive 
from the Connecticut border.

“As of Monday, the state 
has cleared recreational can-
nabis dispensaries to re-open 
on Monday, May 25th,” 
Theory Wellness on Route 
7 in Great Barrington posted 
on its web site.

“Until then, we remain 
closed for recreational sales.”

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Recreational pot sales to resume in Massachusetts


