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WILLIMANTIC POLICE
860-465-3135

Perla Cristal Osorio-Cruz, 22, 
of 227 Valley St., Coventry, was 
charged with disorderly con-
duct April 8. Court: April 9 in New 
London. Bond: $1,500.

Acy Myrvin Stone, 66, of 63 Elm 
St., Willimantic, was charged with 
second-degree breach of peace 
April 8. Court: June 3 in New 
London. Bond: $1,500. 

Jerry Joy Nieto, 31, of 220 Valley 
St., Willimantic, was charged with 
second-degree breach of peace 
and third-degree burglary April 
11. Court: April 13 in New London. 
Bond: $5,000.

Christina M. Owens, 35, of 179 
Valley St., Apt. 2, Willimantic, was 
charged with illegal operation of 
a motor vehicle under suspen-

sion April 12. Court: June 4 in New 
London. Bond: $750.

LORI RILEY
HARTFORD COURANT

WILLIMANTIC — While 
some college students on 
spring break were spread 
across Florida beaches, 
Eastern Connecticut State 
University junior Seth His-
man was spending his break 
at the Covenant Soup Kitchen 
in Willimantic.

Four to six hours a day, 
when he wasn’t working at 
his job at Staples, Hisman, 
20, of Chaplin was driving to 
local package stores to look 
for boxes in which to pack 
groceries for needy families. 

He was helping to sanitize 
the facility. 

Hisman was worried about 
whether there would be 
enough cereal in the soup 
kitchen’s pantry.

He’s a 
member of 
E a s t e r n ’ s 
rugby club, 
which has a 
long history 
of helping 
at the soup 
kitchen, led 
by its assis-
tant coach 
Ray Aramini, 
a member of 
the board of 
directors. 

The team members recent-
ly put out a plea to Eastern 
rugby alumni for donations. 

They raised $1,000 in 48 
hours.

“I’ve always been involved 
here and there when they 
need extra help, but since 
Eastern is going to online 
classes, I have an abundance 
of free time,” said Hisman, 
an accounting major. 

“I knew Ray could use the 
help, I knew the soup kitchen 
needed the help because they 
have to go through all these 
changes. You have to have 
people to do the grunt work.

“Right now, the real need is 
just having food in the build-
ing. Canned fruit, canned ve- 
getables, rice, cereal. We’re 
really low on cereal.”

Many of the facility’s vol-
unteers are older and more at 
risk of catching the coronavi-
rus, so they are staying home. 

The facility needs to be 
cleaned and sanitized more 

often. 
At first, only 12 people 

were allowed into the dining 
room at a time to maintain 
social distancing and only 
people who are homeless 
are allowed to come inside, 
while others must take a meal 
in containers.

Since then, operations 
have changed and there are 
fewer volunteers as students 
are now home taking online 
classes.

Food is distributed out-
doors at the nearby Kramer 
Middle School site, with 
indoor dining taking place 
in the more spacious former 
school building.

“We are building the plane 
as we fly it,” said Kimberly 
Clark, the executive direc-
tor of the soup kitchen. “It’s 

been a chal-
lenge. We’re 
c o m m i t t e d 
to as long as 
we can do it, 
we’ll do it.”

The food 
p a n t r y , 
which has 
staples such 
as canned 
goods and 
cereal, has 
been relocat-
ed.

“It’s very labor-intensive,” 
Clark said. “We are having 
to buy more food. Our needs 
have quadrupled in a week.”

Since Eastern is closed and 
the students are taking class-
es online, many of Hisman’s 
rugby teammates are not in 
the area, so it’s hard for all of 
them to help as much as they 
usually do.

But Aramini is getting 
daily calls from players who 
want to help. 

Aramini is trying to spread 
the players out, telling them 
that this will be “a marathon, 
not a sprint.”

Hisman said working at the 
soup kitchen puts a lot of 
things in perspective, espe-
cially now.

“Honestly it makes it so 
much easier to handle this 
when you see the types of 
things you do at the soup 
kitchen,” he said. 

“Because we’re all wor-
ried about washing our hands 

extra, we’re worried about 
this person might be sick, 
that person might be sick, 
when these people are wor-
ried about having food for 
dinner tonight. 

“The virus to them is sec-
ond to: It’s snowing right 

now, where are they going 
to sleep?

“Seeing people with much 
greater needs brings you 
back to earth and centers you 
and you realize we’re going 
to get through this.”
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Right now, the 
real need is just 
having food in the 
building. Canned 
fruit, canned 
vegetables, rice, 
cereal ...

Seth Hisman

Due to the governor’s restrictions during the coronavirus 
pandemic, events submitted for our calendar section 
have been canceled or postponed. 
If you do have an event that has not been canceled, 
send the information to news@thechronicle.com and 
every consideration will be made to publish information 
on the event.

MAIN CAMPUS
742 Upper Maple Street, Danielson 
860.932.4020

WINDHAM TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL 
210 Birch Street, Willimantic • 860.230.6129

QUINEBAUG VALLEYQUINEBAUG VALLEY
C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G EC O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E

Apply FREE FREE for the summer or           
fall term!

Apply NOWNOW for  nancial aid!

QVCC graduates incur QVCC graduates incur ZERO ZERO 
Federal Student Loan DebtFederal Student Loan Debt

SummerSummer
(as of Mar 23)(as of Mar 23)

3 Sessions3 Sessions
Jun 1 - Aug 7
Jun 1 - Jul 2
Jul 6 - Aug 7

FallFall
(as of Apr 1)(as of Apr 1)

New students 
must register 

by Jul 15Jul 15 to 
qualify for free 

tuition

TAKE-OUT/DELIVERY
DIRECTORY

Coyote Flaco 
50 Higgins Highway, Mansfield 

 

Farmer’s Cow Calfe & Creamery 
 

 
 

Gina Marie’s Restaurant 
 

 
 

 

Hosmer Mountain Soda 
 

860-423-1555 
 
 

Kathmandu Kitchen 
 

860-477-1148 
 

 

Roberto’s Log Cabin 
 

 
 

Subway 
 

 

Subway 
 

 
 

Taquitos 
 

 
 

 

27 Buckley Hwy,

Stafford Springs, CT 06076

860-684-5868

195 River Rd,

Willington, CT 06279

860-487-4817

Visit Our Online Pharmacy 

for Dogs, Cats,
Large Animals and Exotics

www.staffordveterinarycenter.com
Trust, Convenience and Value!

I want to take this opportunity to express our unwavering commitment to serving you in this unprecedented time of 

COVID-19. The health and well-being of our clients, staff, colleagues and the animals in our facility is Priority Number One 

for Stafford Veterinary Center – and we’ve taken steps to protect them on several fronts.

Thank You
We appreciate our clients understanding during this time!

Seth Hisman, 20, of Chaplin, offers food to a Covenant Soup Kitchen client during their lunch program recently. Operations 
at the soup kitchen have changed drastically since and students are now studying from home. To the right is ECSU Rugby 
Coach Ray Aramini, a veteran soup kitchen volunteer. TNS

Soup kitchen gets help from ECSU students

Pleasant blooms
The flowers are quite pleasant on Pleasant Street in 
Willimantic these days, with spring flowers in full bloom — 
leading to a burst of local color. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff


