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Obituaries
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Bernice Baxter
WINDHAM

It is with great sadness 
that the family of Bernice 
Baxter announces her passing 
on Sunday, March 8, 2020, 
at Day Kimball Hospital in 
Putnam, Connecticut.  

She is survived by her 
loving husband of 69 years, 
Prescott Baxter; as well as 
their four children, Bruce 
Baxter and his wife, Cheryl, 
Sharon Turkia and her hus-
band, Michael, Beverly Huber 
and her companion, Joseph 
Clark, Barbara Bohonowicz 
and her companion Mark 
Linskens.  In addition, she 
will be forever remembered 
by her ten grandchildren, 
Christian, Jennifer, Brett, Lee 
Ann, Brittany, Joel, Cameron, 
Nicole, Kyle, Kayla and 
eight great-grandchildren, 
Carissa, Courtney, Catherine, 
Caroline, Kane, Emily, Jace 
and Julia.  Bernice was pre-
deceased by her mother and 
father, Frederick and Sarah 

Evelyn Beeney; as well as, 
her sister, Rosalie Martone 
and brother, Roland Beeney.

Bernice resided in 
Windham, Connecticut, with 
her husband, Prescott.  In 
1977 they purchased Tennett 
Tree Service, a small compa-
ny with only two trucks, and 
with hard work and dedica-
tion turned it into the thriv-
ing much larger company 
that it is today.  Bernice was 
a kind, generous and loving 
soul.  She devoted much of 
her life to the well-being of 
others, most importantly her 
husband and family.  She was 
very artistic and loved to read, 
travel and cook amazing food 
for her family and friends.  
Her devotion and uncondi-
tional love will forever live 
on in the hearts of all that had 
the joy of knowing her.

A funeral service will be 
held on Saturday, March 14, 
2020 at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Westfield Congregational 
Church, 210 Main Street, 
Danielson, CT. Burial to fol-
low at Westfield Cemetery, 
Danielson. There are no call-
ing hours. 

A reception will be held 
at 12:00 p.m. at Black Dog 
Grille, 146 Park Road, 
Putnam, CT. 

In lieu of flowers, donations 
in Bernice’s memory may be 
made to one of her favorite 
charities, St. Jude Childrens 
Research Hospital at stjude.
org. Tillinghast Funeral Home, 
433 Main St., Danielson is in 
charge of arrangements. till-
inghastfh.com

Windham and Willimantic 
is home to many Puerto Rican 
residents, many of whom still 
have family on the island.

Blade Johnson, who lives 
in Hampton, said she created 
the art based on a photograph 
her friend Gabrielle Murphy 
took of the El Morro Fort in 
San Juan.

She used hand-dyed fabric 
to replicate the colorful pho-
tograph.

“Puerto Rico has had such 
a difficult time these past few 
years,” Blade Johnson said. 
“I hope it raises more money 
for the people of Puerto 
Rico.”

Blade Johnson said she 
hopes the artwork goes to a 
“good home.”

“It’s a good feeling that it’s 
going out into the world and 
someone is really going to 
appreciate and love it,” Blade 
Johnson said.

The cost for the event 
is $10 per adult. Children 

will be admitted for free. 
Additional donations will be 
accepted.

Windham Town Council 
member and Windham/Willi-
mantic CARES co-founder 
Dawn Niles said the commu-
nity has already raised more 
than $3,600 for the earth-
quake victims.

“These earthquakes are not 
going to stop in the near 
future unfortunately,” Niles 
said.

Niles said it should be a 
fun event.

“We have a lot of local 
businesses that are donating 
refreshments,” Niles said. “It 
should be a really good time 
and I really hope as many 
people as possible come and 
show our support for our 
friends in Puerto Rico.”

Checks can be made out 
to Windham/Willimantic 
CARES. For more informa-
tion and to send electronic 
donations via Venmo, email 
nilesdawn@yahoo.com.

Follow Claire Galvin on 
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

WINDHAM/WILLIMANTIC — The second annual 
GROW Windham CommUNITY/ComUNIDAD Leaders 
forum originally scheduled for Thursday evening has been 
postponed.

The award ceremony was originally scheduled to be held at 
Eastern Connecticut State University, however, the university 
has canceled events that may bring more than 100 partici-
pants because of the coronavirus situation.

According to the GROW Windham’s Facebook page, the 
event has been tentatively rescheduled for May 28.

GROW Windham awards postponed

WILLIMANTIC — Local emergency personnel had a 
busy day Tuesday as they responded to a car striking a house 
Tuesday afternoon as well as a brush fire at about the same 
time.

According to Willimantic Fire Department Chief Marc 
Scrivener, the call for the car-versus-house accident in the 
area of 73 Spring St. occurred around 2:25 p.m.

Scrivener said the car involved was a Hyundai Elantra, 
although a year was not recorded, which went over a retaining 
wall and hit a home.

Scrivener said there was no damage to the building.
According to Scrivener, the driver was out of the vehicle 

when the fire personnel arrived. 
The 57-year-old female driver was transported to the 

Windham Community Memorial Hospital for evaluation.
The Willimantic Fire Department had a busy afternoon, as 

they also responded to a brush fire at 70 Lynnwood Drive at 
2:19 p.m.

Scrivener said the forest fire danger remains moderate and 
no outside fires are authorized.

Busy day for emergency crews
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Concert, auction to 
benefit quake victims

may not pose an immediate 
threat, it does need to be 
removed. The appellant also 
asked for Stone to meet with 
his own arborist, to which 
Stone agreed, but the meeting 
has not yet been arranged. 

Stone said the appellant 
also would like further test-
ing done on the tree, but 
Stone said the town cannot 

be the party responsible for 
the costs of those tests. 

“It’s very expensive,” 
Stone said, noting the town’s 
budget has already been 
overextended for tree work 
because of the damage done 
in recent years by gypsy 
moths.

He also noted the tests 
themselves can be invasive, 
involving drilling into the 
tree. 

Those types of tests, 
depending on the company 
used, cost a few hundred dol-
lars, including the site visit, 
the drilling, number of drills 
and the report. 

However, Stone said if the 
appellant wishes to pay for 
the tests, he would be will-
ing to wait for those results, 
as long as the wait isn’t too 
long. 

“I’m open to it,” Stone 

said. “We try to work with 
people. Anyone has the right 
to appeal.” 

Stone’s initial decision 
meant the tree would be 
scheduled for removal after 
March 15. 

That timeline is now 
extended, with Stone saying 
the burden of proof against 
removal of the tree is now on 
the appellant, who could not 
be reached for comment. 

Chaplin tree will not come down just yet
Continued from Page 1

PAT EATON-ROBB 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARTFORD — Connect-
icut’s governor declared 
both a public health and 
civil preparedness emergen-
cy Tuesday in response to 
the coronavirus, similar to 
actions taken during hurri-
canes.

Gov. Ned Lamont said the 
move will allow him to take 
faster action to protect public 
health and safety, including 
suspending certain laws and 
regulations. Most notably, he 
said it helps the state ramp up 
its testing capacity faster.

The move comes after a 
second person tested positive 
for the virus in Connecticut.

For most people, the virus 
causes only mild or moderate 
symptoms, such as fever and 
cough. For some, especially 

older adults and people with 
existing health problems, it 
can cause more severe ill-
ness, including pneumonia. 
The vast majority of people 
recover from the new virus.

Here is a look at some of 
the steps taken in Connecticut 
Tuesday.

Emergency
The emergencies declared 

by Lamont will ease regula-
tions to allow additional enti-
ties to conduct testing. The 
action also allowed Lamont 
to authorize the state’s public 
health commissioner to let 
lower level officials declare 
and manage isolation and 
quarantine orders, if need be. 
Additionally, a state law pro-
hibiting profiteering during 
emergencies is triggered. 

Administration officials 
said so far 56 people have 

been tested, with two testing 
positive for the virus. There 
are currently 19 cases await-
ing test results. 

School scares
A regional school district 

that includes Bethlehem and 
Woodbury is shutting down 
today through March 15 for 
disinfecting because a stu-
dent came in contact with the 
state’s second virus patient. A 
local day care is also closing.

The district’s superinten-
dent said the student and 
their family are showing 
no signs of the illness and 
self-monitoring at their home 
for 14 days. 

A school in Stratford is 
closed for cleaning after 
a person connected to the 
school may have been 
in contact with the virus 
while classes are canceled 

in Norwalk on Thursday so
teachers can prepare lesson
plans in case students need to
learn at home. 

Capitol cleaning
While several legislative

hearings were held Tuesday,
a modified schedule is
planned for the rest of the
week and possibly beyond at
Connecticut’s state Capitol
complex.

Activities were being lim-
ited today to two, shortened
public hearings and a planned
vote on a borrowing bill. The
state Capitol, Legislative
Office Building and the Old
State House will then be
closed to for an extensive
cleaning for four days. 

Lawmakers have also
closed the complex to any
non-legislative events, meet-
ings and gatherings. 

emergencies related to the 
coronavirus outbreak.

So far, two Connecticut res-
idents have tested positive for 
coronavirus, as well as sever-
al cases in Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island and New York. 

In the Mansfield school 
system, frequently touched 
surfaces, including door 
knobs and classroom tables, 
are being cleaned and disin-
fected more often and buses 
are being cleaned daily.

Lyman said there is a 
meeting scheduled for today 
between local superinten-
dents and Eastern Highlands 
Health District Director 
Robert Miller to discuss the 
situation, as well as a meet-
ing between administrators 
and other school employees. 

As of now, Lyman said 
the directive from the state 
Department of Education is 
if school needs to be closed 
in connection with the virus 
outbreak, it would be han-
dled just like a weather day. 

She said there is not a lot of 
planning required for short-
term closures, but school 

employees are working with 
other agencies in town to 
make sure students have 
access to technology and 
food services they need. 

“It’s a situation that we 
know is changing daily and 
we’re doing everything we 
can to make sure we’re on 
top of it everyday,” she said. 

E.O. Smith
E.O. Smith officials, mean-

while, are also preparing for 
the possibility of a possible 
closure.

“The decision to close a 
school would be made in 
collaboration with the local 
public health officials,” 
District 19 Superintendent of 
Schools Jill Krieger and E.O. 
Smith High School Principal 
Lou Deloreto said in a 
recent letter to parents. “The 
CSDE (Connecticut State 
Department of Education) 
has advised us to plan on a 
two-week closure and that 
those days would have to be 
made up on vacations or in 
June to reach 180 days.”

Krieger could not be 
reached for further comment. 

A Washington, D.C., trip 
for E.O. students was recent-

ly canceled, with the hope 
the trip could be rescheduled. 

E.O. Smith officials 
announced the following 
several after-school activ-
ity restrictions in a tweet 
Tuesday: 

• All non-essential after-
school activities are can-
celed. 

This includes: pre-season 
conditioning, after-school 
weight room use and orga-
nized activities with groups 
of students on or off-campus. 

Students and coaches will 
not be permitted to use ath-
letic facilities after school. 

Coaches can not organize 
activities/sessions or be pres-
ent with groups of students 
on or off-campus. 

Coaches can send indi-
vidualized training plans for 
kids, but should not encour-
age them to meet as groups.

• Essential activities are 
still permitted, such as base-
ball and girls lacrosse meet-
ings that were scheduled for 
Tuesday and boys basketball 
practice.

Pitchers and catchers can 
begin Saturday as planned.

Spring sports are still 
scheduled to begin Saturday,
March 21.

• The winter sports awards
ceremony will be postponed
and combined with the spring
awards ceremony in June.

• Custodial staff will be
regularly disinfecting com-
mon areas, such as the weight
room and locker rooms, the
alert indicated.

The viruses usually cause
mild to moderate respiratory
illnesses, but can be fatal
to the elderly or those with
compromised immune sys-
tems.

Symptoms of the virus
include runny nose, head-
aches, cough, sore throat, 
fever and a general feeling of
being unwell.

Hartford HealthCare has
set up a hotline for informa-
tion about coronavirus which 
people can reach by calling
833-621-0600. Information
is also available on the state 
Department of Public Health
website, portal.ct.gov/coro-
navirus.

Follow Michelle Firestone
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc. 

break and be with their fami-
lies abroad,” she wrote. 

One of the working groups 
formed to address the situ-
ation, the Academic Affairs 
working group, has devel-
oped a plan to “help ensure 
we balance the need to be 
sensitive to the health and 
safety needs of our commu-
nity while also being sure 
to meet our academic obli-
gations to our students,” the 
statement from UConn said.

“Restricting access to our 
physical campuses does not 
mean classes should be can-
celed,” the statement said. 

“All faculty should be reas-
sured that it is possible to 
effectively conduct classes 
and assess students remotely 
and that they have a number 
of options to do so.” 

The university has created 
a HuskyCT website for any 
lecture or discussion section 
taught during the current 
semester that did not already 
have one.

“Faculty who are not famil-

iar with HuskyCT are strong-
ly encouraged to become 
so as soon as possible,” the 
statement said.

The registrar’s office will 
begin registration appoint-
ments for continuing under-
graduate students March 23 
as planned.

The email said, as of 
Tuesday, planned events and 
gatherings with more than 
100 people could continue as 
planned, including on-cam-
pus conferences, meetings, 
performances, athletic events 

and other gatherings. 
On Jan. 30, the World 

Health Organization’s Inter-
national Health Regulations 
Emergency Committee de- 
clared the outbreak a public 
health emergency of interna-
tional concern.

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention website, as of 
Tuesday, there had been 
about 1,000 coronavirus 
cases in the United States 
and at least 30 deaths.

Two Connecticut residents 

have tested positive for coro-
navirus, as well as sever-
al cases in Massachusetts,
Rhode Island and New York. 

Coronaviruses are part
of a large family of viruses
common in many different
species of animals, including
camels, cattle, cats and bats.

The viruses usually cause
mild to moderate respiratory
illnesses, but can be fatal
to the elderly or those with
compromised immune sys-
tems.

Symptoms of the virus
include runny nose, head-
aches, cough, sore throat, 
fever and a general feeling of
being unwell.

Updates about the coro-
navirus and the situation at
UConn are posted on the
UConn website at https://
uconn.edu/public-notifica-
tion/coronavirus. Hartford
HealthCare has set up a
hotline for information about
the coronavirus at 833-621-
0600.

Follow Michelle Firestone
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc. 

UConn preps for possible shutdown
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University of Connecticut students cross Route 195 on cam-
pus Tuesday. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Health, civil emergency declared

EOS issues after-school restrictions


